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Wes call N a croſs, hich oppoſes o our will. 
This oppoſition x ren | rag mipful and griovous. 
A yery little matter, the leaſt trifle, becomes a 4 
hrs croſs, when our will is ſet much againſt 
* How then can the believer rejoĩce with an 
Mes croſs. upon his back? Or how can he ren 
joice all his days, if he muſt carry it to his 
grave?. The blefſed goſpel diſcovers how this 
may be, and the bleſſed ſpirit gives the expe- 
rience of i it: for he continues to teach the doc- 
trines of grace, and under the croſs he enforces 
then What has | been treated. of 1 in the F101 had 
5 . bow 155 e 2 A chapters 
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* 2 The defines are it to the trial, and it ap- 
Pears that they are of God: for none could pro- 
duce the effects which Tollow upon believing 
them, but an almighty arm. Faith is tried in 
the fire, 4d the belidver N cativinttd K is the 
faith of God's ele: for the promiſe. is made 
good When thou Walkeſt through the very 
fire thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the 
| 4. flame kindle upon. e een His love to his re- 1 
conciled God is put into the fiery furnace, and 
it comes out, like the three children, ſenſible 
their God had been with them in the furnace; 
and their God had brought them out ; for which 
f marvellons inſtances, of his love to them, their 
love was ihereafed to him. This 3 is God's way. 
He gives grace, and then tries it. When he has 
| enabled the ſinner by. believing t to find peace and 
Jobe, then he would improve thoſe graces by 
I daily exerciſe, and if the, exerciſe of them be 
very ſharp and afflickin ing, it is only to eſtabliſh 
the traſt of his heart, and to confirm the affeftion 


k his foul 1 more  perfeftly in his God.. His 


God. Ts Mind that, „His God till. "The. croſs is 
| not fent to " weake! en that Telation, © "He Is the 
” fame tender Ather to his children, when he 
g puts i it pan them, as when he takes it off: and 
he would have 1 them by. faith to experience it. 
3 While they depend « on his being perfect recon- 
: ciled to to them * the obedience and facri- 
12748 ase 
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ſice of Imme ons they will ſee the 6 pater 
nal affection invariably ſet upon them, and al- 
ways: diſpoſed: to do them good. T His love 
changeth not. The happy objects of it have 


given this glo! 


they found it ſo. - Whats 


| «together. for:g 5004” 


ever; he ſent to them came with a meſſage of his 


n b Hear ye the rod, and him that ſent 


it. They hear what he ſays by it, for it 


== of the Father's love, and the belief of 
this quiets their minds under the ſtroke of his 
rod. Thus it anſwers his purpoſe This cometh 


not forth of the duſt, but is appointed for me; 


my Father ſent it, not in anger for the puniſh- 


ment of my ſins, but i in the tenderneſs of his af- 
fection- He is not dealing with me as the ſu- 


preme diſpoſer of all events, who may afflict and 


juſtly his rebel creatures according to his ſove- 
reign will; but he has ſent me this affliction 


with a meſſage of grace and peace -L know it is 
| Welle ordered kiſs the Td a * ee him 
| that ſeat it. R195 2MHISW © 

Ide apoſtle Paul uſes this te to the ſuf. 


fering Hebrews... They had endured a long and 


great fight of afflictions. They had need of pa- 
tience: He therefore gives them in the 11th 
chapter a ſhort hiſtory of the Lord's favorites, 


and ſhews that they all carried his croſs, and that ; _ 
he ſupported them all under it: Vea gave them 
„ ſtrengtn 


ious teſtimony,” even when under 
his croſse We kNow that all things work 


mp» - WALK or rn. 8 


5 firength to r run their race, till every one 


e of them 
won the prize: Then be requires On to look 


to Jeſus, the greateſt ſufferer, out of whoſe ful- 
neſs they might receive faith to run, and patience 

_ happily to finiſh the ſame race. And left they 

- ſhould be weary through ſuffering long, or faint 
in their minds under hard ſuffering, he reminds 


them of the character of their heavenly Father, 


who out of the tendereſt love appointed their 
croſſes “ Have ye forgotten the exhortation, 
3 ſays the apoſtle, in which your Father ſpeaketh 
ne you as unto children? My $0N, deſpiſe 


not thou the chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint 


When thou art rebuked of him: For whom the 
Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every 

4 ſon whom he receiveth. If ye endure chaſten- 
* ing God dealeth with you as with ſons: For 


* hat {01 


1 is he whom the Father chaſteneth 
* not? But if ye be without chaſtiſement, where- 


. of ALL are partakers, then are ye baſtards, 


c and not ſons. O what a bleſſed exhortation'! 


How full of love—the love of God the Father 
love to his child, who wants correct 


2 7 


n---love 
that would: not touch him with the rod, till he 


5 nad moſt tenderly informed him of his gracious 
| purpoſe: My soN, my beloved, this chaſtening 
is from thy Father. It was determined for thee 


by covenant love, and ſettled upon thee for thy 
rtiof in the great charter of heaven. All thy 


1 les were then 5 rand appointed—their 
* 7 : | | . ” v7 weight 
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b and meaſure—how long how great 55 
how many what ſtrength was needful to bear 
them ,hat comforts, under them and what 
holy fruits ſhould be produced by them—all was 
fixed by love, is now given in love, and is to 
bring thee to greater enjoyment of my love. M y 
dear child, deſpiſe not then my chaſtening; nor 
faint when I rebuke thee. Be aſſured it is for 
thy good. There is a needs . It is ſo neceſ- 
ſary, that I cannot love thee without chaſtening 
thee, nor receive thee among mine adopted 
without ſcourging thee. See then, how thou 
takeſt my correction. Look at thy temper and 
behaviour under it. Examine. Art thou patient? 
Not ſuffering merely, but ſuffering quietly is the 
proof of thine adoption-—If.ye xxpure chaſten- 
ing If when I afflict, thou canſt poſſeſs thy ſoul 
in patience under mine afflicting hand, then 1 
deal with thee as with ſons -I give thee thy por- 
tion of ſuffering, and I give thee thy portion of 
grace to bear it. All my children want correct- 
ing, and they all have it: for what ſon is he 
whom the Father chaſteneth not? They are all 
ſufferers. Mine only begotten was the greateſt. 
None of you can ſuffer as he did: But whoever 
is following him muſt ſhare with him in his croſs, 
and bear it after him. If any be without my 
chaſtiſement, whereof all mine are partakers: 
If they cannot bear it, have not faith to receive 
my loving correction, and therefore no patience - - 


4 3 


1 * . 
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* 3 walk or FAITE, * 


en the bietet ie of it; ſuch FR be: 


long to my family; they are none at mine; => 


1 baſtards, and not ſons. 
How ſhould the er in this 8 re- 


; Gable the believer to ſuffering? How eaſy, yea 


how happy, ſhould it make him under the croſs? 


- He ſuffers, but it is from his Father, who in 


moſt perfect love and infinite wiſdom appointed 
the croſs, and appointed alſo the precious fruits, 


55 which it ſhould produce. O my ſoul, keep this 


1 . i 
45 


in mind. Remember whoſe croſs thou art carry. 
ing. Thy Father contrived it. He ſent, and 
cCeontinues it that it may work under him for the 
5 beſt. It is the chaſtening of his richeſt love. 


Receive it then patiently; thankfully at his hands, 


and thou wilt find it full of bleſſings. But take 


heed how thou conſulteſt ſenſe or carnal reaſon. 


Theſe are always enemies to the croſs: for they 


judge of it only by feeling, and always tefuſe to 


5 believe what God fays concerning it. Adhere 
to the truth: And reject every ſuggeſtion, which 
would inſinuate to thee, that there is any thing 
but love in the chaſtening of the Lord. He is 
thy Father. He never loves thee more, than 
ben be chaſtens thee! There is no hatred in his 


heart. No vengeance in his hand. He aſſures 
thee of this from the infallible word of bis 
mouth. Here may thy faith be ſettled: Believe 
him he is doing thee good—he f is promoting thy 


ben tereſt.” Taſt not our this Te, 
| A and 


Walk OF, FAITH, 13 


_ then ths croſs will be the means of bringing 
thee to the neareſt and holieſt communion, which 
thou _canſt have i e aer on this hide 

e eee 

In this Wa light — upon thy 5 and 5 

thy friend. Never forget it, O my ſoul, but keep 
it in the faith of thy heart, eſpecially when he 
chaſteneth thee. Then expect from his love pa- 
tience under his ſtroke, and after it the peace- 
able fruits of righteouſneſs. Theſe will grow 
abundantly upon the croſs, They grow no where 
elſe ſo rich and ripe. Survey the promiſes, 
which he has made to his ſuffering children, and 

wait in faith for a joyful harveſt. In due ſeaſon 7 

thou ſhalt reap, if thou faint not. And the croſs 
is intended to keep thee from fainting ; ; becauſe 

thy Father ſends it for the increaſe and for the 
ſtrengthening of thy faith. Read and ſtudy what 
he ſays to thee upon this point. Learn and 
_ inwardly digeſt it. In time of trouble thou 
wilt find great comfort from depending upon the 
promiſe of the Father to give thee an happy iſſue. 
Meditate then upon the ſcriptures, in which he 
has declared his gracious e in e 
* his children, name), | 
Firſt, it is for the trial of faith. God gives it, . 
3 then tries it; that it may appear to be his 
grace, that men may ſee it, and honor him for it, 
and that it may grow by uſe, which i is as necef- 
| 4 to intel As adi is to bodily growth. 
Tria! 
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Trial Wer the truth, and brings forth tber power . 
of grace, and is thereby a matter of \great joy: 
: as the apoſtle Tames teſtifies writing to the ve 5 


5 tribes in their diſperſion and affliction. My 


8 0 brethren, count it ALL for, when ye. fall i into 3 
divers temptations, knowing this, that the trys 
1 ing of your faith worketh patience; but let Y 


+ 106 patience have its perfect work, that ye my be 


perfect, and entire, wanting nothing.” God 
be thanked for this word of ſtrong conſolation. 
What a precious ſcripture j is it! How full of en- 
couragement to the believer to look with delight 
at 7emptations !--not temptations to fin, but trials, 
ſent from God to keep from fin. When he falls 
into them by providence, and meets them in the 
way of duty, then he ſhould judge of them, not 
from ſenſe, which can feel nothing but ſorrow in 
. afflictions, but he ſhould take account of them 
ftom the declared purpoſe of God in ſending 


WE. : them, and he ſhould wait in faith for the bleſ- | 


fings which they are to produce. God ſays, that 
they are matter of joy, of ALL joy, of all true 


5 ſpiritual joy—they are not only ſuch in his ac- 


count, but he alſo makes them ſuch to the be- 
liever. Accordingly we read in ſeripture of many 
Who did rejoice in trials. The Hebrews did: 
For they took JOYFULLY the ſpoiling of their 
goods. Paul did: I am comforted, ſays he, I 
am exceeding Joyful in all our tribulation. N ay, 


te Wer. ä GLORY in — He 
1 %% Y 3 29289 


8 WALK. oF, rain. Is 


Hamed. for j joy with the croſs upon his back. He 
boaſted and triumphed under i it. What the world 
accounted his worſt, he made his very crown of 
rejoicing :. For he knew and found, that the trial 
of faith worketh patience: Faith receives the 
croſs from the Father s love, and learns to bear 

it after Jeſus: By the grace of the Spirit the 

| bearing of i it, as itexerciſes,ſo it improyes patience. 
The believer becomes more /acquainted with it. 
Uſe, we ſay, makes perſect. He learns, where the 
| ſtrength. to bear is from whence his comforts are 
toflow--andfrom whoſe hand the bleſſed iſſue is to 
be received. He waits therefore with ſweet ſub- 
miſſion to his Father s will, that patience may have 
its perfect work, that by trials it may be exercif- 
ed, by ſharper trials it may be improyed, and by 
daily trials it may appear to be the genuine grace 
of the Spirit, perfect and entire, lacking no- 
thing. This the believer aims at. He would 
haye every thing that belongs to true patience, | 
and growth in it; he would have it refined by 

every fiery trial, and made purer and brighter, 
that it may hold out, till it have done its perfect 
Work. The apoſtle Peter gives the ſame encou- 
ragement. to the fame afflicted Hebrews: He ex- 
horts them to faith and patience under their ſuf- 
feriogs in theſe words Ye are kept by the 
power of God through. faith unto falvation, 2 
« ready t to be revealed ; in the Jaſt time; wherein 

of e greatly rejoice, though x now for a ſeaſon, if 
lied, i Dog SD . vecd 


* Bog 3 * 8 4 


MD . - $A: or F. 


1 ee ve ye are in heavineſs' hwwagh! ITY 
fold temptations; that the trial of your faith 
_ « being much more precious than of gold that 
“e periſheth, though it be tried with fire, "might | 

er be found unto praiſe and honor and glory 
the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt.“ What trea- 

ſures of love are laid open in this ſeripture 

Read, O my ſoul, and adore the exceeding 


riches of thy Father's grace. He knew how 


needful afflictions were, both for the fleſh and 
for the ſpirit, and therefore he appointed thee 
thy portion, and he has in mercy informed thee 
of bis deſign in them. He has revealed his will 
for the ground of thy faith, that when he ſends 
them, thou mighteſt experience the bleſſings 
promiſed to his ſuffering children. The belief of 
his love in contriving and in proportioning them _ 
to the abjſity given thee to bear them would ad- 


miniſter matter of joy in ſorrow, and by truſting | 


0 his faithfulneſs thou wouldſt greatly rejoice; 


Z 5 thy joy would ſo far exceed thy ſorrow. The 


heavineſs is but for a feaſon---the joy for ever. The 
| heavineſs only during the trial of faith=-the Joy 
increaſed by that very trial. The trial was Only 
to prove the truth of faith, and to evidence the 
power of it not to weaken, but to ſtrengthen # 


it not to deſtroy, but to reſine it. The refiner | 


does not intend to loſe one atom of his gold, but 
Puts it into the fire to purge away the droſs. So 
Ades God. When EN hath TRE: me; 1525 Job, 1 
| 3 +. 6 | Ti ſhall 


* i 


WAUK or rain . 


ſhall dime forth us gold. niHeowas tried in the 
fire, and his faith was found unto > and 
honor and glory. Therefore he. is ſet forth for 
an example of ſuffering affliction and of patience. 
Behold, we account them happy, not Who ſuf- 
fer, but ho endure ſuffering. Ve have heard 
of the patience of Job, and have ſeen the end of 
: the Lord ; that the Lord abounds in compaſſion, 
and is of tender mercy. 0 my ſoul, wait upon 
the ſame Lord, and he will bring all thy trials to 
the ſame bleſſed en He has the ſame pity and 
mercy to thee, as he Had to Job. Thou haſt the 
fame feaſon to believe it, as he had. Thy faith 
is tried in the fire, as be was, that it may come 
out of it like gold. The trial was appointed in 
Perfect love, and is to produce the greateſt bleſſ- 
ings of love. Thy God has moſt gracious de- 
; figns towards thee in putting thee into the fire. 
It is to try thy" faith; whether thou canſt truſt 
im there. It is to improve thy faith by the 
ttlal, that thou mayeſt truſt him more. If thou 
haſt truſting faith, it is to teach thee patient 
faith. It is a hard leſſon to learn to truſt againſt 
ſenſe and carnal reaſon, and to ſay, This croſs is 
good" for me, I deſire to ſubmit, and to take it 
' patiently at the hand of God. O it is very hard 
to believe that there is nothing but love in every 
ſuffering, and it is harder to find it fo, while ſuf- 
i * 2 805 we of God declares Ann, 


1s 


1 "he 
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1 | Fr May every 2 10 thy 
| K 8 falth eſtabliſh it, ak 8 bring forth... 
ed - Secondly, The bleſſed fruit of DR The 
- croſs does good to faith: bec 
teaches his children to bear up, ond. to hold oh 
ttuſting to his promiſes and waiting in hope for 
his fulfilling them, and thus it exerciſes patience. 
Which is a grace of the Spirit, learned only in 
he ſchool of Chriſt, and therefore the giver of it 
among his other high titles; is called, the God of 
== ane. He ſirſt enables his afflicted children to. 
75 believe what he has ſaid of his love in afflicting 
them, and then to wait for the experience of his 
love under their afflictions. This waiting quietly, 
without giving way to ſenſe, or unbelief i is pa- 
tience. Faith is tried, and ſtands the trial. x} 
Inilatiten comes, faith is exerciſed; with, it, but 
holds faſt its confidence in the word of Gad, and 
FER _ "hereby; has full proof of the faithfulneſs, of God. 
7 © _ [This workethpatience—aquiet ſubmiſſion to the 
Qi ine will —and an holy ſubjection to the divine 
rod. The: fleſh murmurs, ſelf-will repines, ſelf- 
indulgence rebels; but faith. looks up for the 
e ſtrength and by it conquers them. It 
ſtops theit mouths, with, a Huſh--Be. fill: and 
know that he is God He is my ſovereign and 
my Father--this alfliction indeed is not for the 
a ee nde rene us—1 eyerthelcſs 
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is comes bm his love, love guide 
| will bring good out of it—O that all within me 
5 may ſubmit to his will, and bleſs his name 
But the croſs is hard and painful; fleſh wt 5 
blood cannot bear it. True, but grace can. To 
endure is the proper work of patience. It en- 
| dures by truſting to the word of God, and by 
receiving from him the promiſed ſtrength. What 
cannot ſuch a grace endure? When God ſays; 
Fear not, I will be with thee, when thou 
« -goeſt through the fire ;” the believer is hereby 
forewarned of the fire, and when he is called to 
g0 through it, he expects the preſence of his 
God, that if the buſh burn, it may not be con- 
ſumed. How comfortably does the apoſtle Pe- 
ter ſpeak of this to the ſuffering Hebrews ? 
„ Beloved, think it not ſtrange concerning the 
« © fiery trial, which is to try you, as though. 
| « ſome ſtrange thing had come unto you; but 
60 © rejoice, inaſmuch as ye are partakers of 
_ « Chriſt's ſufferings, that when his glory ſhall be 
« 8 ye may be glad alſo with exceeding 
joy.” He would have them to be accuſtomed 
to the croſs, it being the only way to the crown. 
There is nothing new or ſtrange in it. All the 
: crowned heads in heaven carried it, while they 
were upon earth: yea the king of ſaints went . 
© hearing, it before them. There never was ſor- 


row like unto tis ſorrow : and yet for the joy " 
a2 | | "that 8 


| chr hates er 


that was ſet bef 
and deſpiſed the — — up. thy erols,10 
my ſoul, and follow him. I 


* 


a walk or rain 


unto Jeſus. He 


will give thee ſtrength. He bas taken the curſe 


3 


and wrath gut of thy ſuffering. Thou wilt ſce 


it the fruit of, kis. loye to. thee, and it will be the 


ns. of engaging thy love to him... What, if 


it be a burning fiery furnace; Is it not almighty 


love, which calls thee to 89, into, 1 Not to hurt 


thee, but to try thee, , to give-thee happy proof 


of the ſoundneſs of by. faith,. and of the power 


of thy patience... He would have thee to know, 
that thy patience truſting to his tried word is 
impincible; that no blow can beat it, no fire can 


burn it, from Chriſt. He would. bring thee to 


R what, the prophet did, when be faid 


Thy! word is tried. to the uttermoſt, and thy 


| - ſervant loveth it. 4 The good word of God | 


was tried, as far as it could be, and the trial 
2 its truth, and therefore he had freſh Tea- 


. ſon to love it. The trial increaſed his confidence | 
min the truth, and his experience in the ſweetneſs 
of its promiſes; thereby his patience: was con- 


firmed, and he could rejoice, inaſmuch as he was 


1 partaker of Chriſt's ſufferings, both. of their 
wo infinite. fulliciency, and alſo of their mighty eff. 
cacy to fave, By enjoying theſe bleſüngs under 


the croſs, bis heart was happy i in the joy ſet be- 
fore * He had the earneſt and the foretaſte | 


* r : 
* ; | 
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of heaven: for he knew; that when the glory of 
Jeſus ſnould TG he n be glad with 
exceeding joy. N 5 {0 n 10 

But the n dike is des to complain- 
This would be n . ee ene, 


but it is long, f 


tired out. am ready to give all up, being weary 
of my life with the lengthrof my trials. How 
many have I known in ' this/melancholy caſe ? 
Fair bloſſoms in the mild and gentle ſpring: In 
fine weather and filing ſumſhine they looked 


beautiful and gave hopes of their being in the 


tree of Hfe, and of their growing and ripening 
upon it. But alas] a trying time dame, a bleak 


cold north wind, and à very ſharp piercing froſt 


Aike leaves in autumn, down: fell the promiſing 

bloom. My heart has mourned again and again 
at the fall of one and another, and mourns while 
Tam writing this, over ſeveral now living, who 
have forſaken God and his ways for the world and 


its delights. They met with trouble, and it was 
too much for them. They were tempted, and 
they had not ſtrength to reſiſt. The reaſon is 


thus aſſigned He that received ſeed into ſtony 
«places; the ſame is he that. heareth the word, 


e and anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath he 


not toct in himſelf, but endureth for a while : 


"M0 for when tribulation or perſecution ariſeth be- 


e cauſe nen wi — by he is offended: 1 
ee | 3 7 e He 


1 , 


a great white,” er my. een is quite 


-  Hirmity, remaining co 


as long as the trial la 


- -have' their, perfect work,. Such- a 


5 —— 


* ALK or fair. 


; and they, who, have root, are too often 


| . to be offended at the croſs. They find 


it very diffcult ere under it. Natural in- 


mptation make pain and ſuffering grievous to 
fleſh : yea, When they are forced to bear the 


: croſs long, and it is very heavy, they are apt to 
mutmur and fret, gro diſcontented, are tempt- 
ed to unbelief, and if they give way to it, to de- 
zeceſlary is it then; that they ſhould 

be enabled to poſſeſs their ſouls in patience un- 
1 der their great and many trials? To which end 


nothing can contribute more effectually, than a 


ſettled faith in the word and promiſe! of a recon- 


= 


T5 ro 
* 


d God. This will ſtay and quiet the ſoul, 


Patience, and the trial will end well it is griev- 


dus indeed at preſent, and I go on my way weep- 
_ "ing, but I have my ſupports now, and I ſhall 

pon reap a; joyful harveſt. I have a, faithful 
promiſe: for it, which is a conſtant cordial and 


keeps up my ſpirits: My God will be with me 


: preſence and ſtrength, till faith and patience 
Cordial the 


3 James e 1⁰ the Hebrews. They 
| wanted 


ion, and ſtrength of 


d and falls away, becauſe he had 


hen trouble comes, It is the chaſtening of 
- any; Lord, ſays the believer my loving Father 
ends it for good He is only trying my faith and 


25 he ſays he will. I be- 
lieve him, and therefore expect his promiſed 


F 


was 69 Far, = „ 
inks it much. They were greatly oppreſſed. 


by the rich, and ſome of them were perſecuted 


eren unto death. ge patient therefore, bre- 


M — the huſbandman waiteth for the pre- 


4 cious' fruit of the earth, and hath long pa- 


« tience for it; until he receive the early and 
« the latter rain: be ye alſo patient: eſtabliſh 
„your hearts: for the coming of the Lord 


„ draweth nigh.” He puts great ſtreſs upon 
the Lord' coming: Yet a very little While and 


your Lord will come to appear for you: It's 
true you are in a fiery trial, but your God calls 
you to it; and it may ſeem to you a lon g trial, 
but he has promiſed you grace ſufficient to bear it: 
Truſt r then, and he will keep you patient. 
He knows your frame and temper, and bids you 
look about vo. See, how the huſbandmat 


waits,” having only a general promiſe, that ſeeg 


time and härveſt ſhall not fail; and is it not 
more reaſonable that vou ſhould wait wi 
tienee the end of the I 
aud leurs it“ "It endures! much hard weather, 
L ſnow; rough winds and wintry ſtorms. 
bind Wees but he mut ſtill wait: His corn 


is in ear, yet it is Mabie to fuffer from long 
drdught and from blights, and to be beat down. 


: te, thunder ſhewers; but he has long 


e whe Hart ; eee eee * © HOPE, 
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ord. He ſows his foot 


e laſt e is nöõt diſappointed of his 


5 i wax OF PAITH. 


ſſeems in anger to, ;caft ythee off? He Wai 


_ this promiſe, keep, thee f 


f 
i 
| 
[ 


e reaps the precious fruit o the earth, 
eee Behold, O my 
foul, and imitate. How ſtrong is bis faith! Is 
thine like his? God has only ſaid; that the tea- 
ons 0p Rapp has not ſaid, that the 
country ſhall not fail, 
| zin faith and waits in Pa- 
1 i ſure to thee; He 


K«uthats = irfhall-never ! bet confounded, 4 
and doſt | I | 


u believe this With a 1 g - 
med? He hast lang Petience: 


ow is Re Art thou not weary and faint i in 


mind, eſpe ially when the courſen of Provi- 
| Arno dene ta rum Sara on Iwo 
ien 8 bent ha chaſtiſes ches and 


aits long 
am an harxe t. f Poriſning things, and ganſt not 
thou wait to; have thy fruit unto holineſs and the 
rend evarlaſting life? O hat meed/baſt;thou of 
Patience l Seeklät, pray for it, bes of thy God 
to-aſtablifk-thy-heart ;/;that HOU 


dand grounded in faith: And —— 5 
Ain patience, ſo long as the Lord ſhall pleaſe to 
exerciſe thes with them. And never forget 


that he will certainly come, r. Let 
gome in with his ſupports; bo will adminiſter g 
hi anker . ** * he will — KR 


| * . a . 5 8 WY 2 in 
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in due Giada: What can be required for the 
eſtabliſhing of thy heart, ern is not promiſed 
therefore your confidence, which hath great 
* recompence of reward: For ye have need of 
60 patience, that after ye have done the will of 
God, ye might receive the promiſe: For it is 
« but a deen and he that ſhall come 
c will come, and will not tarry. Wait then on 


« he ſhall — bin 3 _—_ I was 
© on the Lord.” N wag ; 3 
Perhaps ho, art pong 5 ee ene 
waited: long, but am ſtill to learn: for my trials 
are ſo various, that as ſoon as I have been well 
exerciſed: with one ſort, preſently it is changed, 


her comes, to which I was not accuſ- 
ned— And this e like Job's meſſen - 

ger me another, and ſtill the laſt brings 

a ſadder meſſage than the former--Hard and 

long trials I have endured, but this conſtant 

change of them wearies me out; they come ſo 


ſo harraſs my troubled mind, that I am ready to 
ink under them frequently I am tempted to 


light i in afflicting me in this manner. 
Thus the carnal mind is apt ln 
| God and his ways: But when the heliever goes 
into the ſanctuary and conſults the oracle, he 
2 f roveiyes 


the Lord, O my ſoul ; be of good courage, and I 


unexpected, they find me ſo unprepared, they 9 5 


think, that if God loved me, he would not * 1 


with God. It is his — of — 
ap his children in faith and- patience. - He ap- 
— troubles for the exerciſe, and all ſorts of 
troubles for the improvement of their graces. 
e e eee was made perfe 
2 ſufferings: So are all the ſoldiers of 
ng Vefus// It was'the' rematle-of one bf his 


r apoſtle — of the 
Bo _ [perſecuted Hebrews ſays, they had DIVERS 
temptations, different one from another; and 

his brothe Teter uries to) comfort — 
fucceeding as fan as wave eee 
: and of W Sinds tome er wem da their 
| ee Res — — way 
_ that afflictien could be felt. Patience is the 
grace ſuited to all theſe trials: Becauſe it bears 
them in the ſtrength of God: For it eonſiſts in 
truſting to his fure word of promiſe, amd believ- 

ing it againſt ſenſe and feeling: Faith fays, this 
Pre ſent tial comes fro the love of my covenant 

God's Putience ſuys, chen I WII bear it, till he 
bh bring it to a good fue.” Whatever the trial be, 
Patience has the' ſlime promiſe and the ſame 
Prente keeping G God to truſt in. Ff he — 

5 trials, it is on to give u variet 


7 © ALE OF ann.. 
proots, that he is crit, conher inch ramilec 
He knows.we. have divers. diſeaſes, „ 
have divers remedies: $0! heal them. We have 
manifold, evils in us, which require manifold 
afflictions to ſubdue them. And our God intends 
to give us many bleſſings, and he appoints many 
troubles. to bring us to the enjoyment. of them. 
All theſe are gracious diſpenſations, mercifully 
contriyed, and ſęaſonably adminiſtered, that 
patience may learn to bear, and may learn to 
Perlevexe in bearin * Gd changes the trial. 
Patience has a ne leſſon, and a new o 


ſcholars forward, and when they are gone through 
one book. and are well grounded in it, then he 

| WS hem, to another: When they haye - 
| mad Late. he, puts, them into Greek. But 

he does mot change their ſtudies out of ill-will 
or hatred. to. his ſeholars.. They had rather be 
at play, than minding their books; and they had 
rather get but one leſſon, ang, be, daying. it over 
from day to day; but the maſter. knows, Whgt is 
beſt for them, and he keeps them to their work. 
God trains up bis ſcholars. in varieus exerciſes, 
but all for their improvement. He does not en- 
ſult what would pleaſe them, but he changes 

the leſſon, as he ſees needful. He kgows when 
their faith wants confirming, when their patience 
needs eſtabliſhing, and therefore in much mercy 
* ſende a new. * * the growth of thoſe 


ety" - „ 


col improvement. A good teacher brings his 
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_ Taft long, yet it ſhall end well. de 1 


- the Lord? And yet there is Nn an. 


Scene. trials „ene, he gives them this 
= There hath no temptation taken 
1, büt ſucli as is common to man: but God 


17 e kahl. Who will not ſuffer you to be 


pted above that ye are able, but will with 
emptatio nme ae that 
ble to bear it.“ Tue Father wall 


* it; was s/n radon | 
"How "ſhould theſe conſiderations ſilence their 
murings? If the trial be new to them, Jet ĩt 


eonon te men. If it be hard 


2 e is almighty to ſtrengt re hen 


are theſe reaſons? How patiently ſhould believers, 
influenced by them; ſubmit to the chaſtening of 
l unbelief in them, 
which will Ve urtzing ee complaints, on” . | 


| _ ring up impatience. 0 ghd bg, 


EE = Ts: 


* poor ſufferer, Oy his ſmart, is we to 
eka; 'crofs, but mine, would be tolera 
ble -I ſhould not ſay one word againſt God, if 


- he tried me with any other; but this cuts me to 


he heart Oh it is a very agony both to my 
feſh and ſpirit—there'is nothing lik e it it is fo 
exaQly. calculated to croſs my temper, to hurt 


me in the tendereſt part, and to rob me of my 


— that it is "ONE" very 
| _ thing 


WALKS or ral 5 ; 29 
9 thing in the world, from which 1 could have 
wiſhed t to be —— e 


this. „ . e as ee fv, 


. Nay id 0 man, hi art aig that pen 


againſt God ? Hold thy tongue as it were 
with a bridle. ap not ſelf-will murmur, and 
folly ſpeak againſt the ch g of the Lord. 


He ſays that he is dealing 5 ſons: | 
Where is thy faith then? that ſenſe; and feeling 


ſhould be permitted to plead, and to be heard 
againſt the witneſs of God in his word. Where 
is thy patience? that thou canſt not bear the 


preſent croſs, but wouldſt taſtes up any other. 


Alas! alas! miſtaken man what canſt thou 
bear in thine on ſtrength? Thou feeleſt the 
ſmart of thy preſent croſs, and it makes thee 
peeviſn and fretful: The ſmart of any other 

would have the very ſame effect. A lleſs than 


this, the leaſt thing in the world, that oppoſes 
thy. will, would ſtir up thine impatience. Ob- 


ſerve thy temper, how it catches fire at any little 


oppoſition from men. The ſame temper will be 


iflamed and rage, when God chaſtiſes thee, if 
: thou refuſe to receiye his correction. Thy rebel» 


will is the cauſe of thy pain, and makes. thy 


croſs ſo bitter: For if God's will and thine were 
one, there could be no croſs; but his Will is 
almighty, and yet thou reſiſteſt it. God puts 
bis Lake upon thee, and thou art like a ſtubborn 


& 0 . N * * but 5 
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e ili againſt its werk mmm 
cone wr end hd u ah aldsdbged, thou couldſt 
cContrive a better for thyſelf. Thou wouldſt be 
mute dun ford and" governor, Self- will, they 
s is u fure gude to ſelf-deſtruction. Beware 
then of thine own weill. When God calls thee 
89 take up any ereſe, de not win for another. 
Hie ends this and to it he requires thy fubmif. 
fon! It 18 my duty, and thine intereſt to receive 
for the eseréffe and for the improvement of 
y patience; but inſtead of tak ing it up quietly, 
a watting'Fot" the good fru el it, chou ar: 
arrelling am "oppoſing the Will of 
God. n e er mn Vain attempt. It is 
mate laid for thee: A fatal trap, into which 
the love of independence ſeduced the firſt man, 
and which ever ſince caſily enfnares his poſterity. 
when thou art tempted to murmür at thy pre- 
fent croſs - confider What it is meditate mo- 
ment une thy Father's love, who moſt mereifully 
appoin ed, who moſt feaſonably ſent it=-and if 
| be flothing ſtrange, but common to man, then 
80 not try to ſhift it off, but feek the promiſed 
grace tb Bear it. There is not à crofs, that he 
_ wilt hay upon thee,” but he has lalc it before 
upon others, And it will tend greatly to the peace 
df thy mind, and to the reſtraining of thine own | 
will, to obſerve how he dealt with them. Take 
notice then; how He in love exerciſed them with 
* wat ban be lad W be 
„ e e 


| | WALK4OF-/FAITH- = 
_ ſapportce "A n . ou mt; e fruit 
wen bed from it. 3112 r 
This 6 AS e the 
| Libs will, that every diſciple in it ſhould be as 
his maſter. - He has choſen them to ſuffer with 


him, as well as to reign with him. And there- 
into daily exerciſe, he has honored them with. 
change it, and he has informed them of his 


people have been tried with it, and be bas left 
| Promiſes i in ſcripture of his ſupport, and of his 
; coming in with Omtort, „and 1 In due time with 
deliverance. So that whatever thy croſs be, it 
is not ſent, O my ſoul, to hinder, but to promote 


communion with thy God, and ior . 


orwar in the heavenly. way. 

Art thou pinched with poverty-—a 8 
but in diſtreſſed circumſtances? Bleſſed art thou 
of the Lord. Hearken, my beloved brother, 


, hath not God choſen the poor of this world 
kich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which 


he hath promiſed to them that love him ?“ 
What a merey is it to have thine outward: eſtate 


thus appointed for thee by the choiee of thy 5 


heavenly Father! And the ſame eſtate which he 
choſe for his beſt beloved. In the exceeding 


: riches: 1 15 * 12 derveds that thou ſhould 
Hex. 3 ; be | 


kind of / ſuffering, but ſome or other of this 
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faith upon eternal things O how good is W 
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be poor in this world, as: Jeſus? was- 
5 it .. beſt for thee— an 


n en "ah TY "_ | 


als was to bring thee Wale more 


God! „He ent thee poche ww ohne w PRE” 


| is ts bring thee near to God, to keep thee near 
t him, _ to afford thee dai 


proof of his pre- 
cious love. Theſe are ſome of the bleſſings of 


nch fich, and tbeſt are worch more than al he 


eue of the world. Be content then- 
5116 fupply- all thy need. Be Wa l 
Gu art an heir of nenen "Bleſs "thy 
(ohm: ereature out of ES: oe 


Perhaps thou art 1802 with” bodily pain 155 ; 
fckneſs: : Theſe are hard trials. To endure 


tem is the very crown'of patience ; but renz 


dure them is promiſed, and in waiting 
upon the Lord will be received ; fo that outward 


| pains ſhall produce in ward Joy. Thus we reid: 


The Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the bed 


5 * of languiſhing, thou wilt make all his bed' in 
his fickneſs.” He is weak, God f 


E ngthens 0 
him. Ie is ſick, God comforts Him. He is in 
pain, God ſmooths his bed, and be lies patient. 


Sickneſs cannot be pleaſant in itſelf; but is pro- 
0 for its fr 
A : God, 


lits, It is the — of 


„ 5 W H. 8s 33 Pe 


| - God) and each niſſion 
will. It comes to the e with a meſſage | 
| of precious love This bitter eup is ſent from 
thy heavenly Father, who has many gracious 
purpoſes to anſwer by thy taking it-—He would 
humble thee and let thee feel what thou art, 
and what thou deſerveſt he would mortify the 
life of ſenſe He would give occaſion to increaſe 
faith and to advance patience Drink it up 
There is a rich cordial at the bottom The taſte 
of it: will draw out thy, heart i in love to God. 
Happy ſickneſsl which promotes ſpiritual health. 
Bleſſed pain! which the kind phyſician; often 
makes the way to pleaſure, yea to the N 
compunnientions: othielaved. 1520x600 a8 
Art thou in the fire of 8 his = 
friends and relations all in arms againſt thee for 
leaving them to follow. Chriſt 2 Is thy depen- 
dence upon them, and art thou greatly tempted 
to make ſome compliances, leſt they ſhould caſt 
thee. out, and thou, ſhouldſt come to poverty? | b 
This may. be a fiery trial; but it is a blefſed one. 'B 
He will make it ſo, who ſays, * « Bleſſed, are ye 
e when men ſhall revile you, and perſecute vou, 
«and. ſhall. ſay all manner of evil againſt you 
00 falſly for my ſake... Rejoice, and be exceeding . 
« glad: Becauſe great is your reward | in heaven: F 
For ſo. perſecuted they the prophets who were 
< before vou.“ This 1 will be ſo far 


bon ſtopping thee Ow way, that it will both 5 
9 3 ä 
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huelp thes forward, and,, wilt: alſo 
| nex;pleaſants. Thy friends reyile = Took, 4 
| to him, who. when he yas. reviled, reviled not 
again; He will turg their reproach into a bleſf. 


ing. They perſecute thee; the gœodly fellow- 


hip of the: paophets eartied-theſame.croſs,. and 
found it no thinderance to their ſpiritual joy. 
They ſay all manner of evil of thee: Take heed 
chat they ſay ii falſix, and for Chriſt's ſake; and 
_ - thin attachnient to him, then rejoice and be ex- 
ceeding' glad: for great is thy reward in heaven. 
Thou art a ſufferer with him, and thou halt alſo 
_ .,yeign with him: L te 
kingdom. Expect it in faith, and the 8 
will give thee n n. neee 1 
full of glory. 


E forward to the promiſe 


Erl 0 USE * 9 « „ 2 + 7. af! * * * 


Perhaps this perfect 


"My alley be carried on to 
Akts of injuſtice,” even to the depriving thee 
Sk thy property: thou -mayeſt ſuffer the loſs of 
Al thy worldly goods for Chriſt's ſake. When 
Sod calls thee to chis trial, he will give thee 
2 ſtrength to bear it, and thou ſhalt be à great 
gainer by thy loſs. 80 Paul ſound it 1 Have 
_ «ſuffered the loſs of all things; and Ido account 

e them but dung that I'may win Chriſt.” 80 it 
was with the Hebrews: They took joyfully the 
1 ſpoiling of their goods, knowing i in themſelves, 
"© that they had in heaven a better and an en- 
"1 he during ſubſtance,” What . kerel God 
2 „ e 088 


e ee 


22 
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5 was PU portion, and [TOW great TEST Yr 4 He 
had made them happy in the ſenſe of his love; 


and to manifeſt the reality, and to demonſtrate 
* of Ne apr 8 * my ve cn dg 


earthly Sed th 8 wem go, ys Pail, par 


with them as freely as I would with ſo much 
dung, for I have experienced that the loſs of 


them has brought me t6/ nearer fellowſhip with 


my precious, moſt precious Jeſus. Happy part- 


ing, ſay'the Hebrews, farewell goods and cnt 5 


tels--we rejoice at the ſpoiling of our goods: be- 
cauſe we have got faſter hold of the ſubſtance by 
the loſs of the ſhadow-—outward comforts are 
gone, but inwardly richly ſupply their place 
we are robbed of bur earthly poſſeſſions, thank 
God we cannot be robbed of our better and en- 


during ſubſtance : for it is reſerved in heaven for 


us, where no moth or ruſt can corrupt; and where 


no thieves can break through or ſteal: in this 
faith we find our hearts free and light and happy 5 
in running the race that is ſet before us. 

Thy trial may be ſomething ſtill nearer. It 
may be the loſs of thy deareſt relations. The 
wife of thy boſom is taken from thee. T hy fa 


vourite child is dead, perhaps drowned, or burn-- 


ed, or killed at a ſtroke: the delight of thine ; 


eyes is gone, and thine heart is ready to break. 


All ſorrow is not forbidden, but ſorrowing even 
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who have ho hope. Tears may flow, 
chelittan Ws keeps them within their proper 
bonds: it reſtrains and ſanQtifies them. Thy 
Vie is dead: thy child is dead. The Lord gave, 
ac the Lord hath taken away. He requires 
thee to forſake loving wife and children, be they 
ever. fo dear; if love of en cannot be enjoyed 
Without forfeiting his love. And there were 
great multitudes with Chriſt, and he turned 
and faid unto them, if any man come unto me, 
e and hate not his father and mother, and wife 


„ and” children, and brethren, and ſiſters, he 


<" cannot be my diſciple.“ The diſciple gives 


3 up himſelf to the maſter's gifpolal-=66 learn of 


him-—to believe in him and to love him. My 
ſon, fays he, give me thy heart. He has a right 
to it, and he will admit of no rival. It is his 
3 and his throne ; in which he alone will 
be. worſhipped and honored. 'He is a jealous 
Gad, and if any love hinder love to him, it muſt 
be torn from the heart. O diſciple, read this 
ſeripture, ſtudy it carefully, and it may be the 
means. of ſhewing thee the true cauſe of thy 
great ſorrow about . worldly relations: it is be- 
.cauſe thou haſt ſo little love to thy beſt relation 
and friend; Jeſus Chriſt. If thy love to him was 
What it ſhould be, thy heart would not he ſo 
 grieved at thoſe loſſes; but would in patient 
ſubmiſſion. acknowledge-—It i is the — et rin 
do what ſeemeth him good. — | 

: : . 


— 


wur or sarn. 
perhaps ou art REDD 8 for the] 


Seen They have forſaken thee. bn. 
ar to thee as thine own Cal are 


nections, as 
broken. Perſons, whom thou hadſt known from 


up in ſtrict friendſhip, are now thine enemies, 


and become ſo without any offence or fault of 
thine. They hate thee, becauſe thou art a real 
chriſtian, and their hatred is harder to bear, be- 


cauſe the world joins them in it, and we name 


is every where caſt out witk contempt. 2 


It muſt be ſo. The deeree cannot do: ho 
e WI enmity between the ſeed of the 
woman, and the ſeed of the ſerpent. God put 


it, and put it for ever. The enmity broke out, 


as ſoon. as there were two born into the world. 


Cain hated Abel, and.ſlew him. Ever-ſince; he 


hat was born after the fleſh perſecuted him that 
was born after the ſpirit. There has been one, 
and but one perfect man upon the earth ſince the 
fall, and the enmity of the world followed him 


unto death. Leſt we ſhould marvel at its follow 
ing us, he bas. fore warned us If the world 
« hate you, ye know that it hated me before it 


.< hated you: if ye were of the world, the world 4 


would love its own, but becauſe ye are not of 
the world, but I have choſen you out of the 
e world; therefore the world hateth you.” What 
a ſtrange reaſon is this ! Becauſe I love you, there- 


fore the world hates you. What God chooſes, 
„ „„ 5 
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rejests. Why: . . Gol 
th: wart 5m ſmiles, or fear its frowns ? The 
world, which lieth in wickedneſs, cannot love 
_ thee, and its enmity cannot hurt thee. Remem- 
ber the w. ba of Jeſus , Theſe things have 1 
ſpoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
© peace! in the world ye sHALL have tribula- 
and Iwill overcome it in you: tribulation from 
it ſhall not hurt your peace in me, but ſhall in- 
ereaſe it: Iwill make my love the ſweeter for 
its enmity: troubles from it ſhall be well repaid 
with my joys: and when it quite caſts you out, 
hen will I take you into my boſom, and let you 
now _— affection 8 [2 newly Side 
_aominr?t nit 1) bon fide 
W = O my 1 e fuck 
_ awvexchange? Is it not Wie part with 
dhe world bor Chriſt, and to give up its joys for 
is? What greater gain canſt thou expect, than 
to in Obriſt, and by him to be crucified to this 


preſent evil world? Dying to it thou wilt be 
moxe alive to him, and therefore happier in him. 


As other ties are diſſolved, thy heart will be knit 
dleſer to thy divine lover. Warmed with his 


. precious love,, <-cloathed. with the ſun, and the 


moon under thy feet” thou wilt haſten thy 
ſteps heavenwards; yea, thon wilt be ready t 
en. eee thy ex 


ol euer, 


— „Make haſte, aſt lates me be thou ike 
o à ro; or to a young hart upon the moun- 


"oe os TH@ 9 Un n 4 (8 BL 


5 che chid * 'of God were often 


: _ Henin n menen an doe 
rols. e de eee dun 


enjoythnenit — , Near wee p. 
of che Lerd often mentions i * erg his bigheſt 


ut Faul and S Pr pe Re RATES 
unte God? This has often been the caſe fince 
theirtime= the Lord has often vifited his pri- 
öner) aud dhe 1 pou "of bie countenante Has 
we nor called Water ee ſuffering at pa eh 
wrartes be te Mis grace This i 4 a of wen 
from 


i eres ee 
7 1 ſeal the tet Ur | £1 


legs of, an e the fame. was given" to « a 


LOC b, ou | by — 
teſtin nony, and they loved not their lives unto 
| the death. What a triumph patience was 


r - 
34 4 BY 


_ their Lord? b ee ne O my ſoul, whe=- 
'=7 - thy leich de like theirs. Canſt thou endure, 


croſs? Read what they went through, who are 
well reported of by the Holy Ghoſt for their 
faith, and remember the ſame grace is promiſed 
to thee to carry thee patiently through all thy 
luerings- 5e They had trials of cruel mockings 
and ſeourgings, yea moreover of bonds and 
% impriſonmeints: they were ſtoned, they were 
« ſawmn aſunder, were tempted, were ſlain with 
< the ſword; they wandered about in ſheep 
* {kins/and-goat ſkins, being deſtitute, afflicted, 
4 tormented ; of Whom the world was not wor- 
« thy, they xwandered in deſerts and in mountains, 
ain dens and in caves of the earth, and theſe 
| ned a good report through faith.” 
| They ug celebrated l/ the holy Spirit for having 
endured, till they had run their race; 

fin ed their courſe with] joy. He ſets 2 8 
example before thee, that thou ſhouldſt not be 
lothful in running the ſame race, but a follower 
of them, who eee mer, inherit 
the promiſes. 4; 191 | 5% 8 Art * oth 
Meditate 3 O my Soul, _ refle& 
againiand again upon the great need thou haft 
of patience. Remember the croſs lies in thy 


The Lord has appointed it to be thy _ 
and it is entailed - upon chee, as much as the 
Fl Vol. . 5 D - | kingdom 
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as they did? How is thy patience; under the 
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way to the crown, and thou canſt not avoid it. 
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DFT Wben he eee thee 
veith it, he! does not. act mexely as/a; ſovereign, 
but as à Father. He deals with choc, as With 
ſfons. His children want, and his children have 
correction. None are without it. But they ſind 
it hard to bear. The will of the fleſſi is i impa- 
tient under the croſs. Self love hates it. Carnal 
reaſon cannot be reconciled to it. If it be thus 
with ſons, what muſt it be with baſtards? The 
natural in „ when he is brought into great 
trouble, is like a mad beaſt. If his pains be 
N. and acute, he rages, ſtorms, and blaſ- 
nes: if they be alſo laſting, having no God 
to go to, he oſten gives way to deſpair, and diſ- 
patches himſelf with a piſtol, running to hell for 
___rehef. O my foul; marvel not at this. If God 
Had __ 2 to en den the ſame trials might 
95 the e i end. 
: Hon hes 1s'patience. ? without it thou 
canſt not bear the croſs, mann 
—— hoes it. And how neceſſary 
are the Wo bole bei: for: 16:Prac- 
3 f Pati 2NCE 
the croſs, unleſs hs bs: firſt eee that God 
ds rconbiled to him and loves him in his Son. 
Wien he is fatisfied af this, he will, ſee all 
ſchings (the croſs among the reſt) well ordered for 


bim in the eovenant, and all working together 


7 5 foro ithe beſt. The croſs is mereifully ſent to 
make a triabof theſe dodtrines : by it God would 
n mee 


PEP truth and bring forth thi power of 
them, that it may app car they were not learned, 


is notions; but defer by his almighty 


: g His end is anſwered. The trial of faith 
_ eſtabliſhes the peace of God in the conſcience; 

and Ehr ms He love of Gol in the Heart, and 

thereby keeps patienee Waiting for ſtrength to 

Bold out, and for à bleſſed iſſue. The believer 
made ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus 

elites” patiently.” 'He knows from whom' his 
erbſs cbmes. It is the appointment of His Father; 
who does not ſend it in hatred. He never afflicts 
his children, but in perfect love: He never put 
a heaby er6fs upon them to break the back of 
meir patienee, but to ſtrengthen it, and to train 
nem uß to bear greater burdens. He would 
teach themWHeir! Wenknefs, and his ſtrength 
3 _ Wants, And his" fur plics—he would call forth 


Heir faith för the honor of his word and their 


— for the glory of tits faithfulneſs! Lord, 


tegel rie theſe Teffons:” 1 want the experience 
"them every day, O my God, make me an 
bütmbie difeiple in the fchool of Chriſt. There 
| — — can I learn to ſuffer thy will; to thee I come 

his grace!" Affiſt me; O thou Spirit of wif. 
jt id revelation, in reuding thy Word, that 
thibigh Patience s and comfort of the ſeriptures 1 


may have hope Enable me to meditate night 
and day on the doctrines of grace revealed in 
them, and to mix faith Wätll' them, that I may 
8 1755 'D a 8 be 
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© Alton 1 in the patience of hope. O merciful 
God and Father, I deſire to be ſtrengthened 
mightily” by thy Spirit in the inner man to bear 
thy crofs. I would live in a continual depen- 
dence: upon thine arm to carry me through every 
trial. O thou God of patience and condalation, 

enable me to hear thy croſs daily to the praiſe of 

| the glory of thy grace, and to bear it patiently 

to the end;*that I may finiſh. my courſe with joy. 
Be it unto thy ſervant according to thy word, 
. wherein | thou haſt cauſed me to put my truſt. 
Amen, {o be it Lord, -r... 
I s o keceive benefit from afflickions is à great 
. bleſſing: To ſuffer them with a reßgned will, 
1 yea. to rejoice in them, as if all the j in the 
world, was come to us, is contraty to ſenſe and 
fecling ; to carnal reaſon. ar to human phi fo- 
phy; therefore our heavenly? Father has gra- 
ciouſly informed his children of his love in afflict- 


ing them: Theſe infotmations are the groun, 


their! faith, and were given to ſilence murn 

ing in their hearts, and to keep them waiting 5 

poatientiy for be promiſed We its ohh iffering- 
INS which thif,15 2740, oo OP bet! 

_ © Taxrxp;/ and not the leaſt; Net DAY 

tying. of the fleſh, and the deadening of it in 


ſfhoſe affections and luſts, which, if nat daily 
mortifed, ; ſhould ſtop the peliever in his walk, 
nd Would hinder, his. holy communion with 
bo When Hith hae been tried, . Om 
"0 e 


wank” or 1 ws © 1 


bebe che fire, proved to be the faith of God's 
Hef, and when patience has gone through the 


ery furnace and has found no harm, then it 5s 
the Fu Her's will to advance and to improve his 
Children in the doctrine of the croſs. They have 
a carnal mind ſtill, which is enmity againſt God 
La body of fin an old man of ſin the fleſh in 


nature, nch doth remain, yea in them that are 
regenerated, is the greateſt enemy to their holy 
walk with God in conſtant peace, and growing 
love: Becauſe it is not ſubject to the law of God, 


neither indeed can be. Ihe life of ſenſe in 


them is always oppoſing the life of God. 
Hence the continual war between nature and 5 


grace, which if man ey] not find. in him- 


ſelf; he may depend upon it, he either never . 


was alive to God, or n at that time he 
is dead to God. If he be living by the faith of 
hes Son of God, he will alſo be fighting the 
good fight of »faith againſt, all the enemies of 
His falvation. He will never think of putting off 


the Whole armor of God until he put off the 


6dy of fin and of death: And until that day 


it into ſubjedtion. Ho-? abſolutely neceſſary this 
ſtriving i is, appears from the tender compaſſion of 
our God and Father, who has appointed and 


. in covenant ** all the croſſes, Which 
| pere 


* „* 3 


n luſting againſt the ſpirit.” This their fleſhly : 


00 me, he will be ſtriving for the maſtery over 
bis body, that he may keep it under and bring 
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11 upon a and which 
were io be kept upon it, till death, It is his 
boy will herghy to reſtrain its ſaffections, to mor- 
tify its luſts, to hedge up its way: by thorns, and 
afflitions, and, by theſe means he would een 
its power. Is not this mercy upſpeakable? And 
what. more likely method could he co contrive; thus 
4867 rucify, the fleſh, than to put N and at Keep | 
it wen the, croſs? For as, the Gnful, nature is 
deadened the new man is renewed. day by day. 
The one grows. more alive, by, the, mortification 
" of the other. The ſubduing, of unbelief, pride, 
and ſel-ſeeking is the frengthening, of, faith, 
humility, and gloxifying, God. This command 
therefore is frequently given, to, belieyers- — 
off che old man- =put on the new—moxti Y Your 
members which are upon the carth--erucity 5 Z 
fleſh with its: affections. and ulis, And, his is 
ſpoken to believers, high in [gra e, às high ag 
eyer any went, or gan go. The Spirit of God 
ſays to. the. SAINTS. at, Rome Let not ſin reign 
in your mortal body, that ye dhould gbey it in 
BE < the Juſts thereof, neither yield ye, our mem: 
2 © bers. AS. inſtruments of. unrigh couſneſs unto 
ce * "uM _ The infallible Spirit _ #9, fe 
SAINTS, at Epheſus---* Put off. Foncerning th he 
& former converſation. the old. man, who is is on ropt 
'« according to the deceitful lyſts ; and Put, on, the. 
7 i new man,” The fame precept, is given by the 
fame Pin! to the, (FAINT, at Sor Mortify | 
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This i is an bey war; and all the Am God . 
4 engaged in it. They are fighting againſt 
| every: thivg Gals; but more partienlarly watch» 
ing under arms againſt their own, corrupt nature, 
which is their hardeſt warfare: Becauſe there is 
no releaſe from it, and it is carried on by con- 
tinual ſelf denial, by reſiſting the affections and 
luſts of the old man, and by oppoſing his giving 
up the members of his body; as inſtruments of 
unrighteouſneſs unto ſin. But as good ſoldiers 
of Chriſt Jeſus they reſiſt unto blood ſtriving 
againſt ſin. The captain of their ſalvation is 
son their ſide to encourage them with his 


promiſes, and to help them with his ſtrength. 
He intends to lead them on conquering and to 
conquer, therefore he lays the eroſs upon their 
eee as the menen means of ſub- 
duing them, and to reconcile them to it, he 
ſpeaks unto them, as unto children 
My ſon; deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of 
the Lord. I do not afflict thee in hatred; but 
in covenant love. My deſign is to mortify the 
_— of ſin and therefore I give thee this whole- 
n Phe. Thou haſt many bad humors and 
f ns, for which I have appointed thi 
ſove nnen, Truſt my ſill believe my 
love. depend upon mine arm- Hand thou wilt 
| Wee e ofit ble to the fpirit. however 
= b e e painful 
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painful te the Reſh!” Wait, and the end ſhalf 
1 9 Wie Sd Had: x MU. A ts; wo 
0 this truth the pisgdet Taiah bears" clear 
teſtimony. "He xpliins"the oc Geligiivin | 
nent bis tells tem it was to 
purge them from Weir thiquiryy te keep them 
from the love of fin; and to eee praftice 
_ of it. He afflicted en M asse s ür he 
afflicted their enemies in ede Hath be ſmit- 
ten Trae); as he ſmote thoſe” that ſmote him? 
No, he has not. Or is he ſlain according to 
the flau ghter of them that are ſlain by him? No, 
He chaſtifes his in love; he has appointed the 
mealire, ne time, the degree of their correction. 
in meafure When it ſhooteth forth; en 
debate wirf it; he ſtayeth bis rough wind in 


the day of his caſt” wind: by this (moderate 
afffiction) therefore ſhall the itiiquity of Jacob 
ebe purged, and this is all the fruit to take 


away his fin“ te keep him back from fin in 
ne general, and from the ſin of idolatry in particu- 
E as it follows in the prophet When he 
e maketkh all the ſtones of the altar like chalk 
1 ne?! that are beaten in ſunder, then the 
* groves and images ſhall not ſtand up“ The 
altar, at which they offered their — 
ſhall be broken down, like ſtones burnt in pieces 
for lime, and the groves and images ſhall niok 
ſtand 1251 ha mw be broken «EIN + Hel 
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5 trained- idolatry - ſhall be thrown down. TH 
And God aße, tis hall be AL U the fruit and 
ent of his chaſtening. $4 He tells his people of his 
ign, that they might know their affliction 
would bring forth good fruit, and that they 
might wait patiently for the fulfilling- of his pro- 
miſe. Bleſſed are all they that wait for him: 
they ſhall” never be "difippointed” of their 
bop e ee eee e i A 
Ho- gracious is God in N nd with bis 
children Tle provides the beſt for them, in- 
| th Hof it, and be auſe they have a fallen 
oppoſite to his holy mind and will, an 
enemy bois glory and tb their oven peace, he 
acquaints them with his deſign in ſubduing it. 
He appoints affliction” for this end. . i is the 
chaſtening of the Lord. He promiſes them 
ä firength-to'bear/it,. . Nos 
19 d ſhall flow from it. Iniquity, their 
worſt etemy, ſhall rn 5 
— Niall be ae to its 
 ol@'k idols, and as it dies to them it ſhall be hap- 
pier in the love of God: O bleſſed croſs] what 
mereies doſt thou bring with thee? Is not that 
mee under God produces ſuch | 
unſpeakable mercies? Take it up then, O my 


. yy bear *. ently, a * 3 choiĩceſt 
ails! iq N 2 ft 


60 a; 


— 


5 Pi refaſe.d- bead i 


and) bleſſings ene to make 118 mi 


cross, Fee, fin.” 2 nothing. 
that would: handeri-my; Walking with thee,. or 
would dęptiveb me of thy ſriendſhip and favors. 


— 3 
but what makes it bd The burden, f om thy 
chi wc a PHI c mes 1 chy corruption 


ant Lord God reconcile me to my daihy 
crofs; May thy vill, in it be dot N ortify L 


Seen ihn, poste but deadon its aſſecti 
12 and. pls... rb Wr neee ac thou 


baten. and may Abit — ils pr, 


journen 15 b be.my boſom appr the dear 


2 


Thou bod — debe have: one: IV ; 
dethrondd... O come,;Aandoreighs alone in me, 
almighty!iFefus, and ſubdug *hatever--oppoſes 

thy. lawfub/gorominent. » An Sour an m 
God, make all within me feel the power of thy 


I bleſs —— ben — e — 


1 wa bane. —— let me be 


e | „ Pons 


bene hy - Vrengſy of thy, death, | 
that I may be alſg in the, likeneſs « of thy reſur- 8 
| retionsvNend to dh, but alive, to God. Taſk 
this} for thy great name's fake, .; Let it. be thy. 
good pleaſure to hear and apſyve 1 „ bel Bs - 
thou wilt. I haye thy e e reſt. 
Amen, and Amen. ef Ana 44 LAS? rt 
ee mnith cevie ay mercies,. Con 46. 
| f ten good God has done for thee, 
and What irrer che has MY. in ſtore. 
He has —— meaſure recenciled thee. to ; His P 
croſs. Thou art convinced, it 18; thy . Father! J 
appointmens, een for the beſt by. his infinite 
„and, ſettled on thee: for thy xicheſt portion 


in ti 1 le ſends it for the trial of thy faith, 
that it me be found unto praiſe, and honor a: 
| glory-+for thejexerciſe and for the improyement 
of thy patience---for, the mortifying of the body 
of ſin,, and fon the geadenint of the life of ſonſe. 
11 is is the w i of thy; moſt. loving and tender 
Father. He, ſends the croſs to be the means.of 
theſe bleſſings. - Certainly. then it cannot binder 
thy walk with him, but in all theſe,reſpefts, will | 
tend to keep thee in the wo and Thi help at. 
forward in it; and thus 5 aht | 
Fourthly, It will aſſiſt 5 Ale ths "holy 
fellowſhip and communion with God:,. This is 
the principal thing in religion. We Fell from 
br — Nie e Wenne mae ve" 


| 7 "religion 
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A eto at” . Pur e chfifttan: Chriſt iy 
"ay. No IT cometh to" the Father, but b 
$8. | fox thete? is teten in dec 14, | 

% ly can for ive "in: "he only can Juſtify ſinners. 
oy And thik way was C ntrived in Gat 'of 
"te Trinity for the Highet"difplay of their divine 
perfections: Which begin to be manifeſted, 
When the Spit of life enters ihto tlie ſinner, and 


Aikens fim; Whew me Spirit cb agen en. 
= Abies Him to truſt in the at nement and obedie 
of Immanuel, ah thereby” 10 8 Go reconciled, 
and to call hit, Abba, Father. With this faith 
1 br in Jeſus he expects from the Father'#Tove” all his 
| | boten MHercies: Thus Thus he has felle Gini with 
ner and the Son by the holy ee 
ftands related to the eternal Three in their © 
Hant offices, and lie receives freely in believing 
cer ee 'of eien ee — 10 


©—"Riniong thieks b 


1 Gm eters 60 chis beine whe They 
be” drt ſtäbbörniy after their own wer, 

_ The errör of cheif owh' ways, Unter RET He: | 
0 ke delt bc toß rem. They J ok = 

at the guilded cup of pleaſure, an b5 aa. 
o its Weets Without an feat ok be da $6: 


foil bfxed bp with it. Bit 
5 —— 
5 Working WH a Henfe of Flt; and Head f Pt 5 
Went, nen tench the; want of — 
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WALK on; FAITE, 5 53. 
ae 4 good ſchoglmaſter 10 bring them unto. 
Chriſt. So God dealt with the, chief, of. the 
Old Teſtament linners—a giant in iniquity, who 
ſurpaſſed all that were before him, ; in J eruſalem. | 
"for idolatry, and. blood. ſhedding, "The Lord ſent, 1 
his, prophets. to warn him of bis guilt, but! Ve | 
bw Not hearken. He, hardened. his heart, tal 

rd brought upon him the captains of the 
the king of Aſſyria, Who took Manaſſeh 
among the thorns, and bound him with, fetters, 
and carried him to Babylon : And. when he wa 
in affliction, he beſought the. Lord, his G God, and. 
humbled. himſelf greatly. before the. God of. his, 
fathers, and prayed. unto, him, ang, he. was ig. 
treated c of. him, and, heard his ſypplication, and . 
bro ht him again to Jeruſalem into his king-, 
don .;\.then Manaſſeh, knew. | that the Lord he, 
was, God. His caſe, Was not Angular. It is a. 
common thing with the Lord to ſend affliction 


By 0 fin Bis [that he may. lead bis Bade . 


A ISS: 


mel, * 0 End ee. "And, "when. 9 9 | 
ha we, found. it, he ſtill, uſes. the eto to keep 
them near unto himſelf... Indeed the croſs alone 
has: hot this effect, but rather the contrary. 
The be. apatural, man bas bis fletfulneſs ſtirred 


| vp, by tu fering, and cannot help murmuring _ 


the, will of God... But grace ſanCtifies ſuffer- | 


re a Hiring. Þ ly e 5 


* 
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dd be with His chilldreii in evety 


Wh e dee he path oy das Joſe 
eines, Amer. fi . Jt BUD. PA! 9 n 
i Sec aan great aud matt troubles; they 
than HF Teparits' Betievers ri Rim? becauſe 
he will then de with them; as he ſpake unto 
Lia Feur net to ys" down into Egypt, for 
1 1 will guete lake” Al dbee s g. great nation, 


the Mau +: onion which the t taſk! 
Heavily afflifted his deſcendents with their 
3 dens, but tlie more they a Ae ten, "oY 
moe the y multiplied and” grew: 80 it was with: 
the Iſrael Tor Gd. They need not fear any af. 
fiction: for their God has promiſed to be with 
tern in it, and by it to make them great” chrif- 
tians; the more they are afflicted the more all 
nd grades multiply and gro Wee 1 wilt be with 
e thee. in trouble; ſays God-—-I will redeem,” 1 
6 will ſave thee from all thy troubles—miany are 
4e the troubles "of the rigliteons, batt will de- 
4 liver” thee out of theme Al yea, When thou 
wy padeſt' through the. water, *and"through- "the 
Alte, Twill de ith: thee, atid' will" preſerve 
inter From zl Erl T will rated alt chefe ting 
« work toge het fir thy hoo Theſe promiſes 
are great {upport to faith? for God? "Shigazes 
affliction. He 
does not intent! that any ſhould” feparate them 
font als bat that all 1h ould . mem near 0 
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; idle le fays” he will be With nn 
therefore expect his. prefente;' and ir their af. 
flictions be ery great, they may on good gründe . 
wait for his tithe” of deliverance.” And as his | 
© wor@ cannot be broken, their truſt inn it will be. 
confirmed; and their hearts will be” eſtablihed 
i Waiting upon the” Lort” If their ferien 
eögkinus Wing He is with chem ll the” time 
making chem ſenfible of their On 'weaknefs, 
and putting forth Mis bfamiſeck firengrli” both 
that chey may entlüre, ah may alſo perſevere | 
in enduring: thus he a "theit Patience: 
And becauſe” they have Hill' a carnal natire, 
which cannot bear the croſs, God therefore + 
keeps it upom chem, in breer*to erucify* the-Aleſh 
with its:/affe@ions* and luſts; that as they die 
uno ſin thiey may live unte righteboufnefs. Such : 
is the declared purpofe of God in aclicting his 
children: he would hereby cheriſh theſe: graces 
in them, by Which communion with him is Kept 
up; and a5 theſe grow, communion with Hirt 
will grow. in proportion. Faith will look 5 
at the truth, and live more upon the faithfulnels 
f God. Patience wilt depend mote* on His arm, . 
Ad e Ab Happineſs the believer Can find in 


thecreatiire; he 25 ſeek Abit will find the mot 
to His Ged. The mortifying « of the old man will, 
of courſe make the new man more alive: for as 
the RO ofthe croſs of Etviſt is laid: upon "the 


. e eee - 00k 


FX 427 E , * ; 7 q EF: * 12 * * * 4, "+ <q 
7 e 1 * . ws 9 


8 
92 


#355 


by 7 
% 1 „ 
1 


love, Ti 


9 * 2 MY r c by r * * * wr 
1 TOTES 6 R ent” Wet ORE 
1 py \ * E pes N 
Os — 


56. . Abe or FALK. 


e the eee ofthe Jie, of Chri vill be 


Experienced i in the Jatter. 16-416] 9 Ox 8 5101 8 
Aut ſuch is the good 
cen under the croſs, chat. che has given them 


ſeveral very. particular. and expreſs. promiſes, in 


of God, to. his, chil- | 


| 8 


order to \ ſtrengthen their faith and Patience. He 
bas ſhewn them what fello) 7 up, they. are to ex- 
pet, 1. the eternal Three in their covenant 


| offices; for promoting which he moſt mercitully 


| Provided. the croſs.;...0 my:ſoul,. ce EA 


carefully ſurvey, this rich contrivance of divine 
nd when the croſs is ſent, take it up in 


faith, and expect tal be a partaker of its coyenant 


5 bleſlings, . how. 4. LOTD Bibi. 1626; lag. Feen 
Remember, it is laid upon thee to promote 


communion with i Cod and ;Savigur.; The 


- appointed, trial comes. It. ais to give thee proof 
of the foundnef 


of thy faith in Jeſus, and to let 


des ges by experience, that thou, haſt. not be- 
Tieved in yain: Ton haſt fled to him for gefuge, 


from . fin and guilt, from, Wrath. and, hell; He 
took. thee into, his. protection ;. and nom &y 
0 ſafety i in him is to. be attacked. ,. It 


ill be ſeen, 


£4 tat 


| that. the, foundation upon, which, thou ſtandeſt 


Will bear thee up in an hour of temptation. If 


: thou t haſt indeed fellowſhip with. Rim in his glo- 
ious. falvation,- it will; he made manifeſt to 
ü by great profit... The croſs is laid upon chee, 


N e eee FR Spa: of all 
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l n un. 


ſenſible oo 


| fart is failed. This is a ſweet ſeaſon for ſpiritual 
_ communion with thy Jeſus. He has deadened 
"the" enjoyment of other things, that thy heart 
- might be happier in him; therefore now thau 
art to bring the principles, laid down in the for- 
mer chapters, into practice. Here is a fair oppor · 
tunity to make uſe of them: for without them a 
man muſt ſink under ſuch a croſs; but through 
faith in the righteouſneſs of thy God and Sayiour 


thou wilt not only have powerful arguments, 
but wilt alſo have powerful grace, to bear thy 


fuſferiogs, ſuns under e and thankfy) for- 
them 2 A; YI Nr 3Þ:1 
= Under 1 "Mt wilt be ted 155 Jury 


| ind) upon” which I have built my hope of 


falcation? Is it the rock of ages? Does it bear 


me uß ſafe, and keep me unſſiaken in this time 
of trouble? Ves, bleſſings, eternal bleſſings on 


my f precious Jeſus: I have fled to him for refuge, 
and he has ſet my feet upon a rock, that can 


never be moved: Chriſt my paſſover is ſacrificed 
for me in the blood of ſprinkling I have put my 
truſt, and I am ſafe from the deſtroyer; he is my 


Prepftincien, ! in whom have redemption through 
faith in his blood: He is mine advocate alſs 
with the Father, ſi⸗ 


u ſurety while the! Father ſees him and lores 
him, he will ſee me in him and loye me with 
e he 


mfort 3 and 5 is kept upon thee till thou 
haſt no proſpett of any. Hope in creature cm- 
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him, my righteouſneſs, my ſanct 
full redemption. O thou moſt lovely loving Je- 
ſus; I have often been happy in the ſenſe of mine 


55 bus hs was mine infirmĩty. Pardon it my ſwe: 
| whit meets r Ne 
the virtue of thy farrifice' in the peac 
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the . 10 fe z is mine anden bless 
ification;” and my 


Wenn ee indeed} 2 fbr it has'teriov- 


ed what hindered my communion with' thee, 


and has brought me to feek thy pre 
enjoy thy ſupports, and thy comforts. 
fooliſh'enough: to wiſh it might paſs *. me; 


x" 
ee 


accept mine unfeigned thanks for 

Never in my life did I find 
of my 
conſcience; nor had I ſuch intimate communion 
with thee in thy finiſfied ſalvation, as I have had 


under this croſs. It tried me indeed, but the 


and to my profit. Am 


trial was to thy gl 


now- more faticfied® m_ ever, YL falvation 


weetncl=—Þ Aeli and thanks and praiſe 
dale dag baer, adorable God 
Aan ð v e ic 


s Aue any bu, thy ferve * aye, N nt 
mou mayeſt live in holy-friendthips with Jeſus?ꝰ 


then doſt chou fear his eroſs, Which; is his 
d way an een of ä 
4 * 


wats oF FAITH: ep 9 


Wo 8 


be has made to his ſuffering brethren. Read, 
de fulfilled in thine experience. Remember, 


he expects ſubmiſſion: he ſends the croſs to 


reſigned to his, herein thou wilt have fellowſhip 
wih him; and thou wilt have reaſon conſtantly 
to be praying to him Not my will, . but 
* be done. Wii 260k COME AP? F 
+ Conſider, for the improvement of this follow: 
| ſhip,” that thy Lord himſelf; was exerciſed with 


He has taken the curſe and wrath out of it, and 
has ſanctified it to all his followers. In faith 
they muſt take it up, and in patience carry it, or 
they will not come to the kingdom. Certainly 
then their Saiten Lord will be with them: 
yea; he has promiſed I will be with thee i in 
#.trouble”—ſcek: his preſence, O my ſoul, un- 
dier the eroſs wait for communion with him 
he has ſaid he will be with how: expect there- 
fore the light of his countenance; which is bet- 
ter than life. 0 not fear the roſs, ſince it is 
to bring thee ſuch a bleſſing: it is to be the 
means of thy fellowſhip with Jeſus in his ſenſible 


- audy the pool of his ied in 3» 3 | 
and take particular notice of the promiſes, which 


mark them, mix faith with them, that they may 
thay canſt not ſuffer, but by his will, to which 75 


ene thee this leſſon. It cannot hurt thee, if 95 
_ doſt not quarrel with it: but if thy will be 
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ſupport, and heay nly comfort ; ake it ur es 
u it removes all thine earthly joy. Let it 
: he pain of its loſs is not to be compared 
eren Telus wilt give hee 
pure holy joy, and by his divine art will extract 
it out of pain. He afflicts, that he may comfort. 
He takes away ſenſual; that he may give ſpiri- 
tat pleaſure. He removes ereature- love, that 
he may communicate more of this happy love 


In mercy he chaſtiſes. He ſees there is need to 


dens it f 


mortify nn. He ſends the crofs for this purpoſe, 
wid bleſſes What he ſends. It works like whole- 
Tome phyſic: But ob! it is bitter, it is nauſeous 
to the taſte. Why do you chaw it then? Swal- 
oy low the pill. The benefit is not to be found in 
he mouth, but in the ſtomach. There it will 
purge bad humors. The ſovereign phyſician in- 
ould operate upon every evil temper, 
Which would hinder your bleſſed communion 
with him, and ſhould be the means of exerciſ- 
en 2 eh which e enen _ 
55 - Saoh g the croſs of Ch ift—ta en-up in dan. 
mp e 12 5 _— * the” -groiteſt vleſing 
upon earth.” There is no greater in heaven: 
only they enjoy it by ſenſe, and we by faith. 
But we have the ſame fellowſhip With them in 
Jeſus, and the ſame communion with them in 
the * of — And for — he 
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to the life of ſenſe, that it may feel more of hap- 
pineſs in him. When he has withdrawn other 


joys, he oſten ſhines into the heart with joy un- 


| love tokens to his ſuffering brethren, and gives 


his richeſt cordials in their deepeſt diftreſs. Each E: 


of fuch happy ſouls can fay—-It is good for me 
to ſuffer with Jeſus. ' Yes, Lord: Fam thy wit⸗ 
neſs: thy croſs: is good: it has been the means 
* it to forſake communion with other objets, 
and to enjoy communion with thee in thy pre- 


| 5 If thou haſt been pleaſed to take 
away any of my beloved objects, thou haſt in 


and adore thee for the diſtinguiſhing grace 
vouchſafed to me under the croſs. It was en- 


tirely from thee, and the effect a t u love, that 


I had any patience, or any fellowſhip with thee 


in the way of ſuffering. It was thy doing, and 1 
glorify thee for enabling me to maintain peace 


with the Father through faith in thine. raten 
unto death, and for. ſatisfying me that my croſſes 
were appointed and ſent by covenant love. Thou 


art the giver of theſe bleſſings, and on thee 1 


wait for the continuance of them. Whatever 
thou calleſt upon me to ſuffer, order it and me, 
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ſeemeth beſt to thy godly wiſdom. nn 
me not to myſelf. Be always with me, my good 
Lord, that I may bear thy croſs, and carry it pa- 
tiently and profitably, thou ſuſtaining both me 
and it every ſtep of my way to heaven. Hear 
me, my Jeſus, and anſwer : for without thee I 
can do nothing; but ſtrengthened by thee I ſhall 
be able to bear all things, and my daily croſs 
will keep me in daily communion with thee to 

my profit and to thine eternal praiſe: Amen. 
uß commumion with him in the bleflings: of his 
ſalwation. So it does with the Father in his love. 
In the covenant his name is expreſſive of his 
office. He is a Father, who has every holy af. 
fection and feeling of love. e embraces in the 
bowels of the tendereſt parent all his — 
Chriſt the head, and all the members of his body, 
the church! With one undivided love his heart 
is ſet upon Chriſt» and them, and with the ſame 
boüntiful hand he bleſſes him and them What 

Chriſt is they ſhall be In this moſt gracious re- 
lation he ſtands to che whole houſfiold of faith. 
He is their Father, who loves and accepts them, 
3 dons, juſtifſes, f ik . | | 
all ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings in Chriſt ede | 
It is hard to believe this under the croſs. To 
leave to him in love, as our Father, when nis 
hand is lifted up to ſmite, yea when we ſmart | 


un der is rod, then to ſee love in his heart and 
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band; is faith, very ch 


| We dark upon our ſufferings as coming 


from the Wrath of God. We think he muſt be 


liſpleaſed, or elſe he; would not delight to put 
us to pain: upon this account we, are not, regon- 
ciled, #0, A crols, but ow Nat 


= 1. 


this . and — Gad. in a more 


bee light, even in the ſevereſt chaſtiſ mer 
of his children 
are his ſons. This relation cannot. ſubſiſt with - 


ſigns the motives and ends of his pr 
has always the ſame Father's love, and is always 
dealing with them as with ſons: His eroſs.is one of 


the chief marks of it. He ſends it with a meſ- 
er intends an-abundant 
ve, he generally makes 
munen! by ſome heavy croſs, and when he 
ntinue, or increaſe his favurs, he keeps 


. 3 dof wes 


a — them: It is his appointed means 
of promoting fellow ſhip with him in the graces 


I and; bleſſings of his-fatherhy love, And it anſwers 


this end, when it is received by faith, and carried 
by patience: for then the believer, reſting on the 


ſure foundation laid bun in thetholy life and 


ae l eg We n $9: en, 
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and exports every : d being fron 0 


be - Whatever crofs comes, he receives it from 


bis Father in Jeſus. He holds faſt this trutb- 
God is my God—he loves me perfectly in bis 
Son, and therefore 1 fhall find ſome proof of his 
fatherly love in this affliction. But if his faith 
ö be weak, if he forget, or forſake for a time his 

dation, then the croſs will become intolera- 


et Murmuring will ariſe. The fleſh will heark- 


en ie belief,” Fretfulneſs will take place, and 


thus God will be robbed of. his glory, and the 


believer of his comfort. It has pleaſed God there. 
fore, in order to ſtrengthen his children's faith 
againſt cheſe attacks, to give them many plain 
declarations of his invariable intention to do 
them good in all their afflictions. The Som is a 
wWitneſs ſor him: he was in the boſom of the 
Father; and knew all the purpoſes of His heart. 
. Ja — beg ofthe 
« ſays he-to higdifcigles, the true vine, and my. 
Father is the huſbandman t 


- reh mant in me, he taketh away, and 
ich that beareth fruit, RE TUReRHrR 
% IT, THAT IT Mar BRING FORTH MoRE 


"- 
_ 
vs. 8 0 4. * 1 
* 4 
- 


*«-pxv77.” The Father looks upon all his chil- 
©.dren,”as one with Chriſt ; as eee to. 
bim. and in him, /as the branche 

herefore iwie wen * takes the ==} 


a 


Cal 


Cial seum cure of them. N very b 
does not bear fruit in Chriſt it 
it, every branch in me, bur very 
does not bear fruit I ME | 
to'be=--iniprofeſion, a brane 
ful branch, yet it has 1 it wat 510 ent 
off from the old dead ſtock; nor grafted into mo 
the life-giving vine. The huſbandman knows 
this e phat“ which my heavenly, 
Father hath not planted, ſhall-be rooted up. He 
does this in an hour of trial. Then it appears, 
that ſuch branches were only in appeatance 15 
unted to the vine: for if he had made them part 
ol it, he Would no doubt havè continued them in 
t he tod them away that they might be 

- „ that bey were not one with the vine. 

This is a great part of the vine-dreſſer's buſineſs 
Shen fuffers no Totten branches upon his Vine, 
He gpes over his charge and attends to every 
branch. If any ſeem to men, or to themſelves to 

be in ther vine: for hypoorites are great ſelf de-. 

ceivers, and the Jelf-righteous' love to be deceĩv- 

cd, and proud? nature is fond of growing into 

Chriſt by ſomething of its I, the vine: dreſſer 

im duo time diſcovers their miſtake, and manifeſts | 

to the world tit they were not branches of his 
grafting e for! be lalelh them: (away /; but every 

bratith, ſuys Chriſt,” that beareth fruit by its 

oombunion with me, he bange: by his divine 

huſbandry he-teinoyes — 1 _—_ 
: ALT | op * 


* I 
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- len Hop grow: +T am the vin 


And is this bits no. e. Does he'a 


"theicaſe — — haſt tiv 
to eps r theſe bleffings from theerof8? 


„e e 6/ſupports-them. 4 1 2 


priving me, They” have e aum 


Hoſe he:cotretts. He purges 


every noxious quality, an whatever is contrary 
Wale — nature of S he ſub- 


be dd flourifhing=tike/the ſtock upon 
5 8 Chat ye 
ne ce tiſbaridry is $0\make 


ale in Seb Hs 2 oY þ 2 


Does _— ſend very ria 


promiſe for tHy"Faith' to reſt on & promiſe, 


"which diſcovers the heart of thy Father, and his 
 ibutidant 10e im ufflicting thee. He would have 
hee not only to believe in his 4 
: — He* aMidts. eee 


put alſo to 


n wih him under the 
Wn. 


—— 


Aoki he digits, n 

ing it up and of promoting it. O ſeek then bỹß 
faith for the promiſed fruit. Expect in patience 
the rich harveſt. And that thou mayeſt quietly 
ſubmit to the Father's will in purging thee; as a 
branch, obſerve how exactly the! apoſtle Paul 
agrees with his bleſſed  Maſter— Furthermore 

«we have had fathers of our fleſh, who corrett. 

e ed us, and we gave them reverence, ſhall we 
not much rather be in ſubjection unto the | 
45 Father of ſpirits, and live? For they verily 
for à fe days corrected us, after their own 
pleaſure; but he for our profit, that we might 
«</be PARTAK ERS OF HIS HOLINESS.” There 
is a reverence due to earthly» parents, and chil- 
dren are required to ſubmit to their correction; 
although herein they often conſult/their/own/will 
and pleaſure more than their children's profit. 
And is not greater reverence due to the Father 
of our ſpirits, and ſhall not we ſubmit to his cor: 
rections ? Eſpecially ſince his deſign in them is 
to promote the greateſt dignity and higheſt hap- 
pineſs of his children, even to make them par- ö 
takers of his holineſs: For to partake is not only 
to give them a title to, but alſo to give them 

poſſeſſion of, to communicate; to have fellowſhip 
with him, to ſhare with him, in his bo/inefs:” Ho- 
lineſs is the Father's image in his children, by 
which he makes them like him, and capable of 
enjoxing . He choſe them in Chriſt before 
>] | the 


dhe foundation of the world ti Would be 
holy. He choſe them in Chriſt, and made Chriſt 
their fandtification. In him they partake, as 
| branches in the vine, of his holy nature. They 
are one en him in righteouſneſs and true boli- 
neſs. He is the divine root, from which all the 
branches by the influence of the holy Spirit de- 
rive their nouriſhment and growth. From him 
is their fruit found. And the heavenly huſband- 
man purpoſing to make tlie branches very fruit - 
ful as pruvided eſfectual meatis:/ Among which 

the chief is his fatherly correction. This he ſends 
10 all his children, and in the tendereſt love. He 
would have them to bring forth much fruit, that 
herein he may be glorified—holy fruit, produced 
by his care and culture, and ripened by daily | 
communications of his grace. Therefore he ap- 
points many heavy trials and croſſes, by which 
he deſigus to bring them not only to believe in 
His love; but alſo to a growing enjoyment of it. 
He would communicate to them an increaſe of 
_ its: bleſſings.” He would have them nearer to 
- himſelf and more like to himſelf—Holy\ as he is 


holy>-not in degree, but in likeneſs.” He would 


teach them more ſubmiſſion to his will, for 
Which he wiſely and mercifully- ſuits the croſs. 
He would, impreve their love to him, which he 
does by manifeſting his to them: therefore he 
ſends his eroſs to deaden their hearts to other 


eee may give then eee f 
587 . | bis. | 
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. Ad bla Thildbed bare found, ae 
times bleſſed times. They never had ſuch near; 

neſs to tbeir Father, ſuch holy freedom with 
| 8 and ſuch heavenly, Ttefreſhments from him, 
as under the croſs. It only took away what ſtopt 
the increaſe of this happineſs, which thereby was 
made more ſpiritual and exalted. The croſs 
thus ſanctiſied is the greateſt. bleſſing on this ſide 
of heaven. Becauſe by it the Father keeps his 
children in the cloſeſt, communion, that they 
wy with him upon earth; by it he purges 
| m, makes them fruitful, and partakers of his 

* by it he crucifies the life of ſenſe, 
deadens them to the world, mortiſies their li its 
and paſſions, and by it as the outward man pe- 
riſheth the inward man is renewed day by day. 
Moſt bleſſed rent Daily the Father com- 
municates, and by means of the croſs, new life, 
new ſtren . and new comfort to the inward 
man. By the right ſpirit renewed within him 
he learns the neceſſity of the daily croſs--he ſees 
the merciful appointment of it to teach reſigna- 
tion to the Father's holy will, to work a confor- 
mity to the firſt- born among many brethren both 
in ſuffering and by ſuffering, to bring in ſenſible 
experience of the Father's ſupport and comfort. 
What bleſſings are theſe? how great! how pre- 
cious ! To be branches in the vine, and to have 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the huſband- 


. OOO into him O what an in- 
1 | bnite 


"WAL Kk or 741 r. 


| Ae sep de chis ! and to be under his fpecia 
Wes faithfully watched over in order to remove 
every thing hurtful, and to beſtow every thing 
, uſefu this love paſſeth underſtanding: And to 
have this love to feaſt upon in "the" abſence of 
other” "Eoniforts, to have them taken away on! 
to make room for this, Weide mon ent. 
1 even under troubles and affl and 
be only purged by them in order to bring forth 
much fruit; theſe are ttiumphs of divine love, 
O my God and Father, I confeſs and deplore my 
frequent miſtaking thy denlings With me? I did 
not ſee they were all in love. Through mine ig- 
norance ar 1 ſelf-will F thought thy eroſs was a 
puriſhiment, and Fuſed wickedly to deſpiſe the 


concerning this thing. Forgive mine oppoſition 
to thy"erofs, and: ſubdue mine impatient defire 
t ſhake' it off. „Holy Father, mortify my will, 
and make it boy to thine? Ih will be done in 
me, and by me. Purge me, and make me fruit- 
ful under the croſs. Chaſten me, that I may be 
a pärtaker bf thy holineſs: 1*bleſsi thee, O my 
So, for the deſire which I havè to keep up com- 
munion witli thee in my ſufferings: I believe 
thou art my perfectly reconeiled Father in Jeſus 
and therefore truſting to thy love in him, I would 
take up thy croſs and expect under it thy cove- 
nant bleflings: #£1 Ves, Lord. This is of grace. 


r ſhowing) me the need of 
Toms 5 0 3 


? 


Chaſtening of the Lord. Pardon thy ſervant 


) FLY 8 R _ TROY „ 8 


crucify the out ward man as to renew the inward; 

mah 01 believe! it in my judgment 3 O bleſſed 
God, let me perience it in my heart and walk, 
Order all my Kath that they-miay work toge-- 
| 2 for tliy glory and for my good: 


Let en e en thy ſervant for 15 dear 


Son's ſake. Amen, and Amen. i ann bags m 
3 This bleſſed communion with the Fee 


the Son, which the ſan 
made the means of pror 


equal and co-eternal with the Fathe 


Son; and thro' him love to the Father, are from 
his infſuence. Hle is the Lord and giver of all 


ſpiritual life, and of every ſpiritual enjoyment: 
Hol: ſo ben 2 a. e for vhs 


ia eg Ghoſt 50 e ee all. This com- 5 
munion of the Holy Ghoſt conſiſted in partaking 
by his means with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his 


grace, and with the Father in his love, Phe 


holy Ghoſt made the application. He; quicken» 
ea hafen, and . the breath of life into 
| it, 


ward une eee to thy holy will. 3 
now ſee ond woe herein. It is as much love to 5 


ab ound, let conſolations abound; 
üſe, and I rely upon it! 


ting) is maintained by 
the holySparit:. He is a perſon 1 in the Godh c 4 £07 . 


n e is aßbee: tür apply ani to make 
. | al all covenant: bleſſings. 4 Faith in the 
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maine the Spirit äs, lomfaſſeriig”' ble Enables 


— Whoever ft zdfaf(t] lus 
under the croſs, and tate under it the 
2 this eren, _ the. Fa- 
Spirit = Therefo: F 
15 e faith in Jeſus, and with patience * 
the Father's rod, is ſaid to be from him The 


the ſoul to wait quietly. And if the time be 
long and the ſuffering hard, he gives long pa- 
tience. He does not take away the ſenſe of 
eee eee Bear it, and by 
it he produces a: plentiful harveſt of graces and 
leſſings. Thus he teaches us himſelf— Now 
no chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to be 
4 joyous, but grievous: nevertheleſs afterward 
Atlit FJieldeth the peaceable fruits off righteouſ- 
«neſs; unto them cho are exerciſed thereby” 
_ += Theſe: are. the fruits of the Spirit: They are 


ei 


all of his producing. And they are fruits of 


righteouſneſs, which none can produce but 
1 who are one with Chriſt; and in him 
1gh teous:before- God. Altbough ſenſe Canmo 

perceive, how they ſhould grow er ripen upon 
the croſs of Chriſt, yet faith can. The promiſe 
is ſure. And waiting faith; exerciſed with ſut- 
fering, finds many! promiſed fruits. O my foul, 
e oye . 


77 5 


warn or rar. CL 


: PITTS Study i it. Freaſure i it up in hy heart. 
| It contains, à rich cordial for the afflicted. OB. 
ſerve there is love in ſending the croſs, love to 
be man ifeſted by it; and heavenly fruits of love 
to groty upon it. Why then is ſuffering ſo hard? 
Why art thou ſo little profited by it? Is it not 
generally barten) becauſe thou #rt not looking 
to the word of promiſe, and depending upon the 
holy Spirit tqggive thee the promiſed fruit? Aſk 
thyſeItherefore, {pe 
Am I now expecting the communion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that by his grace I may partake 
with the Son in his ſalvation, and with the Fa- 
ther in his love? Is this my preſent experience 
There ib no bearing the crofs without it. Art 
mou then, O my ſoul, truſting to him for this 
happy fellowſhip, and hoping that as thou art a 
branch in the vine, and the huſbandman is now 
purging thee, thou mayeſt bring forth much 
fruit? And obſerve, what kind of fruit it is. 
All the eſſects of being in union with Chriſt, 
fruits "of tighteouſneſs. Chriſt is the vine. The 
branch muſt be one with him before it can live 
and grow=-one with him in his life and death -- 
2 partaker of his divine righteouſneſs and then 
the branch abiding in him by the influence f 


peaces deng-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, . 
meeknefs, - temperance : For the fruit of the 
— oo G. * | 


ially in the hour of ſuffer. = 


che Holy Spirit will be made fruitful in love, joy, 


ö! 
” _ Spirit 10 in 8 goodneſs, and mm? and 
truth. He brings forth all the fruit, that is to 
the glory of God And it is all pearceuble fruit: 
bor it is produced by him in conſequence of co- 


venant-love, by which the Father is revealed as 
the God of peace, and the Son as the great peace · 
maker, and when the holy Spirit enables the 
poor ſinner to believe this, then he gives him 
joy and peace in believing being juſtified -by 
faith he has peace win aud dug Jeſus Chriſt. 
Ihe croſs ſoon comes after this not to deſtroy, 
but to try this faith not to take away, but to 
confirm this peace it is ſent to give proof of the 
ſoundneſs of faith, and to manifeſt the ſweetneſs 
of divine love i for it comes from the God bf 
peace, and all the fruits which be intends to 
produce by it are peaceable, ſuck as thou in. 
creaſe the happy ſenſe of peace in the minds of 
bis children. And for this purpoſe the holy 
Spirit abides with them. Ile bas revealed the 
Father's love in ſeripture, and he is a faithful 
witneſs of it to their hearts. He ſheds it abroad 
. andfatisfies them of it. Vea be gives them ſen- 
ſible experience and enjoyment of it 
croſs.) Ibis produces a quiet ſubmiſſion to bie 
will and an humble dependence upon * 
power: Which are manifeſted-by waiting upon 
God in all ways and means for the race pro- 


* | 8 miſed to his afflicted, children. The croſs re- 
* ume, a therefore 0x al 2 
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Prayer. Suffering times Ard... praying times. 
A he croſs brings ſinners upon their knees. Ma- 
vaſſeh i in affliction entreated the Lord--So did Paul 
:--Behotd, be prayeth. It keeps believers upon 
their knees, as the prophet witneſſes = Lord, 
« in trouble have they; viſited thee, they pouted 
% out à prayer When thy chaſtening was upon 
« them.” The Lord himſelf declares the ſame 

— 1 will go and return to my place, till they 
e 3 their offence, and ſeek my face; 

65 in their affliction they will ſeek me early.“ 
Accordingly. they. did ſeek him---< Come, ſay 
they, and let us return unto the Lord; for 
* he. hath torn and he will, heal us, he hath 
45 ſmitten, and he will bind us up. 5 O bleſſed 
fruit of affliction! when ſanttiſied by the Spirit 
it teaches the children of God to pray fervently, 
and to continue inſtant in prayer: It diſcovers 

the weakneſs of the fleſh, and the rebellion of 
the will, and ſhews the neceſſity of drawing near 
to God for ſtrength and patience. It keeps the | 
mind in à praying frame, expecting by the grace 

of the Spirit « communion with the Father and the 

Son, , The croſs. makes this conimunion neceſ- 
fary. It cannot be endured without a belief of 
the, Father's love in Jeſus, and therefore the 
Spirit of prayer. keeps this belief 5 in exerciſe, and 
enables the ſoul to plead the promiſe of ſtrength 
to 2 patiently, and to bring forth much 

be e cannot fail. 'T dry who truſt 

| F 2 I 
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in it cannot be diſappointed ; but ſhall find grace 


1 to help in time of need. As prayer is thus ne- 
cegclary, ſo the holy Spirit generally makes it 
| Fiveet under the croſs. Is any afflicted among 
£8 : you? Let him pray. Frayer is the appointed 


means of his comfort. If affliction ſend him to 
God, God will meet him, and make him joy 
ful in his houſe of prayer. How encouraging 
are theſe words ? Draw nigh to God, and he 


< will draw nigh to you.” In every caſe of 


diſtrefs, draw nigh in faith to God: He is a very 


8 preſent help: Seek his face, and you will find 


him near unto you: For the Lord is nigh unto | 
al that call upon him, nigh to hear, to anſwer, 


And to comfort.” Thus his promiſe runs“ Then 
ſhalt thou call, and the Lord ſhall anſwer, 
thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall fay, Here 1 am” 

| What i is your burden ? 1 am preſent to give 
| ſtrength to bear it. What is your grief? Here 


Are my eomförts Do) your tribulations abound ? 


"Here; are my confolations abounding alſo. Here 
C 1 am Aſk what you will believing, and it ſhall 


be. done unto vou. O what times of refreſhing 
are theſe i ? The holy Ghoſt ſenſibly comforts the 
afflicted.” When they draw nigh to God, he is 
preſent to make their hearts joyful. He diſpels 
their darkneſs with the light of his countenance, | 


and turns their mourning into joy. And thus 
they have not only communion with "God in 
* * er, but alſo. fuch communications of Bis 


OE 8 heavenly 


1 
2 
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3 love, that they can olten a, 1 It is 
good for us that wa have deans in trouble. 

j <a All I in diltreſ Do out for ſome 
| comfort; And the holy Spirit dire cts believers 


to the ſeriptures. „ Whatſoever things were 


_ written afocetime, were written for our learn- 
C ing, that we through patience and comfort 
< of the ſcriptures, might have hope. The af- 
«. flicted feel their want of patience and comfort, 
« which puts them upon careful hearing and 
reading of the good word of God. They want 
to know what. it ſays of their caſe, and when 
"they. meet a ſuitable promiſe, then they have a 
ground of hope. Their preſent trials require 

them to ſeek for ſomething more than the truth 
| of the promiſe. This being credited, they there- 
fore expect the promiſed bleſſing. When the 
| famine was in Canaan, Jacob and his family 
could not haye been kept alive by believing 
there was corn in Egypt: They muſt either fetch 
it or die. Trouble calls for the experience of 
the promiſed bleſſings, and when they. are re- 
' <eived at ſuch a time they are ſweet indeed. 
They feel, as eaſe does after pain. When the 
holy Spirit applies the comfort, the promiſe, by 
| Aich he 1 080 it, 18 13 It is Ike a * 


are the words unto my taſts; 15 faber chan 
Honey unto my mouth. Honey is ſweet: But 
8 e 1 
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the word is Berber, When through des 
and comfort of the ſcriptures the afflicted be- 
Lever enjoys the good of the promiſe, then he 
can ſay . Now I know, O Lord, that thy judge- 
ments are. right, and that thou in faithfulneſs 
haſt afflicted me: Let, I pray thee, thy merci- 
ful kindneſs be for my comfort e to thy 


word-unto thy ſervant. 


Sweet is the ut which che atlicted rc. 
ceive from God the Comforter under the croſs: : 


not only in ſuffering, but alfo after it. Arz- 


WARD alſo it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
i, righteouſneſs.” He who carries the croſs of 
Chriſt does not labor in vain, | and ſpend his 
ſtrength for - nought ; but he is bearing forth 
good ſeed. If he ſow it in tears, yet he ſhall 
reap in jo. The Lord looks at the fruit, and 


intends to bring forth much of it by the crofs: 


We are apt to look at the ſuffering, and to for- 
get the fruit. He has the end in view in the 
uſe of all means; : and the holy Spirit has revealed 


' this clearly, that we might depend upon | him for | 


receiving the proper fruit of affliction. The 
Lord ſays, he led his people through the great 
and terrible wilderneſs, wherein were fiery flying 
ſerpents and ſcorpions, and drought ; that he 
might humble them, and that he. mi ight proye 
them, to do them good AT THE LATTER END. 
He intended to do them good. This was firſt 


in his heart. Then the way in which he would 
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do it: he would lead them: through many afflic- 
tions: by which they ſhould find 47 che latter end, 
how good God was to them. The promiſe of 
this was their encouragement to bear the croſs; 
till they reaped the fruit. In like manner the 
Lord ſays to the afflicted Jews I know the 
„thoughts that I think towards you, ſaith the 
« Lord; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 
give you AN EXPECTED END”—ſuch an end 
as you would with, and having my promiſe, ſuch 
as you may ſafely hope for—my thoughts indeed 
are not as your thoughts. you think I have caſt 
you off, and that your preſent croſs is to cruſh 
| you=-no, I mean to do you good by it and ſo 
the end will prove wait a little i in faith, and all 
wilh come to an happy iſſue. 1 
Are theſe ſcriptures the truth of God? Has 
the eternal Spirit promiſed in them, that although 
the bearing of the croſs be very painful, yet it 
is very profitable? Will he afterwards cauſe 
them to bring forth much fruit, who have been 
exerciſed with it? Art thou then waiting, O 
my ſoul, under all thy troubles for the promiſed 
end? Doſt thou expect it, and in patience tarry 
the Lord's leiſure. Canſt thou look back, and 
ſee how merciful the dealings of thy God have 
been—how. gracious his rod how loving his ö 
correction? Canſt thou look forward under every % 
croſs,. perſuaded; that God will do thee good at 
the latter end? That he will cauſe many peace= 
- | ar | EEE able 
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able 3 to grow upon this ſeemingly barren 

tree? Nea, that theſe light afflictions, which are 
but for a moment, ſhall work for thee an eternal 
weight of glory, far more excellent than can be 
canceived? O God the holy Ghoſt, I do believe 
it: I would not douht of the truth of the promiſe 
in thy word, nor of the truth of thy grace in my 


heart; I therefore beſeech thee, O thou Spirit 


| Jehovah, to enable me to keep up communion 
with thee in all my trials, that I may bring forth 
thoſe peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs. Thou 

art the giver of every grace. L acknowledge 
thee to be the author of my ſpiritual life; I Way 
dead. in treſpaſſes and ſins, and thou haſt quick- 
ened me. It is of thy mere gift that I have any 
faith, and that upon the trial it was found to be 
true faiſh: I bleſs thee far this grace, and humbhy 
- pray, for the continuance and for the inereafe 
K it,” Meet me in the uſe of all means, and 
nable me to grow in faith, rooted and grounded 
in Chriſt Jeſus, that 1 may alſo. grow in love to 
bis Father and to my Father. O thou divine 
fevealer of his heavenly love; ſhed it abroad more 
abundantiy f in my heart, that I may learn more 
feſignation to his will, more ſubjection to his 
authority, and more ſubmiſſion to his rod. 1 
acknowledge thee, O holy making Spirit to be 
- the. teacher of patience, and what J have: learnt 
yas thy revelation... It was in thy ſtrength that 
1 N abc to 80 a0 eh any quietneſs bear- 
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1. my croſs. Thy grace made me willing, 
nothing elſe can keep me willing, to have the 
fleſh crucified with its affections and luſts. 0 
God put forth thine almighty power, and enable 
me to part with every thing, Which would hin- 
der my fellowſhip/with the Father and the Son! 
I deſire ſo to walk this day, as to have growing 

fellowſhip with the eternal Three, and 1 deſire 

it through thine influence. O God the Holy 
Ghoſt, carry on thy work. Exalt and puriſy my 
faith and patience, and every grace: if it be thy 
will to do this under the croſs, O make me 
willing and able to bear it. Let every croſs 
bring forth richer and riper fruit, until thou 
give me an exceeding great and eternal harveſt 
of glory. I aſk this in the name of Jeſus, and 1 
ver of grace through the Father's 
love in him, to whom with thee, O bleſſed 
Spirit, three perſons in one Godhead be <qual . 
glory, w 0 {] 10 F/ and Pha, now, and for ever. 
Annu. | IH tr [ot We a EN 551 Fa 
beds e 0 1 ford; th fer butbet upon | 
tis great fubjeck. Study the feripture account 
of the croſs. The knowledge of it enters into 
the very eſſence of the peace and comfort of 
thy walk. Thot canſt not run away from the 
| croſs” thou canſt not caſt It off: remember, if 
thou wilt be Chriſts diſciple, thou muſt take It 
up daily! and follow him. Tit be very heavy 


82 Wap wats: 0 rar 


from following bim. Ile carried the bene 
part for thee he endured the curſe and puniſh- 
ment due to thy ſims ne ue for thee 
to ſuffer - Bleſſed be his love, the croſs has no 
kurſe in ãt now thy ſufferings are all ſent from 
love and his love will help thee to bear them 
and to proſit by them: for he has promiſed to 
bleſs and ſanctify them to his peöple. And he 
makes them à bleſſing indeed. Never on this 
fide, of heaven docs he give them ſuch near and 
happy communion +with | himſelf as under the 
canola,” .O read then, and ſtudy what 18 revealed 
in ſcripture concerning it. Go over it again 
ee Learn well, and inwardly digeſt the 
doctrine! of the eroſs of Chriſt the neceſſity 
the beneſit the bleſſings of it. Meditate and 
ſeed upon the ſweet promiſes relating to it: mix 
faith with them, that they may nouriſh and 
ſtrengthen thee e e, need... But never for: 
get, that; thy crofs, be it what, it will, is ap- 
pointed for thee in covenant love. It is the por- 


5 don allotted thee by thy heavenly Father--- 


I decreed in. weight and meaſure, to an atom -- 
| *hou ſhalt not bear it one moment longer, than 
he has determined and many precigus fruits it 
ſhall produce. Thou wilt find ſuffering, timer 

_ growing. times---growth j in faith and patience, in 
© mortification to ſin, and in fellowſhip with, the 
ever bleſſed Trinity. "The author of thy faith 
Puts it to the trial: it comes out of the lion's 
805 den 


on 
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den unhurt : it comes out of the fiery IrnAace 
refined. God is glorified hereby, and thou art 
ſtrengthened. Ie ſends the croſs to teach thee 
_ patience, and he continues it for the exerciſe 

and for the improvement of the fame grate. 
He intends by his chaſtening to crucify the fleſh, 
and to mortify thy members which are upon the 
earth. In love he takes away ſenfual; that he 
may give thee ſpiritual joys. He does not hate 
thee, but love gujdes every ſtroke of his chaſten- 


ing. He is only weakening thine attachment to 


earthly things, that he may increaſe thy com- 


munion with Father, Son, and Spirit. O what 
dleffngs are theſe”! Meditate, C O my ſoul, much. 


and often upon them. Pray for the experie 


of them in time of need: and be aſſured witli all 
theſe” helps, the "croſs will be exerciſe hard 
enough for thy patience. Thou canſt carry it 


only in the ſtrength of almighty grace. May the 


racè fet before thee, till thou win the 1 the 
ww Sores of God in e "Nevis, ihk 
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85 — Gad gives his ehildren a little re- 
ſpite. After they have been long tried he ſome- 
times removes their trouble, and gives them eaſe 
and outward proſperity. Their fun ariſes as it 
does in nature Aſter many cold and dark days 
a fine ſeaſon comes ſiner for en after them. 
The ſky grows clear and ſerene, the air is ſoft 
und refreſhing, the ſun ſhines with warm and 
enlivening rays. Every thing looks pleaſant, 
and ſmiles around you. So jt is in the kingdom 
of grace. The believer may not be always in 
Heavineſs through- manifold afflictions. He has 
his times of refreſhing from the preſence of the 
Lord. He proſpers and is in health. The 


h | bleſſing of God is upon bis ſubſtance. Every 


thing that he takes in hand ſucceeds. He is 
happy in his circumſtances, and happy in his 
family. He ſees the goodneſs of God in theſe 
mercies, and he is thankful. But if the heavenly 
; Father ſometimes indulge his children with the 
removal of the outward croſs, yet he never does 
with the inward. They carry W all their days, 


and 
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a burden it is. pennen 
the body; while they are in this eee they 
do groan being burdened: for i 
The ixwARD Ross is the fault en, 
tion of ſinful nature, which doth remain in theè 
regenerate; and is their continual grief and 
plague: becauſe it is always oppoſing their holy 
and . walk wn God. * Is . e 
ture N 
Tu i the wat man GER carna L a 
full of luſting againſt the Spirit. © 13-7 
TE o MAN, being the firſt in us, bebbrt 
the new man is created . pay w, v 
mien N | 
A Body or $17, E800 up completely 661 mem- | 


bers and appetites, in which there is not only an 


abſence of all good, but alſo a propenſity to all 
evil, inſomuch that nothing can more or "HS in 
this body, but what is ſinful. Fo | 
Tux LAW OF SIN, becaufe an dane; and 1 80 5 
verns the natural man. 05 
IxDWwELLINxSG SIN; Wen I dwells 3 in the 
whole man, both in ſoul and body. 7 
9 Coxevbrse Evox, OR LUST, Which pen 
fays, he ſhould not have known to be ſin, unleſs 
the law had ſaid- Thou ſhalt not covet or luſt.” 
| This fallen nature is alſo ſaid to be corrupt ac- 
cording to the deceitful luſts, to be contrary to the 
Spirit, to rebel againſt the law of God, and not 
to be fubject to i it, neither indeed can be. * This 


500 . corruption 


& ruptior * n doth: remain; according 
| &to, Hut reſormers, Art. 9. Vea in them that 


de are regenerated, whereby the Juſt of the fleſh, 
c called in Greek, fronsema farkos, which ſome 


de expound the wiſdom, ſome ſenſuality, ſome 


tbe, affeQion;) ſome the deſire of the fleſh, is 


not ſubject to the law of God: and althoug] 
4 <;there is no condemnation for them, that be- 


e lieve.and are baptiſed, yet the apoſtle doth 


3 8 


66 onfeſs that gongupiſcence an [luſt bath of it- 
1 ſelf the nature of ſm. And in the 15th. Art. 
Sit « of .Chrif alone 1, 20ithout, n, they lay... that all 
We a e en neee gan 


Kr have n. ahn ve Joe, ourſelyes-and 
: * the, truth is not in us. iges gc at . 
The compilers. — articles were holy men, 
and taught of God. They ſpake his mind and 
2 according to the oracles of truth. And it 
Will be a great comfort to a poor; ſoldier, wearied 
with, fighting againſt thoſe luſts, which - War 
againſt the ſoul, to, find that, the beſt. Chriſtians 


nin every age have been engaged i in the Lame. holy 


af” LE 


to him the whole armor of God, that he may be 
able; to, withſtand ,in.; te rl. days and. n 
done . ant ate bc tat a3. 


War. This will mightily encourage bim to take 
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L an dtend dhe, 0 my ul to he law, and to the 
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God; that whatever he teaches plainly and ex- 
preſſy in bis word, thou mayeſt believe it, and 
abide by it. Read and pray, till thou art ſatis- 
fed, and the conviction of 8 mind influence 
thy heart and walk“ Art thou to carry the in- 
ward croſfs all the way to heaven? Is there no 
diſcharge in this war ? No truce to be made; 
not even a ceſſation of arms? But art thou to be 
fighting on the good fight of faith, till the cap- 
tain of thy ſalvation take thee out of the field of 
battle? O hard ſervice] To be night and day 
at home and abroad in the cloſet and in the 
church=at/ hearing the word and meditating 
upor it Afaſting and praying—at the ſhop and at 
the exchange every where and at all times 
forced to be in arms againſt the aſſaults" of in- 
dwelling fn" this is a warfare terrible indeed to 
fleſh"and blood. The length of it Bever ended 
ſo long as breath is in the body. The painful. 
neſs of it conſiſting in being at war with a man's 
lf; and in reſiſting Wd boſon fins and ſtrongeſt 
dppttites—-What diſcouragements are theſe, from 
entering into, and from continuin g in this battle? 
Why thould it be wondered then, that ſome per- 
ſond, Who only follow the camp, and are not of 
#, ſhould repent, when they fee this war and re- 
turn to Egypt? Or that others, pretending to be 
on Chriſt's ſide, but never one with him, ſhould 
dream of ſhaking off this croſs, and of fitting 
down here in a'land-of 3 — F This' is 
Ps” * . "the 


* 


— — —— — — 2 > 2 
_ — — — — — — * — 
o 7 


—= —— — 2 —_ — U 
8 * * F# © ks T4 F 8 ' * : A 4 E 
7 * r f - . 3 1 1 8 5 " . 
1 r r 8 8 —_ ha By. „ 
1 * 8 e eee ee „„ N 


= oy _ 
5 en dhis fe öf- — and e 1 hot Th over 
- with” Jeſus to fight for the promiſed land. O 
dear Saviour, keep thy noble army from this de- 
luſion of Satan: 80 long as they are in the hody 
of fin and death, make them gobd ſoldiets of 
 Ohbrift Jeſus; reſiſting unto blood ſtriving againſt 
fin. For ſo long muſt we be in this hot battle. 
It is decresd by the ſovereign will of God--and 
be is always of one mind: He has revealed it 
in his word of truth, chat the Corruption bf na- 
tate doth remain in lis regenerate” children they 
have an old man and a new, they have Hen and 
| ſpirit, they haye nature and grace, and he has 
; — wa combat, which i 18 to laſt *hrough 
b . e two. The beloved apoſtle 
teſtimony,” Ile is ſpeaking of thoſe 
5 the blood of Jeſus Chriſt tleanſeth from 
| all o and che bad fellowoſhip with the Father 
Son, and who proved the truth of 
this by:their ni in the light + He puts him- 
ſelf among them: and declares “ If we ſay, that 
. dave ud ſin note, we deceive ourſelves and 
«. the truth is not in us If ws fp He faith 
= det Ak. thou ſay, as if he ſpake/ of ſome particu- 
Nor if 3c ſay; as if he intended ordi- 
iſtians alone--But if WE apoſtles, or 
Whatever: wk de ſay fo, if any of us, If I, for in- 
tance, beer e bad pe props whoam 3 
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heat favorite of the Lord Chriſt, and have been 
2 great ſufferer for him: Or becauſe have lived 
blameleſs before men, and have been a witneſs 
for the truth in my writings, and am ready to 
ſeal it with my blood: If upon account of any 
thing done by me, or in me, of any real excel= 
lency or attainment, I ſhould fancy myſelf in a 
ſtate of ſinleſs perfection, the holy Ghoſt charges 
me with ſelf-deceit. A dreadful deluſion! arif- 
ing from the pride of my heart, and its rebellion” 
againſt God, and diſcovering the moſt groſs ig- 
norance of God's righteouſneſs in the holy law, 
and of Chriſt's righteouſneſs in the glorious goſ- 
pel: But if I was to ſay; as well as to think it; 
if I ſhould” tell any body--Now I have no ſin 
I am perfect. Now, at this time; I have received 
perfect purity of heart: For ever ſince I received 
it, I have had nothing ſtirring in me for one year, 
for two, twenty, forty years, but love, pure love 
to God--God is in all my thoughts, and nothing 
but God--I do his will in earth, as it is done in 
heaven: If I ſhould ſay ſo, I ſhould tell a great 
lie: For I ſhould e ee d er wow 
would not be in m. 7 2 
Are theſe [deed the very vt of the n * 
If we ſay, that we have no ſin now, we de- 
« ceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us.“ 
Can no other ſenſe be fairly put upon them, 
but that the holy John had ſin in him at every 
given moment of his life? Is this the plain literal 
8 ar. I. e 8 
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£ meaning. of the paſſage? As it .certaiply. i is, 
obſerve then, OK my foul, the deciſive evidence 
given here by the Holy Ghoſt concerning the 
8 croſs. Pray for his teaching that thou 
mazyeſt underſtand, and pray for his grace 
that . thou. mayeſt profit from, this ſeripte⸗ 
Here is his infallible record concerning St. John 
| and all highly avoured believers---He aſſerts, that 
there was no time of their lives, in which they | 
were free from indwelling ſin: God forbid then, 
| that + thould think J had no ſin. He avers, that 
if they ſhould fay they had none, they were de- 
ved that if they ſhould ſtand to it, as 
popiſn myſtics, and proteſtant perfectioniſts do, 
the ſearcher. of hearts. declares that they lie, and 
do not the trith-<the truth is not in them: For 
the father of lies has flattered them and drawn 
them into ſelf. idolatry, with a wicked deſign to 
corrupt their minds from the ſimplicity ae is in 
Chriſt. Beware, O my foul,/ of this deceit: The 
. holy Ghoſt has warned thee of it. Ie 1 35 
how the firſt ſin would break out in after times, 
and pride would perſuade men that they were 
perfect in the fleſh, he therefore fo guarded this 
- ferjpture that none can miſtake» it, but ſuch as 
turn away their ears from the truth · He put all 
the words in the preſent tenſe, leſt any ſhould 
think he was ſpeaking of time paſt, or of what 


8 men were befbre the blood of Chriſt had cleanſed 
EA W "uh We . SLYIVE; wh WOW have. 
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fellowſhip. with. the bleſſed. Trinity, - GP are 
walking in the light of their countenance-ſaßy 
that WER HAVE NO 81N, nor had none formerly, 
he is not ſpeaking of that: If he was, the Holy: | 
Ghoſt underſtands grammar; and can make no 
miſtake in expreſſing himſelf, he would certainly 
have uſed the paſt tenſe, but he uſes the preſent, 
NOW HAVE NO six, ſo as not to want the cleanſ- 
ing blood of Jeſus this moment as much as ever 
If we have any ſuch thoughts w E No.] DEREN 
| OURSELVES. AND TRE TRUTH Is NOT NOW IR | 
How forcible and ſtrong is this teſtimony 
po the mouth of John? And the ſenſe, as well 
as the grammar ſhews, that he is ſpeaking of 
believers, and that there is ſin in them: For 
throughout the chapter he treats of the very 
ſame perſons, and deſcribes: not what they were 
before, but what they are ſince they received 
the grace of God. They were cleanſed from all 
ſin by the blood of the Lamb, were admitted 
into communion with the Father and the Son by 
the Spirit, and they enjoyed this communion, 
walking in the light, as God is in the light 
theſe are the perſons here mentioned of whom 
God ſays, they had fin ſtill in them, indwelling 
ſin, the fault and corruption of nature ſtill re- 
mained in them, and if they fancied it did not, 
they would be ſadly deceived they would en- 
tirely miſtake the covenant of grace, which was 
to 2827 * ſenſible of their wants and miſe- 
ben "Ga © ries 
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ries to 5 _ of themſelves upon the fulnefs of 
_ the: God zan they would forget their « own cha- 
racter, under; which alone they can be faved, | 
unden being only for finners—they would fall 


: CD againſt the — and work of tlie 
incarnate God--and they would quite pervert 
the law and the goſpel: For in order to main- 
tain their inherent perfection, they are forced to 
legalise the goſpel, and to make it conſiſt of cer- 
tieain terms and conditions, upon the performance 
of which ſinners ſhall be faved, and then in 
- order to comfort themſelyes with their having | 
performed theſe terms and conditions, they are 
forced to turn rank Antimonians : They leſſen 
the evil of ſin, they excufe it in themſelves, and 
5 make juſt nothing of it. They call it by ſeveral | 
Pretty foft names, fuck as iofirmity, frailty, ex-" 
þ — at laſt they get quite rid of it, by 
upon the devil, and by terming it an 
- ijed on n of old; ſatan. And thus they deceive 
tbemſelves into perfection, and infiſt upon it 
chat they hæyxe no ſin, although they have enough 
in them to damn the whole world. O God, 
open the eyes of theſe {elf-deceivers, and +l 
them into the way of truth. | 
Bauch is the clear evidence -* the holy Spirit: 
8 He aſſerts that the greateſt believers, while in 
the body, have fin in them. Doſt thou yield, * 


= ſoul, to his OY Art thou fully con- 
ew „„ 5 Wee! 


. 
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into the crime of the devil, by pride exalting 
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| ** of it from the work e grace, as well 


28 from the word of his truth? Doſt thou feel 
indwelling? ſin! ? Is it the plague of thy heart; and 
the burden of thy life ? When thou art willing 


to walk humbly with thy God, is it continually = 
in thy way, raiſing objections, putting difficul- 


ties, and ſuggeſting hindrances? Is it like 2 


heavy weight preſſing thee down in thy race, 
mat thou canſt not run fo long, or fo faſt, as 
thou couldſt wiſh ? Since this is indeed thy daily 
croſs, and the bearing of it the hardeſt part of 
1 thy warfare, O read with diligence the ſeripture 
account of it. Take notice of the Lord's cham- 
_pions, bow they felt under this burden, from 
: whence they derived ſtrength to bear it, and had 


$ 


| comfort under it. Hear the man after God's 
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| en heart crying out Mine iniquities are 


gone over my head, as a beavy burden, they 


x are too heavy for me“ David had a heavy 


_ load: He was ready to fink, and he could not 
. caſt it off. He _ not Foo: into kis' cloſet, or 


e 
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this grievous | croſs ſo bowed him down'greatly, - 


that he went mourning all the day long. The 
burden of it was intolerable, and would- have 
_ cruſhed him under it; if — had not learned, 


chow to caſt it on the Lord Make haſte; ſays 


lache, to help, me, 0 Lord God of 0 ſalvation.” 
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Here he found relief. The prayer of faith. Was 


deard, and God was the ſtrength of his ſalvation. 


Under the ſame burden a New Teſtament ſaint 
went groaning all his days. He had a hard con- 
flict between the fleſh and the ſpirit, and be bas 
5 left the account of it upon record. Bleſſed be 
God for the ſeventh chapter of the Romans. 
We there read of the inward croſs, with which 
all the children of God are exerciſed. In the 
very ſame Paul there was delight in the. lam of 
Goc after the inward man, but he found another 
la in his members, rebelling againſt the law 
ef God the fleſh, in which dwelleth no good 
thing, never ceaſed to aſſault the ſpirit with „ 
vile thoughts, legal workings, and rebellious i in» | 
clinations=when he had a will to do good; he 
could not do it ſo perfectly, as he deſired-his 
beſt moments were never free from the inroads 4 
bf indwelling fin; therefore in the bitterneſs of 
his ſoul he cried out O [wretched man that I 


al that figh came from the bottom of 


his heart-I know what he felt--he groaned be. 


ing burdened-weary and tired with this conti- 


nua conflict he looked out for ans: . 
Who ſhall deliver me from the body of this _ 
death ??-He'faw by faith his almighty Saviour, 
and in him expected everlaſting victory 1. 
thank God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 
- ”—_ reſted oy Chriſt 4 in the danke, and Pg”. 
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Kim waited for deliverance, knowing that one 
day he ſhould” be made more than con- 
queror. ile 8 $555 | 
Well then; 0' my + foul, here? is PTY END If the 
corruption of nature be thy croſs; ſo it was to 
David, and ſo it was to Paul. "Thy caſe is not 
ſingular. It is common to every ſoldier who is 
fighting: under the banner of Chriſt. This croſs 
vs unavoidable : becauſe it is in thy boſom. * 
is thine inmoſt ſelf=-thy whole nature which 5 
corrupt according to the deceitful luſts. Then 
haſt not an atom of thy body, nor the leaſt mo- 
tion or Uirring of any faculty in thy ſoul, but 
fin is in it; and therefore it is capable of be- 
ing a plague to the new man. The Holy Ghoſt 
55 thus of the inward warfare This 1 5 
e ſay then; Walk in the ſpirit, and ye ſhall not 
* fulfil the luſts of the fleſh : for the fleſh luſteth „ 
2 againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the 
«"feſh, and theſe are contrary the one to the 
* other, ſo that ye cannot do the things that xe 
„ would.” Theſe words are addreſſed to the 
Galatians,” who were believers, and called into 
the liberty of the goſpel, but by falſe teaching | 
they were under a great temptation. They. had 
begun in tlie ſpirit, but they thought of being 
perfected in the fleſh. They ſet out with ſalva- 
tion by faith, but 'expetted * falvation at laſt by 
Works. Among other” arguments to convince 
them of their miſtake here is one unanſwerable, 
Nen No works of — can ſave a ſinner but 
. „ | ſuch 
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| e Gary Ine er ene A that 
none of them are perfect is certain, becauſe; in 
every one of them there is ſomething of the fleſh, 
mething of the 
ſpirit and of ſpiritual nature. Theſe two are 
. contrary as life and death, and they are always 
in action, every moment the one luſting againſt 
the other; ſo that no believer can do the things 
8 which he would, 17 eee as the OY: Jaw f 
8 requires. 9 H Or? ITT YHEBD TBI „ 
Ho grievous: 1250 this ward eto 4 
1 real believer? For it oonſiſts in the oppoſition, 

Which he finds within him, to God and to the 


of corrupt nature as well as ſor 


things of God, The fieſh ever luſteth againſt 
| the ſpirit, the old man againſt the new. There 
Isa continua war between theſe contrary 


FR The will of the fleſh always oppoſ the holy will 
of God. There i ig enmity in the eee 


againſt che love of God and of his wil. There 
is pride to weaken hujnility--anger; poke 
meckneſs-<the carnal mind to fight againſt ſpiri- 


4 tual-mindedneſs. When the ſpirit is * 

fleſh-1 is weak. 

Prayer, the men wil not be conſined: it 
= will 


; 2 1 1 


powers: Tbe fleſh is a complete hody of ſin 
__ armed; with every member and inſtrument of 
frebellion, chat can reſiſt the motions and actions 
of the new man. There is darkneſs in the un- 

. derſtanding always clouding the light of the glo- 
Trious goſpel; and therefore we know; but in — I 


When you draw near to God i in 1 
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5 wil wander after a thouſ Wadde es When 
you are hearing the word, it will diſturb your 
attention with its unaccountable exeurſions. lte 
is ſo ſportive and flighty, that you cannot keep 

it within any bounds. Is it not ſo, O my ſoul 
thou not find ſomething in thee always reſiſting 
and weakening the exerciſe of thy graces? and 
is not this the great plague of thy life? Can there 
be a greater, than to carry about with thee A 
ſinful nature, daily r to hinder thee in thy 

much does i — 'thee then to be 

— filled in bearing this croſs, and in behav- 

ing under it as à good ſoldier of Chriſt Jeſus! 

And to this end the principles before laid down 

are abſolutely neceſſary. Without them thou IKE 

canſt not rightly underſtand the nature of in- 
dwelling ſin, and canſt not poſſibly gain victory 
over it. Only the doctrines of grace received 
into thy heart can enable thee to walk with God 
under this croſs. Call to mind then rn 
agreed upon in the covenant of the Trinity, and 
was fulfilled: in the perſon and work of Immanuel 
for thy peace with the Father, and for thy re- 
turning to him in love, and has been applied to 
in Jeſus, and has manifeſted the love of the Fa- 
ther in him: thou art therefore 1 nom one with : 
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thou art not able to keep the holy law accord. 


ing to its full demands in any one inſtance. But 
khou art before the Father, what thy ſurety is. 
He ſees! thee in him, without ſpot, or wrinkle, 
or any ſuch thing accepted as he is-=beloved 
: with! the ſame love looked upon with the ſame 
joy. and bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings in him. 
Thy ſurety lived for thee: thou haſt the righte- 
| ouſneſs of God for thy zuſtifcation. Thy ſurety 
died for thee: in him thou art as truly dead unto 


fin, as Chriſt himſelf is. Thy ſurety roſe again, 


Geſſion of ſpiritual and eternal life 


fdecisden He was 'delfearedifor thine-offentes, 


| and raiſed again for thy juſtification. - Thou'ſhalt 
n with him, as certainly as he has now the 


; n upon his oπταn head. Such is the perfect 
; ſalvation, which" is for thee ; although thou art 
bject of dint for thy pardon is without 
ion or reverſe— All treſpaſſes are freely 
forgiven. I 17 Nansen Wc to life is abſolute: 
ſor it is God bimſelf that juſtiſieth. He choſe 
ttzhbee in Jeſus that thou ſhouldſt be holy and 
without blame before him · and fo thou art. A 
a member in his body thou art without blemiſh. | 
Here is thy relief under the inward eroſs. Ih. 
ther thoſadhes eee eee, de in 
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wee; . art in Chriſt Jeſus-. With the- ſweet 
ſenſe of this upon thy conſcience, perſuaded 
that God is at peace with thee, take up the in- 
ward croſs. In this delightful view ſee the curſe 
removed. Thou haſt no reaſon to fear wrath, or 
death, or hell. Victory over all fins and enemies 
is certain. Daily, eternal victory is promiſed; - 
In: this faith follow: the noble army, who carried 
this croſs to their graves. Fight as they did, 5 
looking unto Jeſus, Sin is in thee: it was in 
mem; but they looked upon it as a vanquiſned 
ſoe, lain, and put to death, When Jeſus died 
for ſin once. Likewiſe reckon thou alſo thyſelf 
to be in him 2 unto ſin.freed from the con- 
demning ſentence of the law freed from the oh 
as truly as he is—-and therefore thou art no 
more liable, than he is, to be condemned and | 
puniſned. And for  the- ſtrengthening of this 
faith, feek for: fellowſhip with him in his death. 
It is thy privilege, as thou art planted in the like- 
neſs of his death to derive: power and efficacy 
from it daily. to put fin to death. The more ſted- 
faſtly thou believeſt, that thou art one with him 
in his death, the more wilt thou find thy ſinful 
nature crucified with him. Communion is al- 
ways according to the faith of union with Chriſt. 
The ſtrongeſt faith muſt have the ſtrongeſt hold 
of him, and thereby draw the moſt virtue from 
bim. It is true as our faith increaſes, we be- 
n . come 
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more, as we ſee motes in the ſun beams, The 
ſenſes of the new man by exereiſe gain a quicker 
perception of ſin - wτe become all over tender az 


the eye jealous of the motions- 
5 pearance of evil. This is real growth. Sin is 
more felt, in order that the power of Jeſus may 
be put forth to make us hate it, 
overcome it more. As belie vers are more ſenſi- 
ble of their ſinfulneſs in the firſt Adam, ſo they 
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reſiſt it, and 


rd from 


up into the ſecond" Adam the I 


Y heaven: they bear the'croſs of the corruption of 


Ty the firſt, which leads them to coriſtant fellowſhip 


Von the ſecbnd- in his death," for the par 

_ their corruption—in the power e ea 
_— your memo prope ave domin 
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duominion. Thy ſins will ſometimes fiercely af 

\ Auſt” Their / allies, the world and the devil, 


will join them with ſtratagems and force; when 


the battle is hot, and thou art weak, then it 
behoves thee to live by faith” upon Jeſus as thy 
ſurety, now acting for thee in heaven, as he 
atted for thee upon earth. He is gone up, as 
ty high prieſt, to carry thy name within the veil. 
HFle bears it upon the ephod on his ſhoulders, and 
upon the breaſt- plate on his heart: his power 
tag und his W are engaged for thee, no he is in 
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py reproſentative. The Father ſees thee in him: 
and thou art in his ſight what thy forerunner is. 
As he ſtunids there, fo doſt thou ſtand-righteous 
xs he is rightebus--holy as he is holy beloved 
asche is he loved - and ſhalt be bleſſed as he is 
pleſſed. View by faith thy nature in him, ex- 
ated and glorified, and for the joy ſet before 
thee in him take up thy croſs. It is a heavy 
urden-lit is a hard warfare. True. But con- 
7 who ſhall lay any thing to thy charge for. 
indwelling fin ?, It is God that juſtifieth- thee! 
from it. Whois he that condemneth ? It is 
Chriſt that died, yea rather that is riſen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, Who alſo 
maketh interceſſion. for thee, Ile appears in tbe 
pteſeneg of God for thee, as thine, interceſſor. 
le is always in court to repreſent thy perſon, 
and to carry thy; cauſe, eſpecially as to What 
SBA ding, If any of us ſin, fays the be- 
«loved, diſciple, we have an advocate with 
the Father Jeſus. Chriſt, the righteous, and he 
is the propi iation for our ſins: in this offfee 
he is ſkilful, and faithful, and compaſſionate. 
He, has thine intereſt at. heart—thy. fafety, thy 
3 this oroſs, and thy victory over it. 
His very glory is ſo interwoven with thine, that 
they are one: yea the advocate and his clients 
form but, one ſpiritual body, of which every 
member is, what the head is. O my God and 


An I bleſs. thee and worſhip thee for acting 
for 
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. "a me a rocate/and.interceſſor "Fm 
Increaſe, I beſeech thee my faith, that I may ſee 
more of the glory of thine office, and may make 
more uſe of it, in the bearing of mine inward 
croſs. O let thy faithful witneſs abide with me 
to enable me without doubt or wavering to truſt 
in What thou haſt done for me upon earth, and 
to draw comfort from what thou art now doing 
for me in heaven. Into thy hands I deſire to 
commit my cauſe. Lord, undertake for me. 
Be ſurety for thy ſervant for good, and guide me 
with thy counſel, till thou bring me to thy glory. 
LI aſk this for thy mercies fake; Amen. Is this 
the true ſtate of the caſe ? Is it certain from the 
word of God? Is it confirmed from matter 
of fact? Did the higheſt believer upon earth 
experience this inward ' croſs? - When his con- 
ſeience ſummoned him to the bar of God; and 
put bim upon enquiring what he would plead 
there for his juſtifcation, had he any thing 
to urge but the ſacrifice and righteouſneſs of the 
ever bleſſed Immanuel? And is not this thy plea, 

O my ſoul? Doſt not thou find fo much weak- 
neſs and infirmity in thy holy things, that thou 
wouldſt ſeek atonement for the iniquity of them 

through the interceſſion of the great high prieſt? 

And thou wouldſt not think of ſtanding before 

the throne to claim eternal life as the reward 
due to thine own holineſs. Is not this thine ex- 


: Oe” iN it be, then take up thy croſs in this 
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n It is thy grief, that Gas is in thee. 
Ihe motions: and luſtings of it are thy burden- 
Thè reſiſting and oppoſing them is thy continua 
warfare: And thou haſt no proſpect before thee 
af enjoying perfect deliverance from this heavy 
croſs, until death releaſe thee . Bleſſed be God 
for the ſalvation that is in Chriſt Jeſus: There 
is a proviſion made in the covenant of grace for 
the e of indwelling ſin, for victory over it 
daily, and for the eternal deſtruction of the 
whole body of fin It ſhall have no exiſtence in 
the members, any more than it has in their glo- 
rified bead. Here is a comfort for thee, O my 
ſoul, of God's own providing, and of God's own 
applying. Vhen it is applied to thy heart, the 
croſs. will be E eee Obſerve carefully what is 
revealed concerning the being of ſin in the beſt 
Chriſtians, and concerning the pardon of . 
The Holy Ghoſt declares, it dwells in them, but 
they are forgiven all treſpaſſes. they are in Chriſt 
without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſueh thing -in | 
the firſt Adam they are heirs of ſin, death, and 
hell, in the ſecond Adam the Lord from heaven 
they are heirs of righteouſneſs, life and glory. 
He is their covenant-head: And the} dre beſbre 
God; what he is. This is the record of truth 
VE ARE COMPLETE IN HIM. Abide by it, 0 
my ſoul. Give it full credit, and boldly plead it 
jos th * 2 5 e agl of Falles and Wed * 
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_ vil is und 1 have ſin in me, but it is par- 
e doned. God has forgiven me ALL, treſpaſies, 
I ſtand before him in my ſurety, rho. 
4 took for me, and I am perfect in bim. . 
Father choſe me in his Son: He looks upon 
che face of his beloved, and ſees me in him. 
In him he is well-pleaſed, ſo he is with me. 
As he loves him, ſo he loves me. This is the 
_ © glorious privilege, which by faith I no enjoy. 
L deny fight and ſenſe; and I ſtick to the word 
of God. I adhere ſtrictly to its teſtimony con- 
e perning me, believing alt to be dead in- 
feed unto fin in Chriſt, and in him abſolutely 
f _ «Freed. from | guilt and condemnation.” The 
6, Father is at peace with me; and he loves me 
5 * in his Son, and with the ſame love with which 
. he loves him —His F ather and my Father. 
« «, With, -this perſuaſion 1. go. to war with my 
„ cofruptions. I ſee their traiterous deſigns. 
hey are fighting againſt every thing that is 
dear and precious to my ſoul. But having 
«. the promiſed grace of the almighty Saviour 
4 for my help, I deſire to ſet upon them in his 
name, I know. he has them among mine 
e gther enemies under his feet, and I Have his 
„ word for it that he will put them under mine. 
Vea, Lord I believe, and on thy faithful Pro- 
+; miſe I truſt this day. Although I muſt carry 
E « my croſs, yet I bleſs thee and worſhip thee 
f —y an and wrath from it: I can 
„ ET OTE wks Sis wa 
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now take it up as thy ſoldier Te figlit n 
: <1 in thy ſtrength, expecting victory from thee," 
a. and to thy glory. 2 C£ my God, aye me from 4 
g e indwelling fin. Let me feel it my burden. 
— Glorify thy grace in me, and by me, that be 
0 ing endued with power from on high I may 
8 * hold out reſiſting and conquering if, Ml THE : 

£ « give 'me everlaſting Victory.“ FR DAYS. n e x 
Wi this, O my ſoul, be thy conſtant Sas | 
genes, then the croſs will become light. Guilt 
| makes it heavy. The curſe i in it makes it into- 


. 


L lerable; but by faith thou canſt ſee guilt and 


curſe removed, then it will be no hindrange to 
thee” in thy heavenly walk, but will daily call 
forth into uſe and exerciſe thoſe nene We 
il help. thee. forward, and éſpeciallß ba. 
FPakrzxek.“ Here is great need of patience 
I continual. war--and within thee—thine own 
boſom the ſeat of it and thine own luſts carry. 
ing it on and maintaining it. The more ſpiri- 
tual thou art, :the more wilt thou feel this in 
ward conflict. The more thou gtoweſt into 
Chriſt, the more will thy corruptions ſtir and 
wog ale will be thy continual plague, ſo that 
thou wilt not be able to draw any comfort from 
what thou art in thyſelf. Here is exereiſe for 
Patience. | i Every where indwelling fin is preſent 
with thee: Upon every temptation ready with 
its flatteries to entice, and with its power to 
1 out into act and deed. The enen 
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ile cutting off a right hand, and plug ing 
out a right eye as contrary to nature, as pain- 
he hand and the eye cannot be deſtroyed 
twiee, but inbred luſts eyereomę a thouſand 
times are not in the Feaft diſcouraged from war- 
ring againſt the ſoul. Like the troubled ſea 
nexer at Tell, they are always cafing up ſome 
-figful mire and dirt. What canft thou do-without 
faith in the Redecmer's blood, without patience 
to Wait for the Redeemer s ſtrength⸗ Eyery 
moment there is. need of. faith and patience, and 
chen moment if theſe, graces be, exerciſed. they 
| will be rwe The bearing of the eroſs 
| continually, and fighting under i on the e of 
God will alſo. be the means of teaching thee 
bg: Tux TRUE, SRIALTUAL, NORTLFICATION, | 
which, does not conſiſt in ſin not being in thee, 
vor in its being put upon the erafß daily, nor yet 
in its being kept upon it. There muſt be ſome- 
thing work to: eftabliſh perfect peace in thy con- 
ſcience; NC that is the teſtimony of God con- 
ming the, body of fn. le has provided for 
| thy perfect deliverance from, it in Ohriſt. Eyery 
thing needful for this purpoſe was finiſhed by him 
upon the croß. He was thy ſurety. He fuffer- 
ed for, thee... Thy fins were crueißed with him 
Land nailed-to. his croſs, . They were put to death 
when be died; for. he was, thy covenant head, 
und thou as a member of his body walſt legally 
FRE by him, 94, art N dead t to ſin 
338 +412 + bk Av 9 by 
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by his dying to fin once. The law has now no 
more right to condemn thee, a believer, than it 
| has to condemn” him. Juſtice is bound to deal 
with'thee, as it has with thy riſen and aſcended 
Saviour. If thou doſt not thus ſee thy complete 
mortification in him, fin will reign in thee. No 
ſin can be crucified either in heart or life, unleſs 
it be firſt pardoned in conſcience : becauſe there 
will be want of faith to receive the ſtrength of 
Jeſus, by whom alone it can be crucified,” If it 
be not mortified in its guilt, it cannot be ſub- 
dued in its power. If the believer does not ſee 
his perfect deadneſs to fin in Jeſus, he wilbopen 
a wide door to unbelief: and if he be not per- : 
ſuaded' of his completeneſs in Chriſt, he gives 
oom for the attacks of ſelF-righteous and legal : 
tempers. "Ir Chriſt be not all in all: ſelf "muſt : 
ſtill be looked upon as ſomething great, and 
there will be food left for the pride of ſelf- im- 
| portance” and ſelf⸗ ſufficiency. So that he cannot 
grow into the death of Chriſt in ſenfible pe. ti 
rience, farther than he believes himſelf to be 
dead to ſin in Chriſt. The more clearly and 
. ſedfaſtly he believes this, as the apoſtle did— 
I AM; cxveryred with 'CnRis7, in propor- 
tion will he cleave to Chriſt, and receive from 
bim greater power to crucify ſin. This beller. 
ing view of his abſolute mortification in Chriſt 
is the true goſpel method of 2 nf ſin in our 
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- 04 pd then, On my ſoul, the miſtak G's, HR, 
thou haſt made, and the temptations which Mb | 
De „ r this bow we ee in —4 


3 thee Without MAG be afraid, en 
- fear is. Thou wilt be inclined to think this doc- 
tine rathe encouraging to ſin: becauſe it ſeems 
to carnal reaſon to take off thy mind from watch- 
fulneſs againſt it, and from praying for victory 
over it. But be aſſured this is a great error. If 
thou art not complete in Chriſt, thou never canſt 
be complete. Seek. for the death of ſin where 

thou wilt, it is not to be found but zu ds Bath. 
Try ko conquer it upon any other principle, than 
faich in his death, the very attempt is ſinful, and 
| Proves thee to be under the law. Unleſs thou 
art one with him in his death; there can be no 
oem: of fin, and. conſequently no victory over 
O fear not then to mts the whole weight of 
ö e upon Jeſus. Depend on him, as 
duying to ſin for thee, and look at thyſelf. dead to 
fin in him-Las completely dead to it, as he is. 
Read the teſtimony; of the holy Spirit. Study 
_ the infinite; the everlaſting. ſufficiency! of his 
death for 8 abſolute freedom from guilt and 
cCondemnation: Truſt without wavering !; be not 
afraid to view the everlaſting perfection of thy 5 
deliverance in Jeſus, and this will weaken the 
tvyranny, and will crueißy he: power of fin. This 
l will, and nothing elſe can. Read the \fixth +of 
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the Romans, and pray for the Spirit of revelation 
5 t 0 ne; thee.: There thou wilt diſcover the 
true Way to mortify fin. It is by believing, that 
thou art planted together with Chriſt in his 
death: from thence only thy pardon flows; from 
thence thy daily victory is received, and from 
then e thy eternal victory will be perfected. 
Fight on, ſoon thou ſhalt be, what Chriſt now is. 
The member ſhall be perfectly like the head: O 
glorious proſpect! Thou ſhalt be with him and 
like eee and fair, as Jeſus, rightebus: 
and holy; happy in body and ſoul. Thou ſſfialt 
by him as rg and awaking after bis likeneſs, 
thou ſhalt be-ſatisfied with. it. Take up thy croſs 
for the joy here ſet before thee. Bear it in faith. 
ence: yea, the carrying of it in patience will 
bring forth many peaceable fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs: Among the reſt there is one, which in the 
ſigbt of God is of great price, and which is a 
improved by the in ward croſs, namely! - ; 
Hun, which conſiſts in the . 8 
3 of ourſelves, not only of what we have 
been, but alſo of what we NOW Are... #; The. beſt, 5 
and; holieſt man upon earth has a corrupt fallen 
nature: he has fleſh ſtill which is always luſting 
againſt the ſpirit; While ;he/s alive to God he 
1 He is ſenſible of the inward conflict. 
Dead men indeed feel nothing. Ws ol 
has np ſenſe. of the worms which are eating it up. 
W 5 5 


= 
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He Ahat has theſe luſts in him and warring 
againſt his ſoul, _—— does not feel . can 
not be ſpiritually alive. A natural man has no 
fenſe of them, becauſe es in him, as worms 
But ſo ſoon, and fo long, as he lives to God, he 
will perceive them. If he be in happy commu- 
nion with God, indwelling ſin is preſent to in- 
terrupt the enjoyment. If he exerciſe any grace, 
this beſctting ſin tries to weaken its actings. If 
he ſet about any duty, it will hinder: him from 

doing it ſo perfectly, as God requires, and as he 
could wiſn. The abiding ſenſe of theſe truths 
will keep down pride. The believer will ſee 
nothing of his own to truſt in, no faith, or hope, 
or love, no faithfulneſs to grace, no holy obedi- 
_ - ence ; all is ſtained and polluted. He is forced 
to ery out of his beſt duties - unclean.untleau. In 
this ſchool the diſciple learns to walk humbly 
wich his God: The more he knows of himſelf, 
the more humble he becomes. And he grows in 
this heavenly grace, the more he is acquainted 
trader: of God in Jeſus. This learnt by 
divine teaching keeps the believer meek and 
lowꝛly in his on eyes. Nothing ſoftens and 
melts the ſoul into holy tenderneſs ene, 
of God's merey. A man who feels the plague 
- of lis own heart is never truly humbled, until ö 
lie be pardoned. But when he is juſtiſted from 


* eee in him a partaker of all ſpi - | 
8 | : ritual 
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=” — nod him, as unworthy an object, 
as ever dick or can partake of it, then he beco 


God bring every high thought into ſubjection to 
Chriſt Jeſus. The ſoul bows before him; Hes 
low at his feet; proſtrates itſelf before the throne 
of his grace, and deſires to be kept willing to 
5 takte all its bleſſings out of his hands, and to uſe 
; — — This is g 
true abaſement of ſpirit; with which a man; fen- 
ſible that he is ſaved by mere merey, lothes him- 
ſelf And while the experience of Ind 
fin humbles him down to the duft, it bone 
through God's grace the happieſt effects: for it 
keeps him in His . tower _ & fanbtikry; f * 
Which alone he is we el 20-0400: 
Save." It is ever Aka Kim of his weber 
the blood of ſprinkling ever ſhewing him his 
ant of a perfect rightecſnefs- and ever preachs | 
ing to him the necelſity of his being kept by the 
power of God. And while he hearkens to theſe 
leſſons, truſtinig to Jefus, he will ſtand faſt and 
be eſtabliſhed.” The” arm of the Lord God 
almigtity will hold him up, and he ſhall be fafe- 
While he lives thus out of himſelf, the a wh 
OY fin wes 1 lead bim to his true 
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„ my "foul, upon "this als. — the; — eta n N J 
1 A n e feel ie ra d th | 


B- * 4 4 - 
LETS 
+ . - 


Comfort — — 05 


a More patho When all the f * a 


8 —— a ara | 
kate them ſenſible of their ſins and wants, and 
125 them the neceſlity of living by the fai of 
VP dde, Son of God,, This is true humility, Ihe 5 
more they are humbled, the more they receive 
; an of the fulneſs of Jeſus : for he giveth, more 
| Carel. fellowſhip with 8 
him in his death, whereby fin will be more dead, 
and in his reſurrection, whereby the ſoul will be 
more alive to God. So that the humbleſt be- 


more, to produce 1 


liever is the neareſt to God, and i 18 the ſafeſt, 


happieſt, and holieſt of all the men upon earth: 5 
ec Batik he an n Ser "ih r He 0 


2 


1 


e 1 


heap Þ\And docs mot his 1 

reer — has wy art 
a. ſavedi ſi Her- a brand plucked out of bens 
And.doesnot this. bumble re; L. foe; reaſon | 


eto b . d lowly, and. Icom a. - 
> prayi g-"that che diſeiple may he as: his 

ne drink deep e. Spirit. In 
corruptions, en- 
jr a — renounce m 1 
thou art carrying both me and my eroſs Keep 
me humbled at thy feet, that thou mayeſt exalt 
Saviour, for this grace, to mine eternal humbling; 
22 . —— mt ane ki 40. le e 


1 — God of my;fab 


ven ee eee co fa} ee 5,584; 
Thus the believer learns to wall humbly under 

the inward croſs. He is brought to truſt all in 
the Saviour's hand. Daily he diſeoyers more of 
the ruins of the fall, which lead him to-trefh diſ- 
coveries of the perfect ſalvation in Jeſus. If he 
attend to what is paſſing in his on breaſt, he 
fads his need of a Saviour every mon nh andeor | 


* , 


l * 
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egi es them Ihe eroſs growes light. When 
taken up in faith and carried in love to the 
almighty Saviour, then it does not ſtop the be- 
1 en neee in his pb 
ding I Jaw 3 experience. E eee 
Jeſus, I know the infinite value of that ſacrifice, 
„bich putiaway fin: I blefs thee for that offer- 
ing which perfetts ſor ever. Intereſted in it, I 
wauld not diſtruſt my completeneſs in thee. 


= -» Thadugh thy.holy: nature, I expect to be renewed 


aller hy likenefs. The fountain for cleanſing 
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waſſi my ſpe L 


oulders and upor my —— — be 
rnd al the precious 5 _ N 
faith to faith chat while 1 e heaven- 


e 
Saviour, and diſcover to me more 


Holy Spirit, teach me. im the deepeſt 
dwelling ſin to truſt wholly te e,bibuingibHither 


— me n to reſiſt and to conquer 
otions. Enable me to experience the 
power of his choke, that I may feel fin weakened 
in the love and in the practice of it. Almighty - 
Spirit, in my daily warfare I find no ſtrength leſs 


than thine can make me conqueror : and therein 
thou haſt cauſed me to put my truſt. Awake, 
awake, put on ſtrength, O arm of the Lord; 
1 as in the antient n in the Wan £ 
1:3 of 3 


. the lau and jd of we Faber inf; i 


of — | 


neſs of ſin, and of my need his ſalvation. 
ſt ſenſe of in- 


body of Jeſus. O lead me to his croſs, there to | 
ſee all my ſins nailed, cruciſied with him, dead 
in his death; buried in his grave: in this/faith 
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overobme their aſſaults, but by being ſtrong in 
the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. His Warfare is 


| thabeldre to be carried onen tirely by faith. The ö 
on muſf be brought into 


principles before laid dos 
ufe:/ What the, ſpirit of God had diſcoyered to 


him of his ſalvation in Jeſuʒiuis to be, tried in | 


every. battle andi if it he maintained, it will be 


improved. If he hold faſt che confidence of his = 
faith, he will behave like a good ſoldier. .If he N 


always take up arms in abſolate dependence on 
che divine General to gixe him courage, t9, order 


him how to attack his enemies, to beſtom ſtrength | 
pon; him; daily to reſiſt them, then vigtory wwill 


. de certain: Yea;he-will be, inyineiblei n he 
65 8 ſtands 


u Sono dds hae end i M 


ver \fights lis yood fight of 1 faith: aid] gver 
> "ai end au ad. ene, i 
—SHSTes dont 5d Hier bois 
1 WW Ebel che- bellevene has been diſcipl med 
under the teroIe; and has learned to bear it with 
Patience, the Cuptain of his ſalvation has other 
exereiſes for him! He has. choſen him to bea 
ſoldier" and he intends to teach him to endure 
battle, not only againſt Refi and blood, but allo 
a ggalnſt prineipalities and powers of earth) ant 
nell: He cannot diſcover their ſtratagems, nor 
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maight. He will meditate uf 
Wich he had been taught of God, and will find 
| peaceiny — py, joy Og heart 


eee eee grate call en Kh 

une — banane left 15 
mint . and he ——— 
oanquer them all in me. It is true, I am weak, 
but my Redeemer is ſtrong, the Lord of hoſts is 
n kr uns, 

— — from: the curſe of 
the law} and froni the wrath of God. Ie has 


given me a divine 3 for 1 


Pane te I believe it. God is on my 
fide need not fear What any enemg can do 
unte me. Ele has taken me inte bis protection. 
By his/allwiſe counfef Tam guided; by His al. 
5 mighty arm Lam defended!” My battles arethe 
_ Lor@'s.” Indeed mine Ehieinſes® are "ue and 
Ebnet 1 | | pe OY they 
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they, are. too cunning and too mighty for me... 


But hy do they now fight, againſt, me? Is it 
not, becauſe. God is my friend? They hate me; 

becauſe he loves me. While I; lived-in friend | 
„and was at war with God, they 


ſhip with the 
were always trying to make me happy. But 
ever ſince I fled to Jeſus for refuge, and ſought 


arme againſt me; And they have raged. mers 
furiouſſiy ſince I Was enabled to belieye in him, 
But I, hays no xeaſon. to fear their oppoſition, | 
With them is an arm of fleſn, but with mes 
the. Lord my. God. to help me, and to fight my 
battles lay, therefore go to my daily 1 — 
in/faith, regarding the commande, waiting for 
. tylilling- of the 
Wot 

for,my preſent aud for wine eternal victory. 
„Are thy meditations, O my ſoul, like cher 
upon the Chriſtian Warfare? Examine. tbyſelf 
It thou art at peace with God, thou, muſt expect 
x 2 It. is ee ge IA it be in thy beart 
to. pleaſe him. who, bath .choſen. thee to, he 2 
5 ſoldier, then ; all. the. 2 95 of. wickedneſs! od 
be x in arms. Night and day with, never ceaſing 
age Az. Will purſue, thee. Deep laid plans 
wall, be formed, and. herce. affaulis will be made 
againſt thy, true happineſs. They will be attempt- 
ing, to Jeng as thou art in the world, by Tome 
ming, 5. force to draw. thee: from phy, Ons 
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tion, in his blood, they haye: taken up | 


promiſes of my God, and 
upon the proyiſion,, which he has made | 


* 
* 


EY] * 


* 


1 bote hon muſt bring the 
mite of Chriſt into exerciſe; I 
| neceſſary they are for every ſt 
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1 15 "OR ebe 10 be 0 _ > nti ved 
" battle, Thy victory | r 
holding faſt thy co 


; dence in God; thats 
Princries of the my 


15 thou wilt ind them e N — 
every? part of thy warfare: This is 4 —.— 


| ; 8 enemies are God 


wd dſt jein with them, and waſt an i cheir 


e fighting againſt God, but 
ſtom the guilt of thy rebellion b.4 "Ins free: dere de 
by choſe thee in His Son, and mercy. 
; | gave him for thee. The So — 2 e 


lers will for thy falvation : He did it in! 


life: He ſuffered it in his death. The ever * 
p rious Work i is finiflied. And it has ber a given 
; f hee on: the behalf of Chriſt. to believe. The 


I ord the Spirit has ſatisfied thy conſcience; and 


| has comforted: thy, "heart: with the Knowledge of 


"his perfect ſalyation. The Father is thy Father 
I Teſus-.-thine by his own: free gift 7 . 

his Owen unchafigkable purpdſe=-and now thine 
3 thy free Hoicèe. He has made thee: Willing 
in the day of lis power to take him for thy God. 
He is perfectly teconciled unte thee in his Son: 
And ſhoufd not this perfeQly' reconcile che to 
Hin His love to' thee: 1s Wonderful an all its 
Vets. in its riſe. and origin, and in its free 
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ung: And does not the belief of this engage thy 
"heart in love to God ? Doſt thou not love him 
for his love to thee; and is it not thy daily 
Prayer, that thy love may abound yet more and 
more? Has not the ſenſe of this peace and love 
been improved in thy daily walk with him? Haſt 
thou not found the truth, and enjoyed the com- 
fort of theſe graces in thine experience? O fear 
not then, ſince God is on thy ſide fear not, O 
my ſoul, to go to war with any enemy, who 
would rob thee of the peace of God in thy con- 
_ #KGience,” or of the love of God in thy heart. 
| This: is the deſign of all thoſe who fight againſt 
_ thee. They want to ſhake thy confidence 'in 
God, and ſo to draw thee from him. They 
know, they cannot ſucceed, while thou ſtandeſt 
*firong in the Lord, "truſting to his being thy re- 
coneciled God, and loving Father. O keep this 
z truſt in him, as the apple of thine eye.—bind it 
continually to thy heart in love---and fight for it 
8 for thy precious life. Be aſſured, no enefnies 
dan prevail againſt the, ufttil they have fil 
\overcome thy faith: becauſe while thou makeſt 
God thy refuge and ſtrength, his almighty arm 
will be thy defence. Be not afraid, ſays he, "I 
am with thee, and I will keep benny _ay 1 
through fuith unto ſalvation: 3 
In this warfare it is the chief bunt eld 01 his 
believer to have reſpect to the orders given im. 
He is men on the Captain ef his 
— 1 5 falvation. 


* 


: 8 thy right hand, ſaying unto. thee- 
7 * {will + is "HEE: not * Jacob, 
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MRalvation.. What has he ſaid, O my ſoul, 10 as 
courage thee to go to battle without fear? Mind | 
his deſcription-—it is THE GOOD FIGHT oH 
FAITH, in which thou art engaged. By faith 
thou art to attack thy foes: by faith alone 125 2 


canſt conquer them: and faith muſt have his 


+: ComMmanys,. or elſe it can have no 7 — 


13 


Warrant to fight, and no juſt ground to expect 


victory. Indeed if he had ſpoken nothing; there 


could have been no faith: for his word comes 
firſt—it is ſpoken—it is heard and then faith 


comes by hearing. Look well then to his 


word. Study it Poten- If thou obey it 
Haright, thou art abſolutely ſafe in the hotteſt 
3 battle, and thy victory 4s: 8 certain, as if the 
ctomn was already upon thy head. Theſe" are 


* his ſtanding orders Fear thou vet. for Lan 
With thee: be not afraid, for I am thy God, 1 


will ſtrengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea I 
will uphold. thee with the right hand of my 


2 


* 


e xightcouſneſs./ Behold. all they that were in- 
e cenſedd againſt thee ſhall be aſhamed and con- 


#: founded: they ſhall be as nothing, and they 
e that ſtrive with thee ſhall periſh. Thou ſhalt 


FRE | 


. ſeek them, and ſhalt not find them, even them 


- that contended. with thee; they that war 
2 againſt thee mall be as nothing, and as a thing 
2 of nought: for the Lord thy God will hold 
5 ear not, ol. 
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the Lord, and thy Refeemer the 58 One of 


vine command; and in obedience to it expect 
his help. Face thine enemies, whoever they 


j 


him. Doubt not but thou art as ſafe, obeying 
His: orders, and expecting his help, as almighty | 
power; can make thee. Obſerve the courage: « ot 
oe of thy fellow ſoldiers. Obſerve his victory 


1. mid be turned back: this 1 know, for God i is 


fights for them. All their enemies are his, and 


this ſeripture. Canſt thou meditate on it, and 


*in the Lord will 1 praiſe his. Word: in God 
* have J put my. truſt, z will not be afraid what 


vid e came to ae him up, but he encouraged 
ba R 5 N 2. 4 2 
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and ye men of Iſrael: 1 will help thee; faith 


&I{ra61;” Are theſe indeed the words of God? 
Does he command poor worms, weak and de- 
fenceleſs, to go to war without fear? Does he 
encourage them to look up to his arm, promifing 
to be on their ſide? Yes; the Lord of hofts 


therefore they may ſafely truſt and not be afraid; 
O my ſoul, read carefully, read again and again; 
mark and inwardly digeſt every word of this di 


be, with holy boldneſs: For God is with thee: 
He has undertaken to fight thy battles. Look at 
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yet be afraid? Of whom; or of what? O vile 
unbelieving fear! Beg of God to fave thee from 
it. Honor the Captain of thy falvation ! Truft 


When I cry unto thee, then ſhall mine ene- 


175 on my ſide. In God will I praiſe” his word 
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% man can do unto me.” The enemies "of Pa- 
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the Lord his God. He attended to his 

. ordet —_— confidered the word which was 
| poken to him. He depended upon it, and had 

_ reaſon to praiſe God for his faithfulnefs : 176: net 
fulfilled it unto him. There was in it a 

—* PROMISE, as well as 42 eee EL 

ES inn Ker * 

d to them who keep the command in 


kann The one is our divine warrant to fight, 


the other is our encouragement to fight in cer- 


tain hopes of victory. Attend, O my ſoul, to 
the promiſe, and fear not the accompliſhment of 
iS In righteoufneſs ſhalt thou be eſtabliſhed; 
thou ſhalt be far from ev for 2 . 
come near "thee: Behold,” they thatt rely 5 


malt not fear, and from terror, f 


oo gather together, but not by me: whoſoever 
hall gather toget er againſt” thee/ hall fall 


_ * for "thy fake. Behold; I have created the 


* ſmith that bloweth the coals in the fire, a 
that bringeth forth an inſtrument for his work, 


re * and 1 have created the waſter to deſtroy. 


weapon that is formed againſt thee fall 7 
per, and every tongue łhat ſhall riſe in judgment 
4 againſt thee, thou ſhalt condemn. Thus is the 
«heritage of the ſervants of the Lord, ant their 

60. rightcoufneſs i is of me, ſaitli the Lord * Thou 
art here fore warned of thine enemies: ey flat 
: gather againſt thee. But the Lord is not with 
955 3 He i 18 0 defender and mighty deliverer,. 
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and he will bring all oppoſition to nought for thy 
fake. However numerous their hoſts. may be, 


vet they ſhall fall. Whatever weapons of war 
2 may form, yet none of them ſhall proſper. 


This is the certain heritage of all believers. 95 


Their righteouſneſs and — ſtrength is of me, 
ſäaith the Lord will fight their battles, and I 
will never leave them nor forſake them: I Will 
make them daily conquerors, and behold the 
days come, ſaith the Lord, that I will: perform 
that good thing which I have promiſed them, 
Iwill make them more than conquerors. 
Is this, O my ſoul, the infallible word of pro- 
miſe? * the Lord of hoſts undertaken to ſtand 
by his people? Has he engaged to lead them 
out to war by his wiſdom, to defend them in 
battle by his power, and to give them eternal 
victory to the praiſe of his own grace? O What 
motives are theſe to ſtrengthen thy heart and 
uby: hands. What haſt thou reaſon to fear, ſince. 
the almighty is on thy ſide? The battle is his. 
Mabeſg. of enemies oppoſe, yet following his 
orders, and truſting to his ſtrength, thy victory 
is, infallibly ſure: For then thou wilt fight againſt 
them. ſtrong. in the Lord, and in the n of 
his, might, and thou wilt be invineible 
Is THE, WHOLE, ARMOR OF 6D. 1 * ar- 
mor is the proviſion, which God has made for 

the 2 of his ſoldiers. He puts it on them, 
and he denne, it on e alt i is a whole armor. 
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flor in che Lord,” for no 


_ hell, and after” ye have done all to ſtand 


40 d - * 
. 
2 *. = 


mercy. their God, WhO ka it, has — 
to them the ufe of every part: In the Hiath of 


tie Epheſfans the apoſtle has deſeribed it at 


large He fuppoſes them to be acquainted with - 
__ therehriftiay dottrines,” and to have walked in 
the comfort of them, and he calls upon them to 
bring them into practice in their daily warfare: 
It only remains my brethren, ſays her that yp be 
pew ata voor and in the might of h 
by faith relying upon His 

_— — to his power, „ putting 
en e ee armor of Ged, that being 
mentzthene d mightily” by the Spirit in che inner 
man; ye may be preſerved dependent upon ce 
Lord, und enabled to engage in his ſiren! 


+ his word and arm, you will not be 


lely uf 


ald againſt prinoipalities, againſt mern 
the rulers of the darkneſs of this world; re 
ſpiritual” wickedneſs in high places: therefore 
take unto you the whole armor of God; that ye 
may be enabled 10 witliſtand in the. evil" ua, 
agdinſt' the combined legions of © earth and 


guerors in hesfield of battle, when your enemies 
n out of it. Stande derefore * 
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and to cu quer 10 his glory. Unleſs you "= 


5 able to tand againſt the'wiles of the devil: for 
ve wreſtle not only againſt fleſn and blood, 
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SAVING KNOWLEDGE; which the holy-Spirit 7 
teaches. He guides believers into all 'trufh ne- 


: cen for _ AG: As the — ee 


: bel it — of the truth, pig? 
in Jeſus, binds together all the graces. It is of 


the eſſence of every one of them-it is light in 
the u di diſcover what they are, that 

| they-may be received into the heart in love, and 
duhat in obeying the truth their influence may 


operate upon the life and converſation. When 


a man is thus taught of God, then he ſees his 
need of the breaſt - plate of riguteduinelsy: and he 
puts it on, namely the Ne RAe hy e 
or ED RIGHTEOUSNESS of the G0 


my 


The breaſt- plate was armor for the vital parts 


a o is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt it is 1 = 


section 009% ro. ane GPa ever 


veapons. 1. thats — of d Pe a 
could be collected into one arm, which was to 
ſtrike one mighty blow, his hreaſt- plate would 
ward it off. The armor of God could not be 
hurt. The ſoldier with it on cannot periſh, but 
ſhall have everlaſting life. Therefore covered 
with this invincible breaſt-plate he may face the 
ſtouteſt foes, and attack them without fear. He 


4. 


. WT — — 5 —— — = + 
Fu; rl SED Tame nn Ea 


— — 2 * * K 2 * . : or 
Er 7 Een 


« * 5 with the preparation of the e of 
« per n 


* 1 .bin 4 — jo pains out of his. 
09 —— eckt 


In the ſenſe. of this he may go on with holy rg : 


neſs,.as the ſoldier did with his greaves on. When. 
his feet and legs were armed with them he was 

not afraid of thorns gr briers, of rough roads or 
ſharp ſpikes. In like nanner the peace, Which 
the goſpel brings, carries the Chriſtian ſoldier 
feanleſs through lifficul ies. He will march on 

conquering, if he keep on his: greaves. If he 
maintain peace with God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
he will not be ſtoꝑt by n ——— or n 
tation. But he muſt remembe — 
piece of n. faith is effentially-n necefſary—-the- 

girdle: is good for nothing without ene 0 
out farth-in the righteouſneſs of God our Saviour 


Ahe greaves are no more than if the feet were 
covered with a:bivoF-thin'gauze, unleſs faithrde- 
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* . n the field of faith; wherewith. . 
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der nein beit up be ſhield and ceep hi 
1 x ſti n ſoldier, if the | 
— one 8 e flame, 


had not his ſhield: but armed with er 


ng it to the arrows of the wicked 


may lift up his head with joy: RY os the. 


helmet CO  OTney The grac 
meant is By l r. Wed N poke 3:5 BY * 
which was arm — — an p 


ns 
ITE : 


all the ſenſes which are ſeated in 


is called the helmet of et Fe 
AUWATS SAVES It never can be deſtroyed: 
ri” in this warfare: and therefore it is a hop 


that maketh not aſhamed; - Hope with its helmet 
on fears no blows It can truly ſay, I am com- 


is with me, whitherſoever Igo, Truſting to this 

ee hope is in wars and fightings full of 

glory and immortality. The Lord's ee ee 
forward are the ground of hope: and this 

ie e un wie weapon Which none of bis 


2 enemies 


hete ſpoken of; it de ene ige 25 
1 — of the: —— n 4 


nanded to be ſtrong and of good courage, not 
. 0 be aftaid om max eg for tel Lord my God 


r /r IT Iny ooo > 
. \ J - - — 


> = 


7 nf Wy 


"Ion, 7 9. 


a. * 2 = - 1 * 
r . 7 32 


1 


7 
re, VF 
- = 


_—_— 


ok 


eee with the neceſſity of prayers 1 


le © army n c 


ge in e ae ditivaltay 
with a two edged ſword "__ flew-the old dragon. 


be The ene N 
devil, and: it is mighty throu 
_ nfhiiread zin faith, and e 
1484 Thei beſt ſoldier in the 


only believes What God ſays of his 
* alle, depends. ben hint ken dhe < 
perience of it: and meretore When heal 
daes and in he vita i el — ele: on 


"widen 
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ſhi and a watching hereunto. with all perſe- 
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"have the crown; but it 
| u ivinedawfully for it. I find 
nothing in myſelf thavdiſpbles- me to endure the 
hardſhip of the chriſtian warf 
truſt therefore is in thee Jeſus 

God. Thou haſt called me to the battle: thou 
muſt fit me for it, keep me in 
conqueror. All is of thee: The whole armor of 


God, while; I have received, the dinge, 


lege, W N ufneis and the E: A 
reciou and glorious hope, that dun 
way ebe thou haſt 


the; 50 pry — ebe for-the-right 
m. Thou muſt ſtill cover my dad in 


5 the day of battle; Mine ey es 
therm hopes centre in thee, from whom alone 


zethiallimyp ſalvation; O Tord of hoſts, keep 


; mo in this ſimple dependence upon thy word and 


m, that I may exerciſe thy graces in fighting 


os battles; and if thou art pleaſed to give 


daily victor „ ILmay be willing to return thee all 


N glory 6 0 faithful promiſe-keopi "vs God, Hang, 


—— — pray. | 


fare. My whole 
ay Lord: and my 


Vit, and make me 


| | CAL ſed me to A. — N 
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rene battles If thou go te war, calling 
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dach eee. SE — | 
hee to be; 2 nnn of: good 
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he conquered all their "hoſts. He triumphed 

ver * the world, over ſin and deathiz 
and he led captivity captive. Remember, he 
ealls upon thee to ſhare in his victory, by faith 
to partake with him of the ſpoils, and to keep 


the vanquiſhed enemies daily under thy feet. He 


has made them his footſtool, and he will made 
them thine. This is thy warfare. And Wh 
haſt thou to fear in it? What hurt can a dead 
hand he cannot fire it. He is not able to ſtir a 
finger. No more able is any adverſary to deſtroy 
thee.” Whilſt thou art truſting to the complete 
victory of Jefus, thou wilt daily ſhare with him 
in it. And the more ſimple thy truſt is in him, 
che greater conqueſt will he give thee, becauſe 
he will then receive from thee greater glory. 
How ſhotild this eonfideration inſpire thee with 
__ courage—it”is- for his glory that thou ſhouldſt 
conquer. Tby God commands thee to fight on 
his fide; promiſes to aſſiſt thee, has provides 
invincible armor, and has in his own perſon len- 
gaged and defeated every enemy, againſiavhom 
thou art to fight; and therefore he requires thee 
in obedience to his orders, depending on his 
promiſes and armor, to bring him glory by cons | 
quering it nis ſtrength. O my ſoul, haſt thou 
not à zeal to promote the honor of thy Saviour 
Is not his fame and renown very near thy heart 
Doſt thou not think it a privilege to be any aways 
na] in Exating his great name? Yes, 
. — Lan, 


Bord; thou haſt made me willing to glorify thee. 
Tliou art my lavoful king, and I deſire to hoffor 

thee by following thine orders, n thy 
battles, and relying entirely upon thy p promiſes N 
would not queſtion thy faithfulneſs to them, 
nor fear any enemy again hom thou haſt com- 
N manded me to fight. I would not doubt of thy 
_ * irengths to carry me through the battle, or to 
Jive: mei:the*promiſed/ victory. In this faith 1 
bDonduct my warfare, and I would: have all my 
ſucceſs to bring freſh glory to thee. I know 
| courage; which I have in the field of 
battle, is not from nature, but from grace. It 
_ ariſes from the belief that Jam armed with the 
5 We armor of God, and that the enemies 
gainſt' whom + Hght are his a8 well as mine 


Feonqu N all to ee ren 
” Hence,” Lord, ariſes my ſure and certain hope of 
Victory. 1 groundd it on thy word. I fight in faith. 

; L truſt to thy complete victory, and now 1 am 
mmharing in it. My daily victories are only the | 
Fruit and effect of thine. O my almighty Jeſus, 
| give me grace to aſeribe all the glory to thee. 


It is thy due: Make me willing to give it L 


thee for the victories obtained. for me, and in - 
me. 0 keep me by thine almighty power 
through faith, till I have fought the good fight 
andwon. the prize. | Grant me this, bleſſed King 
a * upper Amen. 
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5 Te A ever ports on 1 ng 1he geo 
1 Fall, ap bo Bend wir KA, over WS world. 
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1 HE world ſignifies. the viſihle 2 na- 


ture; not the earth only, but alſo, the preſent 
conſtitution of the juniverſe; of animate and ina- 


nimate beings; $5, All which, were, created: good at | 


firſt, but through the, fin of man, and the ak 
ſentence of God, are now ſubject to vanity . 
be world is become a great enemy to fallen 
mar n:; Becauſe; it is always, preſenting ſomethi hing 
to his. ſenſes, Which. is a temptation to fin. i 
keeps him ee by, its flatteries, promiling 
to. make him happy in its enjoyments. It ſets 
them before. bim. He looks, and loves. He 
K1yes, his heart a willing, facrifice. to the world, 
and. duffers.. himſelf to 5 entirely influenced IF 
its hopes? and fears. RRR 
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to contemplate; and aden Ee. - the, great Creator in 
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his" Works: But upon 9 fall che lot this ufe of | 


natural objects; They, did [not ; as they ſtruck upon 
the ſenſes, e Excite e ideas in the mind: 
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While! man was „ s belt bi 
in him ſome ſpiritual ; idea, and thereby: led him . 


THEO, Becauſe le : 
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en 5 


inot ſee the things, e 


| „ the: ices Minds ha in 2 

ding was in darkneſs: He could 
„of the» ſpirit, of God; neither 
could he know them for want of ſpiri- 


| 9 diſceroment.. Being thus deprived of the 


and likeneſs of God in knowledge, having 


no. i Dur the will of the ge, aud hiv Heart 


with God, he ſinks into com- 


being at enmity 


15 nn the (creature! lis very mind is 


F is affeRtions are — 
BTR, In this ſtate ey tives 


— Ker 01 N 


5 4 were animal life without Ged in the Webrld. 


Indeed he has within him an immortal ſbul; 
* it is àpoſtate. It is fallen from God, and 
us no mare communion with m ncküte⸗ 


Wan che devil has, The 1a, has condemn 


0 death.—The ſou! that findeth lit hall 1 
1 is already ſpiritually « dead uo God, 3 f 
incapable of qui 


as.” 


Therefore it eee & Miel any irs 

knowledge of Goll; or have any real fellowſhip | 
with the things of God. While fallen man n 

' this Rate, his earthly and ſenſual. appetites: take 
the lead; and alt 'the light in his mind, and the 
| Aefitez of his Heart only diſpoſe, him to ſeek for. | 


#p)aymens ſon 
be cantinnes an unteget 


ds not fee God in outward abjects. He does 
Not aye God for them, He dogs not enjoy them 
0 the glory of God. Val i net * 1 bis 
! thaughts.. BOW: ESE Ap itt! any 2 het 


4 Wlan has been aten a micrapoſim. Up 3 is: * 


_ des — of his ſenſes. His 


ye, by means of + light; can; diſcover the form 

aul ſurfacs of all objects. The exr takes in all. 
ds. The noſe perceives all vapours 'and 
della he nalate taſtes all ſorts of fuids. All 


ſc nds. 


Lorta of folids game under the ſenſe of feeling, 
vhich is in every part of che body; for the heng- 
nit and eſervation of the hole. Thus: ever 


W nun ũevepiritual idea. But this uſe was 
lob bythe all. The imprefion inade by out- 
neahjeſts does met raiſe up the mind to Gad, 
and:excite\udoration and praiſe, but keeps the 
Scart from him; and affords'a continual teinpta - 
tion to liveits the World, and to the things of 


it Whatever: is: preſented to the eye, to the 


air, Bc. can ſtir up and bring forth evil. Ant 
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objedt im he 1niverte is fitted to act upon fore | 
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_  demption;' and it is one of the brigliteſt jewels 
in the Redeemet's crown. How inſinitæly glo- 


this preſent evil world.“ This delive 
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2 is in the w rld, the Juſt of che acti, my 
Juſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 


« of the Father, but is of the world. Mind, 
A thit is in the world is the mean 3-0 feeding 
ſome luſt: For which reaſon the apoſtle 1 
this preſent evil world“ —evil, becauſe! of fin, 
and becauſe of its temptations to keep the heart 
In love with it, and to ſhut out the an be 

Father 14 Robi Won dar, abe 
How awfully ſolemn are ee bn nes! 
What ſtrict amn O my: foul, wsd 

they put thee upon! Search, and try thyſeif by 


love of the world. Tt is a bleſſed part of re- 


rious is this character 4 ariſt gave him- 
ſelf for bur ſins, that hs > wich tag 


worthy of GOd. We had 'finned:;hy ee . 


pPreſent evil world, and he came to Havel us from 


ur qins : It ruled over cur hearts and lives, and 
© (Kept us under ats tyranny; and e came to de- 
Bier us fem he love and from the power of it. 

Va — we 


3 — Ab che — Fhorivews! in 
their nature to enter into open war witli it, and 
to overcome every temptation, by which jit had 
Sen, Ad 


he was to e 


ler the world 


| them.; and then by his Spirit he was to conquer 
with his firſt 


it in them He begun the batt] 
| breath ary ng moment of his life he was 
iqus. The world has its ſnares for every 
1 wa Fahey ate into none of them. 
Eis hands were clean, is heart was Pure. He 

never lift up his ſoul to vanity. He was in his 
Infancy" bis bah child Tefus: And he grew!" 


* 
ſtature. When he was twelvẽ years 

was wiſer than his teachers; For be ſat 
r the; midſt of the doctors both hearing them, 
and alking them queſtions: And all that heard 
him were aſtoniſhed at his underſtanding and 
anſwers. His delight was in the law of the 


» 20 


Lord; and in his aw did he meditate day and 


tHe ſaw things as they are there deſeribed 
in their true nature. The world could not kn 

poſe u upon him. He lived above its offers of 
good. Wend he feared not the wort of its threat- 
A n bis miniſtry he 
„„ © . . 
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am or any of his deſcendents from 


| Sotho 1 Leer an u poet ae 


war er rann +4 
0 — Betauſe L have cheſen-· you 
out ef it; therefore it wilt hate My peace 
willootfſion and increaſs your tribulation; in it. 
But feat not. Remember it is a vanquiſhed fo. 
Attack itein my ſtrength, as partakers /o m 
vithooy: Fight againſt it, ated treat it; us under 
my feet and made my footſtool. Whenevernit 
tempts you; depend abſolutelp upon my con- 
qqueſtj and you will find my grade almighty to 
__ ervelfy the eee au AY it „ Alta} 
He anittating are theſes words! with what 
bowrage ſhould they inſpire the Chriſtiam ſoldier! 
nith6ugh the World be his enemy, yet it eannot 
cohgfuer him; and rob him of his crown.” The 
main battle has been foughty the victory is gains 
eq; and the cenquerer is alreudy crowned-in the 
tame and perſog of all che redeemed. By faitli 
ve gives chem their hure in His victory, as it is 
Written Whatſoever is born of Gd overs 
Lee ee dec nd mee the en 
| Serderwube is berg gain by the Spirit won! 
rture ſpiritual and heavenly, and has new ſenſes | 
Z te exeteiſt e eren things. His renewed 


and glories: He has ears to * i the joyful Wund 5 
of goſpel giace, and ee it. Dh hen that 


BE day What. be now-W 18. He is 


poured bouche e ſweet ſmelling ſavor. 
en tand exhilarates his eee hen he. 


| eren e, * wuhy-lays hold-of: and en- 
5 unn ſpiritual bleſſings, as he ever did of any 
thing material. He is created !anew. in Chriſt 
: Jabs, not only that he may know theſe things, 
but may alſo partake of them as truly now by 
faith, as he ever will by ſenſe: And the more 
de knows and the more he partakes of them, 

e he be en e this 1 | 


| Lee, e wen {ourtf y faith, 
we ſee the victory of Chriſt, and reſt; upon . 
Fan, the more ſafely we put our truſt, and conte 
dence in it, the more fellowſhip — ave. - 
wa him in its fruits. more: wif ö 
vanity of the world, as he ſawi mo 
deliver us from the love of it and more ſtren 
Ne e e e "_ are ſome 
16 e for our dinge | ie 
5 5 Were ſo ſhall-we, be tough. 1 that. Joverh 
vs. As our faith (increaſes we ſhall ſhare more 
with him, and triumph more over the ſwiles and X 
the frowns of. the World. 8 5 ang 35 38 inf 5:79 5 
„Since this is the only . to conquer the 
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a vs to enjoy here, as pl | 


WALK, OF FAITE, a 


E 4 18 WAY, and haſt thou faith in the victory 
46 Jeſus ? P ↄſt thou, depend on him for the 
pardon. of thy former loye of the. world, and | 
foxythe,qxueitying, the Jong, of it in thy, heart? 
Art,..thou,relying upon his victorious grace to. 
make thee a daily eonqueror over. all its tempta- 
tions ?, Examine 10 Warfare, and fee whether it 
1 be carried, on according ta the ſcripture, rule, and. 
„th — . ſucceſs... Look at ſome of _ 
3 Lords champions. Survey t the triumphs o of 
. Moſes, an d remember the Lord's hand. 18 pot, 
As tene. Bx FAITH. Moſes when, he was 
dome to years refuſed, to be called the ſon * 
4 Phargah 8 daughter, chooſing. rather to ſuffer 
36 achten wich, the people of God, than to en, 
; en the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon, eſteeming 
1 « the. reproach; of: Chriſt greater r riches than the | 
 Satrealures of Egypt, for. he. bad 2 Jp! unto 
the recompence of the geward How great 
4 Was, this, faith! how glorious its "victories! 1 Tt 
Wasa divine grace, and. exerciſed 'by : a divine 
. * operatior 2 mighty through. God. By it it, Moſes 
fav the reality of heavenly things: : by i it t he taſted 
= their ſweetneſs, enjoyed their bleſſednefs, and had 4 
hope full of glory and immortality. "The world - 
| made him i its higheſt offers, but he rejected them. 
His eye was kept fiogle, his heart chaſte towards 
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: | his God, The, honor of, Pharaoh's 8 Alliance he 5 
2 ae 14 90 preferred. affliction with. the peo- 


Mei ee of fin, He embraced 
p ot 7 3 05 reproach, 


29 1 wir is tallled to vr againſt 1 World, 


its 0 x 1 


- hes ati caie on m fo ene |. 
\Chiiſt, and he eſtsen id it beyond all the trel- 
ies e of Egypt. He fab the vin ty att einpti· 
.nels of eutthly enjoymentb, And ve trmpled aß. | 
o tem, havitiy beser to the recompence of 
rewüttk. Thus hie was eturinsd to the world. 
| What Ah exalts@ chatactef! Tbete is . ia | 
Kew Lab tha are . N e — 
he followed the Reps of his faith. Every ſoldier - 


23 and e tor 
The (Hooks always * — temp. . 
ec ready to 15 him; but be meets them 
{frong in the Lord, and in the power ff his 
Kite. Hutt: to lie Wähle arr ot of God. 
Then yidtory. is Cettam. And in oft 
: Lotd may have all the glory, he will leer nn 5 
_ fighting and praying in this er e 
This World i is not tay Portion ' happineſs. 


3, does not confiſt in Toving td ejepit thi — | 


3 of it. It is an-evil wortd---it 5 55 in wickedneſs 
—Satan bas his feat ang throke in it-aud it is 

| cone ndemned to fre; Thank God, mine eyes ue 

open to ſee 4 better world than this, and L Am 
5 travelling to It. K. beliede it Was the Purpoſe fi 
% and i of thee ternal Three ts thooſe the to 10 
dn heir of the World to conte. Glory be te tie 
; Father for His ee lol, and whe all the . 
e e lr 20 th uhr 


he 1 tack ; Ys 4 


ina the 


— —ö ee, 3 
an indebred for wut E Heeve e- the Buys - 
ſalvatibis,-ah@! fot) WHEE:! T have experteiited of 
the Fathet's lo e Of Heeg O Gd theitHotp 
Ghoſt, k phaer my depende ns for arrying of f 5 
work which then ha begun; TweUId be guided 
by hy esunſeh every ſtep ef my walk, and 
—— by thes fof/exety part of my wars 
fare. Reuß mein the right way; and make nd 
: etirifucv6r over all the enemies who would Rop 
tHe iv It; br tufn fe dut of it; eſpetially deliver 
mie flom this Brbſfent evik World. While I a 
going thiough it 16 à better, reſerve my heut 
from tie 1% of it. O my Ged, zWe Rw/we 
ſtranger's temper, and à pigrimis frame. Let ms 
live as à ſojourner here below, that the good 
things I meet with on my journey may not tempt 
me to make this my reſt, and the evil things 1 
meet with may not lead me to fret and murmur, 
my home. O thou divine teacher, ſbew me 
daily the glory of my Saviour's victory over the 
world, that I may ſhare with him in it; and en- 
able me to go forth conquering and to conquer 
„vb upon the world, and to treat it, as he did, 


that feeling the emptineſs of its offered happi--  - 


neſs," I may with a-fingle heart cleave to my 


Father in Jeſus, and may be ſaved from the wy 


_ about! nnn 9 and: — | 
© be abways f preſent tol my faith, in their reality 
| Diete n 40 


ine t mon bar" 
"co 


| a 2 K. ed; that.it- my 
1 * nge in . am in my worldly 


to caſtrall my cares and 7 
| burdenaon.theyelievng tow aut for MG 
Q daihy crucify the world to me, and me toit, 
that when its offers ſtand in competition with thy. 
love; I may haye grace to reject them. In this 
babs wer gertl we on glorifping him. , tho. bath 
called we go. he & ſoldier; Grant me this for deo 
den lake, Amen. and Amen, Bus Dc e awgris i} 
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| 5 F WY Tons teh 1 of Het not 1164 
P i ir be aP. 2 3875 l N 
e To 88 oy RAP 2 „N. 4 ar eg 
[42 Ac 7 25 +: Stow Sat” 7 Ito. 4 e {4 
4 1 Belisder matobes vn e hed overiblding ther 
en, ewiles and the aſſaults of the teipten. 
ns e of ff Dok” üs mar Sed ags mts 
Sa Tal is's chnitituaagveiiry > Herebelled 
againſt the ſovęreigm will of the moſt high in 
| heaven) and was caſt Gut: As ſoon as man Was 
formed, he began to tempt him to rebel againſt 
God, and he ſucceeded/; Ever lince the reyela- 
tion was made of the divine: purpoſe to redeem. 
finners; he has ſet himſelf up againſt it, and with 
impotent rage oppoſed it. He is always trying 
to hinder ſinners from coming to the Saviour, 
and when they are come tg him, to hinder them 
from living by faith upon his fulneſs. On the 

ſide of ſatan are principalities and powers, com- 
bined armies and united legions of apoſtate ſpi- 
rits formidable to man for their ü arc 
ſo fot their ſubtlety and cunning they have 
ſtratagems and wiles, depths of kill to deceive 
in which they are ſo ſucceſsful that they have 
£ ceived the whole world. Their courage is 
deſperate. They fear nothing: for they were 
mad enough to take up arms againſt the A 
mighty No wonder then that they ſhould be 
unwearied in their nen an, 


|__| wile beg d throw at th falth / 254, Töff not 


tation fails de tg another. As Their — | 
is very \great-—they are called principalities and 
powers--rulers' and” bfinedd=2 ea the god of this 
World: becauſe they work, as they” pleaſe, in 
— -difebttiencs 5 frliont they reep 
ſo faſt botmich im the whuins of fin, that no human 
arm can 1 thein's alunder. And it is the only 

A joy off bel det thi 


bird earner omg ae $f 

!17Þtiwſe, ©: my foul, are thine'enemics.- They: 
ba drawit thee intd their" rebellion, and the | 
de fin wing wo draw ther mb tlleir totments- 

They have ſted Mceſs 410 chy fallen nature 
: They kw how to malte uſt of the objefis in 
the werd te work upon muy Fenſes, und to ſtir 
e e Htioughts. They have fer darts al- 


rien and day in-atieking thy hate nf haps 
picks 'Hi/Jeſas:/ 201951 D Hanf 7 Ferri e 4 
Wies he Loi 0; ty Weg And alt that is 
- n ai bun uit noh bame 467 undertak lag to. 
_ Werke fro tlie Enemies The love of the 
Fer Save his Sen ee be the wordn's Need 
ncih mcHtmitefof his people. In their ma: | 
ere he Was de braife cke 'hend of the ferpent? 
bis &Hhnifig; Bis poiſon, and all” ue yoweb d 
Furt, 1e im his hend: wfren this ere ee 
| Tefented?""Th6"butas te be fought vas foretold, 


"17 


Q e they wan was/ pravaiſed--4p 


Adem and by faith in jt, be and all the Fa 
the Old ent <qnquered ſatan- 


F. of time. Gol was manifeſt in the 


. God, And by it he keeps: man from Ged. Im⸗ 


the devil by taking human nature. His man- 
hogd Was perfectly holy 


was tempted indeed, but he overcame. every 
temptation. He defeated ſatan in ell his at 


tempts, inſomush that when he was entering 


tpon the laſt ſcene of bis life, be could declarr 


The prinee of this world cometh, A 


nan NQTENG 18 u He did ceme, and 


man, or the ſerpent ſhould. be growned. come 
queror, The battle began in the garden of 


A. and was finiſhed upon ee 
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feſh : bh game to fefiroy. the-works of the devil. 
Sin is his great work; by. dt he drew. man fromm 


manuel begun the deſtruction of the Works of 


wit had not, it could 
not hape, any in becauſe God was in Chrift, 
Tbere was every, thing in his bei life, Which 
the. lay could require, He obeyed. all: its pre- 
cepts with uninterrupted conformity, and being 
. enrequal and ,corefernal: with: the Father his ohe: 
dieneg was therefore divine, abſglutely complete, 
and l infinitely ſufficient to juſtify. for ever. He 


the great pitched battle was fought which was 
I to decide for ever, Whether the ſeed of the Wor 1 


OT —— —— —— — an 
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. thy feet.“) He trod upot the ſerpent's head; 


1 9 „ 
aſe, 0s ke r 
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ux BY alen 


g u n as HaSfordtold Thou 


{ ** 
7 AZ 


r ol ſhalt SHhok rample ande | 


and eruſsd it, but at the ſame time the: ſerpent 
1 bit his heel. The heel is his loweſt part, his body 


_ "2athils fell in the config, but he completed his 
'vitory by the loſs of his life. The apoſtle ſpeaks 
of the croſs; upon which he bled and died, as 
che Sen ſcenc 1 1 and Ton 


"hors pal in . ne nde TY of * 


them -openly 'triur 


p] ing over them upon the 


eros leading them as you would captives in 


chains; [rebels ſtill; but unable to rob the Lord 


| brit of the glory” of any Part of his conqueſt: 


Thus thr 
"Hit oat had” the power of death; that is the 


gh death he vonquered death, and 


O” Bleed and almighty Jeſus, eternal 


jo. 15 due to hee” for this moſt glotious 
Metory. Satan is/now d vanquiſhed: foe. He is 
wacher kb feet, chou high exalted head of the 
: redeemed: Thou haft for the 
Real! overcom 


thi 1 but he bannt 0 


hem, and in their 
all his wiles and aſſaults He 
7 . He 


| wilt ob rn, © gt 
dis Do right ee übe ee hentai | 
end of fin. He has no power to torment them 
thou haſt brought in everlaſting: righteouſneſs. | 
5 He cannot Pluck them out of thy hands they 
ure dear to thee, and kept as the apple of thine 
ce. Glory be te thee,” thou wilt ſoon bring 
ſllem cut of the Teach of his ternptations, and 
thou wilt be to them an beet and infinitely 
perfect Sub iour- en. oof 22 4iols bo.» 
An this faith, Bf ſoul; aun called upon | 
to take! "up; arms aghinſt the old ſerpent. Theu 
art tofight againſt him under the batiner of Jx'vt4s 
a l name terrible to the devil and his angels: 
7 Truſting to the victory of Jeſus ſor thee; and to 
the ſtrength” of Jeſus working in thee, hen an 
daily to bring him honor" and renò w' How 
ſafe, how bleſſed is ſüch ai warfare ! Thon haſt 
the wiſdom of thy God and Saviour to diſcover 
to thee! the wiles of Satan! Trüſt toit, O my 
on. [Leave thyſelf ſimply to his direction; and 
Slehoügh Satan be ſubtle and cunning- although 
he has depths of policy, and plans out of nuin- 
ber yet thou falt not be ignorant of his devices. 
Ta al. -knowing' Saviour wil detect his plote; 
Ach turm che counſel of that Ahitophel into folly: 
land if he attack theeas a rowing lian, yet fear 
| Rien not. Thy Redeemer is ſtrong. He has 
Þraiked! the” ſerpent's head} reſiſt him in faith, 
Luck thew'ſhalt bruiſe it alſo!! Lean' on the arm 
of ek Bepend a * 
T7 7 | Follow 


* . . 


* 5 * 6. 


| „„ l e ee, 
Felle his Ondegs,- and then Shak krend 6 an 


5 undder thy feet datdyyr a; of: 281.ShÞN ant to LEO” 


But above: all:rentember, thatthow cankt only 
oonquer him by faith-eby faith-in;the victory of 
Jeſus, built pn thy faith in thewordef Jeſus: For 
3 taſlifics af the eenquerors now 
mung that they,overcawe the dexil! 

| „ hy dhe . by the word 
« of their teſtimony”. --they OVercame; him by de- 
| pending upon the.atoning blead, and by truſting 


: do bat 1the;:word- ſays f its al uffisney to 


_ faves and they found by 9xperiencethe promiled = 
Wer. To the ſame effect the: apoſtle Peter 
f L believers to ſobtiety in the uſe. of aii 
exeature: comforts, aud to a .continyal watabful- 
againt their. gnexaics, in order that they 
might daily .conguer,-7.Be ſober, be vigilant, | 
*< heckvſeyour-adecifary the devil, as 2 roaring 
$:dien, walkethpbout, ſeeking who he max; d- 
Fon bam gefi8} a A N BHRKAITH,Y 
Me brings afdtary. The baliever noliſts dhe de- 
wil and ſtaade gn ink: bien ftedfabtly.in- che power 
af hriſt. Mie powar äs mighty, and 


e fal hang upon it infallibly ſecures 


5 viddory:-: The devil may Ah his ery. darts 
whick and, flaſt, but the ſhield of faith is proof 
ag inſt them, It is able through Hod to quench = 
_ ae ;ofo:thet the fix. of temptation; ſhall not 
infleme; the ſanl, I Hey precious aretheſe ſcxip· 
tune . 
MR EO ES 8 


LD 
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ey Wife him every thing Sete the 
battle, and for victory. Why then ſhouldſt thou 
doubt, O my ſoul, of the promiſed bleſſings? 
Take courage. Fight under the banner of Je- 
ſus. Keep cloſe to his colours. Follow ſtrictly 
his orders: And he will keep Satan under thy 
feet to day, and thou We more n con- 
queror over him for ever. „ „ f6 0 
Conſidering thy war with wie in this light, | 
_ what/is there in it, O my ſoul, to ſtop thee in thy 
way to heayen? Thou art called upon to fight | 
againſt him, but then it is in the Lord's ſtrength, 
and as a partaker of his conqueſt. He made all 
thine enemies his. He fought thy battles. His | 
triumph is thine. Thou mayeſt therefore ſing of 
: victory before every battle. Thou doſt not fight 
to gain the pardon of thy ſins, or to make thyſelf 
righteous; but to oppoſe. thine adverſary, who _ 
would draw. thee. into fin, and if he could, would 7 
rob thee of thy ri ighteouſneſs, 6 hates. thee, bs 
becauſe Chriſt loves thee. But his hatred. is i in 1 
Vain. Thy Saviour has conquered him for thee, 
and by faith will conquer him in thee: For thou 
art kept, by his almighty power. Truſting to MK 
this, go forth ſtrong in the Lord. While thou — _ 
art. living in communion with him, thy warfare * 
will be ſucceſsful. If thou attend to his word, | 
and: follow his orders, he will encourage thy as 
heart, and ſtrengthen thy hands with en mo: 
9 as theſe I 

Vor. II. )FFFFT Thave 


734 - 5 warx or Fare: 


Þ bade hben thee to be a ſoldier, and: ; FEY 
> out to fight againſt all the enemies of thy 
Peace. But thou doſt not go to this warfare at 
thine own'charges, nor carty it on doubtful of 
aer * have provided every thing needful 


ning the battle, and for bringing thee 
| of conqueror. Thou ſhalt find much profit in 
* this holy war. It will be the means of keeping 
Ap conſtant fellow with me. Thou ſhalt ſee 
thy need of coming to me for courage, for or 
| diets, for ſtrength; and by faith thou wilt receive 
ſenſible experience of my being preſent with 
| thee,” and on thy ſide. Only truſt me, and thou ; 
malt find me faithful to my promiſe of belp and 
victory. Go forth then to thy daily warfare, and 
boldly face Satan. Fear him not in the leaſt: for | 
that would betray * a doubt of my having him 
under 1 my feet,” or of my Putting him under thine. | 
Give"not' place to him; no, not for a' moment: 
but refit Him, and continue to refiſt him, 'ſteds. 
faſt it Faith and prayer=trufting to my promiſe _ 
and depending on mine arm. Be ſober, be vi _ 
Slant. Thus 'oppofe the devil, and thou wilt 
certainly conquer Him." And having conquered, 
fight ö. in the fight 160k" to me for victory, 
e obtained it, wr 'a freſh battle, and 
book Milf t6 we” for victory: And thus go" on 
conquering, and to conquer. Thy. crown is in 
my keeping. As fure as F Have it on my head; 
it ſhall be on thine. Tou ſhalt” ſoot a down 
nl . | | 10% ith : 
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W ee neee e tolhuetor for | 
Glory jg GY my Jreciou i Jet for theſe / 
Faithful protniſes, in which then haſt cauſed me 

| to put my truſt. And now, Lord, let the thing 
that thou haſt ſpoken concerning thy ſervant be 
_ eſtabliſhed; and do as thou haſt ſaid. Thou haſt 
put it into my heart to deſire to be a good ſol- 
dier, and to fight thy battles againſt all the ene- 

mies of thy crown and dignity. - O thou glorious 
Captain of my ſalvation, arm me for my daily 
warfare with ſatan. He is too cunning for me; 
O my: God, teach me bis devices. He is too 
mighty for me, but the ſeed of the woman hath 
bruiſed his head; yes, almighty Jeſus, thou haſt 
deſtroyed the devil and his works. I believe in 


* thy victory. O let me partake of its fruits, and 


daily bring thee honor and renown by my victo- 
ries. Make me-ſtrong in the grace that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus; that I may not fear ſatan : Send 
me out. againſt him armed with thine invincibhle 
armor. Strengthen me, O my God, that I faint 
not through the length or ſharpneſs of the bat- 
tle, but enable me to perſeyere, till thou diſ- 
harge me from the war. Thus in a conſtant 
abfendence upon thee would I fight the good. 


5 fight of faith, keeping up communion with thee, 


in every battle, and growing more acquainted 
hb my wants, and more thankful for every 
„„ 5 lupply. 
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ſupply. O my loving Jeſus, increaſe -my 
lowſhip with thee. I deſire to War a good war- 
fare; and every thing needful for it is from thee. 
From thy fulneſs I expect it, and when 1 receive 
it, I, would uſe it to thy glory. Hear, L rd, 
and an (wer me for thy mercies ſake. Amen, 
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a 2 believtr 2 170 the power of God a fur „ 
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5 — TER the beer tai, made a great pro- 
greſs in his walk, and has been very ſucceſsful 
in his warfare, yet he is not out of the reach of 
any temptation. He is ſtill liable to be ſtopped in 
the way of duty. His enemies may cheat him 
by ſome ſtratagem, or gain ſome advantage over 
him by open force. While he is attending to 
theſe things, as they come before him in his 
daily experience, a thought will often ariſe-—- 

I am afraid my profeſſion will at laſt come to 
thing and I ſhall be a caſt- away. I feel ſo 
much corruption working in my duties, and my 
heart is ſo ready to revolt and to turn from the 
Lord in every battle, that I cannot help being 
uneaſy about my final ſtate... How can I, it is 
not in me to hold out and perſevere againſt ſo 
much oppoſition from within and without? What 
ſignifies my reſolution to walk forward, or to 
fight for an uncertain crown I think I gain no 
ground. Mine own carnal will plagues me, and 
love eaſe and quiet, as much as ever. My. 
ecorruptions ſeem as many, and mine enemies as 
ſtrong as _ were: One day [ fear, 1 ſhall 
Dol . periſn 


# 


5 "wb ample: proviſion for vis 


* 


758 in op bal. 


peꝛriſh by flew hands. My heart falitts'art the 5 | 
thought. My courage fails me. O wretched 


man that I am, Where, to whom ſhall T look for 


Frength to enable me to hold out unto the end? 
No believer / is abſolutely free from ſuch an 


attack; and there are ſeaſons very favourable to 


it. If his mind be in heavineſs through mani⸗ 
fold temptations, and be reaſoning legally uyor 
. them. If he be under the hidings of the Lord's 
gountenance, or in a time of defertion.” If he be 
fallen into any great fin, perhaps his old beſet ; 


ting lin; if the guilt of it be upon his conſcience, | 
and the indignation of God be heavy upon him: 
Then ſuch thoughts find caſy admittance ; and if 


they be indulged, they greatly diſtreſs the be · 


ow? for they directly alfault his faith, and 


ſtrike at the very being of his hope. As _ 8 
s are weakened; he. moves ſlowly andi | 

" undelief prevail, there is'a 17965 put to his wi 
Gele in the heavenly road. „ 
Bleſſed be the Lord God Fe Iſtael, who has 
ictory over this temp. 
tation.” The prineiples before inſiſted on are nom 
to be brought into practice. Here is a freſhock 
caſion to try their power and influence, and to 
make it appear, that i in theſe diſtreſſing circum- 

ſtances the Father has given his children good 
ground to rely upon his unchengesble lte, e 
| Has revealed to them the immutability of his 
| counſel e and of * oath, WORE they have 
"my 
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bed 10 A for refuge; they may comfort their 
bearts and ſay—l have been afraid of eg 
away, but it is without reaſoh : for I have ſtil 

immutable things to truſt in--althiough to my 
ſenſe and feeling every thing ſeems to make 
againſt me, yet God has promiſed not to leave 


me nor forſake me. O that I may honor his / 


_ promiſe, and withont doubting rely ns his 
faithful arm to make it good. 
Conſider then, O my ſoul; the privcijiles 'of 1 
rine of Chriſt. Review them carefully. 
Thou feeſt what influence they have upon every 
ſtep of thy walk, and how mighty they are 
through God to carry thee througff all thy diffi- 
eulties. O ſtudy then the perfect freeneſs and 
the abſolute ſufficiency of the ſalvation of Jeſus. 
Read and mark the bonds and ſecurities, which 
_  & faithful God has given thee to truſt in, and not 
| to be afraid: The time to honor them moſt is to 


believe them, when thou haſt the leaſt ſenſible 


evidence: for that is the ſtrongeſt faith. If thou 


_  eaniſt believe upon his bare word, and it is 4 


very good warrant, thy feet ſhall ſtand firm upon 
the rock, and thy goings ſhall be well ordered: 
and that thou mayeſt believe this in the hardeſt 
trials God informs thee, that thy continuance in 
grace does not depend on thyſelf, * Thou 
s ſtandeſt by faith“: and faith ſhould direct 


| thee! to what God has uridertaken and has Pro- 


be thee. He en have thee to 
| | * 


* 2 & 
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place the confidence of thy heart upon his wied 
word, which is a never failing foundation, and 
if thou waſt to build all thy hopes of perſever- 
ing upon it, it would quiet thy fears and com- 


fort thy heart. Thou wouldſt then ſee that God 


has not left thee to thyſelf to ſtand or fall, but 
has engaged never to leave . nor forſake thee. 

He has declared, he will not turn away from 

thee to do thee good, and = will put his ogy 
into thy heart, and thou ſhalt not turn away 
from him. View thy caſe in this comfortable 
light, and while thou art conſidering the 1 
of thy perſevering, as revealed in ſcripture for 


the ground of thy faith, may every promiſe lead 


thee to truſt more in God, and to truſt leſs to 
thyſelf, and then the ſnare which was laid for 
_ thee will be broken, and thou wilt be delivered. 
But take heed of carrying thine opinions to 


EE ene and of forcing it to ſpeak for them. 


Beware of that common miſtake: and beware of 
human ſyſtems. Pay no regard to men or names. 
Simply attend to the promiſes of God concerning 
thy perſevering. Thy preſent trial has convinc- 
ed thee, that thou canſt not depend on thy own' 
- faithfulneſs: this therefore is the time to jean . 
practically the faithfulneſs of God, and to im- 
prove thy faith in os from ſuch' W argu . 
ments, as theſe. „„ Mi b 
Firſt the nature of the divine es ich 
is not mw Wy unchangez ble will of the eternal 


© 1 4 ; . DE 2 l 85 Tree, 
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of them be brought to glory. 


undertook to quicken the heirs of promiſe, to 


ſanctify, and to comfort them; yea he is not to 
leave them, till the number of the ele& be per- as 


. + 5 , MW 6 a 1 
K He AER ene 
* ; 7 


_ faithfulneſs to the covenant is one of the higheſt 
honors of the Godhead : 11. am Jehovah your: - 
„ Alehim, which kEETETR covenant; I will 


==> 


oath! concerning the heirs of — 


1 
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Three, but is alſo their agreement c nfirm d by 
The father loved them as his 


ged to keep en 


gave them to his Son: he enę 


| by his power through faith unto-ſalvation; | 


The Son accepted them, and wrote all their 


| names in his book (not one of them therefore 


can be loſt) he undertook to be made man, and 
to live and die for them; to rife from the dead to 


aſcend, and to intercede for them: and he fitteth' 


as king mediator upon the'throne, till 1 one 


The holy Spirit een 60 cart into exe. 
cution the purpoſes of the Father's love, and to 


rs 


apply the bleſfings of the Son's ſalvation: He 


call them effectually. to guide, to ſtrengthen, to 


fected. Therefore E ABIDES WITH THEM n ; 


, AH. 


ant the eternal Three Rave. un 

ertaken he promiſe—to do . 
him, and all in him — for the means, and for the 
end ſo that not one of them can periſh: for 


EVER BE MINDFUL of my covenant-—My co- 
3% 2 | | | en 
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Lor BREAK, or alter the 3 

je h.“ What 
pong conſlation is there in theſe words! Study 

5 Sew, un ou, yt Wo tb : oh r = 

3 phi ee 15 aſa ods; wry 1 ae U the! * 
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8 anſwers thine heben An pig ge 
an end oh all ſtrife: | 
a heren God een abundantly to ſhew, | 
* to the heirs of promiſe the imm ability of 
eee conſirmed it hy an oath-;,that b 7 
un imwutable things, in Which it was impoſ- 
* ſible for God to lie, we might have a Rrong = 
"4 <.confpletion,whoheve fled tor refuge to Jeſus. 
Thy faith ſhould;run parallel with this promile, 
and ſhould ſafely truſt as far as it warrants thee 


dean zt gives thee. ſufficient zeaſo 


mat thy ſtate before God is immuta th 
b has determined thou ſhalt not ee, — | 
| n For ohſerve $0 Ana 
N. His eden in. che wee e He 
dien, adden be men the, covenant, | 


«1 2 . 41 3 , V4 EZ 10 . 
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to ſeſus for refuge Haſt thou not ac 


wax or rann. 
y abet, nd Al ſtrife in thy conſcience- 
uud to give thee ſtrbng conſolation. diſs : 
bis wind and wil enk tene | 
ſettle thy heart in believing, and to! adminiſte 
to thee great comfort. Weigh -attentively 8 
of theſe partieulars, and then ſayi What more 
could have been done to ſatisſy thee of ny 
Mutable perſevering- 01+ on bows 7 nol 
"rtf Re thinkeſt, Such trials n 
e uncommon, and ot PR 594470 for ĩn 
* the covenant,” and theref can be no dif- 
agemer . it thou 
*ſhouldft fall away.” How can this be, ſince 
| the -everlaſting eovenant-15: ORDERED: IN ALL 
rxrnixves, and on the part of God is abſolutely 
sung nathing that concerns; thee is left; out of 
2 all appeinted und order ed, | and m end alſo 
nne are: te adifiretin bas im mir Big » 
| Perhaps froni the clear een the divine 
record thou art convinced of the covenant of 
God ta ſave the heirs Of promiſe, and of his en- 
gaging to keep them that they ſhall never periſh, 
but thou art afraid thou art not in the caveriant, 
ndr an heir of promiſe. From whence ariſe thy 
fears? From ſeripture? No. All feripture is on 
F 


Fi RE; Yi anden eee ki? | 


* 
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bone falth'ls agua ink — "Thets 
are covenant'blefſings.” O lock up then to Jeſus 
ty not Tay Jeſus? But however look to him 
Aceep looking on—and he will give theereaſon | 
to be aſhamed of thy doubts and fears 


But the Lord hides himſelf from me, and 


therefore Ffear I am not in his favor. "This _ 
jection is anſwered in the charter of grace! 
WWII Nor Tukur "AWAY" FROM bold rg 
c00D.)He'has hid his face, and thou art troubled: | 
this trouble is for good. It ſhould put thee upon 
nquiring into the reaſon of God's hiding him- 
ſelf. It ſhould humble thee, and ſhould exerciſe 
thy faith upon ſuch a ſcripture as this For the 
"W < iniquity -of his covetouſneſs was I wroth and 
« ſmote him, I hid me, and was wroth, and he 
went on frowardly in the way of his heart: 1 
% have ſeen his ways and will heal him, I Will 


e Jead him alſo and will reſtore comforts to him 


ners. Although he hid Him- 


ſelf, yet he had love to his people although he 


ſmote them, yet it was a fatherly- correction. 


u as Tan Hed; ra 380 } 10999. goo garyuay : 
feareſt, God not only hides his face, but 
| Has «allo quite —— 0 as to e 
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hid my face from. thee for a moment, but with 
47 -enerlaſting: kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, 

cc faith the Lord thy Redeemer. 495 How gracious | a 


is thy God! What infinite mercy is it; that he 
ſhould give thee ſuch promiſes, ſo ſuited to the 
trials of thy faith, to preſerve thee under them, 
and to bring thee aut of them Read carefully, 
; unn over again, theſe promiſes: and may 
| reading of them diſperſe the cloud of un - 
delidfominit thy-ſoul-be-enlivened with the light 
of the Lord's loving countenance. rtittttaig 
But perhaps thou art in a e . as to 
_ thine own. 22 Thou thinkeſt God 
is incenſed againſt me, and juſtly—he. has caſt 
mec off, and I can expect no more re favor, at his 
band: once indeed I thought he loyed me, but 
I have fallen into a great fin—an old, beſetting 
ſin my conſcience accuſes me of committing it 
againſt light and conviction it is a foul black 
tenen en to be found * 08 Chile 
ILAN: Rado eb. 1 nu A. 
Thou art; Alen And wilt thou lie NR 
abe e raiſed up again? Thou art under guilt: 
And wilt thou nurſe it. and add ſin to ſin ? Ag- 
gravate the ſinfulneſs of thy fall, as much as thou 
wilt, yet thou canſt not be truly humbled for it, 
but by returning to/God; and by truſting in the 
plenteous redemption, that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Then thy heart will-be ſoftened and melted into 


wanne grace wilt ove its due honor, and thou 
1191 w aa | wilt 


/ peg ng 3 es Wat There Ia not od. | 
fii/but thou art capable of falling into it through 
the ſtrength of temptation. 80 long as thou art 
in the body the fleſni luſteth againſt the 8 4 
the —— — -conflift tou 


5 bing. aha 
fell the ods of -God fell. into the ſame ſin 
again and main Moſes fell: ſo did David. 
Peter ſore warned fell: ſo did all the apoſtles. 
Viet they Were believers; and they did recover 
memſelves out of the ſnare of the devil: For 
whatevet ſim thou art fallen into may be pardon: 
| ell. as theirs Was. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt 

cleunſeth from all ſim there is in it an infinite 
* eee pot and talnri is A 
public fountain it ſtands open for daily uſe 
believers ma waſh and be clean-αit i 

every given moment EFefhiabs itoriktaenk;in 
the preſent tenſe; now=todaypwhite it isoalled 

today: For there is nothing nt to be ſuffered 
on the part of Chriſt, in order to take awray ſin. 


He put it away by the ſuct 
0 Fiber ——— and 


eee wage 4 cdi . . wut 4 
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elt üntgktebefüef and their fins and theit 
« iniquities will I remember no more.“ Why 
doſt thou reject the comfort of this promiſe? It 
is ſuited to thy preſent diſtreſs,” and is the reme- 
dy for it. Thou art fallen into untighteouſneſs 
od ſays, I will be meroiful to it. Thou art 
fallen into ſins and eee 1 will re- 
member them no more. Thou mayeſt remem- 
ber thy fall, Wat ede be r eas 16 riſe from it 
by faith. It ſhould teach thee” thy need of the 
blood of the Lamb. It ſhould bring thee to 


prhatte ke are upon on thy conſcience, and to live 


ſafe and happy under the protection of it. Thus 
apply it to thy full and thou wilt repent aright ; 
thou wilt be truly humbled and made more 
Watehfüt. Thou wilt live” more by faith in thy 
covenant God, wilt glorify more” the” infinitely 
perfect ſalvation of Jeſus, and wilt be more del 
pendent upon the dee a 5 Eceping off the 
© &te 12 Spirit. * ET N $523 IE 
Conſider then, O my ſoul, une ith; abiding { 
ſuperabouhmding ggrace of thy God in making ſuch a 
provifton for raiſing thee up, when fallen into ſin. 
He intended the Pm“ in the covenant ſhould 
be the means of thy recovery, as they give thee 
good ground ſtill to truſt in a edvenant God, and 
in bis immutable counſel and oath. O lie not 
then in guilt” Reſt not in anbelief; Give not 
place to the devil. The Lord bas put words inte 
. II. 9— in the faittr of thy 
heart 
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wenn to take chen up. and den-. Rejoice not 
x — me, O mine enemy, when I fall, I ſhall 
- ariſes when ſit 4 in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall 
© >, 8 licht unto me: I will bear the indigna- 
Lord, becauſe I have ſinned 
& againſt him, until he plead: my- cauſe, and exe- 
. cute judgment for me; he will bring me 
diener to the li — — I ſhall behold his righ- 
82 Lord open to thee the rich 
| oy grace in __ ſeripture, and enable 
5 i depend on the ample ſecurity here given 
[hs "Sri thee from thy . then conſider in 
To the C8 Ye 45 54; 0 5 4/44 very <A be $7 
3 Third ag: expreſs et oral ir ate 
Covenant, hat the believer ſhall not periſh, but 
mall have eyerlaſting life. Theſe promiſes are 
|  _. "not:conditional, made to the believer upon cer- 
E- tain: terms, as if upon doing his part God would 
do his alſo: for he does not ſtand by his own 
will, or ſtrength,” or faithfulneſs---he does not 
hold out to the end by his own diligence and 
watchfulneſs in means or receive the crown of 
glory as the merited reward of any works of 
"righteouſneſs done by him. The promiſes are al! 
of free grace, not depe1 dent on man's will, but 
on God's; not yea and nay, but of- abſolutely . 
certain fulfillment. They were all made in the 
dcdovenant to Chriſt the head, and are already 
1 mate nts een, as the 1 eee 
members romiſes of God 
- «are 
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are in him, * and in him, Amen. He wðas 


given for the covenant of his people, and as ſuch, 
he undertook to do all their works for them, and 


in them, and therefore all the promiſed bleſſings 


of the covenant are laid up in his fulneſs “ in 
him they are yea“ Land laid up, as the head 


. the fulneſs of the ſenſes for the uſe of his 


bers in him they are, Amen.” He com- 


Agen; by believing, and not for working: 


Therefore (ſays thè apoſtle, ſpeaking of Chriſt's 


* righteouſneſs) it is of faith, that it might be by 


* grace, to the end the JO _— be fore | 


4 to all the ſeed.” 


In this ſovereign. mkaner ahd ſtyle runs the 


covenant, and every promiſe in it—T WILE BE 


TEIA Go, of mine own mere motion and 
grace, and according to the good pleaſure of 


mine own will--AnD THEY SHALL BE MY 


bpror r my will ſhall make them willing in 
y of my power: for I will work in them - 
both to will and to do: Fea; I will be a Father 


I ; ba 7 
the 


unto them and rhey ſhall be my ſons and daughters, 

Faith the Lord almighty. The word FarRZR 
relates to his children, and expreſſes the un- 
changeable love of his heart towards them: it is 


a dear covenant name, and denotes the infepa- 


fable connection between him and his children: 
whenever they hear it, it ſhould always excite in” 
tem an idea of his everlaſting” alfektton. Fle 
"Por. Jt M loves 


es the promiſed bleſſings freely, not con- Wy 


© "ds 


1% Walk or FALK» 
loves * family as a Father, and 1 every e 


of them with the ſame almighty love. He can 0 
not. change. He cannot ceaſe to be a Father, 


and they cannot ceaſe to be his children. His 


name is a ſecurity to them, that they cannot pe- 
rich: for if one of them could, they all might. 5 


And then his covenant purpoſe to bring many 


| ſons. unto: glory would be defeated-his wüntien 


to them as their Father would be broke 


1 would be a Father without 1 7 


deny them the promiſed bleſſings he would fora : 
get te to be gracious to them—his mh Kancecing 


b wt PR 


| ſome: oppoſite ey his — plan in „ 


covenant would come to. nothing. But theſe 1 
things cannot poſſibly be, He is the Father f 


his children, and he has engaged, by pron 
and oath, to love, to bleſs, and to ke 
for. eVer. Out of perfect loxe he gave them ta 
his Son, Who underte ö 
came and was made man, Jehovah incarnate, .to 


them 5 


to be their Saviqur: he 


live and die for them. He was ſo delighted with 


c them (for he has all theirr names written in his book) 


and with the work; that he Was ſtraitened till i: 
Was accompliſned. Bleſſings on him for ever, 


it is finiſned. The royal Saviour is upon the 


throne, almighty to ſave his dear redeemęed. He 
ene, loſe his name, Which i 18 above ey! x 


IC, W. honors of his ſalvation would fade 


e 
. 


on his n e of his oft: . 
* 10 ices | 


fllling away! I 


fees Woüld dome to nothing: fs allen 
ſus lived and died to fave ſhould "peri in. Büt it 
is not poſſible. Whom he loves, , he loves unto 
the end. give unte them, ſays he, eternal 
«life; and they ſhall never periſh? neither ſhall 
any pluck them but of my hand” They ate 
his ſeedlLand it was covenanted, that he motud / 
ſee his feed. Ihey are the ' travail of his foul- 
and he ſhall ſee of the travail of his fol and 
ſhall be fatisffed. How'eanhe'be ſatisfied; if 
any one of them ſhould be loft? He Prayed - 
« Holy Father, keep through thine own name; 
thoſe whom thou haſt given me, thatithey may 

. pe ohe; d8/ we are one.” And the Father al- 
ways heard him! He prayed; that they might: 
be with him, where he is, to fee his glory: and 


the holy Spirit covenanted” to bring them to it⸗- 


he undertook as bis name Spirit imports, to 
breathe life into them, to call, to convert them; 
to keep them, and to give them every thing” 
needful for their ſpiritual life. How can they 
fail of coming to glory, being thus kept for'i it 
by the power of "God? The holy Spirit Would 


loſe his name Spirit or breath of life; and his . 


office, Which is to abidé with, and to d well for 
ever in the elect people of God, if any one of 


them ſhould die from God, and periſh, Thus 
there is full ſecurity given by the names and offices 


of che Trinity, that believers! ſhall be kept from 
16 Father cannot be without his 
Of, „ children. 
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ſecure as: — ws oaths can make it. 


| pi! mri Le is treating of the golden 


chain of ſalvation . 
7 every. Jink of it is, and in this proſpect. he 
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VALK OK: PALTE, | 
en The glom of Jeſus _ fade aways 


. if one of his redeemed was plucked out of his 
dad. 


The divine honors of the Spirit of life 
be eclipſed, if he was to forſake his 
charge, and to fuffer any of the redeemed to-fall. | : 
into hell: But theſe things cannot be. The. 
will of the Father, len. 10 Spirit. is the ſame 
„Which is as 


Art thou n O0 may: foul, eftabliſhed in this 
great truth? Doſt thou yield to the power of the 
vidence which ml bleſſed Trinity have vouch- 
ſafed to give thee ? Meditate carefully upon it 


for the growth of thy faith. Search the ſcrip- 
tures, and obſerve how clearly God declares his 
_ fixed purpoſe to keep his people, and to _ 


them up unto the end. An great preacher 


4 e eee een, n 


5 655 from thee, — — — the rat of 7 


be removed, ſaith the Lord that hath; 
on thee. A great preacher in the 
tament church bas confirmed the ſame. 


MN and ſhewing how inſe bara 


iumphs - Who: ſhall lay any thing to the 


charge of God's elect? It is God that tende 
. bo 


e ho is he that condemneth! It is Chriſt that 
4 died, yea rather that is riſen” again, h is 
even at the right hand of God, who alſo 
4 maketh interceſſion for us. Who ſhall ſepa- 
rate us from the love of Chriſt ? Shall tribula- _ 
tion, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or 
„ nakedneſs, or ſword ? Nay, in all theſe things 
4 we aremore-than/conquerors through him that 
< loveth us, By the mouth of theſe two infal- 
ble witneſſes the truth is eſtabliſhed—they' de- 
poſe, that the covenant is immutable, and that 
"nothing can ſeparate believers from the love, 
. - wherewith God loves them in his Son. O moſt 
comfortable doQtrine ! How encouraging is it in 
any undertaking to ſet about it with certain hope 
of ſucceſs. How animating in our Chriſtian 
walk, how reviving in the dark and difficult 
paths of it, to have God's promiſe, that he will 
| keep us, and bring us to an happy end! How 
pleaſing is it to go on by faith in our warfare,” 
caſting all our care upon him, who careth for 
us! How delightful is it to truſt his promiſe, and 
| daily to find it made good. Ye are kept by the 
_ © power of God throu gh faith unto eternal ſal- 
vation.“ Here, O my ſoul, thou art to feet 
for ſtrong conſolation amidſt the trials and diffi- | 
_  culties of thy walk. Thou art afraid of falling 
God has engaged to hold thee up. Thou haſt 
been tempted to think thou ſhould fall quite | 
away, and come to nothing but God ſays, thou "Ip 


- 


LK OF FAITH, | 


Zo alias view; in Chriſt: Jeſus His covenant 
aud qcath are made to confirm, the faith of thy per- 
ſevering, Thou ſtandeſt by faith, and thy faith 
ſhould lead thee to reſt ſafely on what God ſays | 
aboutithy ſtanding; And for thy faith itſelf, its 
- continuing; its increafing, thou haſt his infalli- 
ble faithfulneſs to depend upon. Thou art weak 
mies are ſtrong--but none of them ſhall pluck thee 
aut of his hand. Thou art willing to join them, 


and to depart from the living God--but be has 


promiſed to put his fear into thy heart. and thou 
ſhalt not depart from him,. He meets with thy 
doubts, and anſwers all thine objections in a 

word. For he hath. ſaid, I WILL NEVER bank, 
Ink, NOR// FORSAKE| TEE. 

Be of good courage then, 01 . WY ſino 5 * 
forward, ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might, and he will bring thee ſafe to the 


end of thy journey. He has promiſed it. Put 


thyſelf into his hands, and give him the glory of 
keeping thee. He will hold up thy goingy ig 
his paths, that thy footſteps ſlip not. The Lord», 
ſhall preſerve thee from all evil. The Lord ſhal! 
preſerve thy going out, and thy coming in from 
this time forth, and eyen for evermore. Ho 
then canſt thou miſcarry, ſafe under his guidance 
and keeping? Commit thy ways unto the Lord. 
Do it imply. Look up by faith to his promiſe, 
ad then Jean on his arm. 'T * going on thou 
| a 
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p eyes rejoice at every ſep in the Lord thy. God. 


He has left thee'a ſweet hymn upon the ſubject; 


With which the weary travellers to Sion have 
_ bften' refreſhed their ſpirits, Take it up, and 
ling it after them. Study it. Mix faith with it: 
And with perfect reliance on what God, who 

cannot lie, has promiſed in it to do for thee, ſing 


And make * melody n it in r heart unto the . 


Den 
In that day ing ye unto her, A Ek of 


« red wine: T the Lord do keep it: I will water 
. it every moment: Leſt any hurt it, Iwill keep 
* it night and day: Fury is not in me: WhO 


r would fet the briers and thorns againſt me in 


1 hae u g0 through them, I would 


ce burn der kette Or will he take hold of 
my ſtrength, that he may make peace with 
me; then -h& ſhall make peace with me. He 


hall cauſe them that come of Jacob to take 


„ rot: Iſrael ſhalt Blôſſöm and bud, and ſhall 


fill the face bf the world with fruit?“ 


O my good God and faithful — 1 do be- 
Heve theſe precious promiſes; help mine unbe- 
lief. Forgive my diſtruſting thy faithfulneſs, and 
enable me ſtedfaſtiy to rely upon it for the fu- 
tüte. What return can I make unto thee for 
| grafting me into the true vine! O Lord this love 
ſurpaſſeth xnowledge. ] was fit for nothing but 
the fire; and thou haſt brought me into the vitie- 
: area tins and haſt * me to truſt in 
9 that” 


TT, 
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; 1 wax OF, FAITH, 


that blood of the Lamb, which e Gd 
and man. On this my foul lives, and is re- 


fteſhed. And being through. grace i him, and 
living «pon him, I bleſs thee, holy Father, for 


thy faithful promiſe to keep me unto the end. 1 
am ſtill an eaſy prey to all, thoſe who ſeek the 
| burt of my ſoul ; but thou haſt given me thy 
Word, that leſt any hurt me, thou wilt keep me 
night and day. Iconfeſs, gracious God, that I: have 
diſhonored thee. by doubting of thy love, and by 


Ez: queſtioning its unchangeableneſs, but now I be» 


lieve that fury 1 is not in thee to any. one branch in 
the true vine. There is love, and nothing but 
love in all thy dealings with Chriſt, and with his. 
Forgive my guilty. fears, and ſuſpicions. of thy 
forſaking me, ariſing from my weakneſs and from 
the ſtrength of mine enemies: I now ſee that 5 
thou canſt as eaſily conſume them, as fire can 
briers and thorns. Lord increaſe my faith in thy 
promiſed ſtrength, that I may lay hold of it for 


peace, and may keep faſt hold of it for main- | 
-_ taining peace with thee, always and by all 


means. 0 grant me this my god God, hat 
my faith may work more by love. Let me 
take deeper root in Jeſus, and grow up more 
into him, bloſſoming and budding and flouriſh- 


5 ä ing in his vineyard, I depend upon thee to 


keep me a branch in him, and to make me a 
fruitful brach. bringing) forth; plentifully the 


* 5 
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1 


to the glory and praiſe of God. 


wilt carry it on 


I believe the 
work is thine - -thou haſt begun it and thou A 
-unto the day of the Lord Jeſus. 4 
Thou art faithful to thy word and work. In de- * 
pendence upon thy faithfulneſs I hope to perſe- ia 
vere. Let it be done unto me according to thy 
E 9 wherein thou haſt gauſed me to pur . 
my truſt. Hear, Lord, and anſwer for thy mer- =. 5 


cCies ſake. j in Jeſus, to whom with thee and the 
eternal Spirit, three perſons in one God-head be 
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. glory and, praiſe for ever 7 and ever. Auen, | 
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Ag : Believer 1 is now | Happily arne ww hs 
verge of "Iife.. Goodneſs and mere have follow * 
<< him all his day: 18 and will Aren their glory 
EF forfaking h im at. the cloſe 'of hem | 16 i is ap - 
pointed unto all inen once to die, and Bis fixed 
time is at wand?” The body is returning to duſt, 
and the ſpirit muſt appear before the throne of 
God. In this trying hour he truſts to the prin- 
ciples, which had carried him through life, and 
he finds them a perfect preſervative from the fear 
and from the power of death. The ſame faith 
in a reconciled God and loving Father keeps 
peace in his conſcience, and love in his heart. 
' He depends upon the atonement of Immanuel, 
and is ſafe: he wraps himſelf up in the robe of 
Immanuel's righteouſneſs, and is happy. He 
knows he ſhall be found in Jeſus, when he ſtands 
before God; and therefore he looks upon death 
2 is. friend, and meets it with a __ full of 
glory. and immortality. . 8 ER . 
This is the ee of 1 in 3 
- They die in peace. Their principles are mighty 
thro God to 1 t and comfort them in the 
3% 
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thine ?//Examine carefully. Come to à point in 
this matter: for it is of infinite and eternal mo- 
ment. What is thy ſtate? Art thou prepared to 
die? Perhaps thou art openly profane. And 
what wilt thou do upon thy death-bed, when 
the divine law accuſes thee, juſtice coridemns 
thee, and the terrors of hell take hold: of these? 
The ſtings of guilt at ſuch à time will Be Wrſe 
in the conſcience, than all: the tortures that thy 
: ſick'body can poſfibly feel. But if thy conſciènce 
be aſleep -O what a dreadful death! if thau go 
out of the world with thine eyes ſhut, and open 
mne yob! till thou find the" flames BY hell about? 
% of bonggny af aptly bot 
Feng, thou art hot afraid, beetle thou haſt 
a decent outſide: O take care of truſting i in-thy=:; 
ſelf; leſt thou ſhouldſt have thy portion with the 
openly profane. If thou make what thob art, 
: or haſt, any ground of thy hope before G © (XP if 1 
thou depend on thy duties or righteouſneſs,' or 
join them with the work of Chriſt, and meet 
death in this confidence How dreadful: will be 
thy miſtake! How inevitable thy ruin! Such 
falſe hopes are thus deſeribed - Behold all ye 
< that kindle a fire and compaſs yourſelves about 
6 with ſparks, walk in the light of your fire, 
and in the ſparks that ye have kindled But 
FG th ms ng" faith-the- Lord#=<6 This ſhall» | 
er | LA. ene ye 


10% Wx or rA 


"4 
«ye of ne hand, ye ſhall ne down in 


. ſorrow.“ And together with them will the 
open enemy of God and his Chriſt lie down. A 
denier of revelation is brought to the bed of lan- 
guiſhing A flow lingering diſtemper is carrying 


him off. the phyſician has given him over--his 


_ " difeaſe is mortal, and he is convinced of it. But 


alas he has no preparation for death and judg- 


talk freely to him e 
will hear nothing of his guilt, or of his Want of 
a Saviour, They get a miniſter of Chriſt to viſit 

him, and he ſpeaks to him of ſin, which is the 


ment. He has ſome Chriſtian friends and they 
bout his eternal ſtate, bat he 


_  tranſyreſſion of the holy law, and-of the juſtice 


of God which is engaged to give tranſgreſſors 


their due, and of the impoſſibility of his finding 


mercy at the judgment ſeat, until every demand 


be ſatisfied, which Jaw and juſtice have upon 


him He tries to perſuade the dying man of the 


Godhead of Jeſus, and of the divine work of 


Jieſus, but in vain. Ile ſets at nought the mini- 


ſter's advice, and with a hardened and impeni- 


tent heart replies—Be it as it will with me in 


_ eternity; I have nothing to do with your Chriſt. 


So he died. We need not follow him to the 


1 8 judgment ſeat to know what became of his ſoul, 


The infallible record has declared what will be 


the portion of the unbelieving. Their miſery is 


das certain as the . of S 0 ecke exa- 


- 2 ＋ 1 x 2 * N — 28 mine 
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WALK OF FAITH- 


e eg for he that believeth not is con- 


demned already: becauſe he hath not believed 


in the Nam of, the only begotten. Son of God. 4. | 


Perhaps thou art in name à Chriſtian, but 
what thinkeſt thou of Chriſt? The grand hereſy. 
of this day is about his perſon, and if thou art 
fallen into it, there is no hope in thy death. Is 
he Jehovah? O leave not this matter undeter- 
ained. The truth of his word and the glory ef 


his work depend entirely upon this one point; 


ſo does thy peace and comfort: For if then 
believe him to be any thing but the ſelf-exiſtent- 
God, thou ſhalt die in thy ſins. His ſufferings 
annot avail for thy pardon, nor his obedience 
for th y. righteouſneſs, - unleſs he be Jehovah; 


Wirhout faith in him, as the ſelf-exiſtent Saviour; 
death will find thee under guilt, and judgment 


will leave n re 2 enemies Sink God and 
his Chriſt. 2 570. 544 R1eb4 194 1rfaG 
«4 Whatever) evil Nets: is in e terrify, 
whatever pain to hurt; the bleſſed Jeſus by the 
the Father gave him to be the. ſurety for his 


people unto death. He died for them, and as 


truly taſted death, as ever the niceſt palate taſted 


meat or drink. But it was like .a'taſte---of ſhort 
oſſible, that he ſnould be 


duration it Was not p 


holden long under the bands of death. He roſe 
again on the third day: And becauſe he lives, 
believers in him ſhall live alſo. They are par- 
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its becögs. A ſentence 6 
repealed." ohe do not die to bear the puniſh 


ment of fin. Ohrif ſuſtained that. The pains 


and agenies of death fell upon Wu The 
foros of death, ſays he, compaſſed me, and 


a juſt ma Who had no reaſon to fear death, 
but being Auk: in the place of his pebple' with 

weir ins upon him; be was to bear every thing 
that was drehdful im death. Hence his agonies at 
the approach of it My heart; ſays he, is fore 


e pained within me, and the terrors of 'death' 


< are fallen upon me Fearfulneſs and trembling 
late come upon me, and horror hath overs 
__<+4vhelmedime.”-| He endured thoſe inconceiv- 


© dfideatiihad been all their life tine ſubjekt to 
bondage. But the bondage is at an end, when 


PER believeim his ic heir fears are diſ- 
pelled, when they ſee the gl | 
which he fought and won How by dying the 
- toda aſinGoedatichied: juſtice; removed the 
conquered death, broke its ſceptre, took 

Gut its ſtirigs: and left nothing in it but what is 
friendly to them. In theſe believing views they 
can meet death. dich confidence: Fori they can- 
bat in death, which Chrift taſted. He 
felt it, «that! they might not feel it: He died in 
agonies that * might die ond SOS © O my 


A | 25 | moſt 


"ak 4 Mare inf at 
the broken law is 


> he ne 6f hell gat hold upon me” He was 


; 


WALK of r 411. - 18 


3 melt ion and precious Jeſus, 1 bare this; let 
not any unbelief in me diſhonour thy complete 


conqueſt over all that. is fearful cor painful in 
dying. My times are. in thy hand: When tlio 
art pleaſedita bring them to an lend, bene ind 
death fwallgwedſuprin victory O that I may 
then! triumph with thy redeemed What can 
ſepaxatge ue from the Joα of Chriſt—ſhall ce 


fang of} death, or;the. fear, of death, or 'of - ſatan, : x 
or, of, hell? \No-thapks) be 19, God-—theſe, were 


all conquered when. Jeſus died; fubdued for EVETÞ 
When he. roſe again, And, he has. left Qs, HARDY 
precions,; pzemiſes, thas,nwe truſting in him ſhall 
Mare in hie go xy, and find the ene It in 


the, hour ok dd. i. Pier „ 


HAttendi then, O my foul 8 he das enz 
gaged to beſſow upon his dying diſeiples, as the 


fotiftofrhis;death:jand- give him credit, not donbti 


ingibut he will make it goad. Live now in the 
culnfort gof lis promiſes, untl fear not. Tuc al 


miglitygleſus will be! with«thee; and thou ſlralt | 


conquer with him in ther hour of deaths: Obſerve 


his word, whjchicannot'bebrokeh- I will iran: 5 


' & ſom them from v the power ok; the; grave, Iwill, 


An redeem them from! death: O death, L will he 


thy plague, O grave, J will be thy deſtruction; 


*, xepentanee/ſhall hel hid from mine eyes. Ihe 
ranſpm ich he here engages te pa for his, he 


paid, as their ſurety, and. be, daily applies it to 


them, as their Saviour __ quoting, LA . 


Aer miſe, 


* * 4 . 
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mie, and Sidibg, by faith the happy fulßlinſent ed 
of it, mark how the apoſt] f 
Corinthians in the near view of death O 
e death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is 
: thy Fo) 

ſteength of fin is the law): but thinks be to 
E. God, Who giveth us the victory through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord.” O thou moſt glorious en- 
_quetor, almigbty Jeſus, eternal thanks be to thee, 

chat che law cannot accuſe, fin cannot condemn, 


yh 1 - WALK or FAITH, 


2 rejoices with the 


y? The fting of death is fin, and the 


death cannot ſting thy redeemed. Thou haſt 


pPromiſed to make them happy in death, and 


faithful/is thy werd. The beloved John is one 
of thy witneſſes— I heard a voice from heaven 
'« ſaying unto me, Write, bleſſed are the dead 
„ lich die in the Lord: Write it for the 
uſe of my diſciples, that ĩt may be the ground of 


their faith when they come to die: 1 promiſe to 
make them bleſſed in their 3 : being i me, 
8 Lord, they ſhall die 1 the Lord theyitall have 


union with me, and comm 


dare dying the een hes of their 


ditolütien ſhall'be a ſeaſon of great bleſſedneſs: 
they ſhall have ty preſence in their laſt moments: 
Iwill walk with them through the valley of the ſha- 


dor of death, and mens? ee be | 


aud a ſtaff fall then comfort them Om 
make thy word obe Sweer Jeſus, werte dil 


N 17 vn” O he Ns to i 
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faith with it, chat when eee time is 


| come, Lmay experience the blefledneſs, of dying 


 Mendeſus;tia-that; hour. Save me through life 


and death, and bleſs me with thine eternal Talva- 


tion Hear, andanſwer for thymercies ſake. Amen. 


Menitate, Omy ſoul, upon theſe, bleſings. 
1 Sonſidęr, how. great, how: many they are. Con- 1 


fider, alſa;thine unworthineſs: Thou art leſs than 
the leaſt of them. And yet God has ſet his love 


upon thee, and has given thee the greateſtof them. 


He has, called thee to the knowledge of his love 
in Jeſus; and has ſhed it abroad in thy heart. He 
| vp bee in the way that leads to the eternal 


| enjoyment o f his love, has promiſed. to keep thee 


all the. w War... and. to bleſs thee, at. the end of it. 


He will — 5 thee, bleff d i in death, and bleſſed. 
i gt E 1 thou 15 1 him 


AT 3£4% 174 


Review 15 is 0 with 85 now fee what 


1 2. 


infinite, me cy, there was in them. He made thy 


Wit pre ſperdus, thy. Warfate fucceſsful, tby f 


775 8 


hed. Thou haſt not taken A falſe 


0 put w en thou Walt not living by, the faith 
the 


> Son 7 10 Go d. 0 truſt him then and b. not 
Falch en oy brou ight. thee fuser: : He has 
| led che n iy 8 ht CE the verge oflife,a and be 
5 550 10 5 wil 155 leave thee r RI ee in 


2 61 2 L V2 10411. Se DSU . LEIGH E 
| N + ++ Ie 
hays | I. . n 
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inn the Lord. I wait for the time, it is not far 5 
offi, O-ktep,,me,-Jeſus, till that hour. Keep 
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the hour of d ath; Fear not 4 Wel 


| He bas promiſed Þ will be with thee?” and 
| tihere- ever he is there is Heaven. He id witly 


4 joy like 1 


feel in this bleflednefs! What ackfiowkdgtients 
Will it make to God and the Lamb. Op ne! 
Him for the wotiders of his gtace in bringing to 


; the. beidg ever with him, and ever like. bit wil 


1 when 2 8 are Eg rmitted to behold the 


— 


2 


* 


Fear not to go down wich Jeſus into me graves 


N 


his dying friends, and they! are bleſſed Inke. 
They die in faith they hee By faith in deaths 


and as ſoon a5 faith ceaſes, they live with their 


God fot ever. The body fally-afſep;/ and reſte 
ſafely till the. morning of the reſurreckion, The 
foul in 4 moment enters into the joy of its Lord 

18 pure and holy--a fulneſs of jþ d | 
every ſenſe ls its proper object ene . 
aud is fatisfied for ever. O what will the Heart 


25 glory win be the happy employmentofetetni 
o ſee Him as he is in his divine majeſty is he 
ven... For how great communications'6f* tits! love 


make the ſoul capable of, we cannot [perfect 
conceive. Theſe things. ate at preſent 15 * 
high and heaven, e even for our thoughts. By. 
faith v we ſometimes have = littls Gee of! the 
glory t to be revealed, and it eclipſes all the e gran- ; 
deur of the World. There are happy n moments, 


17 4141 1 


beauty, ® 


diſcovers his | matchſel | love 1 
5 Za, gives: us a taſte of, the” 5 . oly e 
als th Fol 
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Fra bumbled to the duſt, adoring the infinſte 
metey and goodneſs of God. If there be ſo much 
of Heaven in theſe manifeſtations of divine love, 
what muſt te full enſoyment be? We may ſuppoſe 

4 happy ſoul, entered into reſt thus OPEN 

upon the grace, which brought it to that glory. 


lefg aud thasks without 'ceafing be wntd 


Father, Son, and Spirit, trough whoſe ſovereign 
grace I was choſen to this bleſſedneſs, and am 
10 brought to the perfect and everlaſting en- 
joyment of it. This communion with the Gods 
head through Jeſus is as far beyond my former 


thoughts of it, as the heaven is above the earth. 


How great is his goodneſs, and how great is his 
beauty, that the moſt high and holy one would 


thus communicate his love unto ſinful creatures. 


Glory be to thee, holy Father, for predeſtinating 
me to the adoption of children, and for the free 
gift of the heavenly inheritance. Glory be to 
thee incarnate Jehovah, for thy covenant-under- 
1 takings for me, for thy life, death, and complete 
ion. I worſhip thee, I glorify thee, O God 


the Holy Ghoſt, for quickening me, for teaching 


me and enabling me through believing in Jeſus 
to experience the love of the Father, and for 


bringing me to enjoy his endleſs bleſſings. Sure - 
ly the goodneſs and mercy of the holy Trinity 


with me when I walked thro' the valley of the 


1 ee death, and are now — bleſſed ; 


4 T4 2 : I 2 ak 2 perde 
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portion in the houſe of the Lord. 1 am 0 
Pillar in the temple of my God, and am to go 
no more out. O what exceeding riches of grace 


. 


are theſe! What has God done for me? Angels, 


and brethren, help me to praiſe, | My debt is 
immenſe. No ſaved ſinner can owe him more. 
It is growing every moment. My Praiſes! pay 
| none of it. With my thankful heart, ar 


it is all thankfulneſs, Jonly acknowledge his zu- 


whe, goodneſs, ' and own myſelf his eternal 
debtor. Blefſingand honor, and glory, and power 


be unto him that 1 5 75 the throne, a. to 
the Bamb for ever. ot 28. To ag voi 

Reader, art Wk 155 way: Which ad to 
this glory? If not, may the Lord be merciful 


unto thee, and bring thee unto it. "708 


Af thou art ſeeking to be ſet a in it; 2 Re. 
member Jeſus is TRE WAY. May Bis good 
Spirit enable thee to believe in his word and to 
Pu in it . 85 . to ihe mia of the 


at as; ie otic 


8. 


will the Father thro! faith im the atonement; and 
righteouſneſs of his Son, art thou maintaining it : 


in thy daily: walk, and improving it in every 


duty? And art thou going on thy way 


rejoieing in God? If thou art ſorrowing for 


_ "outward: oroſſes; or burdened with inward 


conflicts, canſt thou cen 8e find joy and 
e in gy Dat thou march on, 


* 


4 CF & 5 * p 22 
„„ i 8 „„ victorious 
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viorious in thy warfare, keeping up communiort 


with God againſt all oppoſition of 'thy ſpiritual ; 
enemies? And is thy faith eſtabliſhed upon the 
| faithfulneſs of God, that he will carry on his 


own work in thee” unto. the day of the Lord 
Jeſus? In this faith art thou now living? And 


im this faith doſt thou hope to die. Has God 


indeed done theſe wonders for thee? O bleſs him 
then with me, and let us magnify his name to- 


gether. Be thou exalted Lord, in us, and by us: 
Every” day we would grow up into nearer and 
Holier communion with thee. We deſire to be 


more like thee,” and to ſhew forth more of thy 
lovely image before men. 0 help us to praiſe 
thee better with our lips and lives.” By the 
communion of the holy Ghoſt we would com- 
municate more by faith with the Son in his fal- 
vation, and with the father in his love. 0 holy, 
bleſſed and glorious Trinity, i in this divine fellow- . 
ſhip we hope to find our heaven upon earth: 
Let it be growing and increaſing, helped forward 
by all means, .and if it pleaſe thee, by theſe 
volumes. Make them, Lord, the inſtrument 
under thee of leading thy people into the right 
way; and of eſtabliſhing them in it. Accom- 


pany the reading of them with the teaching of 
thy Spirit, and to the advancement of thy glory. 


b preſent the books unto thee, ever glorious 
Jeſus, and lay them at thy feet. Thou knoweſt 
3 heart: — them graciouſſy, as a public 

acknow- 
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SY Fa 


nnn es ineftimable mercies, In 


thy great compaſſion overlook. the faults in them: 
what. is agreeable to the ſcripture is thine own. 


5 Make uſe of it to thy praiſe, I devote myſelf, 


my body, and ſoul, my tongue and pen, all I have 
3 am to thy ſervice. I would not look upon 
myſelf, as any longer mine own, but being 
bought with a price, I would glorify thee in * 
ule -of all thy gifts and graces. With thee I 
deſire to walk through life. In thine arms I hope 


fett communion with the Father, and the Spirit : 


Therefore. into thy hands I commend myſelf. 
Keep me in the right way. Guide me to the end 
of it, that I may finiſh my courſe with joy, and 
Join thy redeemed in giving to thee with the 
Father and the Spirit, the three in one Jehovah, 
equal and nn praiſe. Hear, Lord, n 
* A 
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Fs ins Hatto vo Sed n 


wee: Phat Went ia" 
of ſome remarks formerly p ubliſhed con. 
cerning the experience of Fan Chriſtian, 
who, quickened: by the fp irit of” life in 
Chriſt Jeſus, lives by kack, and Who is 
enabled to go forward in his walk 'by the 
faith of the Son of God, | There was One 
| volume! upon this füpject, entitled, The 
Life of Faith, and Tome 'years aftbt, 
two” volumes on The Walk of Faith: 

In Which the Ae helps and ſupports 
were conſidered" reat and many, not 
only for the eſtab iſhment of believers in 
me. Way, but "alſo for their happineſs 
p of it, that they might rejoice 
ord: always, yea, "with ſuch a 
a fulneſ 


g 


PREFACE. 


in the God of thay Matton. 5 

This 1s. the grand goſpel rde. 
7 lich 18 granted to believers, as beliey- 
ers, and promiſed to them in the freeſt 
and fulleſif manner that any grant can be 
conveyed, ſpringing from ſovereign grace 
in the giver, and received not from any 


qualification in themſelves, but axiirety. - 
from his own "bounty, continued and 
1Nerea with. all the rich and ripe 1 
ee mai of the. glory of 
the;grace EEE + oboe ally Shines | 
It has been long obſerved, and d much 
Jamented, that there are very few of _ 
theſe ;bappy. believers, who. give fuch A 
the promiſes « of God; in 


| Ohr iſt, 48,29 reſt heir hearts upon his 
| Haitbfulneſs, without any doubt or . Wa- 


i = .vering *: They do not truſt ſo far as E 


5 Promiſes Warrant them, which ſtops the 
Fexerciſe of faith, and hinders the growth 
. * the 1 life. Weak faith 1 
5 Strong faith improves love to 
_ Gog, lavi | ohedience, patient ſuffering, | 
Fo, Pex rleyer; W far e Wo! 0g; . Fai * Ai 
. monlyt - ; 


LES LL EX 


3 


N ne! 


" hy Spirit; ala for this very pur - 
Poſe it is commanded, that; e. might 
truſt and nat be afraid: And thexep are 
| promiſes made to them who/ Obegachg 
command, and all things, prœmiſedi are 
poſſihle. totthem hof believe: For cher 3 
is ſtrength ſufficient in the promiſer tq 
Bake. faith grow yea, to make it grow 
exceedingly : „And he has done, it, gixing 
us a happy inſtance in the church of, the 
Theſſalonians, in chich perſecution, raged, 
but faith (was; Vigtgrious, and patience 
triumphant. It has, pleaſed, Gdito give = 
us in the ſcriptures many encourage: 
ments for the growth of faith, which are 
im the folloming treatiſe, ſet hefgre the 
reader; that We may honor his word; 
and, truſt in it at, all times; eſpecially 
| when Appearances, make againſt their he: 
ing fulfilled. Then it is; high, worlhip, . 
hope to believe in hope, as the : 
Ty 3 of, the faithful did: And they are 
his children, and follow, the ſteps of 
if his faith, who when; fin, is felt in its de- 
FSlement, im its guilt, age ſenſe of in- 
a. $OEHP YR uind Mo rang, ace 


3 Adbn&e in the pro 


_ than one 


ae f 2 e ere ; 
ef death, put their Whole truſt and con- 
Ries of God, Nothing 
ae ib apPeintes, HH 40 bring in the 
ace ef God te the Confeience,” er ts 
keep it in. Gd only' in fuch rials Lan 
be A lafe reftge, acid a ſure defence, and 
faith looking at What he has cer 
Se.  ſebtites the promiſeck help to the 
glory of God. Under theſe ſeveral heads 
FSobeching 18 here ered from the ſerip! 
files of truth to encourage a more ſted- 
Fat reliance. n "the divine faithfulneſs, I 
ommonly) meets with. And 
What is {aid pn each Bead ie here ſet 
before the reader, on the #uthority 'of 
Socks Word, and is alfo followed with 
fervent prayer, that the end of publiſh. = 
ing this treatiſe may de anſwered; even, 
that ere faith may be hereby 
 Ierdaſed;X ty abound” yet mere 
5 and tore, Ad 11 duch a great degree, 5 
as may bring the higheſt glory to God, 
the trueſt holineſs to the heart, and the 
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own people. 
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PREFACE. 
the warfare of the Chriſtian, 
gracious Lord, who is the author and 

. finiſher of the faith, accompany it with 
his Spirit to the advancement of his own 
. praiſe, and to 
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May the 


ation of his 
To. him Who keepeth 
promiſe, for ever, be glory in the church, 
chrough Chriſt Jeſus, world without end. 
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War 


3 HERE there has been y war, a a trium 
poſes a battle to haye been fought, a victory to 
have been obtained, and the great rejoicings of 
the conquerors upon this occaſion, The Chriſ- 
tian has his matter of triumph, but it is ſpiritual. 
. 11 k is always in Chriſt, the captain of his falya” 


tion. 80 it is written—* Thanks be to. God, 
« who always cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt.” 
: he apoſtle is ſpeaking « of his preaching the goſ- 
. He carried the ſweet. ſavor of Jefu's name 
1 from Place to place; but it was not always re- 
ceived, as a joyful ſound, nor welcomed, as it 
deſeryed. He met with great oppoſition. The 
Holy Ghoſt witneſſed that in every city, bonds 
and afflictions awaited him. As theſe a bounded, 
b 0,009, ene ee 
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_ ried on through perſecutions; impriſonment, ſton- 
them all. He not only enabled Paul to conquer, 

: but alſo. made him more than e- eonqueror—he was 
holds of fin and Satan, and of fetting up in the 


ing to this days and which will triumph to eter= . 
5 nity. A poor weak man had all the Roman em- 


eur WWation, Cane de 
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ing, whipping, perils of various kinds, ſuffered 
for Chriſt, and Chriſt made him victorious over 


the bleſſed inſtrument of pulling down the ſtrong 


world, that kingdom of Jeſus, which is flouriſh- 


Pire againſt him, but he did wonders. Through | 


Chriſt ſtrengthening him, he went on conquering 


and to conquer: And te Chfiſt he gives all the 
glory; acknowledging that the goſpel, his p * 
ing it, and the faces of t; was of God, the ex- 
Eelleticy” of the power was Gf God. Thanks 
de unte God, hb always Laufeth us to tri- 
Sütopn in Chrift:*” He, Tor us fen, and for 
vn From Helen, ant Was 
incarnate, that is our Curvy Re night Tie, and © 
— Conquer fof us. It Was to the everlaſtihg | 
ner of bis grace and mercy; that de Would 
age in this Wär, and ünidertake to deliver his 


rn fromthe tyraimy of theit enemies. They 
Were in bondage to fn Leid under fn Lenſaved 


Ho diwerſe TURF aud phebſutes living according 


b the chf of this World-Laccording te the 


Prince dF the power ef the Ar, the wiched ſpi- 
„ * in che Cbaldren 
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e Theſe tyrants were leading 

ttbem captive at their will, hoping ſoon; to have 

| them delivered over to death, and then to ever= 
ſting deſtrution from the preſence of the Lord, 


Ini 5 of his power. In this miſera- 


ble ſtate, under fin-—under condemnation, we all 
were ·guilty and helpleſs--not only without any 
means of deliverance in our own power, but 
without-any defire of it, being tempted to dream 
of liberty, while we were tied and bound with 
the chain of our ſins, and fancying that we 
were free, even while our enemies were waiting 
to exertiſe their utmoſt malice againſt us, by 
O what mercies what compaſſions are in out 
in out Jeſus | He remembered us in this 
our, low eſtate, and manifeſted, the exceeding 
riches of his grace, in coming from heaven 
to ſave his panne from: their da Ts this 
end, Jebovah was manifeſted in the fleſh, as it 
is written, Jer. I. 33, 34, The children of 
inn and the children of Judah were op 
« preſſed; together, and all that took them cap- 


tives held them faſt, and refuſed to let them 


go But their redeemer is ſtrong, the Lord of 
F, hoſts is his name, he ſhall thoroughly plead 
| «their cauſe”; He made all our enemies his 
oyen, and fought our battles againſt them. He 
obeyed, that the broken law which ſtood againſt 
e be magnified by bis pbedience : The 
alties of it he "endured, when the ay laid 
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© 


_ witneſſes to it, that it is the truth of God, and 


%% rurburn er irn. 


| upon him the iniquities of us all. LIis en ens ; 
nis triumphal chariot, on » 4 
all our foes, Col. ii. 14, 15. He blotted out the 
; hand writing of ordinances, that was againſt us, 


h he vanqui hed 


which was contrary to us, and he took it out of 
| the way, nailing it to his croſs: And having 
ſpoiled principalities and powers, he made a ſhew 
of them openly, triumphing over them in that 

e By dying on it he put away ſin by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf, and by his rifing from the 
dead on the third day, according to the ſcrip- 
tures, he overcame death, and him that had the 
power of death, that is the devil. And now as 
_ God-man in one Chriſt, the almighty Saviour of 


Bis redeemed, he is ſeated upon his throne f 


Sröce, all his enemies being made his foot-ſtool, | 
he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
unto God by him. Such was the battle which 
the Redeemer fought. Suck was the victory 


: which he obtained. The important news of it 


is the ſabſtance of that bleſſed goſpel, which he 
ondered his apoſtles to preach to every creature, 
and which he promiſed to aſſiſt them in, and to 
be with them for that purpoſe to the end of the 
_ world. He is as good as his werd to chis day. 
Den faith cometh by hearing it. The holy Spirit 


| te appites it; and makes it the power of God 


_ wito ſalvation. He enables the hearers to mix 
ſuch faich with it that they ee ee, 4 
we bappy Sies of brit Or 
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dead in ti and fins, but now Chriſt 
quickened 72 They were guilty, and 
bound ove r to condemnation, but the law of the 
Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus hath freed them from 
e ſin and of death. Once they walked 


3 God. Their old enemies are till fighting 
againſt them, and watching for their deſtruction, 


but they are enabled to gain daily victory over 
them, over the world, the fleſh, and the devil, 
A through the ſtrength of Jeſus, and through the 
power of his might. Their wants are many, and 


they are daily made more ſenſible of them, but 


ave an abundant ſupply of every thing that 


pertains to life and godlineſs, out of che infinite | 


fulneſs of God, their Saviour. 
Thus far the three volumes went, which: ke 
jay wad wk publiſhed upon this ſuhject, entitled, 
De Liſe of Faith; and the Mall of Faub. The 
| preſent-treatle relates to the improvement of 
former doctrines, conſidering the ſcripture 
| motives and e e for the believer 8 
| always in the Lord; and triumphing in 
at Gabon his- ſalvation. The ground of his 
wiumph is the work of Chriſt: His warrant to 


| depend upon it, is the word of Chriſt: and his 


endence is the work of the Spirit of 


en. «Building. upon theſe principles, he is 


anded to ga on from faith to faith, till 
forward. that he may ſee more clearly 


= glory of the perſon, and the glory of the 
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ſe of this warkd, but now they walk 
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* of Chriſt, "IT he is to truſt n title 
to ſalvation, and for the things which accompany 
falvation, and may by every day's experience be 
growing into a more ſettled dependence upon 
the word of Chriſt, and upon his — to 
fulfil it: And thereby may be learning to expect 


* conſtant ſupplies, and according as his faith in- 
creaſes receiving greater ſupplies of — 


the Spirit of Chriſt ; That the God of nn. 
£1 him with all joy and peace in believing, that 
de may abound in hope by the power e 
© Holy Ghoſt; And we have an encouraging ex- 
ample in the Theſſalonians, who had great trials, 


and met them with great faith. The apoſtle com- 


mended it highly, but by practice it had ſo im- 
proved, that having occafion/ to mention it ſome 
time afterwards; he ſays, “ We are bound to 
cc thank God always for you, brethren, as it is 

© meet, becauſe that your faith groweth exceed. 


| fame helps, as they had promiſes exceeding. 
great, and encseding precious, containing a free 
_ grant in; Ohriſt of all ſpiritual: Waben 


warrant to make uſe of chem for life and godli- 


3 and encourage 


aud not be afraid of any endmies, or of d- 
gers; Becauſe he is faithful who has ppomifedt. 


to be with them to neee wow "= 


ſel=to r; them ſafe by his power. -o 
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| forſake them: 80 that in all, difficulties; and | 
_ troubles, they may go on their: way rejoicing, 
until faith and patience have done their perfect 
work: To this purpoſe, a Divine, whoſe praiſe) - 
is in all the churches, has given his teſtimony; 
< It is an everlaſting ſpring of comfort, and en- 
couragement” unto the people of God; both in 
prayer, and unto prayer; they pray to him, who 
is mighty, mighty to do what they pray for. 
The Lord's promiſes are our richeſt inheritanges, 
and that not - only: becauſe he hath promiſed 
greater and better things, than are in the com- 
paſs of any man's pawer to make good, or in 
the compaſs of any man's underſtanding to com 
prehend ; but becauſe he will certainly be as 
good in performance, as he hath been in pro- 
miſe : For he is in one mind concerning all that 
he hath promiſed : He will be merciful as he | 
hath” promiſed, and pardon fin, as he bath pro- 
miſed, and ſanQify all our troubles, as he hath - 
_ promiſed; he will give us his Spirit, as he hath ' 
promiſed, and fave us eternally as he hath pro- | 
miſed,” A great Layman thus confirms the ſame 
truth Were God but believed in what be ſays, 
all the temptations of Satan, and the doubtings 
of our unbelieving hearts, would be filenced and 
brought to nothing. What exceeding folly is it 
in dur hearts, that God, who never deceived any 
that truſted in him, ſhould be diſtruſted by any, 
and not believed by all. He is the God of truth: : 
— One EE. 


ſo is his word wt | 
ſoul; that ever tried God by truſting him upon 
nis word, but found him ſo. Oh, then take 
God's word; and our Hearts will be quiet. 
Though the heathen do rage, yet they imagine 
but a vain thing.” In this glorious doctrine, free 
grace in God is the fountain, full ſatisfaction 
1  divifie-fuſtice the way, but perfect ſalvation and 
redemption to all his elect body in Chriſt the end. 
nd mal ben u foul can ſay; iy Beloved is 
mine; and I am his, he hath ſpoken all at once. 
* Fknowno other light nor rule, but the word and 
Spire to make out any thing of God to any foul A 
_ The glory of the great day will'be- God * 
5 and 1 am mr WI B17 5 FFP 
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A LI that ant wbens which wetranſ- 
late triumph, ſignify great joy, felt in the heart, 
and expreſſed outwardiy in word or deed; a qu- 
bilee of joy, even joy in the higheſt, as near as it 
can be to the joy of heaven. In the new teſta- 
ment the word is uſed but twice: Firſt, for whar 
Chriſt engaged to do for us, and ſecondly, for 
what Chriſt engaged to do in us. For as he un- 
dertook to fight our battles againſt all our ene: 
. mies-—fin, the world; Satan, death and hell: And 
the Captain of our ſalvation has gained a com- 
plete victory, and had a moſt glorious triumph 


3 over' them in his own perſon--when he blotted 


out the hand writing of ordinanees that was 
againſt” us, Which was contrary to us, and he 
took it out of the way; nailing” it to his croſs: 
And having ſpoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a ſhew of them openly, triumphirig over 
them in that fame crofs. And he ſtill goes on 
conquering and to gar ner Buy the preaching of 

His crofs and paſſi ion,” his reſurrection' and aſcen- 
: Ron, he is to this very day exalting the honours 
of ! 18 victory an — "the" hearts” and | 


Pnqueſts, / that they ought to be ever 


5 ae him with joyful lips Now thanks be 
unto God, who — 5 Caufeth us to triumph in 


* 


] Chriſt, This was the apoſtle's 8 happy exp. ce. | 
le found that the goſpel, and his preaching 6 
| oy and N ons: hp which greg it, were 
: 1 Nine T derer to + wo he gave all tie 
glory. 80 do we ſtill. We ſee the triumphs of 
de croſs —— and we praiſe him 
6 ace. The anugyng Sa- | 


ee eee e eee 
bim, In the day of his power he makes them a 
willing people. They ſubmit to his ſceptre, and 


1 acknowledge: bim to be their Lord, and their 


. bis banner they fight the good fight 
ef faith; and they daily conquer, hes, they are 
e —— um fun, N 
| Thus 4s appears: that the ir , the Head 
5 inden the triumph of his members. The fun 
ace ſprings their. preſent, and their 
eternal Joy: is G0 0d--God in Chriſt. They glory 
in the victories of the God - man; Becauſe 1 
zommandment!z becauſe of his free promiſe, 
| is a perfect warrant for the fulleſt confi- 
dence; And becauſe of his goodneſs, truth and 
power, enen. to f alfi all his enen, 
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ments. Looking to theſe infallible ſecurities, the 
— 3s eſtablithed, truſting in the 
Lord. Being of the ru circumgiſion, he wonld 
put no confidence in the fleſh, hut would be 
daily crucifying it with its affections and luſts, 
and bringing all high thoughts of ſelf to the 
obedience of Ohriſt. If he has been long ſtands; 
ing in the falt. an old chriſſĩian—if he bas res 
ceived-much{confalation from his Lord. or has 
been very acti ve and ſucceſsful in his ſervice; . 
truſt is never in himſelf. The ground of his be- 
lieving is always one and the ſame. He N 
new doctrine to learn. No new warrant to en- 
courage him to believe. The word of G. 
Thus faith: the Lord, iu always: ſufficient: And 
. to draw! forth the fulleſt credit, that can 
_ polſibly he given to the teſtimony of the God of. 
W What was advanced before in The Li: 
of Faith, and in the alk of Faith, is taken far 


granted in the preſent treatiſe. Here is mo nem 
doctrine. Salvation is in Chriſt Jeſus, and in nd 
other: Pam, fays he, rhe rulh, the one ſaying 


truth, Rke himfelf, the fame yeſterday, to day, 
and for eber. One Lord, one faith, one falva- 


tion; Andiwhoever believes this ariglit is in a 
ſale ſtate, in vhiek tliere is no change with re- 
peat” ts Gd; no veriableneſs, or ſhadowi ef 
turning! Whatever his dn apprehenſions max 
— a wm An W ee 8 He : 


þ- "a 5 . 45 confidence, 
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8 


= He'may 8 —— 
not. Fer the gracious gifts and calling of God 
e T eee that it 
cannot 2 him of beſtd wing them, or of con- 
tinuing them, wen once heſtowed. As the be- 
lever has n new truth to learn; only to improve 
ie principles of i the/doArine-of 'Chri#: 80 he 
4 ears title to expect. Under the free grant 
9 . gift of God, ſalvation comes to him of grace, 
in themoſt ſovereign way that can tbe nc. 
Ade warrant to receive it is the divine com- 
mand and when he bas bee 


enz bled to receive 
L eee 'of faith, the divine promiſe 
aſſures him, that he ſhall not periſh! for his ſins, 
but chat he l Hat en rue n hos 
8 een Ares are ſaved freely by grace, 
| tnpugtladaith, and that not\of:iourſelves, neither 
ſualvatien non faith; both are the gifts of God. 
And under the title all the bleſſings which ac- 
company ſalvation are ere N baba things 
Which are freely given to us of ſuffic 


| 7 Which en ren ae eee 7 pa 
cher faith and hope. They knew, that all ful-; 
neſs was in Chriſt for their uſe and enjoyment: 
nt they-wete-perſgaded, that they ſhould honor | 
nnn ah, ay Is with che rug 
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** They could nat truſt too ſoon, nor 
too much, to his faithfulneſs. And therefore 
they come 'boldly/ to thefthrone of grave; that 

they may receive out of his fulneſs at all times, 
for all things, for body and ſoul, for earth and 
heaven, hat they wanted, and What he had 
promiſed. The more they live chus by faith; they 
Will experience/ more coceation- to» rejoice in the 

Lord And to find that his arm to fulfil will al. 
ways go a8 far as his promiſe, even to bleſs the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who 
hath blefſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
heavenhy things in Chriſt. This indeed is ſtrong 
faith, but it is the gift of a ſtrong God: it does 
not depend, in che leaſt,- on what the believer 
can do for himſelf, but on What the Almighty 
has engaged to do for him, and in him; and by 
him For he requires and commands it in this 
high degree: There is grace ſufficient to bring 
it into uſe and practice, as far as the commands 

go, all things promiſed being poſſible to him that 

belie eth: And they wN have truſted moſt to 
the faithfulneſs of God; who againſt hope be- 
ievedl in hope, have experienced that God did 
never lente them nor forfake them. He magni- 

med his Word above all his name. There he bas 
made his name to ſhine forthn and tall: his attri- 
Dutes are magnified in btheir greateſt perfection. 

The hg earthy and the ſaints in heayen, 
n o his: wore . ialttu- 


-—— TRIUMPH: or FatrY. - 
ment of his Spirit, by which he beſtows grace, 
and acborfling to which, he gives glory. The 
fulßlling of bis wond' uns through time, and 
Will run through. etemity. Bleſſed be God for 
his: word of promiſe: Bleſſed be the Lord, that 
it will be folflling for ever and ever. This being 
the caſe; it bechmes neceſſary to enquire into 
the divine records, and to ſee what a full war- 
rant Gd has given us to truſt and not be afraid: 
And this to every believer, there being the ſame 
ground to * W_ oo ones Bhs as tb 
__ believe at all! nit mis {2x bald. died 
_ Hee: & the * neceffary, becauſe of | 
me place which faith holds in our religion: 1 
reaches 46' the whole of it: So that nothing is 
god Before God, however fair and ſpecious it 
may appear to inen, without it. The conſcience, 
_ the heart, and its affebtiors, are purified only by 
faith. © All duties, for their right motive, and for 
cheir acceptance, depend upon it. Without 
falth it is impoffible 10 pleaſe God. No trials 
and afffictions dan be patiently and profitably en- 


; | dured, unleſs: faith; be in-exerciſe. Our whole 


warfare is carried on, and can be, by our being 
Kong in the Lord, and fighting idem n 
His might, finiſhed icto outly only by faith. IA 


ddd it enters fo much into every thing Wherein 


we have todo with God; that the-Qrengthening | 
N s the 2 ee 
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e deen Ando mem d n 


ſeripture encburagements for our growth in falt! 
thould be well weighed with much Prayet, fre. 
quent meditation, and thankfgiving, that they 
may have'their proper effect upon khe believers 
heart and life. And as this can bedone onlyby 
power from on High Aſſiſtance muſt ever Be 
fought from hence, and depended upon. The 
Holy Spirit is the very breath of ſpiritual life, and 
of all ſpiritual activity. Every godly motion of 
the heart is from his holy infpiration;” 80 the 
ſcripture teaches 202 Cor. In. | 25. Not that we 
(even apoſtles) are ſufficient of ourſelves to think 


God.“ So we are taught to pray: O Lord, from 


whom all good things do come, grant ta ud thy 


hmurhble ſervants; that by thy holy inſpiratiun ue 
may think thoſe things that be good, and by thy 
rEOTn the fame, through | 


| Were guiding may, 

out Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | Amen. Fifth Sunday 
after Eaſter; and i. the Nineteenth Sunday 
after Trinity. O God, foraſmuch as Without 
thee we are not able to pleaſe thee ;-mercifully 
grant that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct 
and rule our hearts, — Jeſus Ohriſt our 
Dank Amen. This ins 5 313 100 591885 0 24 

A great Dips has, thus expreſſed. the am 
na” 24}. DAB. 4 arid) 10 Z»as--a0t- 
een thols Wa are truly converted all Caving 


Truths are tranſcribed-out of the fcripture m9 
R | Oe their 
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5 1 They are taught of God zh as 
den bad, all tratbs, both. concerning.the eſtate, 
is and the: gracious and. happy eſtate, of. man, in 
themſelves....T 1 | 
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rain rA or FAITH: 


* 1 a body of divinity. in 

themi and about them 3; ſo as from ſaying feel- 

ing they can ſpeak of ;converfion,. of grace, of 

ther- Spirit, &c. and. from this acquaintance wel 
u 


-. 2 ready to; yield and give up, themſelves to tr 
ee e God ſpeaking by it. And thus 


day know! his! eſtate before God by his 


F reliſh” forrithe: Word. There is a heayenly and 


divine'teliſhit the word of God, as for inſtance 


Take the doctrine of his providence, that all 


ings fhiall work together for the beſt to them 


rr Gd. What a ſweet word is this! 94 


Whole kingdom is not worth this promiſe.— That 


Whatever Befals à Chriftian in this world, there 


is an ober- ruling Providence to ſway all to good, 
19 help forward his eternal good That Chriſt will 
? be preſent with us in all Conditions That he will 


'L we us His Holy Spirit That when we confeſs 


bur ſins, and lay them open, he is mercitul to 
irene. Thas if our ſins were red as ſcar- 
_ they Thall be as white as woot. What kind 
of inbredlible Iuteetneſs is in theſt to 2 heart that 
ts prepared for theſe comforts? The doctrines of 
- reconciliation: of adoption, of glory to come, of 
id offices of Chriſt, and ſuch like,, how ſweet 


. are-they? They reliſh wonderfully tea ſanftified 


u * e the 0 | 


aw 
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"TRIUMPH or FAITH; 
of Chriſt; | and out of the miniſtry concerning 
_ Chriſt, they are moſt ſweet of all. Oh how | 
ſweet were theſe words to the poor man Thy 
us art forgiuen theb.- Do you thinł they went not 
to his heart? The beſt diſcovery of a true affec- 
tion tꝭ Chriſt, and of a true ſtate in grace, is form 
our affection to the word of Chriſt. Wherever | 
there i is an intereſt in Ohriſt, _—_ is e xa 4 
Peck t the word · 49 
A believer truſting to theſe Es £2764 a 
diligent aſe of theſe means, in reading the charter 
of grace, will find ſuch a faith frequently. de- 
ſcrĩibed and required, ; as relies on the truth of God 
witlbut doubt or wavering, as depends on his 
. faithfulneſs to his promiſes, with the fulleſt con- 
fidence of the heart, and waits on his fulfilling 
them, ſtedfaſtly perſuaded, that he has ſpoken 
nothing with his mouth but ASL he will A 9 
eee eee eee U 
All the gifts and graces of ee come eto us in 
his promiſes, and cannot be received or enjoyed. 
but in the way of belieying. What then can be 
a greater encouragement not to ſtagger at any 
promiſe through unbelief, than that God has de- 
clared it is a ſervice well, pleaſing and accepta- 
ble t him. It is high worſhip, to be ſtrong in 
faith, giving glory to God + For it is a gift of 
his leve, and a grace of his Sp1 it, and his own 
ſpecial work in the hearts of his people. In the 
day of his power he makes them willing, and he 
e they them | to ſet, to their ſeal, that God i is 


as ren or PAITE: 


8 
- 


true. So we — : By faith i in Chriſt, Bapch 


8 walltel with Boch he had this teſtimony, 


{ but en this faitk it 


; impoſſible to pleaſe him: I erefore 


' Enoch'sftate, And his walk, and his * 
| were all by faith. Now: we know, that the 

| judgment/ of God is according to truth, and he 

has declared in the 


10 word of truth, that whatſo- 
ever is not of faith is fin. So that it is impoſſible 


2 hos ſee his banlaida the "27g 1 
ing it, by by giving it the fulleſt credit of their 
Hearts) and the ee eee ee of their 
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"It 


Le Wear ned this by his 1 com- 
nard's This is his commandment, that we 


mould believe on the name of his Son Jeſus | 
Chriſt, who has ſaid, e Ve believe in God, believe 
alſo in meg with the ſame faith, and with the 
ame worſhip: And when the jailor enqu 
Paul and-Silas, Sirs, what muſt I do to be id 
They anfw 
_ - Grit) and thou ſhalt be ſaved. And this be- 
Hef is commanded in very trying cireumſtances, 
when the outward ſupports of faith ſeem to fail, 
and the in ward comforts are at a very lowebb: 
Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his ſervant; that 


2 2 
"Cl C1 


ed-—Believe on the Lord ſus - 


. walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light : Let 


* him truſt in the ! name of the Lord, and ftay _ 


SIE 4 
= n 


4 155 47 upon 
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* upon bis God, his God ſtill. That relation 
is abways the ſame: And ſo Y Ih the _— 
which are included in it, and which: he e 
aib t mme 
uch trials of their faith, that againſt hope they 
WS} n . n who put 
their truſt ĩn him. iert ned 
For the farther eee, ae Faith he 
has firengthened his commands, with the moſt en- 
ouraging promiſes of grace to help in every time 
a Aſk, and ye ſhall have: For he giveth 
to all aſkers liberally, and upbraideth not, come 
| ever ſo often, or 'afk ever ſo much: yea, 
heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to 
tem that aſk him: And his iufluence goes as far 
as any promiſe, for he is the mighty power of 
God unto falvation to every one that believeth; 
nen is promiſed, he is almighty to fulfil: 
So we'read when our Lord curſed the barren fig 
'ipoſtles marvelled, that it preſently 


o be 1 


0 withered"away. Jeſus anfwered and {aid unto 


them; Verily J ſay unto you, if ye have faith and 
doubt not, ye ſhalt not only de this Which is 
done to the fig tree, but alſo if ye ſhall ſay unto 
cis mountain; Be thou removed, and be thou 

eaſt into the ſea; it ſhall be done: And all 


rings whatſoever. ye ſhall aſk in prayer believ - 


ing, ye ſhall receive: For believing honors the 
truth of the promiſer, and aſking in prayer for 
the fulfilling of it, engages and ſecures the pro- 
. np on "ob Þ aw * 


Draw faith has op heaven. Wok 
e in removing mountains of dif- 
ficulties, and conquering hoſts of foes, which 

tendered it ſeemingly impoſſible that the word of 

* : Gol l be eſtabliſhed. But faith _ 

| 8 undtey h d gloriouſſy. l : 
EE; be pleaſe God alſo to confirm all theſe | 
arguments, by revealing the motive, on which he 5 

the promiſes. It v as love. Theꝝ are all free 

ace promiſes. In his councils, in the revealing 
he! 3 6 love directs the whole. 

5 They are diſceyeries of what is in the Eather's . 

bean to his children, and are the means of con- 
hn _— _—_— en J — duale 32 


Kaul — bit Joved, us: I heretore 
e in the tendereſ compaſion and calling " 
and: 4 a his chi m- -his friends — 
beirs, heirs of God joint heirs, with Chris, who 5 
is Bord of all—his. peculiar treaſure- his portion . 
- tatheſe;. and many other endearin names, ae 
intended to convince them of his love, and to 
Ain, and engage their hearts in Jae 40 hinz : 
3 at is giyen them to believe the truth 
of his s promiſes, they might be certain of, their 
bs um VVV : Lalfilment, , by” 


raren 0 r FAITH; 5 22 


* 


—— God is love le delighteth in vis 
people. His heart is ſo ſet upon them, that in 
his dealings with them, love has the appointing, 
the directing, and the bleſſing of all. His love 
to them had no beginning, and it will have no 
end. It beſtows on the happy objects of it, 
grace, and it ſecures to them glory. ne 'has 
crowned- their Head. And love will c crown all 
his members. For out of his fulneſs hh are 
moſt freely invited to come, and take all ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings, as the earneſt of eternal. Behold, 
what manner. of love the Father hath beſtowed 
upon them! who can believe Ho and not- you 
him again! 15 
die has pleaſed God 5 — to pive. us aa exam- 
ples of his ſingular favor, to them who acted 
ſtrong faith, and to whom he therefore admi- 
niſtered | ſtrong conſolation. . The apoſtle ſays, 

That whatſoever things were written afore- 
| « time were written for Our learning, that we 
« through patience, and comfort of the ſcriptures : 
. might have hope.” And then he prays, 
No the God of bope fill you with all joy and 
« peace in believing, that ye e in hope, 

<< by the power of the Holy Gh And when 8 
h the Holy. Ghoſt gives it this bleſſed: effect, he 
always fills the heart with gratitude and thank- 
fulneſs. Thus it operated in the day when the 
| iD was: enabled to, ay, bis O Lord, I will 
8 e eee . 


„ 


A rbk n r- e 5 


«praiſe hee: Though thou wat ankty Wien 
eme, thine anger is turned away, and thou 
S hat comforted mne. Behold,” God is my fal“ 
, vation, I. Wil truſt and not be afraid: For the 
ee Tehovah is my ſtrength" and my ſong,” he 
«off 18 BUCS my ſalvation. »T 181 J c 
mne Wer cit er 
e falvation.“ O What revivitig doris and e | 
; fither'6f the faithful draw out of it" Who agatiiſt 
Hope believed in hope, that he ſhbuld become 
the father of thany GGtts? "according to that 
- Which was poken: 80 ſhall thy feed be: And 
en beit not weak in faith,” he confidered not His 
ee own body now dead, neither yet the deadneſs ; 
. f Sarah's Womb: ” He Raggered not at the 
ptome of God through undelief, bit was 
vel ſtrong in faith, "giving glory to God:“ And 
being fally perſuaded, that "what he had pro- 
miſed, he was able alſo to Perform. Fo This | 
heroſe Faith, he 1 is celebrated in 1cripture, and 
propoſed to us for an example.” One of his"chil- 
bi Aten was enabled to follow clofe the ſteps of bis 
"=... through” 4 Hfe of eontinual and great ſuf- | 
| fern 88. and t trzumpn in the profpett of a vio- 
ent death. am now ready to be offered up. 
Wo and the time of my departure 1s at hand: 1 
| * have” fought a good fight, T have finiſhed my 
J hare, 1 bee kept ine fait: Heneeforth 
5 1 18 leid 8 for me a erowh of righteouf- 


— 435 N * + o | | ; 
2 | we neſs, : 
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oeh. which the Lord; the rightequs judge, will 
give me in that Gay, eee 
* unto all them that love his appearing.” . 
We have another example given us wh the 
ahn Pſalm. On Whatever occaſion the 
prophet indited it, the Spirit of prophecy teaches 
us to apply it to the Son of David; Who is Chriſt | 
the Lord. It deſeribes his great trials, and con- 
tinual perſecutions,” and his invincible faith, by 
which he was carried through them, when all 
the world was againſt him. The whole Pſalm is 
a prayer made up of the moſt perfect truſt, and 
confidence in the faithfulneſs of God to his word, 
and he aſſures himſelf that heaven and earth ſhall 
paſs away, before one jot or tittle of it could 
fail. He had enemies, many, mighty, cunning, 
eruel, united together to deſtroy him, Acts iv. 
229, but his heart was eſtabliſhed, truſting in the | 
Lord. He read, he knew, he believed the pro- 
miſes made to him, and, without doubt or 
wavering, he waited for the fulfilling of them. 
Thus he viewed the Father's covenant engage- 
ments, who had declared; Thus faith God the 
„ Lord, he that created the heavens, and ſtretch- 
« ed them out, he that ſpread forth the earth, 
e and that which cometh out of it: He that 
_— giveth breath unto the people upon it, and 
_ « ſpirit to them that walk therein: I the Lord 
2s have called thee in righteouſneſs, and 1 will 
Fo 1 1 thy hand, and I keep thee, and'T will 


/ : „ "—_—_— 
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give . the people, 80. 
On this rock he built his faith, and could not be 
moved. << The Lord Go 
ed mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither 
7 turned away back: I gave my back to the 
t ſmiters, and my cheeks to 1 nem that plucked 
2 . off the hair; I hid not my face from ſhame and 
5M Nos APV She cord! God will help me, 


16 « hayel fot my 3 — ar. Fi Hts that | 
I ſhall not be aſhamed: He is near that juſti- 
« me, Who will contend: with me? Let us 
1 c ſtand together. W ho i is mine adverſary? Let 
ae come near to me. Bebold the Lord God 
ee will help me, who is he that ſhall condemn 
= me? Lo, they all ſhall wax Wd: as a garment, 
* the moth ſhall eat them up.“ What an un- 
daunted courage is here manifeſted In ths: ſpi- 
rit ol % AAA ˙· oh ht 
10. {Be gracious unto me, 0 God, becauſe ballen 
man would devour me: all the day üs 
ebe is fighting againſt me, and oppreſſing me 
_ -< all the day long mine enemies would es” 
me; for they are many Who fight againſt me, 
7 thou moſt high. In the day, when I might 
< have reaſon to fear, IL. will put my, truſt in 


„ ſays he, hath open- 


1755 « The ; 80 + ſhall Praiſe. God becauſe of his word: 7, be? 


In God L haye put my; truft, I will, not fear 
achat fleſh can do unto me: All the day long 


1 1 e torture N. * 8 ob their devices are 
* 2 | | — * againſt 
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& * me for evil: They aſſem t C 
„they hide themſelves; They watch my ſteps, 
as if they were waiting for my life: Shall they 
Ws eſcape for their wickedneſs? , In. thine anger, 
5 0 God, thou wilt bring theſe people. under - | 
4 Thou numbereſt my wanderings; thou haſt put 
bf my tears into thy bottle: Are they not recorded 
in. thy. regiſter : 2 In the day, when I ſhall pray 
e unto. thee, then ſhall mine enemies be driven 
©: back This! have known for certain, becauſe 
75 God is on my ſide: I will praiſe Gad, becauſe 
be of his word: I will praiſe Jehovah, becauſe of 
his word: In God have I truſted, I ill not 
* 4 fear what man can do unto me. Thy vows 
5 are upon me, O God. I will pay my thankf- 
* gings unto thee : For thou haſt delivered my 
50 lite from death. Wilt. thou not alſo keep my 
2 feet from falling, that I may be able to walk 
0 the preſence of God, in the light of life 
Yo everlaſting?” 980 

O what a perfect truſt and cankdence 4 is * 5 5 
"No how loudly does it. call upon. us to look to 
his example, that God would give us grace to 
1 follow the ſteps of his faith. _ Obſerve, O my 
c ſoul, and conſider the pattern ſet before thec. 
He. had. God on his ſide the Promiſes—the 
powerr—the proyidences of the Almighty, | He 
knew that every. ſtep was marked, every tear 
naticed, nf, that God had them i in the book: of 


bis remembrance. In this faith he met his trials, 
25 > 1. 10 N 1 N ; 2 I 
| e e 0 and 


n ing of it. 


rover or FArru. 
Phant. Notwithftan 


ing his 


is many weary ſteps, and his firorig crying and tears 
vnder that ſorrow, which never 
"ye knew that he ſhould be heard-—and he was 

8 heard His enemies fell before him: But they. 
8 role and returned to the combat.” Upon the 


had its like, Met 


word he caſts his anchor again. He truſts to it. 


5 And he Ends it firm and ſure ſtill. The ſtorm i is 


great; it continues; F it encreaſes; All thy waves 


5 and ſtorms, ſays he to his God, are gone over me. J 
But, my foul, truſt thou ſtill in the Lord for 
5 my hope is in kim. His Word is my ſtay. It 
Cannot be broken. I praiſe him for it; again I 
: praiſe* him for it. Truſting f in it, now my fears 
are gone. God! is my helper, and I will ng fear 
what man can do unto him. O what a Pattern 


is here ſet for us]! May the meditation upon it 


bi be uſeful. May the gracious Lord, who is the 
author and. 0 finiſher of the faith, bleſs the 


means *in appointing, for the ſtrengthen- 
® Andi in the uſe of them, looking up 
for the conſtant fupplies of his Spirit, may he 
enable us to go on from ſtrength to ſtrength, 


keeping. this example always in view, until "te 


bring us in peace unto the end of our faith. 


55 at} Theſe are ſome of the ſcripture grounds, Ae 


which the Triumphe of Faith is built. It ſtands 


ppon the, almighty power of God, as engaged 


10 fulfil his Word. For his word! 18 bis deed. 1 


5 [take him at his word is the proper exerciſe of 


faith. 


| 
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Faith?" Ie Nat pr viſed and It bre To reſt 
thus upoß it, as What cathiot poſſibly fail, is the 
foundation of ehriſtiat worſtip : And when It 
is eſtablimed in the hett, in the love of the 
truth, it conſtitutes the chief of that ſervice, 
Which is Pe fect” freedom: For God has de- 
clared Himfelf well pleaſed with our truſting 
do his truth and faithfulneſs. Hie has command- 
ed us to do it without doubt or Wavering. He 
has promiſed” grace ſufficient to enable us thus 
to believe, and we cangot put too much truſt 
and confidence in is arm and power. And he 
bas alfo given us examples of thoſe, who hohour- 
ed him with the fulleſt reliance of theit hearts, 
and had reafon to r geice in the Lord, who 
Keepeth prom iſe for ever.” Glory be to him for 
ich encoutagements of our faith. O that they 
may have their proper effect. May the Holy 
Ghoſt apply them by his grace, and give us ſuch 
a"faith; as may be well pleaſing unto God; fuch 
a faith as he has commanded, and for the full 
exerciſe of which he has made exceeding great 
_ promiſes.” Help us, O God of all grace, to truſt 
and not be afraid : For thou art faithful : Thy 
word and thy promiſes give us full ſecurity to 
truſt in the Lord at all times; becauſe in the 
| Lord J ehoyah 1 is everlaſting ſtrength : And bleſſed 
| are all they who put their truſt in him. 
"But. by x 154 ways and means ſhall theſe argu- 


7 ; ments and eneburagements have their To effect ? 
ent. | This 


* 


. __ 


H or | FAITH. 


T lis is . point; and it is ſettled. 


diſpute upon ſcriptur 
who revealed the promiſes, i is alſo the fulfiller of 
3 them; And he is almighty. The bleſſing on the 
uſe of the means is entirely from him: It is he 


who teacheth man knowledge: And from him 


4 MF are to. ſeek it. in Prayer. With all Our read- 
ing, hearing; ſtudying; meditating upon the ſcrip- 
tures, we muſt look up to him for his divine 
teaching. If any of you, believers, lack wiſdom, 

| let him aſk it of God, hg giveth: to all aſkers 


8 5 liberally, - and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be 


given him; but Jet him Aſk. 1 in faith. Here is a 
command and à promiſe. . When we lack wiſ⸗ 
dom, which We always. do, ag much as Wer want 
breath, we. are to aſk it of the Spirit of wiſdom, 


and it ſhall be W us. lle. will make us wife 
unte- ſalvation; 1 He will keep ys in the; uſe of 
means dependent on his leading us into all uſeful 
truth, and of his reyealing ta us the things which 
=. freely given to us of God, to ſhow them taus, 
5 a realities, and to BHS into the enjoyment of 


them, as bleſſings... In this dependence en him, 
Me live, and move, and have our being. Our 


ſpiritual life and faculties, and the exerciſe of 


them, and the improyement of them, are entirely 
from his ipfluence. . For the Apoſtle, mentioning 
the ſeveral gifts and graces. of the Holy Spirit, 


5 $7; 3 All theſe worketh that « one; and the ſelf- 


* ſame, OB, Gividing. to TIE: man his own 


> authority, The ſame Spirit, 


' 


fr 5 TON 999 DOLYP gifts, . 


. 


e gilts, aseerdisg 76 his enn will“ T bim 


then we are to look up for every good gift, and 

every perfect gift. Whenever we open the 
Bible, we ſhould aſk his light. and his teaching. 

He is the chief commentator. He only can 
put the ſeriptures into our inward parts, and 
write them upon our hearts, ſo that we may 

experience them tobe the power of God unto our 
own ſalvation. Our firſt reformers were of this 
ſentiment, exhorting us to pray, that by the 
holy inſpiration of God's Spirit, we may think 


thoſe, things that be good, and by bis merciful 


guiding, may perform the ſame. Grant to us, 
Lord, we beſeech thee, the Spirit to think and 
do always ſuch things as be rightful; that we 
who cannot do any thing that is good with- 
out thee, may by thee be enabled to live accord- 
ing to thy will, through Jeſus Chriſt our nt 
Amen. Ninth Sunday after 17 F ner 
As they 8 4 they ſung : For we meet | 
ee m 
the Common Praye er Bock — be ang 
at the _—_— of prieſts, and at the conſecra- 


tion of OR The 1 a with note 


eee ä 1 
i "ZY * $7 i £ Tay 4 Fy 9 4 * ET G p 


Cone, Hoh Ghoſt, 6 our ſouls FT 
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„From theſe authorities, it appears to be the 
doctrine of the ſeriptures, and of our reformers 
in harmony with them, That ſpiritual life, and 
knowledge, and faith in Chriſt, and hope in him, 
that maketh not aſhamed, and holy love, with 
every godly motion of the heart, come from the 
boly inſpiration. of God the Spirit. It is from 
him, that we underſtand the ſcriptures, i in the 
mind of the re It is from his grace that we 


"EXE 3 


the uſe of means, and at the ſame time in a 5 
conftant dependence on His preſence in them, for 
the furtherance and joy of out faith. He begins, 
| ARNIE on, and he perfects our learning in his 
revealed word and will. O that he may make 
us, and keep us good ſcholars, in an abiding ſenſe 
of the neceſſity of his divine teaching: that the 
Spirit and the word may go together in our Bible 
ſtudies, and Bible experience : ſo that this may 
be the daily prayer of our faith. ,_ 4 
O Of thou Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, who 
haſt taught us that ſecret things belong to the 
Lord our God, but thoſe things which are reveal- 
ed belong to us, and to our children for ever, 
= the eyes of our underſtanding to underſtand 


What! is revealed in the, ſcriptures for our uſe. 
5 mien 
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read them, and leckte 
And help 55 to mix more 


232 


on them, with profit, 


faith with them, that they may become more 


preczbus : In every day' 8 reading, grant that we 
may find them to be the ingrafted word, and 


that we are really branches grafted into the tree 
of life, and by the rain, and ſhining of heaven, 
enabled to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit 


4 
EL 


abundantly: For all theſe bleſſings keep u 
dependent on thy divine teaching, that our 
fruits may grow richer and /riper—we may be 
more humble in our hearts, and more thankful 
in our lives; And ſo we, who can learn nothing 
as we ought without thee, may by thy grace 
de made wiſe unto eternal n through 
Faith,” which is in - Chriſt Jeſus To whom 
with thee, O Father, and thee, O Holy e 
and glory, now and for ever. 


wds O- tie: fin 1 
1 1 % 3209 Biers DIO * 189 921 d 


5 2 
7 5 . * * P 8 * 
— K * * 441 1 2 * * of 3 * 4 
* * o » - * # 
us £5 iS 1 4 a mY : " 0 5 4.3 % "OI POTS PT) © 
' Tx E ; E 8 
JJJJ%%d0%0%ꝙ d COLES ETD * 
* 
* 


7 7 4 * ; : 
a "DW: * Me I £4 E * ee by 7 1 x £8 ' + 105 ** 7 i 
* {33 DSIR A n 


8508 * 
& 'S g £ 5 R - * 
" * 8 OE; 3 I 4 42 * 1 £3. 
a * I 
- s i * £ #1 A 
2 2 44 1 343 $0 BA Ig 3 SES 4 * - 
FAIT 7X PSY . 5 5 8 
%% ⁵ę¼:ßsß ̃ pp 10 GS ¾˙ 4} 
> \ & 7 
1 N 
l ae 3 „ 8 
* 3 5 5 £ o& . . 1 31 352 25. 44 Ct 
2 „ i + he MO a. ri, 1 $i * ; | + 0 g 4 * * 0 
2 1 + = BE Ws ad 4 {4 T T4347 4 £0 n 7 K 
. > Ew 4 N n * 144 * . F 140 131 $ 1 


= : [510660 - TED QT n Sie 2 
bans Dow FU IEF iN Ba Mon 3 8 
CCC 15 do es 2 ho CHAP. 


* RY» | "_ OD r * 1 * $4 268 "oy 


— 


— 89338 ; 
£ 3 7 nn * 4 : 
940 9 * 44 5 | - 


en of Fred 234 


2 c FO 
} | 4 
: - SA 4 + > 
* * wy 


9 9 1 * o 
- 1 * F © v 4 % 
N » 1 = . 
n * N & $2 $4 Þ * 
. 1 
1 * - * = 
e cnar . 7 Ai , 
ww * a N 2 x y 
+8 4 F 4 
F - 


. / C | 3 
14 I: I 1 6 5 8 * P " N 1 — 3 
: # 4 : 4 K i 


1 bet ever” 5 i wnpb in the 2 bis eri. : 


Pur abject of His rejoicing is always one 8 i 
the ſame; yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, without 
any Vartableneſs, or ſhadow of turning. It is 
Chrit, God in Chriſt, concerning whom the 
command ment runs —Rejoice in the Lord ] eſus 
always, and again, I ſay, rejoice; there being i in 
| him a fountain of] Joy ſpringin g up into everlaſting 
fe. Whak he is in his own wonderful perſon 
what is revealed'of his gracious works and ways 
in his dealings with the ſinners of mankind— 
What he did for them in the days of his fleſh 
what lie does in them by his Spirit 1 in time--what 
he” has promiſed to give them in eternity; in 
every poſſible view that can be taken of him, - 
believer” may, and ought fo rejoice always, and 
that with a fülneſs of j Joy : For thus the Apoſtle 8 
offers up' his praiſe— Now thanks be to God, 
0 always « cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt” 
For he has in his perſon every poſſible ſubje&t of 
tiumphatit jo joy .. He is true and very God: Abd 
nie is true and Rely man---God and man in one 
Chriſt. The prophet Ifaiah” foretold this mar- 
vellous union, and gloried in 58 For 
Vor: II. 0 22 e 
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us men, and for our ſalvation, a child is borh, Fs | 
2 fon is given: And his name ſhall be called 
| Wonderful, becauſe the child is the mighty God, 
and the Son is the everlaſting Father, the Prince 
of Peace. This is the great myſtery of godlineſs, ; 
of which the Saints in the Old Teſtament ſang a 
5 with the ſweeteſt melody, in their hearts unto the 
Lord, as the prophet does in the one hundred and 
: forty-ei ghth Pſalm, calling upon all i in heaven and 
earth, with all their inhabitants, to join bim i in 
the praiſes of Immanuel: Becauſe his Name E 
alone 1 is excellent, and his praiſe above heaven, . 
And earth. So that New Teſtament faint felt it, 


who. declared, that he accounted all things but : 


8 Toſs, | Te the excellency of. the. knowledge of | 


Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: For whom I have ſuffered ; 


the loſs of all things, and I « 10 account them, but 5 

1 dung, that 1 may win Chriſt, and be;. found. i in 
bim — found fo united to him us. to be one; with 

1 hum : For he was united to our nature, in order 

to bring about another moſt. bleſſed union. He 


taking 0 our, nature, that we might, take his 


| He made the Son of man, that we. might be : 
| made the ſons of, God—He haying the power of 


an endleſs. life, that he might, give ſpiritual and 


eternal life to all believers : : For they in the 
: day of. his power? are joined to the Lord by one 4 


Spirit—the ſame Spirit! in the members As in the | 


| 5 "Head—that rough him, their Head, they. might, 5 
be able to ay, Truly « our e is with the 
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Pudel ad with bis Son Jeſus Chriſt, by the 
bond of his Spirit. It is not poſſible for man to 
conceive higher things, than our Lord has prayed 
for in theſe words: Neither pray I for theſe 
Alone, but for them alſo who ſhall believe on | 
me through their word: That they all may 
c be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 8 


* thee; that they alſo may be one in us, that the 


6% world may believe that thou haſt ſent me: 
And the glory Which thou gaveſt me, I have 


1 given them, that they may be orie, even as 


4 we are one.“ By virtue of this union with 


chris, who is the Head over all things to the 


church, His ö members have fellowſhip with him ; 
in his holy life: He is the Lord Jehovah their 


Ulghteouſneſs: For them he became ſubject to 


the law, and obedient to its precepts, born 


of a womänz; and made under the law, that 
through his obedience many might be made 
righteous. Lo, I come, ſays he, to DO thy 
il, 0 God, and he did it by fulklling; al 


righteouſneſs. As the ſurety for his people, 
what he did, when he magnified the law, and 
made it infinitely honourable in all its demands, 
was for them, and for their juſtification, that it 


might be imputed unto them for righteouſneſs, 5 


"ge they might be dealt with as righteous at the 
judgment ſeat of God. In this the father of the 
faithful made his boaſt, and gloried all the day 
long: For we read, that he believed in God, and 


bras mg to bim righteouſneſs, loving- bim 


Ws 7 2s 


— — — — — —2—ü— 


the faith of Jeſus Ohriſt. Hear one of them 
With what heart - felt joy he celebrates bis tri- 

_ _ Unphantffate in Chtiſt: “ I will hope continu- 

alp, and E will. praiſe thee, more and more my 


to. life, and for. his title to glory—it oN. go; 
the ſame Pſalm, admiring, and adoring the won- 
der; Sf the gift of grace, he breaks, aut: „hy by 

- righteouſneſs, O God, is very high, vhoha8deun | 
great, things: O God, who is like, unto. thee?” | 
Hie was ſo complete in this rightegufneſs of 


—_ menen on FAITH 


25 his, rink and blef 
Now it was not written for his ſake alone, that 


n things; 


it was imputed, to him ; but, for us alſo, to whom, 
it hall be imputed, if we believe on him that, 


raiſed up Jeſus. our Lord from the dead: For the 
children. of believing Abraham, are. freely made 


heirs, as he was, of the righteouſne( which is by 


mouth; ſhall ſhew forth thy righteouſneſs, and 
thy: fGlvation: all the day: For I know not the 


5 numbers thereof: Iwill go in the ſtrength of the 
Lord God, I, will make; mention of thy righte - 5 


Auſneſs, even of thine oxl y.“ He: found the 


 Heſfings flowing from it numberleſs, and endleſs: 


Se that it was all he wanted for his juſtification, 


Chriſt, that he would mix nothing with it for 


huis free acceſs ta.God, ar for his full acceptance 
before God. He knew, that this righteouſneſs ; 


of faith was appointed; of God, was the gift of 


i bis, grace, and was all-ſufficient,: being an ever- | 


_ ghtequſacks And herpes, it i een 


beat 


2 
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heart, and enabled him to böte boldly tb the 
throne of grace, here he ſtood: Perfekt juſti⸗ 

fled in Jefus. And in the ſame ſpirit we Hear a 
New Teſtament faint telolving to exclude all 
glorying, except in Chrift, and in Hits fihreduk⸗ 
neſs, * in whom God Can BY juſt, and vet the 

jultifer of Hin wehe bene vethi in Jeſus. "Wikre 

is boaſting than? It is excluded. By whit lav? 
By the law of * Works? N. ay, b but by the law of 
faith: Therefore we conelide, that a Man 18 jufti- 
ä fied by Faith without the deeds of the Bw; and 

that Chriſt i: is the end of the law for ightebüf- 
neſs to every one that believeth.” This was the 
| apoſtle” 8 higheſt ainbition, to 55 found in His 
Precious Saviour.” O that I may rejoice in him 
through life, and may be found in bim at the 
hour of death, and at the day of judgewent— 
| fo nd in him, not having mine own righteouſ- 

1 Which i is "of the law, but' that Which 18 
toten the faith of Chriſt, the tighteouſhels 
br is of God by faltfi. Bleffed teſtimony for 


11 RT ro ere to 9 our Mrs | 


4 1 was to 0 che 1 Pay aha 8 fe us 
good reaſon to triumph as he fad, becaule it is 
Written, © I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
« my ſou¹ mall be joyful in my God: For he 
of Rath clothed me with the als of falva- 


15 | tion, he ang RT | me > with the tobe of 
1 right- 


Wha = TRIUMPH or FAITH; 
« nm a bridegroom. decketh hime 
* ſelf with ornaments, and a bride adorneth 
« herſelf with her Jjewels,: ] For as the earth 
by _bringeth' forth its bud, and, as. the - -garden 
<« cauſeth the things. that are ſown in it to ſpring 
« forth; ſo the Lord God will cauſe righteouſ· 
« neſs and praiſe to ſpring forth before all the 
| « nations, This is the righteouſneſs of faith, 
and, theſe are the fruits of it, which abound to 
the glory of God, even peace with him, joy in 
him, a holy walk with him, and a victorious 
warfare by him. In the Lord ſhall all the. ſeed 
of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. Herein to 
glory is the believer's bounden duty. He is 
called to it, as his goſpel priyilege, and accord- 
ing to his faith he does triumph in . 8 bis 
preſent happineſs, and ag a good ground for his 
hope of ęternal joy. Wonderful bleſſings are 
Promiſed to this faith and hope, and they,gre 
truly experienced. at this day. Bleſs the, Lord, 
O my ſoul, for his providing ſuch a garment: "Tag 
- glory, and beauty. He has warranted thee to 
put it on, and having through it free acceſs into 
his preſence, he has commanded: thee to join 
that great multitude, whom no one can. number, | 

who; are ſtanding before the throne, and before : 
the Lamb, clothed i in white robes, and palms. in 
their. hands, and who cry with a loud: voice, 
bes 15 Salvation to our God, who fitteth upon, 
* the throne, : and to the Lamb for ever“ Their 
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e are as white as the light, being waſhed 
clean in the blood of the Lamb, ati through 
him they have conquered, as the palms in their 
hands denote; yea, are more than conquerors, 
having crowhs' of righteouſneſs upon their heads, 
which can never fade away. For grace reigns 
through righteouſneſs unto eternal life by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. O what matter of triumph is 
here! A righteouſneſs abſolutely” perfect and 
everlaſting!” This greatly enhances all our high 
joys in Chriſt, that there is full ſecurity for their 
continuance. It depends on the faithfulneſs of 
God to his word and promiſe, fixed in his eternal 


counſels, and eſtabliſhed upon immutable things. | 


Their righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the Lord, 
and mine is an everlaſting righteouſneſs : Lift 


t up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon 


the earth beneath: For the heavens ſhall vaniſli 


| away like ſmoke, and the earth ſhall wax old 
Hike a garment, and they that dwell therein 
„ fſnall die in like manner, but my ſalvation ſhall 


« be for ever, and my righteouſneſs ſhall not be 


* aboliſhed.“ The ſtate of a believer is always 
one and the ſame on God's part. He may vary 


in his apprehenſions of his ſtate, but with God 
there is no variableneſs, or ſhadow of turning. 
He may be a believer walking in darkneſs-— 
tempted to doubt; he may pay too much atten- 
len < ſe and W e get into a legal 
„ | Ry 


| his 8 may 8 ; 
outward things and providenees ſeem to make 
_ againſt him, his faith may be ſore tried, and be 
1 ee at the promiſes ere era : 
cChangeth not. 8 mercies are e mietedvnc 
They cannot faile| For they ſpring from the 


Ocean of grace, and are ſtreams which no created 


power can cut off: But they ſhall infallibly re- 
turn to it again, and ſhall bring with them all 
the happy objects of his love. The Father choſe 
them, and gave them to his Sop, who has all 
their names written in the Lamb's book of life: 
For them he lived and died: And when he pre- 
ſents them at the laſt day ta the Father“ Be! 
1 *I I, and the children whom thou haſt given 
4 me, not one of them ſhall be wanting: For 


the Holy Spirit is by his office the Lord and 8 


giver of life to them, and in the day of his power 
he enables them to receive Jeſus, and to live by 
faith upon him, as members united to, and in 
fellowſnip with their glorified Head. This co- A 
venant of the bleſſed Trinity is unalterable, being 
ordered i in all ys and ſure. All the ſubjects 


to our Lare | — and eee to our 
Lord's prayer, viz. © My ſheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me, and F 
: % give- unto __ eternal 229282 and they ſhall 
n Lo e 
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""W newer perillis-peither ſhall any pluck-them but 
« of my hand.“ Truſting to. theſe; immutable 


ſecurities the heirs of promiſe are commanded to 


draw ſtrong conſolation, even to rejoice in Jeſus 
walking in light=in winter as well as in fun; 


in death as well as in life; becauſe he has all 
power in heaven and earth to make good to 
them every covenant engagement. And he will 
do it; for the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, 
and ſhall come to Sion with ſongs, and everlaſt- 
ing joy upon their heads; they ſhall obtain joy 
and gladneſs, and ee and aghing ſhall flee 
away for ever, 


O thou moſt bleſſed God 1 Gets: chin 
art the Lord our righteouſneſs and our ſtrength. 
I believe that the whole Iſtael ef God ſhall be 
juſtified onLY by thee, and in thee onLY mall 


they glory. O let thy Spirit abide with me to 
increaſe in me this faith, that by freſh- ſupplies 


of his grace I may be kept from going about to 


q 


eſtabliſh my own righteouſneſs, and may con- 


ſtantly ſubmit myſelf to the righteouſneſs of 


God. And by the ſame grace help me to bring 


forth the fruits of righteouſneſs abundantly unto 


the glory and praiſe of God, "magnifying thine 
atonement in the-peace of my conſcience, exalt- 


ing thy righteouſneſs in the love of my heart, 


* 
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neſs: So that out of it I may be receiving a fuf- 
of grace; by which Tam now enabled to 
bieſs thee for the hope of glory. To thee, al- 
mighty / Jeſus, for the work of righteouſneſs, 


- -- which:is peace, and for the effect of righteouſ- 
neſs, which is quietneſs and aſſurance for ever: 


To be everlaſting . Amen, and 


0 43302 imme bag moet? ni TIO 


£5 


7 er Sd Dan in enn 3 m (1999 heath 
Kot Yai: ne aipmboroolog allt e i ol 
e biis gf Ot SHOT: ke Mioß Haiſt bun 
* Of inge 7 ef og } : 28882 OT 611 een 0 e $48) 


wrt HASH! - 2 Hai Du ond bu tn g. 134? ** 


7 es doe ein ne tude 
% pu 76 e F V 0 N 3 
— ; : _ * 


— YE 
ii aovivat bas boo rote em hoch 8 


Manet uo 2 FI CCC TAO I. 4 2tt2 3TH 
3 N a 


. o 4% F- as 
5 5 1 7 


od i:: on 2140) patio od 1 
tad ano: 2003 1. bas gavdhod; ra an bobiltut 
atm = obide ige dt lob ©... deln ad; 

Role: fight. v6. ii tigt eich oo giiotsoriont 


: : Atode Mui. mot n+ 0.ygo 1 026722 Hd 10 


AGEL 2X: Y SAT T3118 Seen EEC 
1 511 Ac 521 ne en 3s {ASHE Yo 76 5091 


PTR: 04-907 yh 05614 M6 £54 8007 V9 1 0 


* 


* 


Bir ting o e ing as - em P 4 


K  YLACHRDERL/C B- 2 ee 316 34 20 235671 211 x: Ui 


211 GY 2 £90910} 40 Nin TO OG 30 een £4 ee 


8 >. + 1 PX. #5) Sid + - "Oar £4 0 WR + , 
„ yeh ll 40 oe 701 £2527 1 Een tad 8 1 


"TRIVMPH. or FAITH. 2 


pin ei Apo „„ 
5 JJ | LH 
| CHAP: IV. HTS 8 i 
| 1 8 
| The bal, wem in - Feſus wider 4 Joſs of. FY 
| . eee oY Jon.” 1 I 70 | FE 


5 


Ir i. is in e 1 this fellow hip with 1 0 
| that believers are freely forgiven all their j iniquiy 
ties. His atonement was the work of our great 

8 High Prieſt, who was made ſin for us, although 
he knew no fin, that we might be made the righ- 
teouſneſs of God in him. God is of purer eyes 
than to look upon the leaſt iniquity: And there 

is a defilement in fin, which makes it. exceeding 

filthy and abominable in his fight. He ſhewed 
his utter abhorfence of it by eſtabliſhing in the 

Old Teſtament ſuch an abundance of legal pol- 

lutions, as might exhibit to ſenſe the defiling 

nature of fin, and might keep it ever before their 
eyes, and freſſi upon their minds. And by making 
it neceſſary, that the worſhippers ſhould be puri- 
fed from theſe pollytions, and by eſtabliſhing 
the means of their purification, and by forbid. 
ding every other, he would lead them to exerciſe 
faith jn the great purifier, whoſe office it was tq 
purge! their conſciences, before they could offer 
vnto the Lord an offering in righteouſneſs. And 
it was a fixed law, That if any one legally un- 
lean neglected or refuſed the appointed e 
; > | PIG 
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of being cleanſed, he was to bear his iniquity : 


For an pirated ſinner can have no commu- 
er with a moſt holy Gd. 
"'Unto the pure all things are pure, but unto 
| then that are deffled and uhbelievirg is nothing 
pure, but even their mind nd conſcience is de- 
filed. The mind i is the fountain from whence all 
the ſtreams flow. Out of the heart Proceed evil 
thoughts, Aae adulterles, Nc. theſe are the 
things which defle the man. An enlightened 
conſeiende i made ſenſible 6f this, and feels the 
eceſſity of being Puriged from all Althineſs of 


gent and ſpirit, in order to approach God, and 


to have boldneſs and acceſs with confidence to 
the throne of grace. His eee at t ſich 
times are like hefe. ent 5 
The more T know 6 ele Ott l 
cd to loath myſelf, and to repent in duſt and aſhes? | 
For Tam a ſtüner, filthy and abominabſe altoge- 
ther! By nattfre as vile as ſin can render E fille 
reature, and Gaily polluting mylell in heart and 
nie with Bet! impurities: "T have no means of 
cleanſing" myfelf: No hope, that any thing in 
the ercatibn can doit for me. Deep in my very 
conſtitution the ſtain remains. And I am forced 
t6 be etying out- Unclean, unclean. My cafe 
would be quite deſperate, if God Himſelf had 
Hot provided a remedy, the report of which has 
come to mine eats in the goſpel. Ott is bleſſed 
news. eee to my beart: That God 


ep has 


| TRIV MPH or. BPAITH: - 24. | 
has opened a fountain, which eleanſeth from. all 


ſin.” He has recommended it to me, as having 


infinite virtue and everlaſting efficacy to cleanſe. 


And I have a command from heaven, vile and 
filthy, as IL am, to make uſe of it: For thus it 
is written“ In that day there ſhall be a ſaun- 
«/ tain opened to the houſe of David, and to the 


iphabitants of Jeruſalem, for ſin and for un 


<« cleanneſs.” When the Holy Spirit enables: the 
ſinner to believe the report, and to mix faith 


with it, then he has a warrant thus to pray» 
„ Furge me with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean; 
% waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow 
Hide thy face from my ſins, and blot out all 


mine iniquities Create in me a clean heart. 


O God, and renew a right ſpirit within me.“ 


And the Lord hears and anſwers the prayer in 


theſe words--< I will ſprinkle: clean water upon 


4 you, and ye ſhall be clean; from all your filthi- 
« neſs and from all your idols will cleanſe you: 
*« A new;heart alſo will I give you, and a new. 
« ſpirit will I put within yo, and, I will take 
„ awaylthe ſtony heart out of your-leſh, and. 


ce will. give you a heart of fleſh;: And Iwill put 


* my Spirit within you, and I, will cauſe you to 


Walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my 
« from all: Jour uncleanneſles.” 15 The ſacrifices, 


from the beginning; preached, this. bleſſed docs, 


ir blood could ſanctify by divine ap- 
pointment 


* | 
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pointment to the purifying of the fleſh : How 

much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himſelf without ſpot to 
God, to purify the conſcience from dead works 
to ſerve the living God. Bleſſed; for ever bleſſed 
be his grace, who by this offering hath opened a 
fountain for ſin and for uneleanneſs, in which 
the moſt polluted may waſh and be clean: For 
Chriſt ſo loved the church as to give himſelf for 
it, that he might ſanctify and cleanſe it with the 
waſhing of water by the word; that he might 
preſent ĩt to himſelf a glorious church, not having 
pot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; but that it 
might be hely and without! blemiſſi: For his 
blood has infinite virtue to purify the fouleſt 
inner, even ſo to oleanſe him, that he may be 
perfect for ever: And the great uſe of faith is 
to receive it, and to apply it, even as God him- 
ſelf as recommended it, and it has loſt none of 
its virtue. Jo this very day, it purifies as per- 
fectly as ever it did, and believers now in life, 
and in the hour of death, feel its divine efficacy, 
os; truly as the martyred Stephen did: I find a 
dying Chriſtian thus proclaiming His faith and 
2 in "= When heart bal Ra; 


t — rich bee grave, — his Boundleſb r and 
merey in Chriſt? O moſt extenſive is the ef- 

un of his precious blood: For it has reached to 
FIG one' of the vileſt of ſinners: O here is bound- 

aj 4 4 5 leſs 
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leſs goodneſs, unfathomable love: This blood 
bas waſhed clean my ſoul, the ſeat of defilement, 
that was as black as hell 33 purified my conſcĩ- 
ence, that was darker than the grave, and made 
it brighter than the light; in a word, this blood 
will make me, who was vile, moſt vile, a child 
of hell, an heir of wrath, holy before God, and 
fit to live with God, and the Lamb, with angels; 
and the ſpirits of good men made perfect, to all 
eternity, and in a few minutes my ſoul ſhall be 
made perfect alſo. O bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be 
God my Saviour: Eternal praiſes be rendered 
unto thee.” Ibis is true faith, and high honour 
put upon the blood of Jeſus, to ſeal God's teſti- 
mony concerning it. He hath ſet forth Jeſus 
Chriſt, to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood. Truſting to it, the fouleſt ſins are waſhed 
ag white, as ſnow, and crimſon fins as the pureſt 
gal, So the beloved ſays to his church“ Bet 
hold, thou art fair, my love: Behold thou art 
Fall fair, there is no ſpot in thee: Thou art all 
©, glorious within. No angel can be whiter os 
purer, or ſtand more accepted before God than 
be does who is waſhed in the blood of the Lamb. 
O bleſſed man who haſt obtained redemption by 
it! Thou art commanded to enter with bold- 
neſs into the Holieſt by the blood of Jeſus. the 
way is open; thou art called to draw near with 
a true heart, in 128 aſſurance of faith, having thy 
400 | 15 beart 


. that f great, - multitude did, V 


6 Eord thy e 


os ä ad en | 
„ dur 


ILT ö 


_ a b 80 


body waſled wich pure water, that thou mayeff 


hold thy profeſſion of faith without wavering, as 
rho wafied their 


the Lamb; they are now crying with à loud 


voice, Salvation to our God who ſitteth upon 

the throne; and unto! the Lamb for ever.“ 

They triumph indeed: And fo mayeſt thow: 
Thou haſt the ſame reaſon as they have. The 


fame fountain, which waſhed their robes, cleanſes 
thins The ſame: promiſes that it will, and thou 


mat ſtanii before God without ſpot of ſin unto 
eternal ſalvation 
Saviour, as may as he'ib theirs 2 Even to-day thy 


as perfect us they. Jeſus is thy 


ebnſcienee purged! from guilt, and thy heart pu- 
riet by: faith, thou mayeſt enter within the vail; | 
and make fweet melo * in thy eee 
throne rer d in «he ſame Paredes 


work: We do it here as well as we can: They 
in heaven, and we or 


earth. The ſame ſubject 
in che church below, as well as above, and the 
ſame. employment! Wie try to ſing the praiſes 

of the worthy flaughtered: Lamb in as high a 
note as they do. And when we fail we try 
ain, przying tlie Holy Spirit to enable us to 

in tune with them, that our ſongs: may 
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would have us to celebrate: the Arty ed 


Lamb of God, in theſe words? 
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The ſong of Heaven! is upon this ſame ſubjeR. 


The holy Ghoſt has taught us the very words of 
their divine hymn, and what is the harmony of 


all the redeemed round the throne with one 
heart and one voice, bleſſing God and the Lamb: 
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our on, feeling ſomething of this wi 
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O abat he may tune ↄur hearts to join the chorus, | 
and ſit us nom to ſing in as high a ſtrain as we can, 
and every day to aim higher, till we come abe 
completion of the heavenly viſion thus deſcribed 
by the apoſtie? & dirve belln aim 5 i i 
After this 1 "beheld," fs 15, WY gelt 5 


1911 
tude, whom no one © 


ould. numb ber, of. 12 nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, ſtood 
before the throneʒ and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, aud Palms mn "their hands: 


Theſe are they who cam: out "of gre a "tribula- 


lation, and have waſhed their ad made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb: There- 
fore are they before the throne of God, and ſerve 
him day and night in his temple; and he that 
fitteth upon the throne ſhall dwell among them. 
They ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt any 
more, neither ſhall the ſun light on them, nor 
any heat; for the Lamb, who is in the midſt of 
the throne, ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters, and ſhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes: And they ſung 
with a loud voice, ſaying “ Salvation to our 
God, who ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for eyer” '>-Unto him that loved us, and 
walhed 1 us. from, our dips f in bis own blood, a 

hath made s King ngs and pri 
5 Father, t to ox be glory an and dominion, * 
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eli, e need. God' is” built. 
Sin is preſent with the believer, but pardoned. 
Sin is felt, but ceaſes to condemn- This is the 
chief difficulty i in experience. How the truth of 
| God, and his holineſs, and his threatenings, and 
dhe honor of his lab can be maintained, and Yet 
he can be faithful and juſt to forgive us our ſins. 
The believer may be often ſaken in his mind, 
and troubled with legal fears and workings," if 
de he not ſo well eſtabliſh by the Spirit, and 
word of God, as to ſübmit in his conſcience to 
God's way of pardoning” fin : It was always one 
and the ſame, contrived and appointed in che 
_ everlaſting cotncits'of the bleſſed Trinity, and 
revealed upon the entrance of fin, viz. that a 
perſon in Jehovah would become incarnate, and 
take away fin by the facrifice'of" himſelf. To 
him Moſes and all the prophets give witneſs, 
that through his name, whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhall receive remiſſion of ſins- The procla- 
mat io of gracs holds it out moſt clearly. When 


r HR wins . Moſes 
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Moſes was permitted to ſee his glory, the Lord 
paſſed by before him, and proclaimed, The 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and 
truth: Keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiv- 
ing iniquity” and tranſgreſſion and ſin. Every 
facrifice preached this ſame truth viſibly, ſhew- 
ing the death which the ſinner deſerved, an 
the divine method of pardoning it, through 

faith in the Lamb ſlain from the foundation 

of the world: For Jeſus is the very paſchal 
Lamb wWwho was ſacrificed for us: And the de- 
| liverance which they experienced in Egypt, 

through the ſprinkling of his blood, we feel the 
ſame in our hearts unto this day: Through faith [ 
they. kept the paſſover, and the ſprinklin 
blood, leaſt he that deſtroyed the firſt-born ſhould | 
touch them: Through the ſame faith we keep 
the ſame feaſt, and having found redemption 
through his blood, eyen the forgiveneſs of ſins, 

we live ſafe out of the reach of the deſtroyer 
We know our danger as they did, and we look-to 
the Lamb of God for ſafety. It is the Holy Spi- 
rit who. convinces, both of ſin and of pardon. 
His conyiction of fin makes an impreſſion upon 
the conſcience of its infinite evil. He ſtops the 
ſinner's mouth, and makes him ſubſcribe to all 
t 58 1 3 his guilt, and of his 
himſel — 
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he is made to ſubmit to the ſentence of condem- 


nation, and has nothing of his own to plead in 


arreſt of judgment. Thus he is taught to think 


of the law, as God does, both of its precepts and 


penalties. He ſees infinite juſtice, and holineſs, 
and truth, armed againſt him, and the deſert of 
his ſins to be everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, which he has no power to reſiſt, 
and no means to eſeape. When the Holy Spirit 
convinces him of righteouſneſs, and manifeſts 


the grace of God, in the free forgiveneſs of his ſins, 


yet ſtill he feels the exceeding wickedneſs of 


them. le loaths and abhors himſelf, as the 
ſubject of them, and groans, being burthened 


with the abiding ſenſe of his corruptions. At 
his very beſt it is--C wretched man, who ſhall 
deliver me, 8c. but at the ſame time he can 
rejoice in G 


and 1 have found peace with God through faith 
in his blood. Thus the Holy Spirit glorifies Je- 
ſus. He gives a faith ſtedfaſt in the atonement of 


lief. And hereby he fulfils the proclamation of 


-_ grace in the New Teſtament, which agrees ex- 


a ctly with the ſentiments of the Old. When our 
Lord ſent out his apoſtles to preach the goſpel 

o every creature, his commiſſion to them runs in 
las LE, | _ theſe 


od his Saviour--I thank God through 
Jeſus-Chriſt--He is the propitiation for my fins, 


Jeſus, and ſettles ſuch a peace in the confcience, 
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& day „ And'that r repent 


' commandeth all; men every where to repent, 


* rſion, Which is a; continu; 


og 
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_ theſe words. And Jeſus ſaid unto them, Thus 


cenit „is written, and thus it behoved: C rift to 
\<;:ſuffer,, and to riſe from the dead o on the third 
ance, and remiſſion of 
ins ſhould be preached in his name among all 
nations.“ They were to;warn ſinners of their 
r and to call upon them to look to Jeſus, 4. 

i him only, for ſalvation. , For he, who 


bath exalted. Jeſus, to be a Princo and a Saviour, 


to give repentance unto his people, and forgive- 
neſs of their ſins. It is a, giſt of his royal 
grace. One of the high honors of his exaltation 


19 he can freely forgive every iniquity, 
nſgreſſion, and ſin, be they ever ſo 
many, or ever ſo great. For Jeſus can take 
away all iniquity, and receive the ſinner graci- 
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5 ouſly.— We, ſays P. Ster, are witneſſes of theſe 
things: And ſo alſo is * Holy Ghoſt; W-hom 
| God hath, given to them that obey him that 


come at his call in the goſpel, and obey ãt: The 
Holy Ghoſt turning them from ſelf to Chriſt, 
n to righteouſneſs, from a life of ſenſe to 
a life of faith, thereby witneſſes their true con- 
al work of his goes 
repentance which is not to be repented of, 


and when, he enables: Them to glorify God for 


this meren be gives great joy and peace in be-. 


the forgiveneſs af their ſins: 


e commiſſion, which, our Lord. gavo/20' 0 | 
— 1311 - P aul 
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dae to et ms — and to turn them 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of 
” Satan unto God) that they min for- | 
En giveneſs of ſins} and an inheritance amo 
| ben tkat are ſunctified by faith that is in i 
When this commiffiot ĩs opened to a inner iw is 
name, arid eredited by the power of his Spirit? 
then the conſeiencs is purged from guilt; by that 
ons offering, Which perfectethi for ever. The 
bellever in it has a clean eager him 3 
Apes God. To 9 tits the word ohitcibes2 1d 
the Holy Ghoſt is alſo @ witneſs to him, that he 
_ now enter with boleneſs into the holieſt of 
all by the bloed of Jeſus- Every poflible' hin- 
Abe removed, he may have accefs with 
Confidence to the throne of grace-to d Father 
of mereies, loving him, and Vlefſing him with 
all: ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus. Wen He 


_ 7 "Up Wires SHVCges? Wien he feels as He 


ought to de, His faith relying ſtedfaflip üPon 
the divine promiſes, and giving full credit to 'a 
faithful God, he bas a good” confcience 'purged 
from dead works to ſerve the living God, and 
bis heart Confecrated for this ſervice, he may fing 

of pardon and — — note "a pet, | 
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APN to the God ab ber bench“ along 
gu 25 larly carried paying — true -worthipp _ 
= deer ig aich as. 40, pot rings their, ſins; 
They were taught to look to that precious blood 
of Chriſt, as of a lamb without blemiſh and 
without ſpot, who verily was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world, whom God had do. 
forth! in every ſacrifice to be the great propit bp 
nement.;.through which alone they were. 
to expe Pardon, and peace. While the lamb 
was burning on the altar every morning and 
Na — — _ bath «abs: 
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— they triumphed in the < U U. their ſal-: 
vation, and declareth their faith and ud hope im him 
in full concert, after this manner 
„ Jehovah will hear thee in the day of trouble 
the name of the God of Jacob will defend thee: | 
He will ſend thee help from his ſanctuary, and 
he will ſtrengthen thee out of Sion: He will 
grant thee according to thy heart, and he will 
fulfil all thy purpoſes: Then we ſhall ſhout for 
joy in thy ſalvation, and in the name of our God 
we ſhall-ſet up our banners, when Jehovah ſhall 
fulfil all thy requeſts. Now I have known, that 
Jehovah will help the Meffiah, his Chriſt, and will 
anſwer him from his ſanctuary with the mighty 
power of the right hand of Jeſus. Some put 
their truſt in chariots, and others in horſes, but 
we will cauſe the name of Jehovah our Alehim, 
(the Trinity in covenant) to be remembered: 
They are brought down and fallen, but We are 
riſen, and made ſtill to ſtand ſafe: For the King 
Jeſus) will put forth his power to ſave us: He 
en gi in m0 Wii's yh en we pray unto 
him Ft At d ii Saws bis 5 £21 
Theſe wg of the were In which. 

hey expreſs their faith in the future triumphs of 
the Lamb of God; and their hope in that one 
offering of his which was to perfect them for 
ever. The divine appointment, the divine ac- 
ceptance, the divine application of his ſacrifice, 
is the moſt noble ſubject, that could be ſung 
batdof5 | upon 
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upon earth r Indeed it is the ſubijs ct of heaven, 
and will he the harmony and concert of eternity. 
May the Holy Ghoſt put our hearts in tune to 
Join im it, and to adore and to bleſs the Lamb 
that rds lain, ſetting up our banners as they did, 
Nom. viii 37, 32 33, 34. conquerors over fin 
And, Satan, ant all their enemies. Wefhave the 
fine Jeſus/to rojoice in, and as good reaſon as 
aver believers had, to rejoice in him with a ful- 
neſt of joy. When the heart ſeels as happy as it 
can be here n God the Saviour, theſe are ſome 
—— of faith in his blood-— 
 "O,bwhat am Lthat ſuch a ſinner as I am 
ſhould be thus highly favoured! A child of 
vrath by mature, even as others, and by practice 


„ Sharing finned long with greedineſs. -againſt 


we, andd to enable me to believe, that there was 


light and convictionſinning and ſorrowing 
ſorrowing and firining from year to year- · a ſlave 
to the luſt of the fleſh, to the luſt of the eyes, and 
to the pride of life; every moment fit and ripe 
for hell; O what a monument of infinite pa- 
tience and long-ſuffering-pared from day to 
day, and at laſt called to the ſaving knowledge of 
Jeſuz. O what exceeding riches of grace are 
theſe that the Father would chooſe me in the 
Beloved; and give him to ſaye me from ſin and 
miſery: That he would ſend his Spirit to quicken 
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weray in Jeſus for me, even for me, and plente- 


— * hes i bunen cen he more in- 
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Zebtsd than J am, for ſuch miracles of grace. 
Glory be to God, in the higheſt. My Lord Je- 
ſus, the great God and-my Saviour, gave himſelf 
for me, that he might redeem me from all ini- 
quity, and might cleanſe me. from all ſin: Truſt- 
ing to his atonement, and to his righteouſneſs, 
I am led to admire the Father's full abſolutions 
« Thy ſits and thine iniquities I will remember 
no more.” Thanks be to him for this unſpeak- 
able gift. He has pronouriced them bleſſed, and 
he has cauſed me to feel ſome of their Bleſſed: 
neſs, "whoſe iniquities he has forgiven, and whoſe 
ſin he has covered; And therefore 1 look for- 
ward with thankfulneſs to the great day of re- 
demption, when Jeſus will-preſent me to Him- 
felf, hoh and without blemiſh as if Thad never 
ſinned . In this hope of ſalvation I triumph be- 
fore God. Now I fee the felicity of thy choſen 
«rejoice in the gladneſs of thy people and I 
glory with thine inheritance. Unto. him, who 
choſe me in his Son Unto him, who loved rie 
and waſhed me from my ſins in his own blood 
Unto him, who gave me this faith and keeps me 
in it; For this fellowſhip with r ate yn 
avs may 00; 07 vio 307 46 4, 0 
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maintained againſt its dominion For it reigneen 
abſolutely i in the children of diſobedience, and it 

neyer ceaſeth to ſtriye for maſtery in the children 
of God; who have an evil nature ſtillh-an old 
man, Who i is corrupt according to the des iafu ; 
luſts, and: Who i is to be put off eyery day denied 
in his deſires - mortified in his affections, and 
crucified in ene „Thus the command- 
ment runs, Mortify therefore your members 
Which are upon earth. And, the new. man, 
who is called to this pier vary is ordered to make 


uſe of Chriſt's fulneſs for promiſed courage, and 


ſtrength, and victory: For without Chriſt he can 


do nothing. Sin is deten Mus 4 * of lin: 


And he bas not only to ſight agai 


alſo againſt principalities and powers, -hoſtsof foes, 


united under the banner of the God of this world, 


trying all their cunning, and all their force to 
bring the believer back into the bondage of corr 


nnz and what he has of his own is on their fide. 
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His worſt foe is his indwelling fin, which hasa - 
complete body with all its members and luſts, 
always enticing to ſomething unlawful,: and 
tempting to the commiſſion of it. Every faculty 
is ready to become an inſtrument of n ere d 
neſs unto fin It is an abſolute tyrant;, who 
rules his ſlaves with the moſt cruel rigour, "_y 
ing them» captive to his will, although nothing 
but deſtruction and miſery be in their ways: 
I. mus original ſin is deſcribed in the ninth ar- 
ticle of our church it is the fault and corruption 
of every man born of Adam: And notwithſtand- 
ing it ſtill remaineth in the regenerate, yet there 
is a promiſe of daily and of complete victory 
over the tyrant. Thus it is written, Sin ſhall 
not have dominion over you, becauſe ye are not 
under the law, but under grace.“ Once ſin had 
full dominion, but it is taken away by the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt; not entirely deſtroyed, as to its be- 
ing, but as to its ruling power -Dethroned in 
the judgment, there ſeen as it is exceeding ſin - 
ful, exceeding dangerous Dethroned in the 
conſcience, the believer no longer under the lau- 
but under grace, is freed from condemnation 
Dethroned in the will : Not my will, Lord, but 
thine be done Dethroned in the heart, I hate 
all evil thoughts, but thy law. n O what 
love haye I unto thy law Dethroned in the life, 
| ries ae with its affections. 2nd: wm. the 


power of the debe plus: It is not quite dead; 
but 
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Soithat Moes nôt Enly teſigned/all his temporal 


925 ron or val 
bur it is put to a lingeriag tleath, kept Agon 


_ the croſs, dying daily. And ithus the ſin, whio 


is pardoned through the blood of Chriſt, is cor» 


quered by the arm of Chriſt, as it is written, 
cf He will ſubdue our iniquities, ànd faith in 


h/ promiſed help keeps them under, ſubdues 
them effactualhy, ſo that they do not reign in 


we mortab body 40 öbey chem in the luſts there- 


of. Takean inſtance of this triumphant faith. 


Whateber the hattiral man can ſet his heart 


upon, or ſceka his Happineſs in the luſt of tlie 


eſh che huſt of the eyes or the pride of life — 
| Moſes was enabled by: tlie Spirit of Chriſt to 


0 0 By faith, Moſes,” when he was 


| varkiecka years, refuſed to be called the ſon of 


e daughter, chooſing rather to : ſuffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy 


the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon, eſteeming che 


reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures 


of Egypt: Fer he had reſpect unto the recom- 
pence of the reward. What but almi; 


could have given him ſuch a complete victory? 
He gained entire dominion over fin, even when 


it came to tempt him with all ithe pleaſures, and 


riches; and Honors of the: world. He was made 
{wong in faith : ¶Cliriſt ruling in his heart brought 


tvery bigh wmought into fubjection to Rimſelf: 


uff Chriſt's Sake, hut what riatural 
un « great Patsdex] he choſe rer 


ty grace 
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proath,- >overty, miſery, rather than give up his 
intereſt in Ohriſt. This is the victory which ſill 
overcometh the world, even our faith: For the 
New: Teſtament furniſhes us with ſuch another 
inſtance of Chriſtian heroiſm in the apoſtle! of the 
Gentiles. He is giving an account of his ,own 
experience, and by what means he was nowno 
_ longer under the law, but under grace u ſimner 
ſaved from the ſentence of the broken law, and 
from all hope of being made righteous: by his 
own perſonal keeping of it: I, through the law, 
ſays he, am dead to the law, that I might live 
unto. God, &. Once he was alive without the 

law, When he thought proudly of his own'igaod 
fe, that concerning the law he was blameleſs; 
but when the commandment came in the power 
of the Spirit, then it ſlew him, and killed allchis 
former legal hopes. What he had truſted in be- 
fore for life, he now found to be unto death; 
And Chriſt, faith in Chriſt, was the only means 
dy vhich he ſaw he could live unto God, by his 

grace and to his glory. 7 By: this faith he then 
experienced the power oſ the crucified and riſen 
Jeſus I am in Chriſt, ſays; he, crucified with 
him, truly and ſpiritually dead to ſin, to ſelf, to 
the world, by the virtue of his croſs: Neverthe - 
leſs by the ſume faith in the ſame Jeſus, I live; 
the Spirit of liſe in him has quickened my ſpirit: 
He has given mea new birth into the ſpiritual = 
ye wid. has ae me to live upon the 
fulneſs 


** | | raid (OF FAITE: | 


fiſt of u en, 2 but Chriſt Reck in me 2” 


e e Sn of God, depen: 


— 


rea y now by faith, as. I hope 
Ive upon him by ene in heaven; * Yet not 1,” 
it of myſelf, nor do I continue it by 


And although I Tem to live outwardly like other 
men, yet the life which I now live in the fleſh, 41 


upon him every moment for freſh ſupplies of his | 


Spirit, to keep me in union and communion with 


d Father and the Son, and thereby he gives 
me to feel in my heart ſome of the bleſſings of 
that love of God in Chriſt, which. durpaſſeth 
knowledge: It is this that purifies my ſoul, and 
fanQifies :my:'life :'|Blefled, for ever bleſſed be 


mis name, 120 thus n * _ ye. nen . 


for me. 0} i ele 110 OA . 
Such e the ek e e al chriſtianity, They 


fougnt the. Lord's battles, and in the power of 


His might they ſubdued din: + They obtained 
dominion over it through faith in Jeſus: And 


the ſame faith in the ſame Jeſus is ſtill mighty 


through him to obtain as great victories. The 


truth of his promiſe, the faithfulneſs of the 
iſer the ſtrength of his arm to fulfill his 


. theſe did not fail Moſes, nor Paul 
never did never can fail any believer. Thus 
ſpeaketh the Lord unto them Sin ſhall not have 
duominion bver you--having pardoned it by my 
bloed I will —— men me, you . 
hall 33 an Ove 


Aenlun i a | | a | = $4, fn 2 
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n: Becauſe it fights in the ſtrength of Jeſus, 
to whom all things are poſſible, and who muſt 
"reign till he hath put all his enemies under his 

feet. And ſin and death ſhall be no more. 
Say, it is a beſetting ſin, this only gives more 
employment for faith, and for the power of 
Jeſus. It may be a ſin of conſtitution, breaking 
out into wrath and paſſion, that the man has no 
government of himſelf: But the Spirit of Chriſt 
can make him a new creature, and can enable 
him to put off the old man with his deeds, and 
to put on thé new man, which after God is 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. It 
may be a long habit of ſin : But is any thing foo 
hard for the Lord? Has he not promiſed—® A 
new heart will I give you, and I will put my 
i Spirit within you, and J will cauſe you to walk 
in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my command- 
ments and practiſe them.” Wherever grace 
reigns, this ſcripture is fulfilled. The armies of 
the Lord of hoſts fight under his banner, and no 
weapon formed againſt them can proſperKept 
by his mighty power they are daily more than con- 
querors, marching on triumphant over all oppoſi- 
tion: For he enables them to hold faſt the confi- 
dence, and the rejoicing of hope firm unto the 
end. Thus they were commanded to pray--- 
Order my ſteps, O Lord, according to thy 
word, and let not any iniquity have dominion 
over me.” They looked to his word, and to his 
| # Vor. II. 5 8 OY arm, 
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arm, for the right ordering of their Reps, believ- 
ing that he would keep theo ſteps of his ſaints, 

and fin ſhould not have dominion over them, now 
they were no longer under the law, but under 
the kingdom of his grace. The victory which 


5 he had promiſed, they expected, and he did put 


forth his power, according. to that good word 
wherein he had cauſed them to place their truſt. 
They found his grace ſufficient to ſubdue the 
tyranny of iniquity; yea, where ſin had abounded 
grace did much more abound in daily victory 
over its wiles, and its affaults. And the power 
of Chriſtreſting upon them, 2 were 128 in 
this ſpirit of prayer. 5 
O thou God and Father of our Lord: les 
Chriſt, ſtrengthen. me mightily by thy Spirit in 
the inner man, that Chriſt may dwell in my heart 
by faith, and I may have his ſtrength, to ſet 
againſt the power of my fins, and mine enemies. 
For orders, for courage, for perſeverance, for 
yo keg for eternal triumph, I look unto thee for 
Bleſſed be thy name, that thou haſt choſen 
me to be a ſoldier, and to fight under the banner 
of Jeſus. I will ſing unto the Lord, for he hath 
triumphed gloriouſly. He made all mine enemies 
his own, and they are now under his feet; and I 
believe according to thy good werd, that thou 
wilt put them under mine. Thou haſt conquered 
them for me, and haſt engaged to conquer. them 
in me, and by me. It is of . grace, 
„„ - © almighty 
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almighty Jeſus, that 1 am enabled to Ty my- 
ſelf, to take up my croſs, and to follow thee in 
this holy war: All my ſufficiency is from the 
freſh ſupplies of thy Spirit. O grant me then 
abundantly to the increaſe of my faith, and to 
the praiſe of thy promiſed help. Cauſe me to 
depend every moment upon it, let me experience, 
that when I am weakeſt in myſelf, I may be 
made ſtrongeſt in the Lord. And when 1 have 
nothing left me to glory in of mine own, then 
my ſoul may magnify the Lord, and my Spirit 
may. rejoice in God my Saviour. Behold, God 
is my ſalvation, I will truſt and not be afraid, 
becauſe the Lord Jehovah is my ſtrength and my 
ſong : He alſo is become my falvation. To his 
grace and power be all the glory! for ever and 
ever. Amen, and Amen. 1 
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"The believer" s- triumph over bis þ 7 oubles 25 


e 15 is N and the ads 
ſinner is enabled to fight the good fight of faith 
5 againſt it, yet there i is another enemy aſſaulting 

him to the laſt moment of his life. Fallen man 
is born to trouble. The man in Chriſt is fo far 
from heing exempt, that many are the troubles 
of the righteous. Heis in common with others, 

liable to pain and poverty, and to affliftions of 
every kind: He is by his very profeſſion expoſed 
to ſome of the moſt trying nature---his owning 

Chriſt-—his following Chrift-—his conformity to 
 Chriſt---give offence, provoke the malice of 
wicked men, and the rage of wicked ſpirits. 
Wave does not follow waye more certainly, than 
every day brings its freſh troubles, and forces the 
bheliever to ſeek for aids, and comforts out of 

himſelf. This is a fore fight of afflictions. To bear 
up under them with any patience, and to reap 
profit from them, is a taſk above the power of mere 

man. Every little pain ſtirs up murmuring and im- 

patience, and this rebellion againſt God's will is 
; the parent of a thouſand fretful tempers: And 
theſe, exerciſed by ſharp ſuffering, render the man 


ond miſerable. It his ſuffering continues long, in- 
creaſes 


— 
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creaſes much, it often drives the poor finner to 
deſpair ; and if he has no Saviour to flee unto, 
he 'is' ſometimes guilty of ſelf-murder, and dies 
in an act of fin, ruſhing head-long into everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction- The wiſdom of man, of Cato 
himſelf, furniſhing no better remedy _ the 
numerous evils of human life. 

To man thus expoſed to ſuffering, and helpleſs 
under it, his ſuffering remaining as long as ſin 
remains, how neceſſary muſt be the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt? He has vouchſafed to give us 
his promiſes of help, ſuited to every poſſible caſe 
of diſtreſs. When it is his will, that any of his 
people ſhould be tried, he engages to make the 
trial of their faith much more precious than that 
of gold, which periſheth. He is with them, 
preſent” with his divine ſupports 'and holy com- 
forts. Call upon me, ſays he, in 'the day of 
trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify 
me: Many are the troubles of the righteous, 
but out of them all the Lord delivereth them.” 
They acknowledge it with gratitude, God 
was our refuge and ſtrength, we have found him 


a very preſent help in trouble,” helping us to 


bear up under the heavieſt preſſures, keeping 
his everlaſting arms underneath us, as long as we 
ſuffer, and if the ſufferings increaſe, increaſing 
our faith and patience, until they have n their 
. work. N 

| When 


— 
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When through the aids of his Spirit: theſe 
3 have their full credit, through his in- 


ward peace, which he alone can give, and which 
the world cannot take away: When he makes the 


heart to feel happy in God, enjoying the peculiar 


ſupports of the goſpel, and living up to its pri- 


vileges, then the believer finds the apoſtle's ex- 


perience to be true always ſorrowful, yet 


always rejoicing,” and ſometimes with a fulneſs 
of joy, according to what is written, © But now, 
thus ſaith the Lord, that created thee, O Jacob, 
and he that formed thee, O Iſrael, Fear not, for 
I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 


name, thou art mine: When thou paſſeſt 
through the waters, I will be with thee, and 
through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee; 


when thoy walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt 


not be . burnt, neither ſhall the flames kindle 
upon thee: For I am the Lord thy God, the 
/ Holy One of Iſrael thy Saviour: Fear. not, for I. 
am with thee,” to ſupport, to deliver. This is 


ſpoken to the redeemed, who are God's property, 
and whom he bought with a great price. What 

could the Lord God engage to do for them 
more, than is here promiſed, in order to ſtill all | 


| __ their guilty fears, and to quiet all their natural 


fears? Truſting to the redemption that is in the 


blood of the Lamb, they are under his keeping, 
1 5 they go out in his pra to meet their trials and 


their 
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their enemies. Jeſus is with them, on their ſide; 
and therefore believing in him, they need not 
fear any fuffering. Jehovah is their Alehim, 


their covenant God in Trinity, their ſworn allies, 


engaged by his almighty arm to ſave them from 
all evil, and to give them all poſſible good. 
the Lord, ſays he, do keep thee -I will water 
thee with the dew of heaven every moment 
leſt any hurt thee, I will keep thee night and 
day.“ Having ſuch great and exceeding pre- 
cious promiſes, with what holy courage ſhould 
the believer look up to a faithful God, and what 
ſtrong conſolation ſhould they afford him, when 
he is to go through the fire or through the water. 
He may ſing with Jonah, “I will ſacrifice unto 
thee with the . of thanksgiving-ſalvation 
is of the Lord.“ Or with the triumphant faith 
of the three children who were not afraid to go 
into the furnace, heated ſeven times hotter than 
uſual, fully perſuaded, that whether they lived 
or died Jeſus would be with them. Threatened 
to worſhip Nebuchadnezzar's image, They 
ſaid, O king, we are not careful to anſwer thee 
in this matter; if it be ſo; our God, whom we 
ſerve, is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thy hand, 
O king.“ And he did, he went with them into 
the fire, and they walked in the midſt of the 


flames unhurt. The n Jeſus is daily n | 
the 


— 
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| the fame "RE" He has approved himſelf in 
all ages to be the friend of his afflicted people: 
© - Whatever he ſends to them, he ſends it with his 
bleſſing. So they teſtify.— We know that ALI. 
things work together for good to them that love 
God.” They knew it by his promiſe, and they 
felt it by experience: It is good for us that we 
have been in trouble: We have gone through 
many ſeas and ſtorms of affliction, and through 
the raging fire of perſecution, not only unhurt, 
but benefited: For Chriſt was with us. As the 
ſufferings of Chriſt abounded ; fo our conſolation 
abounded by Chriſt: He feels for them, as his 
members, and has bowels of the tendereſt com- 
paſſion. In all their affliction he is afflicted. He 
brings in his ſupports, and comes with his de- 
lverance in the beſt time. He leaves en. 
ation of fin in the conſcience, but gives and 
maintains a ſweet peace with God. O what 
matter of triumph is it, when this peace rules 
in the heart, always, and by all means teſtify- 
| rn Since God is for us, who can be againſt 
us? He that ſpared not his own ſon, but deliver; 
ed him up for us all, 5 ſhall he not with him 
alſo freely give us all things? Who ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's elect ? It is God 
that juſtifieth, who! is he that condemneth? It 
is Ohriſt that died, yea, rather that 1s rilen again. 
uh is cen at the right hand of God, who alſo 
waketh Ga: for ras. 3c T hanks without 
© oy - ceaſing 
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_ ceaſing be to Jeſus, the Lamb that was ſlain for 
this complete and eternal victory over ſin: The 
apoſtle carries on his praiſes, Rom. viii. that 
through Jeſus all outward oppoſition ſhall fall 
before us Who ſhall ſeparate. us from Chriſt's 
love to us? Shall tribulation; or diſtreſs; or per- 
ſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or 
ſword? As it is written, For thy ſake we are 
EkEilled all the day long, we are accounted as 

ſheep for the ſlaughter: Nay, in all theſe things 
we are more than conquerors through him that 
hath loved us.“ His love is in them all ap- 


points them, ſends them, proportions them, and 


they conquer them all in his ſtrength, not only 
conquer, but are more than conquerors: They 
are great gainers; they gain what is better than 
all the world, freſh proof of his love, they gain 
experience of it: For they find that nothing can 
Hurt them, now he has taken them under his 
protection. For this his divine ſupport we are 
taught to pray daily, aſking it as a matter of 
mere favour, and expecting it only through the 
grace and interceſſion of our great High Prieſt-- 
We humbly beſeech thee, O Father, merci- 
fully to look upon our infirmities, and for the 
glory of thy name turn from us all thoſe evils 
which we moſt righteouſly have deſerved, and 
grant that in all our troubles we may put our 
whole truſt and confidence in thy mercy, and 

| evermore ſerve thee in hahaeſs;, and pureneſs of 
fe Pro i | | 3 


and advocate Jeſus + Chriſt hw: f 


wen a_ bs __ prayer of _ outward rials 

| 230 de Mert ttled with its whole truſt and 
confidence upon his promiſed help: So that if 
the trials increaſe, he makes them redound to 
the glory of God. If the outward man be 4 
greater ſuſferer, even ready to periſh, he renews 
the inward man day by day: He brings in abun- 
dant grace to fanctify abundant ſuſferings: 
Whereby he fatisfies the hearts of the ſufferers, 
that theſe light afffictions which are but for a 

moment, will work for them a far mote excel 
Jent and eternal weight of glory. The hope of 
this keeps them patient and thankful.” By the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt; they know this eter- 
riumph will be ſoon. Vet a very, vety little 
white; they will be favoured with the fight of 
the king in his beauty: They ' ſhall ſit down 
With him in His throne, and ſhall oo. whe ee | 
forever and ever OI 
Por the farther cotifir atior el our taube be 
bas fet before us a eloud of witneſſes, who teſtify, 
with one voice, that he ſanctified all their troubles, 
atid türned them into covenant bleffings. So one 
of them fHd—= I wilt bleſs the Lord at all 
kimes, His" Praiſe ſhalÞ*contmually be in my 
| moth My" boar ill make ber böaſt in the 
Inivit * e = e, 
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Iu the humble ſhall hear thereof MY be 
glad: O magnify the Lord with me, and let us 
exalt his name together: I ſought the Lord, and 
he heard, and delivered me from all my fears. 
The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and 
delivereth them out of all their troubles.” Their 
very troubles become matter of triumph. He 
ſhut. them up in the ark, and they were ſaved, 
when he drowned the world of the ungodly. 
Deter ſpeaking from experience ſays, The Lord 


| . knoweth how to deliver the godly out of their | 


_ troubles, as he did righteous Lot, when he over- 
__ threw Sodom and Gomorrah. The more the 
Egyptians oppreſſed his people, the more they 
multiplied and grew. Behold, the buſh burned 
With fre, and the buſh was not conſumed. The 
- fire of perſecution: raged againſt the church, but 
the blood of the martyrs was fruitful, and increaſ- 
EE ed it both in number and in grace. The ſeed of 
the wicked one have been at enmity with the 
Children of the promiſe from the beginning, but 
theſe truſted in the Captain of their ſalvation, 
and he led them on conquering and to conquer: 
Through faith they ſubdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, ſtopped the 
mouths of lions, . quenched the violence of fire, 
eſcaped: the edge of the ſword, out of weakneſs 
were made ſtrong, waxed valiant in fight; turned 


to flight the armies. of the aliens, women receiv 


* their dead raiſed to life again, and others were 
2 tortured 
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© tortured not accepting deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better reſurteCtion”—theſe and 
tme other worthies mentioned, Hebrews, chap. xi. 
did wonders through Chriſt, who ſtrengthened 
them; They loved not their lives unto death, 

fully: perſuaded, that when he ſhould call them 
to it, he would be with them, and would enable 
them to" finiſh” their courſe with joy. And he 


did: For they all obtained a good report through 


faith, leaving us an example to follow the ſteps 
of their faith, and encouraging us to do it with 
holy boldneſs, whatever troubles we meet with in 
_ our way. We may, we ought to rejoice in tri- 
bulation: For we have the ſame Jeſus to look 
unto, the author and the finiſſier of their faith 
and ours, the ſame promiſes of his ſupport, the 
fame almighty arm to make them good, and the 
ſame matter of triumph, which they experienced, 
whom he led on from ſtrength to ſtrength, until 
every one of them in Sion appeared before God. 
This is the certain heritage of the ſervants of the 
Lord, and their righteouſneſs 1 men is s of 8 
me, ſaith the Lord. POO $9. e, ee ls 
Of the ſame: un were our . 
; 30 ich they give us in theſe remarkable words in 
one of their prayers; O God, who art the au- 
thor of peace, and lover of concord, in know- 
jedge of whom ſtandeth our eternal life, whofe 
ſervice 4s perfect freedom: Defend us thy hum- 
ble ſervants in all aſſaults of our einde that 
ine e we 
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we ſurely truſting in thy defence may not fear 
the power of any adverſaries, e e _ 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen 
And to the ſame purpoſe in "ey of Wein 0 
Aer they thus expreſs themſelves: * All cor- 
rection which God ſendeth us in this preſent 
time, ſeemeth to have no joy and comfort, but 
ſorrow and pain, yet it bringeth with it a taſte 
3 of God's mercy, . and goodneſs, towards them 
that be ſo corrected, and a ſure hope of God's 
everlaſting conſolation in heaven. If then theſe 
ſorrows, diſeaſes; and ſickneſſes, and alſo death 
atſelf, be nothing elſe but our heavenly Father's 
rod, whereby he certifieth us of his love, and 
gracious fayour, whereby he trieth and purifieth 
us, whereby he giveth unto; us holineſs, and cer- 
tifieth us that we be his children, and he our 
merciful Father: Shall we not then with all hu- 
mility, as obedient and loving children, joyfully 
Ekiſs our heavenly Father's rod, and ever ſay in 
our heart, with our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Father, 
if this anguiſh and ſorrow: which I feel, and death 
which I ſee approach, may not paſs, but that thy | 
will is that I muſt ſuffer them, hy di be done. 
O thou hope of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof ĩ in 
the time of trouble, I acknowledge my reluctance 
to take up thy croſs, and my wWeakneſs in bearing 
it, hold thou me up by freſh ſupplies of thy Spirit, 
that I may be ſafe. Let thy ſtrength be perfect- 


ed in „ Thy promiſ s of help are 
DAST: 5 exceeding 
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truth of them, — — 
right uſe of them. Enable me in patience to 
poſſeſs my ſoul, that when it is thy will to = 
my faith, I may live up to my privileges, and 
may find it better to ſuffer with Chriſt than to 
reign with the world. O Lord, thou haſt ſhew- 
ed this favour to Moſes, and thou haſt done 
more than this Thou haſt made thy witneſſes 
glorify thee in the fires they have marched on, 
fighting thy battles againſt hoſts of foes, and they 
did not account their lives dear to themſelves, ſo 
they might finiſh their courſe with joy, and die 
in faith, bleſſing and praiſing thy holy name. O 
chou faithful God, thou art the fame to us now, | 


as thou waſt to them. Lead ine on then in my 


ſtrength, truſting” in thy word, and leaning on 
thine arm. Thou haſt promiſed thy flock, and I 
bope 1 am one of them My ſheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me, 


| 5 and 1 give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall 


never perith, neither ſhall any Pluck them out 
of my hand.” O thou good Shepherd, let me 
truſt in thy love, and feel thy ſupports, that 
whatever lies before me to be done or ſuffered, 
Imay be enabled to do it, and to ſuffer it by the 
continual ſapplics'sf thy Spirit. Aud by his in- 
fluence help me to perſevere, till I win the prize 
of my high calling; and be admitted to join that 

great company, whom no one can number, who 
5 ah DAT * 2 | | a n | 
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| ſtand before the throne of God and the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands: Theſe are they who came our of great 
| tribulation, and have waſhed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb": 
Therefore are they before the throne of God, 
and ſerve him day and night in his temple, and 
he that ſitteth upon the throne ſhall dwell among 
them: They ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt 
any more, neither ſhall the ſun ſmite them, nor 
any heat: For the Lamb who is in the midſt of 
the throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them 
unto living fountains of water: and God ſhall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes. O m h 
Jeſus, I bleſs thee for this moſt glorious proſpect: 
It is of thy mere grace that I am in any meaſure 
enabled to join that great company: It is entire- 
ly of thy ſpecial” favour that J have any good 
hope to come to their glory: For this, and for 
all thy mere ies, to thee with the Father, and the 
eternal Spirit, the three in one Jehovah, I give 
honour, and glory, and thanks, to-day," and 1 
hope to do it k per Oat pianos, ihe yr ever and ever. 
nee aa len, a as Re 16192 
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＋ is ante hl men once al — The 


time is fixed by an immutable decree. The days ' 


of qur years are threeſcore years and ten, and if 
by; reaſon of ſtrength they be fourſcore years, 
yet is their ſtrength labour and forrow : For it is 
Joon cut off, and we fly away. If ſome be per- 

mitted to liye longer, yet the infirmities of old 
age muſt; arrive, bringing with them labour and 


Will. become languid. The ſenſes of the body 
will, grow dull: and heavy. The faculties of the 
mi be impaired, and will. diſcover it by 
not e 80 proper names. In this decline 
of life believers are ſubject to the ſame infirmi- 


: ties, with otherimen.: They, have no exemption 


from pain, or ſickneſs, or death: But they have 
that which keeps up their ſpirits, and makes 
them patient and joyful. The .conſolations of 


God are then moſt needed, and he has promiſed 


them, and he is faithful: He never failed them, 
who truſted in him. He has ſuited his promiſes 
n ties of Age. He knows = QUF - 


frame perfectly, and has deſcribed it with an un- 
x ng * 4 Aalululs, chap. xii. _ when we 
SHHD "> feel 


ſorrow, the forerunners of death. Circulation 


a 


TRIVMPH OF AI. 281 


feel the ſigns of old age, we may apply to him 
for grace to profit by them. The ſymptoms there 


given are infallibly true and juſt, and are as o 


many monitors, warning the man, that the vi- 
gour of life is declining, and that the body is 
returning to the earth from whence it came. 
Happy is he who takes this warning, and re- 


members his Creator in the days of his youth, 


before the weariſome days come, of weakneſs 


and pain. He has fled: to Jeſus for refuge-land: 


finds and experiences what he has engaged to 


do for his people, when heart and fleſh begin to 


fail them. Bleſſed be his grace for the abundant 


proviſion which he has made for their faith and 


patience: He ſays to them, I will be with you, 
F will never leave you, nor forſake you: So that 
you may boldly ſay, The Lord is our helper, and 
we, need not fear what the infirmities of age can 


do unto us. One of them, the Chriſtian Hero, 
thus encouraged himſelf in the Lord his God 


« Thou art my hope, O Lord God, thou art my, 


truſt even from my youth: By thee have I been 


holden up from the womb: Thou art he that 


took me out of my mother's bowels: My praiſe 
ſhall be continually of thee I am a wonder unto 


many, but thou art my ſtrong refuge.” This was 


his truſt: And God did not forſake him. He 
remembered his word unto his ſervant, wherein 
he had cauſed him to depend. There failed not 
aught of any good thing, which the Lord had 


"Nor. Il. T __"_ 
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ſpoken unto him. O what great eneouragement ; 
have believers to follow the ſteps of his faith! 

For his God is their God, the ſame yeſterday, to- 
day, and for ever, to young and old, who p it. 
their truſt in him. His promiſe to the Iſrael of 
God cannot be broken. Thus he pledges his 
word of truth to them, giving them a warrant to 


_ unto him, My mouth ſhall be filled with. 


thy praiſe, and with thy honour all the day long: 
For thou wilt not caſt me off in the time of old 
age, thou wilt not forſake me, when my ſtrength 
faileth.“ To this prayer the Lord inclined his 
car, and vouchſafed this gracious anſwer: 
% Hearken unto me, O houſe of Jacob, and 
all the remnant of the houſe of Iſrael, which are 
borne by me from the belly, which are carried 
from the womb, and even to your old age I am 


1 have made and I will bear you, even IL Will 
carry, and I will deliver you.” Theſe are ſome. 
of his rich cordials for the aged: He provided 


them in his love, and he is ſenſibly. touched with 
the feeling of their infirmities in adminiſtering 


them: For he himſelf took our infirmities, and 
hare our ſickneſſes. His compaſſions bind him 
to comfort and relieve his old diſciples: And 
when. they apply to him in time of need, he is 
ever preſent to grant them his promiſed help: 
Yea; ſo ſuited to their caſe; as to make them 
5 grow in grace, as they grow in . They 
„„ | brin 
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bring forth fruit in their old age, the adbla fruit 
of humility, and the ripe fruit of chankfulneſs; 5 
fruit that endureth unto everlaſting life. We 
have an happy inſtanee of this in God's good- 
neſs to an antient believer; who lived to be an 
hundred and ſeventy-five years old. He was the 
friend of God, who had bleſſed Abraham through 
life, and that in all things, and who even to 
Hoary hairs loaded him with bleſſings. For God 
had promiſed him, Thou ſhalt go to thy fathers 
in peace, thou ſhalt be buried in a good old 
age; and the ſacred hiſtorian relating the ful- - 
filling of the promiſe, ſays, He gave up the 
ghoſt, and died in a good old age, an old man, 
and full of years, and was gathered to his peo- 
ple. | His old age was good, in body and ſoul. 
Whatever infirmities he had, they were intended 
for good, and actually did him good. He was 
a very cheerful pleaſant old inan. The peace of 
his mind had a ſweet influence on his temper and 
behaviour. It kept him from being fretful and 
peeviſh in his family. He was loving to his 
children, and kind to his ſervants: God himſelf 
being witneſs. He was alſo happy in his laſt 
years : For he ſpent them in faith, and when 
they came to an end, he died in peace; with 
his laſt breath he committed his ſpirit into the 
hands of him who had redeemed it, f years : 
It is in the original one word —he was ſatisfied: 


| So. it is rendered, Pſalm xvii. 15, As for me ©: 
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ſhall behold thy face in righteouſneſs : I ſhall be 
ſatisſied, when I awake up after thy likeneſs.” 

He was ſatisfied with what he had enjoyed of 
the favour: and friendſhip of his God; who had 
been his ſhield to defend him from all ſins and 
enemies, and alſo had promiſed to be his ex- 
ceeding great reward: This he obtained, when 
he was gathered to his people, to the general 
aſſembly and church of the firſt-born, and to the 
moſt bliſsful communion of the Three in Je- 


_* - hovah:. All the children of faithful Abraham, 


treading in the ſteps of his faith, have the ſame 
God to deal with, who. keepeth promiſe for 
ever. It is recorded of Iſaac, the heir of the 

ſame promiſe with his father, that he died in 
the ſame faith, an old man. He was tried with 

many infirmities, but we read of no complaints, 
though he was an hundred and eighty years of 
age. He expired in praiſe and thankfulneſs, 


ſatisfied with life, and happy in the proſpect 


beyond death. And his ſon Jacob, an hundred 
and forty-ſeven years old when he was dying, 


rde bad wiited for the: ſalvation © 


of God; waiting faith is ſtrong faith: And after 
he had bleſſed his children, and had given com- 
mandment concerning his bones, he quietly, as 
if he had been going to ſleep, gathered up his 
feet into the bed, and died in peace, an old 
man, and ſatisfied. All theſe lived in the world, 


e and pilgrims, —_ for a city that 
* hath 
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. hach foauditicis:- zhoſe builder and maker is 
God: And they were not diſappointed of their 
Hope, they all died in faith—in' an att of faith, 
and were gathered to their people, to the gene- 
ral aſſembly and church of the firſt-born. When 
they came to the end of their faith, they came 
to heaven. The moment they expired, they 
entered the city, which God had prepared for 
them: And their bodies, ſleeping in the duſt, 
are in the covenant of life, and ſhall be raiſed 
and glorified in the morning of the reſurrection: 
For our Lord proves that the dead ſhall riſe 
from this very circumſtance : He fays to the 
Jews“ Have ye not read in the book of Moſes, 
how in the buſh God ſpake unto him, faying, I 
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Ifaac, 
and the God of Jacob: He is not the God of 
the dead, but the God of the living.” In this 
faith the patriarchs died: being children of the 
reſurrection, they left their bodies in the hand 
and care of a covenant God, well afſured that 
de would raiſe them up to glory, and life ever- 
taſting, according to that good word, wherein 
he had cauſed them to put their truſt. 
= Theſe examples of the loving-kindneſs of 
God to his aged ſervants were recorded for our 
learning: That believers, if God by his provi- 
dence ſhould bring them to old age, might be 
encouraged to truſt in the God of Abraham, 


| e and Jacob, with ſuch à confidence of 
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their hearts, as not to doubt of the divine truth, 
or of the divine power. Whatever he was to . 
them, he is the ſame to us—Our God as well as 
- theirs—Our covenant God engaged to glorify” 


both body and ſoul : On whom we are com- 


manded to caſt all our cares and concerns in ex- 
treme old age. If what is of nature be failing, 
What is of grace cannot. If the life of ſenſe bo 

dying, the life of faith ſhould flouriſh the more: 
It is a life that cannot die: For the branches 
thriye and bring forth fruit in their old age, not 


of themſelves, but becauſe they are engrafted 


into the heavenly vine, in which they live for 


ever. I am the vine, fays Jeſus, ye are the 


branches; he that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the ſame bringeth forth much fruit: For without 


me ye can do nothing.” But through my Spirit 


ſtrengthening you, he will make you bud and 


flouriſh, and fill the face of the world with fruit. 


He will ſo fill you with the fruits of righteouſs 
neſs, Which are” through Chriſt Jeſus, to the 


glory and praiſe of God, that "Emi 110 oy _— 

be your beſt days. 8 
In this view of old age, it may en a 

favourable time for - exerciſing and improving 


faith: Becauſe the activity of the life of ſenſe is 
abating, and thereby many things are removed, 
which before obſtructed the growth of the ſpis 
ritual life. Now is the time to learn to walk by, 
faith, and not by ſenſe. A believer, young in 


years, 


— 
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years, and young in experience, is of en tempted 
to judge of himſelf by his feelings, more than by 
the word of God. In a good frame he is a good 
believer. Then all is well with him. But when 

he is walking in darkneſs, he is very apt to 
queſtion his ſtate If all be right with me, why 
am I thus? My preſent frame is very dull and 
uncomfortable I am not ſo lively as I uſed to 

be in prayer or in ordinances—my delight in 

God, and the things of God, is far ſhort of what 
it was formerly perhaps I have been deceiving 
myſelf, and crying, _ Ow when _— 
was no peace for, me. 

From this temptation age itſelf 182: fore of 
nfo Self- activity is weakened, and 
thereby through grace felf. dependence. The 
believer, if he be a good ſcholar, will now 
jearn to walk more by faith, and leſs by fight. 
The vigour of his ſenſes is decaying. The high 
ſpirits of youth are abating. His preſent leſſon 
is very plain and ſimple, and while he attends 
to what is paſſing in him, and about him, he 
has a thouſand monitors, calling upon him now 
to learn and practiſe a perfect dependence on 
thoſe things which are always one and the ſame, 
without any variableneſs, or the leaſt ſhadow. of 
turning, One record of God. One Saviour. 
One Spirit. One faith, of which the Saviour is 
the author and the finiſher; This faith is made 
to grow and flouriſh, as there is leſs dependence 

Fo 1 
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dn other things: And as abe itſelf tends to 

weaken this dependence, it becomes in the hand 
df the Holy Spirit, a favourable time to live leſs 
upon the things which are ſeen, and more upon 
the things which are not ſeen. Leſs of ſenſe, 
more of faith. One ſcale riſes as the other falls. 
The outward man dying, the inward man grows 
more lively yea, grows up into Chriſt Jeſus, 
and that in all things. O bleſſed old man thou 


ow 


' haſt lived to a good time, when this is thy ex- 


canſt caſt all thy burdens | on thy Saviour: 
* Lord, keep me, a poor helpleſs creature 
Now I feel that of myſelf, I can do nothing, as 
_  F:ovghit, or as I wiſh to do--—Glorify thy grace 
in me, and ſtrengthen me mightily by thy Spirit 
in the inner man, that I may bleſs thee for thy 
falvation, and for the things which accompany 


falvation-—Into/ thy faithful hands for life and 


death, I commit myſelf,” and all my concerns; 
for thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord, che m 

ii, FO 

+ Suk! maſt. be ak, that od 0 e i 
not produce theſe happy effects of: itſelf, It is 


5 not of nature, but entirely of grace, that any 


one is able to gain ſuch ſpiritual proſit from 
5 bodily. infirmities. The mere natural man, for- 
tify him with all his boaſted aids of reaſon, and 
philoſophy, yet he cannot help murmuring, when 


age brings weakneſs, and ſickneſs brings pains- 
CN 1 He 
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** becomes. Peeviſh and fretful. Having ne 
friendſhip with God, he cannot look up the 
divine. ſupports, when all bum begin to fail 
him. Under a ſevere ſit of the ſtone, or a long 
fit of the gout, he is often out of all patience, 
Uneaſy in himſelf, he is out of humour with 
every body and every thing. How different is 
the believer in the ſame circumſtances! His 
body feels pain as others do: But his mind is 
comfortable, and at eaſe. Happy in God, he 
has patience given him to bear his ſufferings; 
and grace to profit from them; yea, the peace 
of God rules in his ot always, Aſk: * all 
means. | 
An old man nah this Mans 3 furpaliath 
all underſtanding, ruling in his heart, will he ſo 
far from complaining, that he has every, thing ta 
be thankful for, which can render him bleſſed 
of the Lord. He is provided with an infallible- 
antidote againſt all that old age can try him 
with-—lIt is true, I have an infirm body, but 
thank God, I have a ſound mind: Age has 
brought upon me great weakneſs, but this makes 
more room for the power of God, that it may be 
perfected in my weakneſs. I have many pains, 
but not ſo many as he has comforts to give me; 
in the worſt of them he keeps me patient, Father 
thy will ebe done I have an afflicted body, but 
Lhave an happy heart: although the outward 


mn be periſhing, yet L faint not, becauſe the 
inward 
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intvard mul is renewed day by day My ſupports 
are great; the conſolations of God not a few 
feel the ſymptoms of old age warning me daily 
of my approaching diffolution,” through grace 1 
take the Warning they find me living, and I 
hope they will find me dying, in the faith of the 
Son of God. The earthly tabernacle. is taking 
down, but he does it with much tenderneſs and 
love, and aſſures me, that he has prepared for 
me 4 —— made with hands, eternal in the 
vens. May he who keeps it for me, and me 
for it, er leave me nor forſake me, till I be 
with Him: „where he is, and be like him, and 
enjoy him for ever and ever? Vet a very, very 
little while 101d on faith and patience, and I 
ſhall ſee Tow us" = bis glo oy . nn is the heaven 
of heavens. ee ICC 2 
* thou Rae eaiehfat High prieft, Jeſus 
Chriſt, I bleſs thee for thy kind promiſes to the 
aged. Thou haſt fuited them i in great mercy to 
all their infirmities, and thou art always with 
them to help i in time of need! I begin to feel 
the ſad effects of ſin in my body, weakening it, 
and tending to bring it down to its appointed 
end. To thee T look, almighty Jeſus, for thy 
Promiſed grace. O grant me conſtant ſupplies 
of thy Spirit, that I may profit by my infirmities, 
| may exereiſe and improve my faith in thee, that 
hey” may keep me humble, and I may Pray 
more in faith, and keep me thank ful, "ut I may 
DUR t ; be 
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be more in praiſe. Thine arm is not Wortened, 
nor can thy compaſſions fail. Stand by me then, 
and hold me up according to thy word. Make 
me ſtrong in thy ſtrength, that I may daily put 
more honour upon thy love and thy power. In 
the decline of life, let me not doubt of thy faith- 
fulneſs to ſupport, and when thou ſeeſt it beſt to 
comfort me. Vouchſafe me the conſolations of 
God, when my heart and my fleſn fail me, then 
be thou the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion 
for ever. When I am weakeſt in myſelf, then 
make me ſtrongeſt in the Lord; and if it be thy 
holy will, that I ſhould become quite helpleſs, an 
infant again, make me to he quiet in thy hand, 
without murmuring or repining, but believing 
that thou art all my ſalvation, and enjoying in 
thee all my deſire. Grant me this, Lord Jeſus; 
for 1 mercies ſake, Jet me. mie faith. A 
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Max Soriifty my two parts, a' 84% 4 and a 
ſoul. The'bodily life is dependent on the light 
and air of this world, and on the circulation, 
which they maintain and carry on. When this 
connexion is broken, the body expires, it loſes 
all ſenſe and motion, and is dead.” So the life 
of the ſaul is dependent on the light and air of 
the ſpiritual world. Jehovah in Trinity is the 
ereator, the only fountain of being, and there 
can be nothing independent of him: Chriſt is 
the light, and the Holy Spirit is the breath or 
ir of all ſpiritual life, and when this connexion 


is broken, although the ſoul may exiſt, yet its 
happineſs in God is broken, and at an end. 


Sin, that great murderer fin, brought death upon 


body and ſoul: For as by one man ſin entered 
into the world, and death by fin, fo death paſſed 
upon all men, for that all have ſinned:“ And 


we read, The foul that ſinneth it ſhall die, fin 
ſeparating it from its union, and thereby cutting 


it off from its communion with the Father of 
ſpirits. In the moment that Adam finned the 
TpiritiaFdeath took place: For he had loſt the 

ſpirit of life, and was dead in treſpaſſes and ſins: 


8 „„ 


And that ſame moment his body became mortal, 

although he lived nine hundred years after. 
Thus we have ſin, and death, and miſery, en- 
tailed upon all his deſcendants, from the firſt 
Adam, who is of the earth, earthy. O how 
precious to a ſinner in theſe circumſtances ſhould 
be the ſecond Adam, tlie Lord from heaven, 
who ſtands at the head of thy ſpiritual world, 
that he may give his righteouſneſs, and his life, 
and his happineſs, to all that believe in himd 
He comes Jehovah of hoſts in our nature, as 
our champion to fight our battles, and to con- 
quer all our foes. Immanuel was made ſin for 
us, and he died for our ſins according to the 
ſcriptures, when the Lord laid upon him the 
iniquity of us all, and was buried and roſe again 


the third day according to the ſcriptures. | We 


read therein of his noble challenge to death and 
the grave: © I will ranſom my people from the 
power of the grave, I will redeem them from 
death--O death, I will be thy plagues=-O grave; 
I will be thy deſtruction, repentance ſhall be 
hid from mine eyes.” It was the Captain of our 
falvation, the Lord of hoſts is his name; who 
purpoſed this in the everlaſting councils, and in 
due time fulfilled it by his almighty power: 

« Becauſe the children were partakers of fleſh 
and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of 
the ſame, that through death he might deſtroy 


him who had the power of death, that is the 
SHER 3 | devil, 
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devil, and might deliver them, who through 
fear of death were all their life-time ſubject to 
bondage O what infinite condeſcenſion is 
this, What love, ſurpaſſing all knowledge! The 
moſt high God is manifeſ in the fleſh; that as God 
in our nature, he might be our furety to act and 
ſuffer for us men; and for our ſalvation. Ac- 
cordingly he takes our ſins upon himſelf, bears 
the guilt and puniſhment of them in his own 
body and ſoul upon the tree, gives his own life 
eke for ours, that by his death we might 
live. Ile was buried, but he roſe again the 
third day, having looſed the bonds of death, be- 
dauſe it was not poſſible that he ſhould be holden 
of it. In this conflict with death and the grave, 
repentance was hid from his eyes. He. knew 
What he was to go through, more than any of 
us can conceive of pain and agony, yet he would 
not change his purpoſe of grace, although he 
Was to become obedient unto death, the moſt 
tormenting, the moſt ſhameful, even the death 
of the croſs. His enemies having brought him to 
the grave, and the ſealed ſepulchre, ſeemed then 
0 have him i in their power. So they thought: 
But here Jeſus made his complete and eternal 
triumph. By his reſurrection he ſwallowed up 
death in victory: Fer he did not riſe as a Pri- p 
vate perſon, but as the firſt fruits of the dead, 
drawing the joyful barveſt,after, him, ITbe Lord 
25 riſen ne the head ofthe bodys the church, 
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and has the power of an endleſs life to quicken 
all his members. In which moſt glorious proſ- 
pect, the apoſtle, quoting the paſſage above 
mentioned, breaks out into theſe raptures of 
joy, ſeeing all his enemies vanquiſhed, and no- 
ching but bliſs and glory before him O death, 
where is thy ſting, O grave, where is thy victory? 
The ſting of death is ſin, and the ſtrength of ſin 
is the law.“ The law armed death with its 
ſting, as the juſt wages of the tranſgreſſion of the 
law: But Jeſus: our ſurety magnified the law oy 
his holy life in all its precepts, and by his deat 
in all its penalties. He died for our fins, and by 
his riſing from the dead, he demonſtrated that he 
had taken out its ſting, and had diſarmed it of 
its power to hurt: Nay had done much more 
Ae had changed death into life. © am the 
reſurrection and the life, ſaith the Lord; he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall 
he live; and whoſoever liveth and believeth in 
me, ſhall never die.“ By faith in him we ſhate' 
in the triumph and glory of his reſurrection, and 
have a new ſong put into our mouths, with 
which we may make the ſweeteſt melody in our 
hearts, even When our breath is failing us: 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us the nt 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,!“ 
Theſe are ſcripture views of the almighty: Jes 
ſus. Out of his infinite compaſſion he undertook 
1 ſaye his people from ſin and death, the works 
— of 
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of the devil. And he has done it. It is finiſh- 


ed. He has put away fin by his ſacrifice, and he 


mpleted his conqueſt of death by his reſurrec- 
tion. And has had witneſſes of theſe goſpel 


pentance, and remiſſion of ſins, in his name. 


When it is the good pleaſure of his own will to 
accompany the meſſage with power from on 
high, then he bleſſes it by making it the miniſ- 
tration of righteouſneſs and of life: As it is writ- 
ten, Verily, verily, I ſay. unto you, he that 
heareth my word, and believeth in him that ſent 


me, hath eyerlaſting life, and ſhall not come in- 
to condemnation, but is paſſed from death unto. 


hath freed the believer from the law of fin and of 


death, and has alſo created in him a new life: 
He has given him a new birth into the ſpiritual 
world, and ſpiritual ſenſes to fit him for ſpiritual 
enjoyments: For he is actually paſſed from death 
unto life. By the holy ſpirit as the agent, and 


hy faith as the inſtrument, he is made a child of 


God, united to -Chriſt, one with him, intereſted 


in him, and ſo cloſely; joined to him, as the mem- 
bers are to the head, as to be a real partaker of 
all that he did upon earth, and of all that he is 
now deing for his redeemed in heaven. He has 
a good warrant, for he is not only permitted, but 


alſo commanded, to apply to himſelf all the pri- 


* and 1 85 which are contained in this 
large 
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hoſe Harter of grace” Ve are complete in 
Chriſt, who is the head of all principality and 
power: In whom alſo ye are circumciſed” with 
the circumciſion made without hands, in put- 
ting off the body'of the ſins of the fleſh by the 
circumciſion of Chriſt, buried with him in bap- 
tiſm; wherein alſo ye are riſen with him, through 
the faith of the operation of God, who hath'raiſ- 
ed him from the dead: And you being dead in 
your ſins, and the uneircumciſion of your fleſh; 
hath he quickened together with him, having 
forgiven you all treſpaſſes, blotting out the hand- 
writing of ordinances, that” was againſt us, 
which was contrary to us; and he took it ont of 
the way, mailing it to his croſs, and having ſpoil- 
ed principalities and powers, he made a ſhew' of 
them openly, triumphing over them in that ſame 
_ Xetols.” In this view of the almighty conqueror 
of all dur enemies, and of his enabling us alſo 
by faith to come after him, conquering and to 
conquer, what thanks and praiſes ſhould be siven 
unto him? There is no poſſible evil, but he has 
removed it from us and no poſſible good, but he 
has obtained the right, and gives the poſſeſſion. 
We are complete in him, our head--completely 
circumciſed in heart by his circumciſion, ſo as to 
put off the body of fin, and riſen indeed with him 
by the faith of his own operation : Through 
which we have the firſt reſurrection from the 
grave of ſin, and ſhall have the reſurrection of - 
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| the. body from the grave of death. He now 


gives the firſt as a ſure earneft of the ſecond. 


He raiſes 1 us Fram the Fare of fin, and red 


- . * 9 
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like him. In this hope the redeemed of the Lord 


have thus expreſſed their joys We will rejoice 
in thy ſalvation, and in the name of our God we 
will ſet up our banners, in defiance of all our 
-enemics--we need not fear fin, nor Satan, nor 
death, nor hell. Our Redeemer is ſtrong, the 
Lord of hofts is his name: He for us men, and 
for our falyation, was manifeſted to deftroy the 
works of the devil. And he has deſtroyed them. 
He died for our fins, and roſe again for ourjuſti- 


fication. His victory was complete, and in him 


e conquer. We come after him only to gather 
up the ſpoils of his triumph. Through faith in 
bim the ſting of death is taken out of the con- 
"ſeience, and thereby the fear of it out af the 
heart—4 belieyer ought to -fay, and when he is 

in his right mind he ſays with joy nd gatiende 
e The Lord is my light, and my ſblration, 
- what then ſhall Ifear? The Lord is the frongth 
ol my life, of whom then ſhall I he afraid? Vea, 


though I walk through che valley and ſhadow of 


death, I will fear no evil-I need not fear any, 
becauſe tbou my Lord and Saviour haſt promiſed 
10 be with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff, they ſhall 
een * 5 gh n idee dete _ 
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dur Jeſus here provided againſt all guilty fears, 

and againſt all natural fears? Theſe promiſes to 
his dying followers: cannot fail. He who made 
them is almighty to fulfil them; and almighty to 
enable us to believe,that he will both ſupport and 
comfort. Jeſus, wonderful in his perſon, wonderful 
in all his works and ways--He has changed the 
very nature of death. He has turned it into life. 
Whoſoever believeth in him ſhall never die, but is 
paſſed already from death unto life. The Holy 
Spirit has put him into preſent poſſeſſion of a 
life laid up with Chriſt, out of the reach of death. 
So that when his body expires, it falls aſleep in 
the Lord, and his ſpirit enters upon an eternal 
triumph of life and glory, among the Spirits of 


jjuſt men made perfect. 


O what a deliverance is this FI the bondage 
= lin, and the terrors of the grave. It is the 
peculiar bleſſedneſs of believers in Jeſus : For 
the natural man cannot but fear death, and look 
upon it as his enemy. He has no proſpects, but 
what are bounded by time. His whole happi- 
neſs is in the preſent world, and in the enjoy- 
ment of what he calls the bleſſings of it. He 
was lay ing fine plans, and hoping to live to ex- 
ecute them--heaping up ' riches-—living in the 
unreſtrained liberty of ſenſual enjoyments---mur- 
dering his time---mifpending his talents without 
any concern about eternal things—When, lo, an 
enemy comes, and puts an end to all his ſchemes. 
9979 * 2 He 
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He dies. Perhaps he may be a ſceptic, doubt- 
ing of the certainty of a future ſtate: He may wiſh 
there was none, but he can have no evidence: 
And if he continue to wiſh it, even to the laſt, 
O what a ſcene will open, when he meets a juſt 
and an angry God! He may be a materialiſt, and 
pleaſe himſelf with fancying, that what we call 
his ſoul, will vaniſſi at his death into ſoft air: But 
the God of truth ſays, That when the duſt fhall 
return to the earth as it was, the fpirit ſhall return 
to God who gave it: And in the morning of the 
reſurrection Chriſt will reanimate the duſt, and 
= body and ſoul ſhall be united to live for ever. 
| 1 may be one of the careleſs, quite unpre- 
- | pared, but when the meſſenger arreſts him, he 
muſt go with him, and that in a moment. Per- 
haps he may be a moraliſt, truſting tô his own . 
goodneſs; he may fortify himſelf with arguments 
taken from Seneca, but thefe will furniſh him 
with no armour, proof againſt the guilt 20 ſin, f 
or the ſting of death. He! may "ſeek aids n 
Philoſophy, falſely ſo called, but its votaries 
Proſeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, in the hour of 
death found that they were fools. Every human 
help has failed, when moſt wanted. But 
bleſſed is he, who hath the God of -Facobs for his 
Help, and whoſe hope is in the Lord his God: 
Who made heaven and earth, and all that there- 
in is, who keepeth his p promiſe for ever.“ Here 
is the Chriſtian's never failing ſupport. God, 
: | 82 2 even 
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even his covenant God has promiſed to be with 
him, and to be his Saviour in death. God Jeſus, 
almighty to keep his promiſe for ever, is his one 
hope, living and dying: And he is his gain both 
in life and death. If he has won Chriſt, he has 
ved to a bleſſed time, and whenever he dies, 
Chriſt will make death his friend, and will re- 
concile him to his going to the Lord, which is 
beſt of all. To look upon death as an enemy, to 
fear it, as if it could take from us any thing 
worth keeping, or as if it did not put us into 
the eternal poſſeſſion of every thing worth enjoy- 
ing, theſè are views of the reſurrection of Jeſus 
very diſhonorable to his victories, and very in- 
jurious to our intereſt in him. He undertook to 
conquer death for us, as our ſurety. He has 
done it. He has ſwallowed up death in victory. 
He has made it our friend and our benefactor: 
For he has engaged to ſupport us in our laſt 
moments. Ile never did, he never can fail any 
who put their truſt in him. Experience has 
confirmed his faithfulneſs in all ages. His ſol- 
diers, whom he made valiant in fight, a goodly 
company whom no one can number, have 
triumphed gloriouſly--before death—in death— 
and after death, | 
Before death he prepared hem to meet it in 
E For the great deſign of his goſpel is to 
arm them againſt the guilt of ſin, and the terrors 
of death. And they are good ſoldiers of Chriſt 
| Jeſus 
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- Jeſus who put on this armout-+who have learnt 
their exerciſe, and who by their daily battles 
keep their arms ſhining and bright. ' Looking to 
Jeſus, the Captain of their ſalvation, for orders, 
for courage, for ſtrength, for victory, all oppo- 
ſition falls before them. He enables them to fight 
the good fight of faith, and the more they con- 
quer fin, the leſs they have to fear from death: 
For Chriſt is to them the whole armour of God, 
and the pieces of this armour are the graces of 
his Spirit. For with theſe the apoſtle ſays, in 
Epheſians, chap: vi. that Chriſt has perfectly 
equipped the armies of the Lord. They have 
the truth of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
the peace of God in Chriſt, faith in Chriſt, the 
word of Chriſt, hope in Chriſt, and prayer to 
Chriſt for freſh ſupplies of his Spirit, that he 
would enable them to make ſuch a uſe of their 
armour, that they might get the victory over fin 
and death, and he might get all the praiſe. In 
this holy war He is every thing to them, and they 
find in him, and receive out of bis fulneſs, whatever 
they want for the peace of their conſcience, and 
for the happineſs of their hearts. Sin is pardoned. | 
Death is conquered. They experience the 

power of his reſurrection, and being paſſed from . 
death unto. life, they have believing views of 

their own. diſſolution. We read of their deliver- 
ance from the fear of death, und we have exam- 


0 peg. of thoſe. who- were more afraid- of fin than 
"om 
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of death; yea, who choſe to go into a burning 
fiery furnace, rather than offend their God: Hear 
bow they triumphed “ Our God is able to de- 
liver us, but if he does not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not ſerve thy gods, 
nor. worſt the golden image which thou haſt 
ſet up.” Hear the witneſs of another Chriſtian 
hero, how he was enabled to look upon death 
--< The holy. Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city; 
ſaying, that bonds and affliftions abide me: 
But none of theſe things move me, neither count 
I my life dear to myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh 
my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which 1 
have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the 
| goſpel of the grace of God.” This was a great 
victory, but the caſe is not ſingular: In the ſame 
faith died the noble army of martyrs, of whom. 
we read “ That they overcame the accuſer of 
the brethren by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their teſtimdny, and they loved not 
their lives unto the death.” And to this day, | 
the Holy Spirit witneſſes to the ſame truth, and 
feals it upon the conſciences of believers in the 
hour of death. I call one evidence, a great 
Dignitary in our Church, a man of great learn- 
ing, and never ſuſpected of enthuſiaſm, being 
near his death he thus expreſſed himſelf--< 1 
cannot plead innocency of life, eſpecially of my 
youth: But I am to be judged by a merciful 
You who i 18 not 9 to n Thave done 
amiſs: 
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amiſs: And though of myſelf I have . to 
preſent to him, but fins and miſery: yet I know 
he looks not upon me now as I am of myſelf, 
but as I am in my Saviour, and hath given me, 
even at this time, ſome teſtimonies by his Holy 
Spirit, that IL am of the number of his elect: * 
am therefore full of joy, and ſhall die in peace.“ 
Ihus the precious Jeſus was in the 2 
of death more deſirable than life itſelf. So he 
was: to them in dying. All theſe died in faith. 
They were his witneſſes, that he kept every 
thing hurtful from them, and brought them in 
triumph to the end of their lives. That great 
company round his throne, who are crowned con- 
querors, teſtify for him that he did not leave 
them, nor forſake them one moment. He kept 
his word with them. He ſmoothed their bed in 
their ſickneſs. He was tender over them, and 
wiped away all tears from their eyes. When 
fainting he gave them ſtrong conſolation, when 
beicalled them to meet death in all its terrors, to 
ſuffer in flames of fire, to be torn to pieces by 
wild beaſts, to be tormented in every way that 
malice could invent, or the power of tyrants 
could inflict-He was with them—their Saviour 
and their God the tender care of his heart, and 
the mighty power of his arm, were never more 
felt than when moſt wanted. He kept his peace 
ruling in their conſciences always and by all 
. 8 rad gave them to feel, that bodily pain 
ens | | could 


— 


could not leſſen his love to them, nor abate or 
ſtop their love to him. I might bring a cloud of 
witneſſes to prove the compaſſion of Jeſus to his, 
redeemed in their dying hours; but let theſe two, 
ſuffice: Dr. Thomas Goodwin was upon his 
death · bed, when his friend Mr. Collins came to 


viſit him, and to pray with him, to whom he ſaid, 


He rejoiced that he was dying, and going to have 
a full and uninterrupted communion with God.“ 
J am going, ſaid he, to the three 2 
with whom I have had communion :, They have 
taken me, I did not take them. I ſhall be 


changed in the twinkling of an eye: All my luſts | 


and corruptions I ſhall be rid of, which I could 
not be here.“ 


After mentioning theſe Palo 3 of faith, 


EE chap. xi. he ſaid, © All theſe died in 
faith: I could not have imagined. I ſhould ever 
have. ſuch a meaſure of faith as I have in this 
hour. My bow abides in ſtrength. Is Chriſt 
divided? No. I have the whole of his righte- 
ouſneſs. I am found in him, not in, my own 
righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but in the 
righteouſneſs which is of God, which is by faith 


of Jeſus Chriſt, who loved me and gave himſelf | 
for me: Chriſt cannot love me better than he 


does, and I think cannot love Chriſt. better 
than I do: J. am ſwallowed up in God.“ | 


NS: Hiſtorian, remarks, That with this 4 * 
pla of Faith and fulneſs of Joy: his ſoul left this 
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world, and went to ſee and to enjoy the reality 


of that bleſſed ſtate of glory, of which, in a dif- 


Nn goold on. wen ne n IR a "ey 9 80 


1 may be is ens ienether: witneſs! to 
this bleſſed truth, a believer who juſt before his 


death addreffed himſelf to his friends in theſe 
words My brethren, is not this very amazing 


God, I cannot but cry out, that I myſelf am 


Vile, meſt vile: and then when 1 conſider the 


juttice of God, could any 6fie imagine, but that 


I fhould be ſtruck with moſt dreadful apprehen- 
fions of approaching judgment and deferved 


wrath ? Inſtead of that, I am under no fear of 
much defire the former. I long 


the latter, anc 
to appear before this holy juſt God: I have a 


righteouſneſs to plead that is perfect. The holy 
Jelfus is my ſecurity; and I cannot be diſappoint- 


ed: In Chriſt the juſtice of God is as much my 
fecurity as his mercy : Here is a holineſs that 
tranſcends chat all of the angelie hoſt. There is 


no charging my Redeemer with poſſible folly : 


9, I know Ham pardoned for the fake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, my only Lord and mediator: I am ſure 


of it: FT am fully, freely pardoned: Thall ſoon 


be thoroughiy fantified and fitted for glory: O. 
J want words to exprefõ my gratitude, to tell my 
joy: Adbred be God, my Lord, my Saviour: 
Tee den of. God alone O unfatlioraable 


- 
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loye, infinite condeſcenſion, unmeritedꝭ unbound- 
ed grace to 4 vile ion ; by mend —_ 1 Oh 
| Joy heaven.” 7 

O thou that eden this Benet bat menden ef 
the love of Jeſus to his dying followers, may it 
be giyen thee” to find him near to thee in that 
time of need! If thy faith be in him, doubt not. 
Take courage, and live up to thy privileges. 
9 75 his promife. Obſerve his faithfulnefs to 

Depend upon bis arm. Truſt in him, and 
55 not afraid. Since he has overcome death; why 
ſhouldeſt thou fear that it will overcome thee ? 
Is not his victory thine ? Whatever thou feeleſt 
in thyſelf; if nature ſhrink, and thou haſt many 
uneaſy thoughts about thy diffolution : remem- 
ber that all thy ſalvation is i in, and from him, and 
he has made thee a free gift of ſalyation, and'of 
all the things which aceompany ſalvation- He 
| undertook” it all- He has finiſhed it all--{He has 
put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himfelf—He has 
conquered | death. It is now a vanquiſhed foe. 
In his hand it is the royal Way to the kingdom, 
the only way. Truſt Him, he will not ſuffer it to 
hurt thee,” Truſt him, and thou wilt find there ið 
nothing! in it, that ought to frighten thee. Breath 
may be failing thee; but Jeſus will not fail thee: 
He has pronounced them bleſfed, he will infal- 
libly make them bleſſed, hd tie in the Lord. 
Only believe, and thou wilt experience, that he 


Air dying conſblations for his dying friends. 
4 They 


4 388. | rum 08; ratrnz 


"They Ive rin death. He makes hem bleſſed in 
dying: yea, ſometimes to encourage the faith of 
others, and to recommend his own, grace, he has 
vouchſafed to} giye them, at the time of their 
death, a fore taſte of the glery Which was juſt) 
going to be revealed. In this faith they leave 
the world, caſting: all their care for time and for 
ceternitys for body a wg ſoul, upon him who careth 

for them. Jeſus, into thy hand I commend my 
ſpirit, for thou haſt redeemed me. O Lord, thou; 

God of truth. I believe in the reſurrection of 
the body: Thou haſt promiſed it, and I hope it 
chall be done unto me according to thy word. 

Chriſt i; the firſt fruits; and afterward. they that, 

2 Chriſt's at his coming, when; he will bring, 

the joyful harveſt with him; therefore into his 

faithful hands 1 commit my body. I take my 
leave of it in faith. It is not poſſible, that the 
grave ſhould hald me in any more than it could 

ONS not only hope to be raiſed from the 

grave, but I ſhall be brought out of it in tri- 

umphb, on x that day of wonders, when Jeſus Chriſt; 

the great God and our Saviour, ſhall change this 
my vile: body, and ſhall make it like unto his 

on moſt glorious. body. O what: a change! HE) 

what a miracle ! This very W which is no-. 

finful-duſt, ſhall. be. like the Son. of God, whois. 

the endend et e ecken teren this body of 

mine ſhall. be conformed to his moſt glorious 


bat 3 although it be now an houſe, o infected 
71. i | +þ pp with 
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with the leproſy of fin, that it muſt be taken 
down, yet Gut of its ruins will the Lord raiſe it 
à monument to his eternal praiſe, even àn habi- 
tation of God by his Spirit. Come then, thou 
bleſſed of the. Eord, O welcome, welcome death 
Thou art the ſmiling méſſenger from my Jeſus, 
bringing with thee'glad tidings of great joy of 
a ſalvation ſecured from all poſſible evil, and the 
enjoyment of all poſſible good. In ſure and cer: 
tain hope of this complete and eternal falvation; 
Jreſign my body into thy hands, thou Lord of 
life; and giver of glory I entruſt it with thee to 
be kept againſt that day, when all that ſleep in 
Jeſus will God bring with him. For this prof- 
pect, for believing views of it, for the earneſt; 
and for ſome little foretaſte of it, to the eternal 
A be eternal praiſe. Ame. 
Such are the hopes of a real chriſtian, which 
hevd is warranted, which he is commanded to en- 
tertain in the hour of death, which God in his 
infinite grace actually favours his people with, to 
the ſtrengthening of their faith, and to the ſilene- 
ing of unbelievers. Never did he diſplay his 
faithfulneſs more ſignally than in our times. 
Many inſtances might be given, but I ſelect one, 
who thus expreſſed. himſelf to his friends ſur- 
rounding his death bed. 
My foul is abundantly comforted a” re- 
freſhed: My body is dying, but my mind is ſtill 


vigorous and alive: I feel the cold hand of 
A death 


* 
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death is actualhi upon me — feel 4 at 

too, if you touch my feet and legs} they are once 

more clay. Bleſſed be Gad, death is no king of 

terrors to me. He is a weltome meſſenger, be- 

Oord, waiting thy pleaſure; ready to obey the 

ſummo hx will, © Lords be done. Bleſſed 

1 be God. that che attack is made below: My 

| head is as et very clear-and untouched, and till 

| my heart feels the damp, It hape to be engaged 

| in work ſuitable to a death;bed/{> It is not to me 

| g bed of languiſhing, or waſting: This poor re- 
i Mmainder of; a body is hardly capable of any 

greater deeay, till it moulders in the grave; and 
here let it moulder-. Who would not part with 

it as it is? It is now my burden; my bar to happi- 

neſs, an hindrance to a lively ſpiritual commu- 

nion with God. But, O my friends, it is united 

to Chriſt, and ſhall therefore one day become 4 

glorious body. This corruption ſhall put on in- 

corruption, and ſhall be ſor over with the Lord.” 

I Thanks be to God for ſuch a eee, W 

Wie becks hie novo ilodony 3 
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3 EY are "oY as know moſt of Wees 
and have ſeen the deepeſt into the myſtery of 
iniquity. The Holy Spirit has convinced them 
of fin of original fin, the fountain from which 
all the ftreams flow of actual fin" in thought; 
word, and deed. In this conviftion he has put 

life and power: It is far more than a moral 
perſuaſion- He makes it Practical and abiding: 
For the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jefus quickens 
the dead ſinner, and making him free from the 
law of fin, and of death, gives him the faith of 
God's ele&* And by the daily uſe and exereiſe 
of that faith makes him more ſenſible” of his 
obligations to Jeſus. In every act of faith he 
leads the believer out of ſelf to the Saviour 
humbles him that he may exalt Chriſt---empties 
him of '{elf, that he'may fill him with the good 
things of -Chrift-—eaſts down, and keeps down 
every high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the 
knowledge of God, and brings into captivity 
every thought to the” obedience of Chriſt. In 
his hand, and by his bleſſing, this work proſpers: 


The loftineſs of n man is humbled, and the haughti- 5 
IA | N neſs 
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neſs of man is bowed down, and Jehovah alone is 
exalted in that day according to the oracle of 
truth“ He ſhall glorify me which is the office 
of the Holy Spirit to teſtify of Chriſt, and to glorify 
Chriſt, by taking of the things of Chriſt, and by 
putting the believer into the poſſeſſion of them. 
In this ſchool of humility every view that can 
be taken of ſelf is abaſing: And as the; leſſon 
becomes more and better experienced, ſin more 
diſcovered in its exceeding wickedneſs, and more 
felt in its exceeding great danger, the believer is 
enabled to rejoice more in Chriſt Jeſus, as he has 
leſs confidence in the fleſh. And when he attains 
to the higheſt of his triumph, which he can have 
in Chriſt in this world, bes is then the loweſt: ” 
his own ene, EE 6 Fe Sel et 
When he looks back 2 ſurveys what he was ; 
by nature and ee 46 Bas n 30 l. 
When he conſiders, what, he i amo ae 
he be renewed by grace - ie 1614-36  * 
And when he looks forward to 1 be 
1 to be at the e pearing of our Lord Jeſus 
„%%% em od 36d mid eoldamuiud © 
Every thing in 8 enen doRtrine, arid 
every thing in ſcripture experience leads him to 
_ conclude--Behold, Jam yile,;I abhor myſelf, and : 
repent, in duſt and aſhes: :. So, that whenever he 
is; tempted to, glory, he has nothing left him to 
glory in, but the Lord: Self always abaſed. that 


0 Chriſt alone may Werbe, sti! to agniolo:il 
When 


it 
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When he looks back to what he was by nature, 
aud practice; the more he knows, he will be the 
more deeply humbled, for what he was when 


under the law, and under ſin, and for what he ſtill 


feels of a body of fin and of death. He was the 
_ creature of God's power, made out of nothing 
diſtinguiſhed by his being in the image of God, 


and by being capable of communion with him 


injall-the graces and bleſſings of his love. He 
was under the beſt law that could be given him 
for promoting God's glory and his own happineſs. 
He was bound to perfect and continual obedi- 
ence to it, and was left to his own will and 
power, that he ſhould not offend in any one point: 
But upon his tranſgreſſion he became liable to 


iuffer the threatened pains and penalties of the 


broken law. Every right, view of himſelf in this 
ſtate ought to humble and to abaſe the ſinner, and 
it effectually does, when the conviction i is from 
God. He then finds that his nature was earthly, 
ſenſual, and having not the Spirit, it was alienated 
from *the life of God. All his thoughts and 
actions were not only irregular, but alſo con- 
trary to the holy law. His very imagination was 
evi, only evil, and that continually. His under- 
ſtanding was not only ignorant of ſpiritual things, 
but was darkneſs itſelf. His will was a rebel. 
His affections -apoſtate, ever at enmity with 
God. Miſery and deſtruction were in his ways : 


of the way of peace he had no knowledge, nel · 


ther was there any fear of God before his eyes: 
N * — 
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For anhough death and bell were threatened,and 
were ready to give him the juſt wages of his 


iniquity, yet he was quite careleſs and ſecure. 


Like the atheiſts of old, when warned of their 


approaching deſtruction by the prophet Let 
us eat and drink, Ver _ for to-morrow we 


die.“ 


This true hated ge * the tC evil wy 


fin, and the right humiliation for it, come by 
\ believing, and are the genuine fruits and effects 


of it. Legal conviction has guilt and bondage 
in it, and worketh ſorrow unto death. But the 


. 


conviction of the Holy Spirit reveals the remedy 


along with the diſeaſe, and produces ſuch a 


repentance as is not to be repented of---a turning 
from fin to Chriſt teaching us practically and 
daily, what we are in ourſelves, and how much 
we want ſuch an almighty Saviour, to teach us 


how to truſt in him as our great high prieſt, and 


to live happy and holy under his government, 
which is perfect freedom. Every act of this 


faith is humbling. The believer is made to feel 


his need of that in himſelf, which he is com- 


manded to truſt in Chriſt for. And the more he 


is enabled to depend upon Chriſt, he will cer- 
tainly have the leſs in himſelf. And when his 


whole dependence is as it ought to be, fixed 


upon Chriſt, he will come to the apoſtle's expe- 


rience, even ſo to rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, as to 
put no confidence in the fleſh. Herein conſiſts 


the triumph of the Chriſtian. In every ſtep of his 


Walk 


+ 
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walk and warfare he is led from ſelf to Chriſt— 
kept humbled in his own eyes that he may exalt 
the Saviour--emptied of ſelf that he may live 
upon the fulneſs of Jeſus, and may thereby be 
taught to reſt his heart in him at all times, and 
for all things. | 
With reſpett to ſin, which} is his daily 11 
under which he is always ſorrowing, yet in Chriſt 
he can always rejoice. The more he knows of 
the exceeding wickedneſs of ſin, the more pre- 
cious is Jeſus, and the more he does value the 
blood of the Lamb of God, which cleanſeth 
from all fin. In his (conſcience purged from 
- guilt, he can triumph with exceeding great joy, 
that there is now no condemnation to them who 
are in Chriſt Jeſus: For where fin abounded, 
grace does much more abound: That as fin hath 
reigned unto death, even ſo might grace reign 
through righteouſneſs unto. eternal life by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. His grateful nn 
are ſuch as theſe·— 1 | 
J was even as others once-—by nature a child 5 
of wrath, and an heir of miſery I was going 
on in the broad way of deſtruction---careleſs and 
ſecure---and I am quite aſtoniſhed to ſee the 
danger that I was in--I tremble to behold the 
precipice which I was ready to fall over, when 
Jeſus opened mine eyes, and by the light of his 
word and Spirit, ſhewed me my guilt and my 
danger, and put it into my heart to flee from the 
wrath to come. O what a moſt merciful eſcape! 
. cannot 
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I cannot think of it without adoring the com- 
paſſionate Saviour, who remembered me in my 
low eſtate: For his mercy endureth for ever. 
And hath redeemed me from the hand of all 
mine enemies: For his mercy endureth for ever: 
Not unto me, not unto me in the leaſt, but to 
the ſuperabounding grace of my God be all the 
glory. That the Father would make me an 
object of his choice and love. That Jeſus 
Immanuel would humble himſelf to be manifeſt 
in the fleſh, and be obedient unto death, for me 
and for my ſalvation. That the Holy Ghoſt 
would give me a new birth into the ſpiritual 
world, and would quicken me into union with 
Jeſus, and to the enjoyment of the Father's love 
in him-—adored for ever and ever be the holy, 
pleſſed, and glorious Trinity. That ſuch a filthy 
ſinner ſhould be cleanſed from all ſin that ſuch 
an ungodly creature ſhould be freely juſtified by 
grace that ſuch a miſerable ſinner ſhould be 
bleſſed with all ſpiritual -bleflings---that ſuch 
_ a weak creature ſhould be ſtrengthened mightily 
by thes$pirit in the inner inan, and when weak- 
eſt in myſelf, then to be ſtrongeſt in the Lord 
O what riches! What unſearchable riches of 
grace are theſe !' Abide with me, O thou Spirit. 
of the Father and the Son, and keep me con- 
ſtantly dependent on the freſh ſupplies of thy 
divine influence. By thy daily teaching keep 


open to me the depth and myſtery of iniquity, 
- - 1the exceeding wickedneſs of fin—of my fin, that 
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by thy holy inſpiration I may live more by faith, 
and nothing may be ſuffered to hinder my grow- 
ing fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, 
until TI am admitted to full and eternal 1 
Amen. z | 
Thus ceflefing. with ſelf-abhorrence | upon 
what he was by nature, when he was under the 
law, and under fin, which is the tranſgreſſion of 
the law, alive to fin, but dead to > GodeyHe 1s led 
to conſider, 

What he is now, although he be renewed bs 
grace, a believer and a man in Chriſt: How he 
teels himſelf, after much and ſound experience of 
bis title to ſalvation, and of his enjoyment of the 
things whichaccompany ſalvation-—Everydayand 
in every thing he has freſh matter for the deepeſt 
humiliation. He finds, that he is ſtill a man in 
'Adam---ſtill he carries about him a ſinful nature, 
an old man as well as a new, a body of fin with 
all its members, he has ſpirit, but he has alſo fleſh, 
and that which is born of the fleſh is fleſhy 
nothing but corruption, as that which is born of 
the Spirit is Spirit. The old man has fleſh ſtill, 
with all its appetites and luſts: The new man is 
by the Spirit of life, that is in Chriſt Jeſus, alive 

to God. In the ſame perſon fin dwelleth, as we 
read, © When we were in the fleſh, the motions 
of ſin, which were by the law, did work in our 
members to bring forth fruit unto death. And 


the new man liveth, who after God is created in 
righteouſneſs 


N > » 
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Aßntebüfttels and true bet » The apoſtle in 
Romans, chap. vii. not only confeſſes that he 
had nature and grace in him at the ſame time, 
but alſo deſcribes it at full length. Indwelling 
fin was his continual grief, and his heavy burden : 
An apoſtle in Chriſt, and yet he felt the plague 
of his own heart : And it was his daily croſs, 
which he was forced to bear—and his conſtant 
enemy, againſt which he was always at war--no 
peace, no truce could be made. The fleſh was 
ever luſting againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit | 
againſt the fleſh, and theſe two with ſuch un- 
. ceaſing oppoſition night and day, that he could 
not do the things that he would, either ſo con- 
tinually or ſo perfectly. He deſcribes this battle 
as it was carried on in his own experience, the 
two combatants ſtriving in him for maſtery. He 
was a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, and as well 
Inſtrufted and armed as ever any believer was 
for this warfare, having on the whole armor of 
God, and yet wearied with this daily conflict, 
he is forced to cry out, O wretched man that 
Tam, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death?“ He had no deliverance in or from him- 
ſelf, it was againſt himſelf that he fought, x and of 
himſelf he was led to deſpair. But looking to 
Jeſus he takes courage, aſſuring himſelf of a 
complete victory, and of an everlaſting triumph 
in the Captain of his ſalvation—I thank God 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. So then, (this is 
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the concluſion of the whole matter) ſo then 
with the mind I myſelf ſerve the law of God, 
but with the fleſh the law of ſin. 
This is ſtill the experience of every true be- 
liever, at all times, and upon all occaſions: He 
has a practical comment upon the ſeventh chap- 
ter of the Romans in his own boſom : He has 
heartfelt experience of the warfare between the 
fleſh and the ſpirit : He finds it hard fighting; 
harder, becauſe it is continual--it will never 
ceaſe ſo, long as fleſh is fleſh, that is, ſo long as 
the believer lives in the body and in the preſent 
world. Indwelling fin never reſts---it is like the 
. troubled ſea, always caſting up its filthy motions, 
and then the moſt troubleſome when he would 
be the freeſt from them. O what humbling 
leſſons does he learn in all his approaches to 
God: He knows his privileges, and he wiſhes to 
live up to them, but he cannot. When he would 
draw near to God in the prayer of faith, the 
ſpirit i is willing, but the fleſh is weak. On his 
bended knees deſiring to confeſs his ſins, and to 
humble himſelf under the mighty hand of God, 
imploring pardon through the redemption that 
is in the blood of the Lamb, and expecting it 
freely, as the moſt ſovereign mercy that a poor 
ſinner can receive---Alas, alas! even then ſhame 
and confuſion cover his face. He deſires to keep 
his thoughts from wandering, he would have his 
whole heart engaged 1 in the duty, but he cannot. 
3 | His 
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His imagination is not to be reſtrained. When 
he would be uniting all his affe ctions in fervent 
and effeCtual prayer -vain, fooliſh thoughts force : 


| themſelves upon him—he/ drives them” away as 


Abraham did the birds which came down upon 
the ſacrifice, but they will return. He mourns, 


as well he may, for theſe diſtractions of his mind: 


and is deeply convinced, that a moſt holy God 
might Juſtly condemn him for his very beſt de vo- 8 
tions. | He is therefore led to put them into the 
hands of the Mediator, that he may perfume 
them with much of his incenſe for their accept- 


ance, and through his interceſſion, and through 


that only, he may obtain an anſwer of grace. 
Neither can he truſt in his praiſes any more 


than in his prayers. Let him praiſe ever ſo much, 
: and ever ſo well, yet he can make no ſuitable : 
acknowiedgments for the bleſſing of creation. 


Once he was nothing: for his being at all- for 
a a being, rather than any other for being 
made a man, and at firſt highly favoured with 


the image and friendſhip of God--who can ex- 


preſs the noble acts of the Lord, or ſhew forth 
all his praiſe for the miracle of creation? But 
who. can conceive, how great, how endleſs 


are the bleſſings of the new creation? For they 


are all gifts of God's-grace---diſtinguiſhing and 


ſovereign— given to ſinners as finners---to the 


chief of ſinners -- continued to the unworthy— 
inereaſed to the „ great in their 
. Om nature 
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nature how javaloable the ſum” of theft The 
believer deeply impreſſed with theſe ſentiments 
acknowledges that he is leſs than the leaſt of all 
God's mercies, yea, he is ſenſible that he de- | 

ſerves the heavieſt of the divine vengeance: So 
that his prayer, God be merciful to mea funer, 
lays the foundation of his very beſt praiſes.” He 
who has moſt forgiven will love moſt. He who 
feels what he really is among the chief of ſinners, 
will be among the chief of thoſe worſhippers 
Who aſcribe all their ſalvation to God and the 
Lamb. The humbleſt amongſt them will ſeel 
that they have moſt reaſon to be thankful. But 
ſtill their praiſes are no payment. They muſt 
receive freſh grace to praiſe with, and more 
| grace to praiſe” better. The debt increaſes by 


the addition of freſh gifts of grace, and leaves 


the believer nothing to glory in but the Lord 
to be faved—to feel it to enjoy it by faith to 
be made, and to be kept thankful, giving all 
the glory where it is due; theſe are i ou 
mercies which endure for ever. 8 
In this ſchool of ſelf-abaſement he is THER to 
45 humbled for his ſhort attainments in the 
ſeriptures, read, or preached, or meditated on. 
How ſeldom does he attend the word, as that 
congregation did Behold we are all here preſent 
before God to hear all things that are command- 
ed thee of God.“ This preparation of heart 
was from the Lord. He diſpoſed Cornelius and 
37677904 | his 


0 


$63 TRIUMPH OF | PALTH. | 
his family to receive the word aright, and his 
bleſſing came upon them in hearing it: For 
while Peter was ſpeaking, the Holy Ghoſt fell on 


all them that heard the word. And it would be 


ſo ſtill, if there was the ſame dependence on his 
grace, and the prayer of faith for his teaching 
along with the word. How little is this depend- 
ed upon under hearing, although the profit be 
entirely from him: How ſeldom. is the mixing 
faith with it received and acknowledged, there- 
ſore the memory keeps little impreſſion of the 
word, and in heart it is not fruitful as it ought 


to be, On all theſe accounts the believer 


mourns and is humbled before God. He feels 
it to be true, I know that in me, that is in 
my fleſh, dwelleth no good thing: For to will is 
preſent with me, but how to perform that which 
is good, I find not.” He is ſenfible of theſe 
_ failings and diſtractions, even when he labours 
to be moſt free from them. He is going to the 


Lord's table to be fed and feaſted, hoping that 


he is one with Chriſt, and Chriſt is one with 
him. He would gladly partake of the fruits 
and bleſſings of this union by communion with 
Chriſt, by receiving the bread of life, and the 
cup of ſalvation, according to Chriſt's holy inſti- 


5 tution. He comes in faith to eat the fleſh of 


Chriſt, and to drink his blood, in grateful re- 
membrance of him according as he hath been 
taught--The body and blood of our Lord Jeſus 
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Chriſt which was given for me, preſerve my body 
and ſoul unto eternal life —I take and I eat this 
bread, and I take and I drink this cup in remem- 


brance that Chriſt died for me, and I deſire to feed 


on him in my heart by faith with thankſgiving. 
In this ſervice he would have his whole ſoul en- 
gaged, that nothing might interrupt his com- 
munion with his Beloved. But vain thoughts, 
which lodge within him, will break out. They 
intrude, although moſt unwelcome gueſts, into 
this banquet of love: So that he is conſtrained 


to cry out, Lord Jeſus, pardon the failings of 
my holy things; I come to the throne of thy 


-grace, that I may obtain mercy; and may find 


more grace to help me in every time of need. 
When he is led to conſider what is the cauſe 


of all theſe failings--O what an abiding leſſon of 


Humility has he to learn ! He ſees that they all 
ſpring from the bitter root of unbelief, and are 
the fruits of remaining. corruption ; which can 
only be kept down, and conquered, as the 


ſtrength of Chriſt apprehended by faith prevails: 


over them. Self, pride, legality, nurſe them: 
They have their being, their activity, their 
power, from thoſe fleſhly luſts which war againſt 


the ſoul, and render the whole life of the be- 


liever one continued a& of ſelf-denial. He has 
ſtill a body of ſin, with all its members, mixing 


with every duty, ſo that he cannot ground his 


faith and hope row: the beſt of them. The 


Work 
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work of Jeſus upon earth, the interceſſion of 


Jeſus in heaven, are the ſoul ground of his con- 


fidence towards God. His motive is good he 
aims at pleaſing God in all things, he would do 
His will, and ſuffer his will, as it is his bounden 
duty with faith and patience: His end is good 
The would gladly keep the glory of God in his 


eye, and direct all he does to it, as his elder bre- 
thren do in heaven. But he cannot. When 


- the ſpirit is willing, the fleſh is weak. Vet he 
is not ſo diſcouraged as to give over and ceaſe 
His approaches to God, becauſe of his infirmities. 


Having obtained help of God he fights on the 
good fight of faith. He does not leave off praying 


beeaufe he is not ſo ſpiritual as he deſires to be: 


But he is rather more earneſt and fervent. The 
Spirit helping his infirmities, keeps him in a 


humble dependence upon Jeſus waiting on him 
for a due ſenſe of his wants, for the acceptance 
of his prayers for a ſupply of them, for pardon- 
ing the failings of them, for more faith in them, 


and for enabling him to continue inſtant in 


prayer, according to the divine command, that 


men ought always to pray and not to faint, 
which ſuppoſes them to be kept in a praying ; 
frame, and to uſe the means which Saint Jude 


recommends for the obtaining of theſe bleſſings, 
But ye beloved, building up yourſelves! on 
your moſt holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, 
* yourſelves in the love of God, looking for 
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We ercy * our Lord Joſlin Chriſt unter: eternal 
life.” N | 


fall far ſhort: of what ſuch a Saviour deſerves, 
and of what he would acknowledge with all 
poſſible gratitude: Becauſe he falls ſhort; he 
aims TOY He feels himſelf} under infinite 
obligations to the Father for his love, to the 
Son for his ſalvation, and by the ſupply of the 
Spirit's grace he is made ſenſible, that he is not 
only leſs than the leaſt of divine mercies, but if 
he had his juſt deſerts, he ſhould have judgment 
without mercy. This lays the foundation for his 
higheſt praiſes. / The faithful witneſs for Jeſus 
makes the believer willing to be beholden to 
him for every mercy ; yea, to glory in being a 
penſioner upon his fulneſs: From which he re- 
ceives grace for grace, that in all things he may 
be giving of thanks: According to the Lord's 
favor to his people, informing them to take 
with them words, and turn to the Lord, and 
ſay unto him, Take away all iniquity, and 
receive us graciouſly, ſo will we render the 
calves of our lips,“ which is the ſacrifice of the 
New Teſtament worſhippers, who through Jeſus 
the mediator offer the ſacrifice of / praiſe conti- 
nually; that is, the fruit of their lips, giving 
APROES to his name, wiſhing,” praying to do it 

with 


As he is not weary if his prayers re Y 
they are not ſo ſpiritual as he could wiſh : So 
neither is he weary of his praiſes, although they 
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with ſome of the praiſes of behvem as one aid. 
e will hope OY and I will yet praiſe 
thee more and more.“ 

As theſe prayers Wer ie are . vp⸗ 
on faith in the divine promiſes, this makes the 
believer a diligent reader of the ſcriptures. He 
does not neglect his bible, becauſe he has not 
yet attained the perfect knowledge of every part 
of it. For that very reaſon he ſtudies it more: 
he prays more over it, grows more thankful for 
the divine power, which ſtill accompanies it, 
and ſtudies and prays that he may experience 
more of this power: It has been the means of 

making him wiſe unto ſalvation through faith 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus. He finds it alſo to be 
the food of this faith---it nouriſhes him, and he 


grows thereby. He hears, reads, meditates, and 


keeps on praying to the Holy Ghoſt to write the 
ſcriptures upon his heart, and to make his life 
a fare copy of them. -And what he thus learns, 
preſerves: him in a ſettled dependence upon the 
_ faithfulneſs of God ta his word and 'promiſe. 
And he is not diſappointed : He finds all the 
ſcripture which was given by the inſpiration of 
God is ſtill profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furniſhed unto all good works. This bleſſing he 
has in his bible. The more he can mix faith - 
with it, the more precious it becomes. His 
oF „ b bible 
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bible is his library. - The ſtudy therein makes 


him wiſe for eternity: which is the ſuperlative 
excellency of bible knowledge, of which Jeſus 
thus fpeaks, «© Bleſſed is the man that heareth 


me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 


poſts of my doors: For whoſo findeth me findeth 


life, and ſhall obtain favor of the Lord.“ 


Thus in the uſe of means he is kept humble 


and dependent, exerciſing the true goſpel po- 


verty of ſpirit in ſelf-abaſement, and ſo far from 


being ſtopped that he rather glories and triumphs 
in his infirmities. The oppoſition which they 
give helps him forward, they are always driving 


him out of ſelf to Chriſt, teaching him the ne- 


ceſſity of the ſupplies of the Spirit, making him 


more diligent, and keeping him more humble in 


the uſe of the means: And thus he learns to 


live more by faith upon Chriſt, and to ſeek more 


cloſe communion with him, and his fulneſs, eſpe- 
_ cially at his table. He does not abſent himſelf 


from it, becauſe he has not the fellowſhip there, 
fo cloſe, intimate, and abiding, as he could with; 
or becauſe the laſt time he was there he was not 
ſo lively as he uſed to be, or becauſe he was un- 
worthy, and full of complaints. He has taſted 
that the Lord is gracious: And this taſte has in- 


creaſed his hunger and thirſt, the food which he 


wants, he does not carry with him, but he goes 


to receive it. When he hears bis Lord's com- 
mand — Take, eat this bread---drink this cup--- - 
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He obeys 


Do ye this th remembrance of me 
believing the promiſe: This is my body given 
for you: This is my blood ſhed for you. The 
more faith in the promiſe, there will be he more 
appetite, and the more nouriſhment received 
from the ſpiritual food; for then the Holy Spirit 
1 puts his influence into the elements, and the 
communicant eats the fleſh of Chriſt indeed, 
and drinks his blood indeed, having by faith 
communion with him in the bread and wine. 
At this table the believer is fed, nouriſhed, and 
feaſted with the bread that cometh down from 
+ heaven, even angels food: for he that eateth of 
this bread ſhall live for ever: According to the 
Lord's own promiſe, Whoſo eateth my fleſh, 
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and 1 
will raiſe him up at the laſt day.“ The believer 
has this in his eye, both in what the banquet is 
now, and i in what it is the pledge and earneſt of, 
when it ſhall be realized. Faith gives a ” 
ſtance to the things promiſed and hoped for. 
haas the earneſt and the pledge of them: As cer- 
tainly as we have the one, ſo certainly ſhall we 
Have the other A faithful God gives us this ſe- 
curityWhoſo is one by faith with Jeſus ſhall 
ſit down at the marriage ſupper of the Lamb: 
W hoſo eateth and drinketh at his table here in 
faith, ſhall infallibly eat and drink with him at 
Mis table in his Kingdom of glory. The ſure and 


b certain hope of tllis makes our Preſent feaſt at 
fn | the 


* 
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the. Lord's ſupper an happy foretaſte of that 
eternal banquet, when he will vouchſafe to ad- 
mit us to the honors of his table, and of his 
kingdom. O bleſſed,” moſt bleſſed time! The 
crofoddd 3 is animating, it brightens the darkeſt 
day of affliction, refreſhes the ſpirits under the 
heavieſt trials, and is a rich cordial under the 
deepeſt feeling of indwelling fin. Where Chriſt is, 
all is blefſed. Union with him i 1s heaven begun, 
and t his the behever is called to enjoy; even to 
enjoy communion with him in all he is and has. 
Chriſt is one with him. Chriſt will not leave him 
nor forſake him: nothing is able to ſeparate the 
members from the Head. He who has begun 
the good work has given the fulleſt ſecurity that 
he will not leave it unfiniſhed. He will carry it 
on unto. the end: For he is faithful who hath 
_ promiſed. And the apoſtle applies the words 
ſpoken to Joſhua, and ſays that they were ſpoken 
alſo to us, that we might truſt and not be afraid: 
This book of the law ſhall not depart out of 
thy mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate therein day 
and night, that thou mayeſt obſerye to do ac- 
cording to all that is written therein. For then 
thou ſhalt make thy way proſperous, and then 
thou ſhalt have good ſucceſs. Have not I com- 
manded thee ? Be ſtrong and of a good courage: 
Be not afraid, neither be'thou diſmayed : For the 
Lord thy God is with thee, whitherſoeyer thou 
Seb And he went out Wang in the Lord, and 

I OL. II. Ct Ga. | in 
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in the power ef his might. He fought the Lord's 
battles, and proſpered until the whole land was 
ſubdued before him. There failed not aught of 
| any good thing, which the Lord had ſpoken to 
the houſe of Iſrael,” All came to paſs. Even fo 
ſhalt it be to the whole Iſrael of God. Every good 
ſoldier of Chriſt Jeſus ſhall be kept ſafe by his 
almighty power, and under his banner ſhall fight 
he good fight of faith, until he obtains the pro- 
miſed inheritance,” Which is incorruptibſe and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in 
heaven for them. He has taken poſſeſſion of it 
in their name, as their ſurety, and not one of 
them can periſh © For he keeps the inheritance 
for them, and them for it: yea, the day is haſten- 
ing on, when he will preſent all his redeemed 
unto the Father. Of thoſe whom thou haſt 
given me have I loft none; Behold I, and the 
children whom thou haſt given me.” 
On all theſe! accounts it is evident, that a che 
kevke every day, and'in every thing, finds matter 
for the deepeſt humiliation. He has ill a body 
of: ſin, remaining corruptions, daily infirmities, 
and ſhort comings. All that he has of his own 
abaſes him in his own eyes: fo that his triumph 
is never in himfelf. His falvation with all its 
graces and bleſſings depends entirely upon what 
he is in Chriſt. On this foundation he may reſt 
ſafely always, notwithftanding he has nothing 
| 1 Nen de glory in. Dm his miſtakes and 
ets! | 2 miſeries 
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miſeries come from his ſeeking to be independ- 


ent of Chriſt--hoping to find that in himſelf, or 


in the world, which is only in Chriſt. Self love 


is unwilling to be beholden to Chriſt for every 
good thing: It is. always trying to put ſome con- 
fidence im the fleſh: But the believer is com- 
manded, and is taught to deny ſelf---to- put it 
upon the croſs and to crucify it daily with its 
affections and luſts. As Chriſt is exalted, ſelf 
goes down. As Chriſt is beloved, ſelf is not 
only denied, but is alſo abhorred. The prophet 
Ezekiel in the thirty-ſixth chapter deſcribes the 
very height of the experience of a great believer, 
who is bleſt with the abundant ee of the 
Holy Spirit: The reſult of which is, © Then 
ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, and your 
doing that were not good, and ye ſhall loathe 
yourſelves in your own ſight for your iniquities, 
and for your abominations : Not for your ſakes 
do I this, ſaith the Lord God, be it known unto 
you; be aſhamed and confounded for your own 
ways, O houſe of Iſrael.” Such is the genuine 
working of true grace—lt lays the ſinner low at 
the Saviour's feet, abaſed and humbled to the 
duſt--Behold, Jam vile--I abhor myſelf, and [ 
repent in duſt and aſhes. The fenſe of God's 
diſtinguiſhing and ſovereign mercy brjngs all 
high thoughts of ſelf into ſubjection to Chriſt 
Jeſus, and teaches the believer to walk humbly 
wet Toe God, aſcribing all his ſalvation to the 
0 5 praife 
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1 ant of the glory of the edit riches of 
God's grace in his kindneſs towards us through 
Chriſt Jeſus: That according as it is written, 


6 He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” 
Thus it is evident, that when the believer looks 


: bak upon what he was by nature, or conſiders 


what he is now by grace, he has nothing of His 
own to boaſt of, yet even in this continual war- 


fare between the-fleſh-and the ſpirit, in Chriſt 


Jeſus he may rejoice even to a triumph, a jubilee 
of joy. But the grand triumph is yet to come. 


The beſt glorying in the Lord here is only a pre- 
lude to it. Now we have the eſpouſals with 


our heavenly. bridegroom, but then the marriage 
will be conſummated. Now we are kept wait- 
ing in hope for the crown of righteouſneſs, but 


that will be our coronation day. What a day will 


it be! What wonders and miracles! The promiſes, 
exceeding greatand exceeding precious, will then 
have their full and everlaſting accompliſhment by 
a faithful God, when he ſhall come to be glori- 
fied. in his ſaints, and to be admired in all them 
who have believed. When they ſhall ſee him 
face to face—-ſhall be with him where he is 
ſhall be like him, and made capableof enjoying 


the honours, and riches, and pleaſures of his 
kingdom, in en Raden of biaſiedaets for ever- 
more. WEE 1 og 7 
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CHAP. XI. 
"She eterual rriumph. 


s S is the great leſſon which the belle ver f is 
learning, till he comes to the end of his faith 
what is promiſed him, and what he hopes to be 
at the appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This 
is the centre, to which all his experience tends: 
And while he keeps it in view, it ſo enlivens 
and animates his proſpect, that come what may, 

he goes on his way rejoicing in hope of the glory 
of God. Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him. But God hath revealed them unto us 
by his Spirit.” And by his holy inſpiration he 
opens the eyes of the underſtanding, both to un- 
derſtand what is revealed, and alſo to know the 
things that are freely given to us of God : For 
great as they are, endleſs as they are, the natu- 
ral man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, neither can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned : But he that is ſpiritual 
has ſpiritual ſenſes given him to exerciſe upon 
ſpiritual things—he is made certain of their rea- 
lity-—-his faith gives a ſubſtance to the things 
hoped for, and evidence to the things not ſeen-- 
an hope that never maketh aſhamed---an evidence 


very 


| 
| 
| 
1 


os TRIUMPH or FAITH. 


very clear and ſatisfying—ſometimes he can tri- 
umph in hope of the glory of God, when the 
Holy Spirit ſheds abroad in his heart the Father's 
love, and beſtows great joy and peace in believ- 
ing. But he who is thus taught of God knows 
only in part. An apoſtle knew no more. The 
beſt of our preſent enjoyment is only a foretaſte 
of the heavenly banquet. But even this little is 
of ſuch a nature, and has ſuch efficacy, that when 


it is truly believed, it influences the whole man, 


While he looks not at the things which are ſeen, 
but at the things which are not ſeen; For the 
things which are ſeen are temporal, but the 
things. which axe not ſeen are eternal. They are. 
not ſeen, by the eye of the body, but are viſible 
by the eye of faith; ſo we read, awer taſte 


: and ſee, how gracious the Lord is.” By this eye 


of f faith Moſes ſaw him that is ibi And 
this Light ſo affected him, and had ſuch an influ⸗ 
ence upon his heart and life, that he lived above 
the. world with all its temptations. This is the 
victory that overcame the world, even his faith. 
The ſame ſight ſtill works the ſame effect pro- 
ducing. a, real. value for ſpiritual and eternal 
things, and forming the heart to love and to Prac- 


tiſe the apoſtle's rule--My converſation; is in 


heaven, from whence alſo I look for the Saviour 


: the Lord J eſus Chriſt, by whom the pb 4s cru- 
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In the ſeripture view of our victory in Chriſt, 
there are two great points, which will take in all 
that is revealed of our eternal triumph, namely, 
The complete conqueſt of all our enemies and 
the full and eternal enjoyment of all poſſible 
good. Theſe two truths come now under our 
conſideration; and if we can meditate upon them 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and mix 
faith with his revelation, we ſhall have a good 
warrant to begin thoſe praifes, which will never 
end, and to ſing in harmony with all the redeem- 
ed our everlaſting jubilee. | 
When we come to the end of our faith, even 
the eternal ſalvation of our ſouls, our victory is 
deſcribed to be a perfect deliverance from all 
evil--from fin, from ſuffering. Sin has brought 
all pain into the world---miſeries upon the body 
---miſeries upon the ſoul-ſpiritual wickedneſs--- 

numerous hoſts of foes -- mighty principalities and 
powers it has armed thouſands, yea millions of 

them for our deſtruction--made us our own ene- 
mies by enſlaving us to divers luſts and paſſions, 
making us the prey to earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh 
tempers and as if there was not ſuffering enough 
in the world, filling us with many imaginary 
fears, which occaſion real ſuffering. At laſt 
come the wages of ſin--death with its terrors--- 
helt with its torments: O what a deliverer ! 
what a deliverance ! Not one enemy left. They 
are > all brought under, and ſubdued, to riſe no 
3 more. 
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more. The Captain of our ſalvation has van- 
quiſhed them for us: His victory is the earneſt 
of ours. His was complete, ſo is ours. No fin, 
no ſuffering can come near the habitation of his 
holineſs. Indeed he ſuffered once for ſin, but he 
put it away by that ſacrifice of himſelf. By faith 
we have the benefit of his ſuffering, a conſcience 
purged from guilt, no condemnation left, no 
charge from any enemy. God himſelf juſtifies, 
God himſelf ſees us, accepts us, glorifies us, in 
and with his Son: For in that day he will pre- 
ſent us to his Father . we of fin unto 
eternal ſalvation. 
Of this bleſſed and ee victory over al 
flu, and all ſuffering, the prophet Iſaiah had a 
delightful proſpect, ſpeaking of it in theſe words, 
«© And the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, 
and ſhall come to Sion with ſongs; and everlaſting 
Joy their heads; they ſhall obtain joy and 
gladneſs, and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away.” 
O give thanks unto the Lord, Jehovah, for he is 
good, for his mercy endureth for ever: Let the 
redeemed of the Lord ſay ſo, whom he hath re- 
deemed from the hand of the enemy: They have 
as much to thank their Redeemer for, as any 
| creature poſſibly can have: His ranſomed were 
under fin, helpleſs, miſerable, dying ſinners: 
From this ſlavery he bought them with an ineſti- 
mable price, and they are become his property, 
* 5 people, who have through him li- 
BY berty 
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berty to return to God, and to ſerve him with - 


out fear on earth, 250 to bleſs him for giving 
them freedom to come to Zion, to the city of 
the living God, with ſongs of gratitude and 
praiſe: They have everlaſting joy upon their 


heads crowned conquerors: They have the joys 
of heaven, and the gladneſs of eternity in their 

EP which exclude all pain, and all ſorrow--- 
no fear can enter there---not one ſigh. The Lord 
himſelf is their portion, and they ſhall reign with 
him for ever and ever. 

The beloved John was e with a view 
of the ſame eternal conqueſt which the ranſomed 
of the Lord ſhall have over all their enemies, and 
he ſpeaks of it thus, And I heard a great voice 
out of heaven, ſaying, Behold the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 


and they ſhall be his people, and God himſelf 
ſhall be with them, and be their God: And God 


ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and 
there ſhall be no more curſe, and there ſhall be 
no more death, neither ſorrow nor crying, neither 
ſhall there be any more pain: For the former 
things are paſſed away: And he that ſat oO. 
the throne ſaid, Behold I make all things new. 

This is Jeſus; . the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, who reigneth, the Lord God omnipotent 
for this very purpoſe, that this ſcripture may be 
fulfilled to the uttermoſt, and to eternity. He 


was the word made fleſh, Who tabernacled 
amon gt 
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— us, being that moſt holy temple which 
God pitched and not man: Out of whoſe ful - 
neſs believers receive all grace, and all glory: 
The compaſſions of Jeſus are like himſelf, infinite 
and endleſs. He loves his redeemed too well to 
let either ſin or ſorrow come near them. They 
- might have been holy mourners in their pilgri- 
mage, when they went through the valley of 
Baca, but now he has wiped away their tears, 
all tears from their eyes. The curſe that cauſed 
them he has removed. That death, the wages 
of which they deſerved, he has changed into life. 
The pillars in his houſe, which are to get out no 
more, are thereby delivered from ſorrow, and 
crying,” and from every pain: All the former 
things are paſſed away ſin is no more pain is 
no more. Into the kingdom of Jeſus nothing of 
the old man is ſuffered to enter: For he creates 
all things new. The Lord from heaven makes 
all his people Hke Himſelf," conformed to his own 
image in righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. A 
more perfect victory cannot be imagined, than to 
have enemies ſo Yahquiſhed, all enemies, that 
they ſhall never have entrance into the kingdom 
of God and his Chriſt. When believers ſhalt 
come to the end of their faith, they fhall not 
_ only be thus ſaved from all poffible evil, but who 
can conceive what their actual enjoyments' wall 
then be? To be ſaved from all fin, from all the 


effe@s"of fin is a great mercy, yet it is '6nly a - 
TR | | part 
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part of our ſalvation. . But looking at the world 
lying in wickedneſs, beholding the variety of 
pains and miſeries in it, from which no one is 
exempt— no ſtate of life free from them—the 
palace as full of them as the cottage Kingdoms 
convulſed--infidelity fpreading its poiſonous in- 
fluence, and attempting to deſtroy all good order 
and government old age bringing its infirmities, 
and death haſtening- it is certainly a great deli- 
verance, that none of thoſe evils can approach 
us any more. Bleſſed be God the Saviour for 
this great mercy. It is through his grace, that 
his kingdom of glory will be kept in perfect 
peace, no evil, no fear of evil ſhall for one mo- 
ment interrupt the happineſs of his ſubjects. But 
what is this compared to the actual enjoyment of 
all poſſible good: Who is able to declare fully 
what this will be at the appearing of Jeſus the 
great God? We muſt wait for the full manifeſta- 
tion of the ſons of God: But yet there is a great 
deal revealed, which belongs to us and to our 
children: And if we can read it in faith, with 
Prayer, and with a continual dependence upon 
the teaching and application of the Holy Spirit, 
he will give us to form our hearts and lives upon 
the certainty of what he has revealed: For our 
converſation will then be in heaven, and we 
ſhall have both the knowledge, and alſo the ex- 
perience of heavenly things, growing according 
to our faith. The word revelation 1 taking 
off 
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or the veil'vr/covering from” any thing, that it 


may be ſeen clearly: In the ſeripture ſenſe it is 


removing the veil from heavenly things, which is 


the work of the Holy Spirit, creating ſpiritual 
ſenſes to exerciſe upon thoſe heavenly things: 
Of which the natural man can have no juſt ideas; 


for he cannot underſtand nor receive the things 
that are freely given to us of God: But he that 


is taught of God has evidence given him of the 


reality and of the bleſſedneſs of thoſe things, 
which are revealed, and by faith enjoyed. When 
ſuch an one reads what God ſaid to Abraham, 
« After theſe things the word of the Lord came 
to Abram in a viſion, ſaying, Fear not, Abram, 
I am thy ſhield; and thy exceeding great reward.“ 
He reads it for himfelf : He makes the promiſe 
his oven, and truſts in it as ſtedfaſtly as if God 
had ſpoken it to him by 'a voice from- heaven ; 
For ſo is he warranted to apply it by the apoſtle; 
now it was not written for his ſake alone, but 


for us alſo: No ſeripture being of any private 


interpretation. The gift of grace to Abraham 
was nothing ſhort of an infinite good for it was 
God himſelf: I will be thy God. What is meant 
by this relation has been largely treated of in the 
It is only needful to add, that 
it denotes the relation in which the Holy Trinity 
ſtand to believers, and the covenant engagements 


| to them... God i is theirs--He i is their Father, the 


Son is their Saviour, the dn, of life has enabled 
© them 


2 TY; 
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them to receive the Son, and they are one with 
him, he dwelling in their hearts by faith, and 
through him they are one with his Father: As 
the Lord ſaid in his prayer“ Neither pray I 
for theſe alone, the apoſtles, but for them alſo 
who ſhall believe on me through their word, that 
they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in us.“ 
This prayer was for all the choſen of the Father, 
given to the Son, redeemed by him, and in due 
time quickened by the Spirit, and brought into 
the ſame covenant relation, and partakers of the 
ſame covenant bleſſings, as Abraham was. What 
was promiſed to him, was promiſed to all that 
walk in the ſteps of his faith, the whole family 
and houſehold of faith It is as if God had faid, 
Fear not, believer, I myſelf, Jehovah in Trinity, 
will be your preſent ſalvation to ſhield you from 


all fins and enemies, and I myſelf will be your 


exceeding great reward. Who can tell what 
| the believer ſhall then be, when this promiſe- thall 
be fulfilled ? When he ſhall be brought as near 
to the God-head, a8 a creature can poſhbly | be, 
joined to the Lord Jeſus by the Holy Spirit, an 
habitation of God through the Spirit, and through 
Jeſus unto the Father, and in this holy and bleſſed 


communion, finding an eternal heaven of happi- 


neſs, an exceeding great reward. When it is 
received in this its fulneſs it is a rewerd, but of 
gase, A gift of ſonereign mercy--great, | ſome- 

thing 
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thing worthy of the great God-Aike Himſaiſd 
833 great, eternally great, O, Holy Ghoſt, 

keep the hope of it lively: O make it every day 

more lively, till, eee mw en Fcome to 
knov it as it is. 

The Pſalmiſt, ſpeaking of this Ny ſuits 
his deſcription to our preſent method of under- 
ſanding ſpiritual things, as they are imaged to 

us by material. The pleaſures of our ſenſes are 

made uſe of to give us ideas of that happineſs 
which is to be found in God: For it is all in him; 

He is heaven. The enjoyment of him in glory 
is the heaven of heavens. As for me, Iwill 

behold thy face in righteouſneſs, I ſhall be fatis- 

fied when I awake with thy likeneſs: For thou 
wilt ſhew me the path of life, in thy preſence is 
the fulneſs of joy, and at thy right hand there are 
pleaſures for evermore.“ All this, great and 
endleſs as it is, belongs to them who have God 
for their God: For when they are admitted into 
his preſence they ſhall be madè like him O mar- 
vellous change - capable of enjoying him, ſo as 
to be quite ſatisfied finding in him a fulneſs of 

joy pleaſures divinely great, abundant, a river 
of pleaſures yea a fountain of pleaſures ſpring- 

ing up into everlaſting life. Every ſenſe ſhall 

be gratified to the uttermoſt, and that for ever- 

more. Bleſſed be God for this unſpeakable gift-: 

And has he net herein vouchſafed us matter of 

Wen — not the believer, onght he not, 
1 28 to 


hk 
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to rejoice with exceeding great joy, who has 


this proſpect before him? Who that is out of hea+ 
ven can have more reaſon than he has? Survey 
it, O my ſoul: Take a narrow review of it. 
Examine over and over again the Pſalmiſt's 
deſcription of it, and ſee what can be added 
to make it abſolutely perfect. If nothing can, 
if it be as full as God can make it, may my 
heart grow in holy deſires after the glory that is 
to be revealed, and en in the God: of * 
ſalvation. 

Our {VS gives: us the Ps deſeription i in 
theſe words, ſpeaking to his apoſtles, © T appoint 
unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appoint- 


ed unto me (in the ſureſt, fulleſt manner that 


it can be conveyed)---that ye may eat and drink 
at my table in my kingdom, and ſit upon 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael.“ 


The king of this holy land is Immanuel -- God 


Jeſus: He is the King of kings, the Lord crea- 
tor of all worlds, and the government of them all 
is upon hĩs ſhoulders, and the names of his redeemed 
are written upon his heart. For them he has 
made abundant proviſion, that they may feaſt 
with him at his table, and may be receiving out 
of his fulneſs every grace that can make them 
completely and eternally bleſſed : For they ſhall 
fit down with him upon his throne, and ſhall ſhare 
with him in all his royalties, bleſſing and adoring 


lam in their everlaſting ſongs of triumph. Unto 


him that loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins 
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in his own blood, and hath. n bag and 


what m 
upon us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of 


8 unto: God and his Father: Jo him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.“ 


The apoſtle: John calls upon us now to begin 


the heavenly ſong: And he would have us to do 
it with the ſweeteſt melody in our hearts, praiſing 
our ſovereign Lord, who has taken our nature 


into union with himſelf, in order that by his 


Spirit we might be joined to him our glorified 
head, and might by faith partake. of his holy and 
heavenly nature. No words can deſcribe more 
fully ihe dignity to which by virtue of this unlon 
we ſhall be exalted: Nay it is not tò be con- 
ceived at preſent how great it will be. Behold 
aner of love the Father hath beſtowed 


God: therefore the world knoweth us not, be- 
cauſe it knew him not: Beloved, xoW are we 


the ſons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be, but we know, that when he 
ſhall appear we ſſiall be like him; for we. ſhall 
ſee him as hes: And every man that hath this 
hope in him, purifieth himſelf even as he is pure. 
O what a dignity isi this: What upon earth is to 
be compared for one moment to it Sons of God 
Sons of Adam, who have borne the image of 


the earthly; advanced to bear the image of 


the heavenly: This is a glory which ſurpaſſeth 


all undetſtanding. It did not yet appear as it is 
to the beloved John: He knew as much of it, 
as Ae ever man did, but it was far greater 

| than 
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than his knowledge. He knew it but in part: 
He was indeed ſealed with the Holy Spirit of 
Promiſe, who is the earneſt of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion. 
But the earneſt is not the inheritance itſelf. It 
is only a pledge and a ſecurity, that at the ap- 
pearing of Jeſus. Chriſt, the great God and our 
Saviour, we ſhall be put into full poſſeſſion. At 
preſent” we have it in the promiſe of the God of 
truth: And faith in its promiſe begets a hope, 
that will never make us aſhamed: Becauſe it 
will keep us patiently waiting for the manifeſta- 
tion of the ſons of God, when we ſhall: come 
to the eternal enjoyment of all the riches, 
and pleaſures, and honours of our ſonſhip with 
Chriſt our glorified Head. 
The apoſtle would lead us alſo to conſider the 
fountain from whence all this bleſſedneſs ſprings, 
from the Father What manner of love the 
Father hath beſtowed upon us. The love ex- 
preſſed by this name, Father, has no parallel. 
It had no beginning, and it will have no ending. 
It is from everlaſting to everlaſting—bringing 
with it out of its infinite ocean all the ſtreams of 
grace, which make glad the city of God, and 
never ſtopping till it return with all the happy 
objects of his love to the ſame great ocean 
again. The apoſtle would have us to behold, 
and to admire the miracles of the Father's love, 
- which-he purpoſed and wrought out, and beſtow- 
| vu upon vs, who are ſinners even as others, and 
„„ 2 yet 
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yet to the everlaſting praiſe and hes . 
grace choſen called: effectually brought into 
the family and houſchold of faith by the Spirit of 
adoption, and ennobled---fons ot God what an 
exaltation- what a bleſſedneſs! Made the 
children of God, heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Chriſt with him who is Lord of all- 
admitted to ſhare with him in his kingdom, his 
crown, his glories: According to his own prayer, 
«Father, I will that they alſo whom thou haft - 

given me be with me, where I am, that they 

may behold: my glory, may be with me, may 

be like me. O what an animating view is 
here for the higheſt rejoicing of faith and 
hope! Chriſt by taking our nature into union 
with himſelf has advanced it into the greateſt 
dignity of which it is capable: For it is heaven 
to be with him, where he is in his glory; like 
him, conformed to that ſtandard of all perfection 
in body and ſoul, perfectly and eternally: What 
a hope ſhould this beget and cheriſh?. even a 
hope full of glory and immortality ! Eſpecially 
as all this honour is according to the Father's 
covenant purpoſes :. For whom he did foreknow, 
them he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firſt-born among many brethren : Moreover 
whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called, 
and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified, 
and whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. 
What ſhall we ſay to theſe things? Can there 
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be greater grace ſhewn' from the God of all 
grace? Can there be higher honour conferred, 
than to be ſo exalted from the depth of fin and 
miſety, as to be taifed fo the honours of ſonſhip, 
even to a conformity to the Son of God. O 
what ſentiments had that blefſed man of it, when 
he ſaid, As for me, I will behold thy face in 
righteouſheſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake 
after thy likeneſs ; for thou wilt ſhew me the 
path of life ; in thy preſence is the fulneſs of 
Joy, and at thy right hand there are pleaſures for 
evermore.“ Conformity to Jeſus brings with it 
this fulneſs of joy; and the hope of it is an 
active and a lively grace: For every one that 
hath this hope in him purifieth himſelf even as 
Chriſt is pure. This is the mark at which the 
believer aims, he wiſhes to be like Chriſt, and to 
be more like him: He would feel more of the 
power of the croſs of Chriſt to crucify in him 
the body of ſin, and more of the power of the 
riſen Jeſus, that there may be a real growth intd 
him; and that in all things: Thus he purifies 
his heart and life by that faith in Jeſus; of which 
the apoftle thus ſpeaks, « Brethren, I have not 
yet attained what I am ſtriving for ; but this one 
thing I do, forgetting thoſe things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto thoſe things which 
are before, I preſs toward the mark for the 
prize of the high 5 of God in L 
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| ” Theſe are ſome of the ſcripture authorities, 
11505 which this concluſion may be fairly drawn, 
that a believer, whatever view he may take of 
himſelf, either from what he was, when dead 
in treſpaſſes and fi ins, or from what he now is, 
quickened by the Spirit of Chriſt, and living by 
faith, yet crying out under a. ſenſe of his cor- 
ruptions, O wretched man that J am, who ſhall 
deliver me; yet he may thank God through 
Jeſus Chriſt his Lord: For he is warranted, he. 
is commanded to rejoice in the Lord always, and 
to triumph in the God of his ſalvation. And 
he has enough given him in hand to exerciſe that 
ftrong faith, which will adminiſter ſtrong conſo- 
lation, even great, very great joy and peace in 
believing: For the word of God cannot be 
broken, bis promiſes cannot fail, his covenant 
engagements are immutable, given as infallible 
ſecurity to the believer, that his faith may not 
ſtagger at any difficulty, but looking to a faithful 
God he may go on his way rejoicing in Noreen of 8 
| the glory of Gd. 
"Theſe #re ſome of the bleſſed effects 15 ibn: 
to Jeſus, and living by faith upon him and his 
fulneſs. In this way there is continual matter of. 
triumph. Let the believer look back on What 
he was by nature, or on what he is now in his 
renewed ſtate by grace, or looking forward to 
the glory that is to be revealed at the appearing, 


of Kis Saviour, when he ſhall be with bim in the 
een 
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kingdom which cannot be moved, and ſhall be 
like him, all his members conformed to their mc i © 


glorious Head, and partaking of his divine riches, 


and honours, and pleaſures, what upon earth 
ean exceed ſuch a proſpect! What can admi- 
niſter greater happineſs, than o have the evi- 


dence of it kept clear and open | What can 
make life more comfortable, and the end of our 


faith more deſirable, than ſuch great and bleſſed 


things ! promiſed and given moſt freely in time, 


yea, in the fulleſt manner that almighty love can 


beſtow them in eternity. 


For ſuch mercies bleſs the Tk O my ſoul; 


and all that 1s within me, bleſs his holy Name. 
O thou beginning and ending, the firſt and the 
laſt, the author and the finiſher of the faith, 
Jehovah Jeſus, I have been looking up to thee for 
thy divine teaching, and I am till looking up to 
thee for thy divine bleſſing on this my offering. 
It is a poor mite, which I would caſt into thy 
treaſury, as my dying teſtimony for the truth and 


for the power of thy goſpel. Be pleaſed to 


accept it out of thine infinite condeſcenſion. 
Thou knoweſt the heart of thy ſervant : What- 
ever is right in it is thine own, the work 


of thine own grace. Failings there are, and 


they are mine: Of thy mercy pardon them. 
And make uſe of this little treatiſe, as it 


| ſhall ſeem beſt to thy godly wiſdom, for the 


increaſe of faith in thy church, and for the 
| advancement 
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advancement of thine own fame and os, "2 has 
nore honour may be put upon thy word, more 
dependence exerciſed upon thy faithfulneſs, and 
there may be a growing conformity to it in the 
hearts and lives of thy people. Be pleaſed, 

merciful Saviour, to accompany the reading of it 
with thy Spirit for theſe purpoſes, and I ſhall be 
amply rewarded, May thy grace, the grace of 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Offs be with us 


4 2 7 4 » A 


| THE 

SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE | 
or THE | 

SACRAMENT. 


'LORD's SUPPER, 


BRIEFLY STATED. 


Then faid Jeſus unto them, Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, except y& | 
eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye bave no life 
in you. John vi. 53+ / | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
Tu E following ſhort treatiſe was drawn up at 


the requeſt of a charitable lady, and publiſhed 
for the benefit of the poor. The deſign of it 


was to open to them the nature and uſe of the 


holy ſacrament : and: L 3s pe bovght the moſt 


proper method, not 


So. 4. 
Ky * 


the ſubject, but to IA It 


openeſt it, aſæ him, from whom cometh every 
good and perfect gift, to accompany thy peruſal 
of it with his grace and bleſſing: And if it be of 
any ſervice to thee, give the glory to Gov, and 


pray for the author. 
W. R. 


E ige and full upon 
ay it before them in one | 
view, that they might underſtand it more eaſily, 
and remember it the better. Reader, before thou 


_— 
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Fi ſacrament of the Lord's Supper was 
_ ordained by Chriſt himſelf. Before his paſſion 
he took bread, and bleſſed it, and brake, and 
gave it to his diſciples, as the outward and viſi- 
ble ſign of his body broken ; and he took wine 
and bleſſed it, and gave it to them, as the out- 
ward and viſible ſign of his blood poured out, 
and ſhed for the ſins of the world. And then he 
commanded them, and us, to continue to do 
the ſame in remembrance of him; ſo that we 
muſt firſt know what we are to remember of him 
in this ordinance, before we can keep it aright. 
We muſt conſider the ſcope and deſign of it 


for what end Lit: left us theſe memorials of 
d 3 his 
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his body and blood; upon what motive he re- 
quired us to partake of them; and what benefit 
we are to receive thereby. For theſe reaſons it 
is of great conſequence clearly to underſtand the 
nature and uſe of the Lord's Supper. Reader, 
] hope thou ſeeſt the importance of it in a ſtrong 
light. May God give thee a right judgment in 
this weighty matter. Conſider then, that 
You have an immortal ſpirit within you, 'wphoſe life of 
happineſs depends as much upon God the Father of 


eue as your 8 des upon the food and elements 


. MOSES 5 given us tl uh account of the two 
parts of which man is compoſed. % The Lord 
God formed man of the duſt of the ground, 
* and breathed into his noſtrils the beth of 
* life, and man became a living ſoul,” Gen. ii. 7. 
The bodily part was formed of the duſt of the 
8 ground, but the ſpiritual part was immediately 
| infuſed, and breathed from God ; and as they 
had a different original, ſo they go to different 
places; when the body dies, it returns to duſt, 
but the ſpirit, the breath of life, returns to God 
that gave it. "While man continued innocent, 
his ſoul had a life of bappineſs dependent upon 
God; for as it is created, it muſt be 1 1 


wg its life muſt be ä by that being, 
— 5 whom 
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whom it depends. And this being is God: 
« For with thee is the fountain of life,” ſays the 

Pſalmiſt, Pal: xxxvi. 9. All ſpiritual life flows 

from God, as from its proper fountain, and is 

ſupported by a vital union with him, as much as 

the body is ſupported by a vital union with the 
food and elements oſ this world: what theſe are 

to the life of the body, that is God to the life of 
the ſoul, for he holdeth our ſouls in life,” Pſal. 
Ixvi. 9. He holdeth and maintaineth the ſoul in 

its ſpiritual life. And when there was no fin 

in the world it was an happy life. So long as 
all things continued very good, the ſoul enjoyed 

ſweet and bleſſed communion with God. It 
walked in the light of his countenance, and the 

ſenſe of his continual preſence filled it with 
peace, and love, and joy. But this happy ſtate 
of things did not laſt e for 


= Your Jud lo T1 this 1 ife of bappin by es er 

_ THE, Whole bock of God proves this truth. 
In expreſs words it ſays, that fallen man is 
« alienated; from the life of God,“ Eph. iv. 18. 
being eſtranged from that life, which God hath 
given to, and ſupported in man, while he con- 
tinued innocent. Upon ſin's entering into the 
world, the ſentence took place, dying thou Malt 8 


die, the body chepame mortal, and the ſoul was 
ee | | alicnated 
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alienated from that divine ſupport, wherein its 
life of happineſs conſiſted, and died from God, 
hich is the worſt kind of death. The vital 
union” between him and the foul was broken; 
for your fins have ſeparated between you and 
« your God,“ Ifa. lix. 2. they have ſeparated 
| between you and the fountain of life, they 
5, have cut off al communion with Him; W 


which we all are b nature, the ſoul is as dead 
to the offices of ſpiritual life, as a cold lifeleſs 
_ corpſe is to the offices of animal Hife. 

If theſe ſcriptures do not appear to you 
With convineing evidence, confult matter of 
fact. How is the caſe with your own foul ? 

Was not you by nature dead to God? Tf not, 

then you was always alive to the things of God. 

From your very infancy you took no delight in 
childiſh diverſions, much leſs in fin, in pride, 
| in envy, in lying, and ſwearing, or in any act of 
1 uncleanneſs; but your heart was full of love to 
God, and every ex preſſion of that love was de- 
lightful. You knew no joy like that of prayer. 
To be continually pouring out your praiſe and 
thankſgiving to your Creator, was your heaven. 
Tue world fe dead to you, that its ſtrongeſt 

| temptations had no force. Wealth and honor, 
and pleaſure, and whatever is called great and 
mighty, had no charms compared with devotion. 
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Say, was this always the ſweet and holy frame 
of your ſoul from the firſt dawning and opening 
of reaſon? Was your heart always thus full of 
love to God, and always thus happy in com- 
munion with him? Were your affections never 
drawn away by any worldly objects, whereby 
you robbed God of that continual fervice of all 
your faculties, which was his due? Can you lay 
claim to this perfect uninterrupted obedience ? 
Surely, you will not: for what man is he that 
liveth, and ſinneth not? Nay, what man is there 
that has not found a coldneſs and deadnefs of 
his affections, when he tried' to fix them upon 
God, and the things of God? Have not you 
found it in yourſelf? Do you not now find it? Try 
then to pray for two or three hours together 
without wandering thought. You cannot. 

Why then, theſe are evident proofs, that your 
ſoul is alienated from the life of God, and 


| 2 Har | 
You have 10 Power in 1 10 7 recover this be 75 
Cod in the ſoul. 


THE law runs in this ſtyle, he ſoul that fimneth, 
it Mall die. Death is the wages of fin, you have 
ſinned; for all have ſinned, and God is Juſt to 
give you your wages. He has promiſed them, and 
he is faithful and true to fulfil his promiſes. He 
muſt fulfil them, unleſs you can by ſome means 

F + be 


3 


— 
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be reſtored to his favour, and. recover the ** 
grace in the ſoul; for if there be truth in God, 
the | foul that fameth it ſhall die. But you can do 
nothing to merit the recovery of this life, becauſe 
your whole nature is ſinful and guilty. Vou are 
in the ſtate of a condemned malefactor, with 
this peculiar circumſtance; of diſtreſs, that you 
have not even a deſire to apply for pardon. 
Vour ſoul is ſo abſolutely enſlaved to ſin, that it 
loves its priſon and its dungeon. Every faculty 
is under the bondage of Satan, and able to work 
out nothing but ſin. In this ſtate you are utterly 
belpleſs and miſerable. . Your condition is 
. ſuch”. (as our chureh in her tenth article ex- 
preſſes it) “ that you cannot turn and prepare 
« yourſelf, (and much leſs attain) by your own 
* natural ſtrength. to faith and calling upon 
God the grace of Chriſt muſt go before to 
give you a good will, and then work with 
_ « you when you have that good will.“ The 
firſt good motion of the, will comes from Chriſt, 


: | even the deſire to live unto God is his free gift, 


and every ſtep i is his work, until the life of God 

be perfected in the ſoul. He only, whoſe voice 
is to call the dead out of their graves, can call i 
to the ſinner, and be obeyed, 66 awake thou that 5 


cc * ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt : 


| « mall give | thee life.” 5 - Chriſt, and Chriſt only,. 
wn life to give to the dead þ in. ſin. Ihe fancied 


15 of nature, the religion of, mate. morality, 
7 learning, 


— ek 


UE sAchAMENT. 5 361 


i. 


learning, arts, and ſciences, theſe with all other 
natural and acquired talents, can no more revive 
a dead ſinner, than they can create a world. 

The. conyiction of this truth is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary; for you can never apply to Chriſt for the 
free gift of his divine life, until you be perfectly 
convinced that you want it, and that you can do 
nothing to merit it. Vou can have no motive to 
apply to him, until you find your own. helpleſs- 
neſs, and therefore if you never ſaw your want 
of this divine life, intreat him to ſhew you your 
deadneſs i in fin. Beg of him to open the eyes 
of your underſtanding, that you may be able to 
ſee in what a wretched dead ſtate you have been 
all your days, and may be thereby ſtirred up to 
pray with ſtrong crying and tears to the Prince of 
life, that he would raiſe you from the death of 
ſin, unto a life of righteouſneſs : for, 


A Jeſus Chrift came into the world to recover for fntri 
that life of Werde which they had Jerfeited. 


5 "THE. Ae ny ary are full of this truth Hoo be- 
ginning to end. Jeſus Chriſt is there ſet forth as 

the almighty Saviour and Redeemer, who giveth : 
li ife unto the world. He was the eternal and ſelf 

exiſtent God, equal in every perfection and at- 
tribute with the Father and the Holy Spirit, and 
n he was plei fed out of his infinite. mercy and love 
en e Aa CC 
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; w be 1 united to our nature, by which union, God 
and man became one Chrift ; fo that he who. 


75 obeyed the law, ſuffered, and died for us, Was 


truly a divine and infinite perſon. © By his 6bedi- 

ence he atoned for our breach of the divine law ; 
Hi his fufferings, he freed us from the puniſhment 
due to the breach of it; and he died that we 
might” ” Jive thiough him,“ 1 John iv. 9. à life of 
grace i in this world, anck a life of glory for ever in 
heaven, whereby Wat Be flid of himfelf might 
be fulfned; „ am come that they might have 
fe, and that they might have itn _ abut 
40 dantiy,“ r 

This is the ſcripture accbunt bf ab Wabicts 

ele by ich bur forfeited life 48 reſtored. 
it IS, the free e gift of Tefiis Cbriſt, the lord of life 
and. glory. He is the Lord God ommnip tent, 
who created the heavens and the earth, and 
without whom was not any thing LANES that- 
was made. He gave us our life at firft. And 
when it was forfeited by ſin, he camè from 
hensbelr to redeem it; ſo that we owe him a 
dopble debt of . er Was wonderful 
love, "hal, h. he ſhould create us at firſt but of 
88 0 : i but more” ih that he ſhould 


n fron For "heaven to lay down his own 

- = = 52 00 n for ours. This love furpattethy all 
| ei, "Me, who have” never taſted it, 
can, And e inmate of it; and they Who Have 
taſted it by fs, La it to be 3. vn 
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tall Meart can conceive, or tongue can utter. 
Howeve, they kriow all that' can be uriderſtood 

it in the pteſent world; for faith receives this 
ira life” from Teſus' Chriſt. Faith is that 
divine grace planted in the ſoot by the Holy 
Spirit; Wheteby ik is vitally united to] efus Chriſt, - 
and receives fupport from him to begin, catry on, 
ard perfect its ſpiritual life, Yoga! this 5 ANpy, me 
een F 


1 8 2 
o < g 
hh ne * 


als receives. * Iefus Cb ift the bie val tits 
4 Which he came to give unto the world. 6 


ET 
At 
2 17 


FATTII. as; a Chriſtian | grace, is widely differ- 
ent from 10 hifforical affent; for it does not only 
believe that Chriſt has life to give to a fi nful 
World, but alſo receives it from him. This i is 
effential to a true living faith, Which is a vital 
uniting principle, and by which the believer i is 
intimately joined to Chriſt, and draws ſapplies 
of nouriſhment from Kim, for the fupport of his 
ſpiritual life. The following ſcriptures prove. it 
to be of the eſſence of true faith, to receive this 
Ife from Chriſt. Theſe are written, ſays St. 
e John Xx. a, that ye might believe that Jeſus 
is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believ- 
&/ ing ye might have life through his name. I. 
© am the reſurrection and the life, ſaith the 
ce Lord” John xl. 25, He that believeth in me, 
« though he were dead, yet ſhall he live; and 
= <a . « whoever 
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„ whoever liveth and believeth in me, ſhall 
never die;“ for he ſhall be as cloſely connected 
With the root and ſtock of all ſpiritual life, as the 
branches of the vine are with the root. I am 
the vine,” faith the Lord of life, ©. ye are the 
i branches; as the branch cannot live, and 
« bear. fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the 
« vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in me.” 
By believing, we abide in him; for faith is the 
bond of this union. It engrafts us into Chriſt, 
who is the root and ſtock of our ſpiritual life. 
In him we live; from him we receive nouriſh- 
ment, and are enabled to bear much fruit to the 
glory of God. This is the happy ſtate of 
Chriſtians, who believe on the Son of God, and 
| have everlaſting life ; but miſerable beyond 
conception is the ſtate of them, who are not 
united to him; for he that believeth not the Son 
ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth 
on him, John i iii. 36. 7 
Theſe ſcriptures clearly prove, that Faith i is the 

hand, which God enables us to put forth, and by 
which we lay hold of Chriſt, and life in him. 
The blefſed apoſtle Paul had happy experience 
of this doctrine; he relates it in theſe remarkable | 
words, Gal. li. 20, 64 1am crucified with Chriſt, 1 
« nevertheleſs [ live ; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth 
| & f in me, and the life which I now live in the. 
« fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 


yo who loved me, and gave himſelf for me.“ 
*s Ja * 
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In this paſſage we have full proof of all the 


former propoſitions ; as firſt, St. Paul was cruct- | 


fied and dead to fin with Chriſt, which plainly 
ſuppoſes him to have been alive to. fin before ; 
and being thus crucified and dead, nevertheleſs I 
live, ſays he, a life of. righteouſneſs and holineſs, 
but not by any. power or virtue in myſelf. No, 
I could not make myſelf righteous or holy— 
Ye! not 1, but Chrift liveth in me : he is the author 
of this life, and faith is that grace, by which we 
receive and enjoy it; the life which I now live in 


the feſh, I tive by the faith of the Son of God, who 


loved me, and gave  hymſelf for me, Oh! happy 
Paul, who could without preſumption ſay, the 
Son of God loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
Reader, wouldſt thou not give all the world to 
be able to ſay the ſame? Thou wouldſt. Why 
then, pray to God for the gift of faith, and when 
he gives it thee, it will make thee as happy as 
it did Paul. It will let thee know, that Chriſt 
alſo loves thee, and gaye himſelf for thy Ans. 
May the ſpirit of grace beſtow upon thee the 
true living faith, that upon thine own experience 

thou mayeſt be able to repeat the words after 
the apoſtle, and ſay, © I am crucified with 
al Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live; yet not I, but 
& Chriſt liveth i in me, and the life which T now 
hive i in the fleſh, J live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me.” 
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1 the + field the- «dads 2 a0 of Chain, from 
. which faith receives iti pleas Wer WA med 


* "by bread aud wine. 2 Mg. "4 3a: A 2 ee 


1 was the great 5 ah deſt ien 2 the 
Chriſtian. revelation to diſcover to us, in what 
method the life, which, we had Lorfeited, vas to 
be reſtored. The knowledge . of. this is of tt 
greateſt moment. Our happy eternity depends 


upon it; 1 and theretore God has. beep Pleated to to 


teach. it us in the plaineſt manner. He bas 


5 condeſcended to our capacities, : and has made ule 
of ſenſible _ objects to explain matters of faith, 


The ſoul does not fee at preſent, but through 


the e eyes of the "body. | Inviſible | and spiritual 
things muſt be brought down to our ungerſfandl 


ings by vilible and material; and this | is done | n 


ir 


the ſacrament o t 4 Lord“ $ 74 We Enow 


QTF 


the meat and drink, which ſuſtain the life of pig 
body, to be the. outward and viſt ble ſigns of that 


| ſpiritual meat and drink, which, ſuſtain ghe 1 life of 


the ſoul. He has ordained bread, and Wine, to 
repreſent to the outward. ſenſes, the. {piritual 


ſupport, which the ſoul receives from the body 


and blood of Chriſt. And in confeguence of | 
God's $ ordination. El | 
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Lt as certain à truth, that: the. body and blood. Us 
Christ do ſupport the life of grace: in the ſoul, ns 
bur dend and niit 4 fupport life' in the bad. 


; MAN, as was e obſerved, in his Present 
embodied ſtate, does not ſce ſpiritual objects, but 
as they are compared with material. The reve- 


lation of God in the Old Teſtament and the 
New, 1: is adapted to man in, this ſtate. Objects 


of faith are repreſented to him by objects of 


ſenſe. _ Outward things : are ordained. to ſtand for 
inward; and God, who cannot lic, has inſtituted 
the outward ſign, to give us evidence of the 
inward grace. He has inſtituted bread and 
wine, to repreſent rhe body and blood of Chriſt: 

and as bread is the ſtaff of the life, it is therefore 
a, juſt picture of the bread of life, which Chrilt 
brought down with him from heaven; and as 
wine maketh glad the heart of man, it is there- 
fore a juſt picture of that moſt precious bloog, 

whichalone taketh away the fins of the world, and 
therefore which alone maketh glad the hearts of 
ſinners. The bread and wine thus inſtituted, are 
ſigns to ſet before our ſenſes what Chriſt's body 


| and blood are to do to the ſoul; from whence aroſe 


the neceſſity of giving the ſame name to the 
ſign as to the thing ſignified : becauſe what the 


SS ZE 4 


ſign does to the body, the thing ſignified does to 


the ſoul. When Chriſt took up the, bread, and 


faid, 4 his is my body, and the wine, and ſaid, This 
I is 
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is my blood, he ſpake the language which the Old 
"Teſtament" had always uſed, and the only lan- 


guage which men could underſtand: for it was 


a received rule in the Old Teſtament to call the 


ſign and the thing ſignified by the ſame name; 


and it will always be 'a received rule, fo long as 
men are confined to ſenſe, and cannot ſee ſpiti- 


tual objects, but by their material types and in- 
ſtituted figures. You cannot ſee how the body 


and blood of Chriſt ſupport the ſoul, but you ſee 

that bread and wine do ſupport the body; and 

the infallible God has engaged his word and 
truth to you, that there is as true and real ſup- 

port for your ſouls: in the body and blood of 

_ Chriſt, as there is for your bodies in the bread 


and wine. He inſtituted the ſign, to ſet before 


ä your eyes a picture, both of the life which 
Chriſt gave, as alſo of the 


manner in which he 
gave it: for his death was the purchaſe of your 


life. His body was ſo bruiſed, wounded, and 
ſmitten for your tranſgreſſions, that he ſays in the 
Pſalms, there was no whole part in it; therefore 
the ſacramental bread is broken, and the wine is 
poured out, as his moſt precious blood was out 


of every pore and yein. I might trace the like - 
neſs in many more inſtances, but theſe may ſuffice 


to ſhew the propriety of inſtituting bread to 
| repreſent the body of Chriſt, which is meat not 
figuratively or metaphorically, but in deed and in 
truth; 3 and wine to N the blood of 


W 
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ch is drink indeed and in truth. 


5 2 
e 
Chriſt, © 


Thus far the meaning of the ſacrament; as to 


the outward and viſible fign, and as to the inward 


and ſpiritual grace is plain enough. As d ſign 


it is generally well underſtood, but then it is . 
merely a r ; it is e more : I For 0; 
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ſpiritual life in Chrift, but a 40% as under a ſeat "= 
convey it. 4 
IIS is the chief part os FI 8 flo 


I fear it is greatly miſtaxen. To ſet a ſeal to a 
writing or inſtrument, 1s making all that is con- 


"tained in it authentic and v 
| ſets a ſeal to an inſtrument he declares, this is 


my act and deed.” .S0 ſetting a ſeal to the 


elements is a legal gnveyance of what they 


ſignify, and whoſoever Nceives them under God's 


ſeal, he verily and indeed receives the body and 
blood of Chriſt, together with the ſpiritual life 
purchaſed by them. In this ſenſe St. Paul cer- 


tainly underſtood the Lord's ſupper; for he ſpeaks 


of it 1 Cor. x. 16. not only as a ſign, but alſo as 
a real ſeal. < The cup of bleſſing, which we 
« bleſs, is it not the communion of” (or that 


vrhicb communicates to us) © the blood of Chriſt? 


„The bread which we break is it not the com- 
e munion of“ (or that which communicates to 


ps) « the body of Chriſt In the cup we com- 


municate 


Alid. When a man 
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mynicate —_ partake of not de ggg ſign, but 
of abe blond of Chriſt. . In the bread we com- 
unigate and partake of not the mere ſign, but 
ofathe body of, Chriſt; Fg and mhoever thus com- 
Wnkigates and partakes of the body. and blood 


of Chriſt; to him the qutward elements are a ſeal 
of that ſpiritual and divine life, which Chriſt's 


body broken, and his blood poured out, were = 
means of ee for Wren W r 
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3 4" ; ; 
* < T5 
4 "I 4 %. > * * 4 1 d * 
** af 4 
5 * F 
| 7 A LB 
hy A „ *%7 4? 7 
* 
S. 


* 


Thes bend ond Wine are ani 10 all: —_— but 
w_ QJ 3 5 11 2 Tn -— iq the eee 4 725 744 q 


» ef | 
| E Ir op EL 


"_— rchihas determined this 1 N 
8th article, V here it is faid,;that * the body of 
Chriſt is given, takengandeeatsn i in the ſupper 

Cy e aſter an heaves enly and ſpiritual manner. 

And the mean, wh the body of Chriſt is 

. * receiyedi and aten in. the. ſupper, is faith.” 

Faith is the maans of our communicating of the 
elements in an heavenly and ſpiritual manner; 

and this faith is the gift f God. His good 

Spirit alone is able to applysto the hearts of 
- thecommunicants, be divine ſppport- ſignified by 


the outward elements; and it is his office to make 


_ the application, and to give us an intereſt in all 
the promiſes of the goſpel: fox it ĩs en pane 
hut the Holy Spirit of promiſe. can, ſeal to us a 
ene 1 His grace muſt be, in the 


heart, 
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— of gur want of fpiritual life, 
and of the neceſſityſ f geeking it from Jeſus 
Chriſt. before we can perceive any thing more in 
the elements than bread/and wine; and he muſt 
have given us ſaome knowledge of gur intereſt in 
Chriſt, before faith can live and feed upon the 
body and blood of Chntt under the gutward 
elements. Sacramental communion is, no doubt, 
No e and Partake 9 of the boch nd 
nicate. in n this manner? None but beli 8 who 
haye the eye of faith e to look throug h the 
ſigns t to the things ſignil ed. And who enables 
them to communicate and paths « of the things 
ſignified under the, ſigns? 4 The Spirit of God, 
who dwells in the hearts of believers : and who 
ſeals-to them. the Promiſes, of God made to them = 
in this, facrament-, bk eceſlity of his appli- 
gatien and ſealing the Was ſo evident to, the 
Primitive Obriſtians, that at the conſecration of 
the; ſacramental wine. the prieſt uſed to mir 
water with it, w which was 35 4H he had declare i in 
ſo; many. words, — -1 belieye the. influence ol 
the. Holy Spirit, to, be. neceſſary to apply to our 
ſouls the merits. 0 of Chriſt: 8 blood, and therefore 
L pour 5 in this eiter ned. is the known emblem 
of the grace of.,the, Holy Spirit, that na perſon 
may expect Fn and. 1 life from the 
bare receiving f he outward, elements: the 


Holy Spirit mult be , in bis heart, dae to make 
: 15 
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it a ſpiritual ſervice; and to 
of conveying "ſpiritual ny oj 
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jy | WE. are Aer by nature dead i in treſpaſſes and 
fins. . e orfeited and, loft that life of happi- 
| 92 : Which innocent man enjoyed, while he 
e in the preſence of God, and had ſweet 
communion with him. And we can do nothing 
ä to recover this life of God in the ſoul; ſo that 
if be had left us to ourſelves, we muſt have 
dragged i on a miſerable exiſtence, until the mor- 
tal body | mould D Have fallen into the grave, and 
the ſoul ſhould have periſhed for ever from God 
and glory. "But thanks be to the ever bleſſed 
Trinity for contriving the gracious plan of our 
redempfion. Thanleg v God the Father for 
Jendir ing "the Son of 'h his ove to recover the ſpiri- 

| tual and divine life, hielt we had forfeited and 
loft. "Thanks be to the Holy Spirit, who enables 
us b y the hand of faith to receive this ſpiritual 
and dee f A And thanks be to Jeſus, the 
prince of life, Who Was pleaſed to inſtitute bread 
and wine, to be ſigns to the bodily ſenfes of his 
body and blood, and to be ſeals to the ſoul when 
A pplied' by faith. This is the ſtate of the doc- 
| krine; from whence it follows, that unleſs you 
eat of the fleſh of Chriſt with faith, and drink 
His blood With faith, TONE verily and indeed 
under 
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under the ſigns the things ſignified, then Chriſt 
himſelf declares, Jobs vi. 53: that you have no life 
in Hau. Nou have none of that life, which he 
came to give unto ſinners, but you are as dead 
to God, and to the things of God, as a lifeleſs 
corpſe i is to the things of this world: for you are 
alienated from the life of God, and muſt be ſepa- 
rated for ever, unleſs faith unite you to Jeſus 
Chriſt, ang give you life through him. 1 
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100 bear with me, while I aſk thee in the ſpirit 
of love, Whether th * Wit received this true 
living faith? Haſt tho intereſt in Chriſt, and 
doſt thou know it ſo early, that thou canſt truſt 


allthy concerns in time and in eternity with him? 
If thy foul be not in this happy ſtate, then conſi- 


der what danger thou art in. Thou art under 
the guilt of all thy ſins; the holy; juſt; and good 
law of heaven has found thee guilty, and thou 
muſt ſuffer the deſerved puniſhment in ſoul and 
body for ever. And when an almighty God 
comes to inflict this puniſhment on thee, wretch- 
ed man, think, oh think, what will- be then thy 
We Bae the ebenen of it, while thou 


art 


— 


i 
1 
t 
U 
f 
[1 
: 
4 
} 
'4 


q 
if 
ty 

. 

id 
| 
1 
; 

wp 

I I 


- READER, 5461 is at main e 5 hom 


2 — I . ——— 
Benim an Mie K * 4 


— — 
1 


= £4 * — - = 15 
— - — oy n — 
— 
— * 2 — —— "+ 
LEE — — — —— — — a © 


RE ——c___ . a 
1 crccccccccFTFTF—T———— — — — pe -- 
— DE — EE = 2 ST ACT — 1 
- 82 3 vc 2 — 3 
— — — 2 


ISA 
= 


ON 


- # 


— 


M schr TURE DocrRINE oF 


art reaching this; give thee no Urenlinefür That 


Watt eweceamg bad fymptom ; for then ſim has 


deſtroy d all motions knee and cod arr _ 


dead in trefpaſſes and fins. 
What! 9 fame of You 9, can 1 who! am 
Ave, and in good Health, be in this dead Rate ? 


Fes, | you Certain - may, and us you have ho living 


Faith; you are indeed in it; for this ſpiritual dead- 
neſs is very confiſtent with all the offices of ani. 
mal life. Nay, you 0 15 be a man of gaiety and 


Reeves. may be. ſeen. BE public places, 
you. may. be. the 1 and a h of, the 


polite, word, and et. you may be all £ the time 


dead to God d, an the things of God; the more 
alive you are to h. Re world, the more dead will 
vo be to S As the àpoſtle ſays, (She that 

leaſure ĩs dead y hile the liveth, 1 Ian. 
v. 6. K 1 g let eaeeacure is a ſpiritual 
death: ſo that you m alive and cheerful, 
and in high ſpirits, and Fet the immortal foul 
within you may be all the time dead to Odd. 
You may feed and indulge your deat body with 
good things, and your poor ſoul may be Rarving. 
And when this is the caſe; the more flouriſhing 
your Gutward condition is, the leſs Will you per- 
celoe of your ſpiritual deddneſs, beeaiiſe you will 


80 on the more ſmoothiy and merrily, until God 


thall-ftop you by ſome fiekniefs, or affſiction, or 
Mall eall you by his word; und- ſhall ſend his 


$664 met it to * to your heats, 


cc Awake 
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Awake chou chat ſleepeſt, and ariſe from che 
dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee life.“ Oh! that 
he may awaken thee; reader, if thou art now in 
the dead Aleep of fin, and may give thee faith to 


tmd life to thy foul in Jeſus Ohriſt. 
But however, until God begin this works! you 
ate not expected at the Lord's table. Untif yo 


be awakened, and ſee the deadneſs of your 
hearts to the things of God „Jou muſf eat and 
drink unworthily; for you do not deffre that 
Chriſt's body and blood: may ſupport yout [Piri 
tial life, as the bread and wine ſupport animal 
* Without raed deſire 2 camot diſcern the 
rh any thing more 
in ahi eats than in ccf bread and wine, 
and therefore if you partake of them, it muſt he 
upon fome wrong motiye, becauſe you watit the 
proper diſpoſitions, mall 
5 yout want of ſpiritual Te, and an carneſt deſite 
to receive it from Jeſus Chiritt, | {21 
In hopes that God will ſend OF of A ele con- 
ſiderations to your hearts with the effectual 
working of his grace, and ſtir up in you this 
good déffre, 1 proceed to apply what has beef 
ſaid to them, who have already this deſire. 
Reader is this thy caſe? Haſt thott been deeply 
convinced of thy finful and dead Rite by natur, 
and haſt thou beet ljed' to ſeek life from the free 
gt race of the Lord '6f life, and art thoü now Walt⸗ 
ing for it in his appointed ways and means! 5 IT 
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this * thy ſtate, thou art ſafe.” Thou art invit- 


ed, and thou wilt be a weleome gueſt at the 
Lord's table. Wboever i is awakened, and finds 
his foul alienated from the life of God, and 18 
hungering and thirſting for that ſpiritual life, 


which was purchaſed for him by the body and 
blood of Chriſt; he will attend upon this holy 
ordinance. Come, my brother, with full truſt 


and. confidence to this ſpiritual and heavenly 
Eift up thine heart to God in prayer, and 


— * thou mayeſt find, his preſence in his own. 


ardinance.. Be encouraged from the experience 
of others, wha. went hungering and thirſting as 


wou doſt, and he ſent chem away filled with 


good things... Oh : 


and ſoon, that thou mayeſt find grace to enable 


thee to live a life of holineſs, to the glory of thy 
redeeming God. And hem who have receiv- 
ed ſpiritual life from E iſt, ee, Kar, 1 


make my laſt application. * 


My Chriſtian brethren, I 3 — try to ſtir 


- Wy! W to a frequent attendance at the Lord's 


The many ſweet and refreſhing ſeaſons, 


| Ke you have enjoyed there, weigh more with 


vou than a thouſand arguments. Let me only 
remind you of the dignity of theſe holy myſte- 
ries. Here are the ſigns of Chriſt's body and 


blogd, and the ſeals of the life which, we 


receive. from. Chriſt's body and. blood, in this 


Winn the next. The. faithful now receive 
with 
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with the elements that ſpiritual and divine 
life from Chriſt, which they are to receive 
from him in heaven: for here is the bread 
' which he brought down with him from heaven, and 
the hidden manna, with which he has promiſed 10 
feed them, that overcome, for ever aud ever ; and for 
theſe reaſons faith ſets an high value upon the 
inſtituted ſigns of ſpiritual life, becauſe it receives 
under them the thing ſignified. Raife your de- 
votion from this conſideration. Go with humi- 
lity to receive the ſigns and ſeals of your ſpiri- = 
tual and divine life: and may the Lord Jeſus be | 
with you at his own table. May his good ſpirit 1 
prepare us all to communicate worthily, that we N 
may ſpiritually eat the fleſh of Chriſt, and drink == | 
| | 
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his blood ; that. we may dwell in Chriſt, and 
Chriſt in us; that we may be one with Chriſt, 
and Chriſt with us; and being thus united, may 
the body and blood of Jeſus Chriſt preſerve our 
bodies and ſouls unto everlaſting life. So be it 
Lord Jeſus. Amen, and Amen. 
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SEASONABLE ANTIDOTE 


AGAINST 


POPERY. 


7 IN As. 225 
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UPON 


JUSTIFICATION. 


BONA OPERA NON PRACEDUNT JUSTIFICANDUN, SED 
SEQUUNTUR JUSTIFICATUM. ; 


* 


1 


1 = — PIES —_— — — * — 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ya rap anda nanny 


ta 
4 
> 9 4 
I 
- * of 
L 0 
a i 
» 
- < 
. 
* c 
* N 
oy . 
- E 4 8 A L 
” - ; 8 4 
x þ 4 £ wo - 5 7 + X 1 8 
— * W — * * *, - b 
. 
— 
4 
— 
— 
” 
* 
- ” 4 
" 
* 
0 4 Y Wy » . 
7 1 
* K, 
* — 
* : 22 
- 
15 . 
* : 1 ” 
7. 4 F * k 7 af * A 4 1 
R . 
A I # | ; 1 
Fd f | | 
FAS; 3 d ; . . 
4 
% 
* 
- 
» 
* 
, 
— 5 
* 
” 
e ar 1 
— Fo 8 x 
- 0 1 * 1 5 
I 2 
5 
* « 4 * 8 * 
OI — ” 
* . 1 ” 
% * 
LY 
SY 4s p -; — 
* * IE. 38 » * 2 5 a 
a * . 5 Lia ra P * 
K Toy þ FT 7TTT 
12 % , 13 2 4 
WW: 3 -£ þ * 3 4 3 £ * 
„ L 1 ( ES 3 Ye; 
% . 
4s 4* * 
* 
— 1 *** SIPS 3 "FD Os IE ** r # " IS oem, SR + 
* * * n 1 E are RN fue V 1 we, ng . > 
* 
C8 br en s | 6 1 8 
* * Wo 1 5 R 
LY ; * 
4 
* 4 
| 7 
— — ** — 9 — Py p . — ; 
- = N _ * * * * 
* lee e TR , , e P * N * 1 N 
— 
T « 
* 
1 * * 
— 5 
- * 
s 4 - 4 7 ” £5 
4 
* > * * 25 
* of — 
1 
f . 
CY f - 
- - 
f * 
* 
* * 
5 A 
- » 
_ 
— \ 
Pry 8 1 
4 3 
# - 7 
- 
oy F = 
7 
- 
« 
, 
. - 


8 


* 
NN 


where, and they are ; vaſtly bufy at pre- 
ſent, They have more intereſt in this 
kingdom, and their do&rmes have more 


advocates, than people imagine. Some 


of their pretended enemies are their beſt 
friends, and do them the greateſt ſervice. 


While they cry out, popery, popery, . | 


would make men believe that they are n 
papiſts, they maintain the 6abGdinegital 


principles of the church of Rome. Theſe 


were maintained openly in a little piece 
lately printed at Briſtol, in defence of 
the Ppopiſh doctrine of juſtification by 


works. 
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works. It was given out gratis, and 
made ſome noiſe. - Reader, thou haſt here 
a faithful copy of this choice perform- 
ance: That the author of it might have no 
reaſon to complain of his meaning being 
miſrepreſented, his words tortured, his 
- ſcope and defign perverted, it was thought 
proper to give thee his words at full 
length. Here 8 0 are. Read and ad- 
mire. — ; 


To the inhabitants of the pariſh of St. 
8 in the city of Briſtol, this 7 
little paper (drawn up with a view 
towards the pre vention or removal of 
. dangerous an king r 5 


R K 


por” FO; e clearing g u p che anne 
ary doubts and ſcruples of others,— 

but at the ſame time, towards exit 
2 Jiang the ſerious attention of all, and 

e their conſciences awake as to 
real duties) is moſt humbly eee 
88 by their faithful ae | 
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A-ſhort and familiar. way. of explaining 
the important doctrine of juſtification, 
and the points dependent on it, agree: 
ably to —_— and the 1 QUIT of 
- anden „ ü „e e 
T * $44 108 311 
#1 | Juſtifcationis is a 3 . deined; from 
judicial proceedings, and is oppoſed to 
condemnation. When applied to perſons 
in this life, it anticipates the idea of a 
day of judgment, and declares the happy 
iſſue of a certain proceſs ſuppoſed tom he 
carried on in the court of een 
between God and the ſou. ey 
This being the caſe, when a jar” he is 
| brou ght to the bar, and agquitted by his 
judge, he is then ſaid to be juſtified ; That 
is, he is declared to be juſt or innocent 
in regard to the charge laid againſt him. 
But there is this circumſtance in the 
Chriſtian, wherein it differs from all 
other juſtifications, viz. That the juſtified 
perſon is not only acquitted, but re- 
warded ; and this e is an teen 
nein. of, glory. 0) ins 21 
Therefore 3 1 That te. firſt 


indent brought agazals: you in the 
court 


PABPACE; 


NE Tonſcienee: is, That 5 bar 
| — thereby broke the law of 
can les no defence, but muſt be in- 

fallibly caſt, and condemned. For all 

the world are become guilty; all having 
ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of 

God. But Chriſt's merits are here plead - 

able in arreſt of judgment. For when 
you” can make no defenee of your own, 

and would otherwiſe be neceſſarily con- 
demned, you can plead the merits of 
your ſaviour; and aſſert, That, as far as 
relates to the covenant of Works, or the 
covenant of a never-failing' obedience, 
vou are freed from the curſe. and ſen- 
tence attending the breach of it, by the 

mediation of Chriſt, and che imputation 
cf his righteouſtleſs. You can aſſert al ſo, 

That this mediation, and theſe merits 

Have odtaitied- for yeu 'a.- Covenant of 

er hopes, one more gracious in its 

8 being attended with-the-afliſtance 

God's Holy Spirit, and upon all ac- 

counts more eaſy for you to perform, 

viz The covenant- of faith and repent- 

ante q to the 'performanee of which a 
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free accu. of We r e 
annexet.”: DA 

The man is e brought: to the 
* a ſecond time; and is then to be 
tried upon the terms of this new and 


better covenant, via. Whether he has 
ſo co-operated with divine grace, and 
ſo improved his talent, as to have re- 


pentance and preſent obedience towards 


qualifications, his plea is allowed of, his 


perſon aceepted, and he is juſtified: S0 
that were he to die that moment, he 
would be ſecure in the mheritance of 
eternal glory. But if he is found deſtitute 
of true faith and ſincere repentance, his 
mouth is ſtopped, and he has no plea to 
make, nor apology to offer. —As to the 

ſacrifice and ſatisfaction of Chriſt, his 

merits, his obedience, or imputed Tighte- 


ouſneſs; the conſideration of them will 


only ſerve to aggravate his guilt, and 
increaſe his puniſhment, inſtead of leſ- 


ſening them; becauſe theſe things were 


never intended to ſuperſede the neceſſity 
of gas and a return to obedience, 
but, 


” 
EE nent ene 
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but, on che contrary, to ade 35 re- 
pentance and this return to duty become 
valid and acceptable in the ſight of 
God; and to purchaſe for them that re- 
ward of immortal happineſs, to which the 
moſt perfect obedience (ſuppoſing ſuch 
an obedience poſſible) could have no right 
or claim, 1 _ free ee of | 
God in Chriſt. 52 
Juso ſay more thai this: concerning the 
effects of Chriſt's imputed merits is blaſ- 
phemous Antinomianiſm; which opens a 5 
door for all manner of ſin and wicked- 
neſs, by taking away the neceſſity of per- 
ſonal virtue and inherent holineſs, and 
by making the imaginary transfer of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs to ſerve as a cloak 
for*the unrighteouſneſs of mankind. _ 
To ſay leſs is Socianiſm (but one re- 


move from modern deiſm) which de- 


ſtroys the idea of a Saviour and redeemer, 
and ſinks the Chriſtian covenant of grace 
and mercy into a mere arent of moral 
duties — 1 s Ek 

Between both who 8 lies et 
5 rn goſpel medium, which diſplays 
the mercy. of God to the returning and 
350 repenting 
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repenting ſinner, and bis juſtice on the 

. and incorrigible. 
Hence therefore a rational and as | 
evidence 5 of your juſtification; hence a 
genuine and authentic proof of your be- 
ing a new creature; and the proper, 
never- failing credential, that the ſpirit 
of God dwelleth in you 21 For, if you 
have true faith and ſincere repentance, 
you want no other ſigns or evidences: 
But if you have not theſe, To pretend 
to any other aſſurances, tokens, feelings, 
or experiences, is vain and deluſive. 
Hear therefore the judicious deciſion 
of our excellent church, as the conclu- 
ſion of the whole matter, Oh, but 
„how ſhall I know that the Holy Ghoſt 
is within me? Some man perchance 
will ſay :---Forſooth, as the tree is 
« ' known by his fruit, ſo is alſo the Holy 
„ Ghoſt. The fruits of the Holy Ghoſt 
„(according to the mind of St. Paul) 
% are theſe, love, joy, peace, long: ſuf- 
« fering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faithful- 
% neſs, meekneſs, temperance, &c. Con- 
trariwiſe, the deeds -of the fleſh are 
* theſe, adultery, fornication, unclean- 
« neſs, 


R 
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| « ede debate, emulation, wrath, con- 
4 tenſion, ſedition, hereſy, envy, mur- 
der, drunkenneſs, gluttony, and ſuch 
.<43wherem thou muſt behold thyſelf, and 
s diſcern, whether thou have the Holy 


«Ghoſt within thee, or the ſpirit of the 


„ fleſh. If thou ſee, that thy works be 


e virtuous and good, conſonant to the 


_ $-preſeript rule of God's Word, ſavour- 
ing and taſting not of the fleſh, but 


« of the ſpirit; then aſſure thyſelf, that 


thou art endued with the Holy Ghoſt: 


«Otherwiſe in thinking well of thyſelf, 


thou doſt nothing elſe but deceive thy- 
4 ſelf.“ (The — — the e 
— . 
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Believer. How do you do, my dear Sir? You 
are welcome to town. How did you leave all 
friends at Briſtol? e ee 
: ee jp on I thank you L oſs en 
Bel A = 5 -bring us any eee, news 
from thence ? 9 
Eng. We have nothing very particular at 
preſent, except that religion is more talked of 
than any other topic, and we have had ſome ſtir 
about a little piece is by our miniſter upon 
Juſtification. n 
Bel. I ſuppoſe, ent mie « The W hat 
« familiar way of explaining the important 
Doctrine of 2 which pou ſent me 


BY 
Eng. 


0 
1 
if 
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Eu. Yes. That is it, and have 0 read it 
carefully, as I deſired yo? ? yes 
over er times. | 

Eng. And what is your opinion of it * 

Bel. It is indeed ſhort, but far from being 
familiar, and inſtead of explaining from ſcripture 
this important doctrine, he leaves ſeripture quite 
out of the queſtion, leaves the church of 
England, and all the Proteſtant churches, and 
chooſes to go to the church of Rome for his ac- 
count of juſtification. 2 
Eng. Although this be a very ian charge 

againſt my Dr. yet I dare fay you would not lay 
Th unleſs you could make it good. __ 

Biel. You know that my charge is not againſt 
the man, but againft his tenets: * 7 never your 
Dr. T. in toy lie. k 28 h 

Eu. Trae! But are you not too ſharp ad 

ſevere in ſuppoſing him to be a Papiſt ? I know 
the man, and he cries out againſt Mtn as n 
as you can do. 
Bel. Does he indeed? Then 1 e he 
does not know what popery is; for he is an 
open defender of its fundamental ee be TBI! 
' Enq. How do you prove that? r 

Bel. Why ! From this very paper of: " He 
Here maintains juſtification by works; which is 
the grand hereſy of the Papiſts, and from which 
their moſt dangerous errors are derived, and he 
denies. that juſtification is by faith only, which 

\ all 
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all ſound Proteſtants maintain, and therefore he 
cannot be a Proteſtant: 

All Proteſtants hold juſtification t to be ag Faith 
t but Dr. T. holds juſtification to be by 
works, therefore he is not a Proteſtant. 1 
And he muſt be a Papiſt, becauſe the grand 
hereſy of popery conſiſts in holding juſtification 
to be by works, and Dr. T. holds juſtification 
to be by works, therefore wk is in the n. 
hereſy of popery? = 
Eng. But from whence a it appear, that 
Dr. T. holds juſtification by works? 

Bel. It appears from the general ſcope and 
deſign of this little tract, in which he ſets out at 
firſt tolerably well, and until he comes near the 
end of his third paragraph there is ſomething 
ke the truth, but he begins to loſe ſight of it, 
when he talks „ of Chriſt's having obtained 
“ for us a covenant of better hopes, and that 
« faith and e are the terms of this 
4 covenant“ | | 

Eng. And are they not? 

Bel. No. The ſeripture ae faith veg 
repentance as the privileges and free-gifts of the 
covenant of grace, which the Dr. miſtakes for 
terms and conditions. And this miſtake runs 
throughout. He all along ſuppoſes the graces 
of the covenant to be the terms, and its free 
gifts and privileges the conditions of it; which 
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an of grace — mercy, ant not a pro- 
poſal of a covenant of terms and conditions? 
Bel L take the goſpel to be glad tidings of 
ſalvation for poor ſinners, informing them what 
Chriſt hath done for their ſalvation, and how by 
he obediehce of his life, and by the ſacrifice of 
his, death, he made a full atonement for ſin, 
and brought in exerlaſting righteouſneſs and 
them the benefits of Chriſt's atonement and 
righteouſneſs, namely, by the Holy Spirit's work- 
ing in them repentance towards God, and faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; By the gift of repent- 
anee they are turned unto God, and under a 1 
of their fallen, ſinful and miſerable ſtate, 
tranſgreſſors of his holy and righteous Jaw, — 
of them is conſtrained 10 cry out, God be 
i mereiful unto mea ſinner. And to alleviate 
Nan diſtreſs and to bring peace ard comfort to 
their ſouls, they are enabled by faith, Which is 
alſo the gift of the Holy Spirit, to truſt in, and 
of God made unto them wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
ſancliſication, and redemption. And hereby the 
Believer is entitled to immortal happineſs, on 
account of what Chriſt hath done for him, the 
__eonmfort of which he enjoys by what the Hoh) 
Spirit hath wrought in him, viz. a believing 
apprehenſion and conviction . he has an in- 
LED: — i een 


Lens Ws 393 
tereſt in the cette of the Gd mas- 
This is 1 think the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 

which is evidently no covenant” of faith and 
repentance, but a revelation of grace and merey; 
and in which we have the free promiſes of eternal 
life, but not annexed to the performance f 
faith and repentance, as works of man, or the 
terms or conditions of the covenant, hut to 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to the perfect obedience, and 
full ſatisfaction he hath made for ſin : For the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jeſus: Shri 
our Lord. | 

Bug. 1 1 how widely different cube view- 15 
the goſpel is from the Dr. 's. He abſolutely in- 
fiſts upon there being ſome terms or conditions 
of juſtification : Whereas, if I underſtand you 
Ang there are none. 

Bel. The goſpel bas unkind none. Ds ; 
this and thou ſhalt live” is the language of the 
law : Here life is promiſed upon the terms of 
obedience. Whereas in the goſpel, life is pur= 
chaſed for us by Chriſt, and alſo all the goſpel 
. promiſes are freely made through him, and all 
the goſpel graces are freely given through him 
not to be received upon the performance of any 
previous terms or works, but freely given by 9 
mere grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 

And the Dr. ſtrangely errs, not knowing W | 
— when he talks of faith and repentance 
as terms: For I ſuppoſe he means by terms, the 
To I. VWs conditions 


— 
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conditions upon the 3 altwidctiiare 
are juſtiſied: But that which is: promiſed as a 
free gift cannot be received upon the perform- 
ance of any terms or conditions; and Juſtifica- 
tion itſelf, as well as faith and repentance, are 
promiſed in ſcripture as free: gifts, conſequently 
they are not to be received . — pen j 
| of any: terms: or. conditions. At ids 0 
Vou may read Rom. v. 16, 18. that ede 
tion is the free; gift of God. 80 is Faith, 
Eph. ii. 8. It is the gift of God, wrought in the 
heart by his operation, and one of the fruits of 
his good Spirit. So likewiſe is repentance, 
Acts V. 31. God hath exalted Jeſus with his 
right hand, to be a prince and a Saviour, for to 
give repentance. Now ſince faith and repent- 
ance are the free- gifts of God, how can they be 
the terms or conditions of our juſtification? Ho- 
can they be conditions to qualify us to receive 
what God gives freely, and according to the 
pleaſure of his own will? Can you reconcile this 
difficulty? How can God give that freely, which 
he does nor ee but ae certain terms or oon: N 
en we e de en , 19] | 
Eng. on is it not a te rates com 
ben divines, the terms of acceptance? I think 
iS 2 a celebrated book with that title. 
Bel. You will neither find the — wor 
20 doctrine in ſeripture, but in direct oppoſitioi 
to . the —— e 75 We 458 en 
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in the bel ved, and again, we are juſtified 
« freely by grace through the redemption that 


is in Chriſt Jeſus,” Here we are ſaid to 
be accepted in Chriſt without any terms or con- 


ditions of our own fulfilling. And is it not a pal- 
pable contradiction, to {ay that we are juſtified 
freely by grace, and yet at the ſame time upon 


certain terms or conditions? | 4 4 fe 


Eig. Butl are there no terms of acceptance ? 
2 Bel. * V ou hear what the ſcriptur e ſays, Me 


© are accepted in the beloveddꝓ ... 


Eu. What! without any ny etna 

Bel. Yes, without any terms to be previouſly 
performed by us to qualify, us for Acceptance. 
Eu. But how then am I to underſtand the Dr. 
for he ſays, © the man is therefore brought to 


“ the bar e time, and is then to be tried 


upon tlie terms of this new and better covenant, 


iz. whether he has ſo co- operated with divine 


grace, and ſo improved his talent, as to have 
repentance and preſent obedience towards 
God, and faith and gratitude towards our Lord 


jeſus Chriſt.—If he has theſe - qualifications, 


< his plea is allowed of, his perſon accepted, 


6d e julie." ” What am J to think ef 


| theſe. words? 1 1 ' 
Bel. Vou are 00 hind thine. a contaly * 
grand hereſy of the Papiſts, and they ſtate it as 


clearly as any Dr. of the ee e have: 
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Firſt Here ve —— rougl 
8 ar. tur 55 . Ei. 7 20. 2 * 1 982 11 8 
© Seeobch Elis brit is put upon this iſſue— Has 
he ſo co-operated with divine grace, and fo 
improved his talent, ab to have — 


Third, If he has theſe quilifation, and god 
works, then he is juſtiſſed, bunt 
Fourth, As the Dri adds, . if he is found 
4 deſtitute of true faith and fineere repentance, 
« his mouth is ſtopped; and he has no plea to 
« make, nor apology” to offer: W n it 
follows, 1 * i 1 Minn A e 
Fifth, That no man is juſtified e theſe 
qual n g od works, they muſt g 
before his juſtification; All this is downright ' 
popery. It is contrary to the whole tenor of 
ſeripture, eontrary to the doctrines of the church 
of England eee the Dr.'s o.]n 
 6aths and ſaberiptions. e ob bn eee 
© "Enq- Not ſe faſt, my deur Friend. Von gy 
too high. I fee indeed} that the Dr. does require 
theſe qualiffſeations beforchand;-'as- previouſly 
neceſſary to juſtiſication, but how: do ue 
this to be unſeripturaas2?: bas 
Bel I might prove it from the ger & pe 
nd defic n of the ſacred volume, which id to 
direct ſinners to the righteouſneſs of the Godz 
man Chriſt Jeſus for juſtification, but. refer you 


io the — to the Romans, and to che Gala- 
2 — | - trans 
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Kavi which-were written to eſtabliſh this truth, 


that a man is not. juſtified by the works of the 
* law, but by the faith of Chriſt,” Gal. ii. 16. 


which excludes all qualifications; and works. 


Rom. iii. 24. God declares, * we are juſtified 
freely by his grace, and if by grace, then it is 
we mere of works, er grace mee 
＋ grace.“ 2 „ tl 1 

Again, we read nay . Fa vie that 
% worketh-not, but believeth on him that juſti- 
„ fieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
0 righteouſneſs.” ” Obſerve how widely St, Paul 
differs from Dr. T. 

Dr. T. ſays a man is not . without 
certain works and qualifications: Eat 

AN. 2 ae 6 * is ave Th that 80 
0 not. a. - i 3 

Dr. T. Ships that a man is not Julliſed, 
"onda firſt have faith and obedience: - .-; 

St. Paul aſſerts, that God. juſtifieth the unigad- 
fog Whey . 1 obedience has an 1 
Ons; 07 einc 


Ste Paul 1 ſends finnors 6. Chriſt * as 


eoulneſa, that they may be on He righteouſ- 


Heſs. af God in: him . , 7 2c een bh 

Dr. T. ſends them to their Dee 
* works, without which they cannot be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt. 


Moreover St. Paul ſays, Rom, iv. 6. + Goa | 


o ct eee without works.“ 9 
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baden not righteouſneſs e there be — 
and qualifications going before! Now what do 
you think of theſe ſcriptures? Do they not en- 
irely'averthrow Dr. T's notion of juſtification? 
'Enq. Indeed they appear to me in a ſtronger 
it, than ever ſaw them in before; but what 
do you think of the perſon, who i is tried = er 
for want of qualifications PO ORD nene 
Bel I ſuppoſe you refer to this paige; FR ut 
if hei is found deſtitute of true" faith and fin- 
45 cere repentance his mouth is ſtopped, and he 
6e has no plea to make, nor apology to offer” 
How widely different is this from the ſeripture 
ſtate of the caſe, which repreſents” the perſons 
Ewe are to be” juſtified Freely; as "ungodly, 
. © Wn working not, as found to be ſinners while 
00 „eO are ue to be juſtified Whereas 
Dr. T. makes them faints, before they are juſtz- 
fled. They have repentance, obedience, faith, 
and Gratitude, and upon pleading theſe qualiff- 
cations they are pronounced to be righteous" in 
themſelves, and are juſtified. How oppoſite is 
this to the ſcripture doctrine, which teaches us 
that we dere ene ſinners are made the righte- 
neſs of God in Chriſt; but how! exaQtly 
agree . to the rn 
.! Dor Ywiomtogo titer. ft 
Ei OP are ſtill hat dpol chat Rag. 1 
tel you again, _— STU S bitter enemy to 


N FE 


bee eee Wh 
popery, and a ſound friend to the ohugels of 
Rs. | 


Bel. He may call himſelf ſo, but dd wur. ike 
wh of England are as wide as the Eaſt is 


from the Weſt. Her doctrine is founded upon 


an old maxim, namely, That good works do not 


go before in the perſon who is to be juſtified, but 


follow the perſon being juſtified. Bona opera non 
pravedunt juſtificandum, ſed ſequuntur juſliſicatum. 

Dr. T. makes them go before, and thereby for- 
gets what he once ſet his hand to, viz. the 13th 
Article, the title of which is this Of 
e Works before Juſtification.“ * Works done 
before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration 
of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſmuch 


as they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, nei- 
ther do they make men meet to receive grace, 
« or as the ſchool authors ſay, deſerve grace of 


« congruity ; yea, rather for that they are not 
done as God hath willed and commanded them 
© to be done, we doubt not out ONS have * 
©, nature „% PIES | 4 
Compare Dr. T's paper with this artet and 
you will ſee that they are diametrically oppoſite. 
The article ſays— Works done before juſtifi- 
cation, have in them the nature of ſin,t the Dr.oace 
fet his hand to this doctrine, but now he writes 
againſt it, and ſays, that they have in them' the 


nature of merit, for they are qualifications indiſ- 


mann neceſſary to Jutifiation. Let a, whole 


college 
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; a of, Jeſuits TEcpAtle, theſe amm 
* en | 
Eig. Truly I cannot bee how they can 3 
a 3 But have om works: no o place in nels 
juſtification? | ll {4-451 
Bel. No, none at an; fo. il 3 before 
juſtification, all Dr. T's qualifications have in 
them the nature of ſin, according to our church, 
Eꝛug. How am I to underſtand this doctrine? 
Bael. Hear what our church ſays of it in the 
- ſecond part of the Homily on Salvation. The 
, true. underſtanding of this doctrine, we be;juf- 
« tified freely by faith without works, is not, 
_ © that this our own, act to believe in Chriſt, or 
e this our faith in Chriſt, which is within us doth 
e juſtify us, and deſerve our juſtification unto us 
(for that were to count ourſelves to be juſtified 
e by ſome act or virtue that is within ourſelves) 
but the true underſtanding and meaning there- 
_ © of is, that although we hear God's word, and 
60 believe it, although we have faith, hope, 
e charity, repentance, dread and fear. of God 
60 within us, and do never ſo many works there- 
60 unto: Yet we muſt renounce the merit of all 
* our; ſaid virtues, of faith, hope, charity, and 
f© all other virtues and good deeds, which we 
fc either have done, ſhall do, or can do, as things 
that be far too weak, and inſufficient and im- 
C perfect, to deſerve remiſſion of our ſins, and 
pr juſtification,” Is not the meaning of theſs 
EP: | | | . Fords 


27 ear P. 


words very plain and nn. the 
Dre object to them? If he denies theit authority, 


what becomes of his oaths and ſubſcriptions? 


If he allows of it, how can he inſiſt upon faith, 
repentance, &c. as qualifioations requiſite to our 
_ Juſtification; after the church has abſolutely ex- 
cluded: faith and repentance by name, and all 
other virtues and good deeds from deſerving any 
part of our 1 ? "Hows Goes this n 
ing appear te “,t n nigint 


. it i9ndecifive! boafbmet 


think you could have brought ſuch convincing 
proofs, but I am now ſatisfied that our juſtifica- 
tion is not from any works which we have done, 
can do, or ſhall do; Wente there ** Sn ſtill 
alen with m. ctaid aD tan 
151 ER | 


Biel. Pray what i is S627 cd yorlt bibo 


Zug. It is this. e not your Aachen of 


$ juſtification ſupercede the neceſſity of tepent- 
ance and return to nen 1 e e 


himſelf? 936 £1 lod 


Bel. Don't call it my e Ir is: ths how. 


Ninguf ſcripture, and of the church of England: 
For you know we are taught, that Chriſt! was 
exalted to be a prince and a ſaviour fer to give 
faith and repentance, even that faith which 


worketh by love; and how then can this doctrine 
ſupercede the neceſſity of faith, repentance, and 
return to duty, ſince Chriſt always gives theſe 


Braces to thoſe perſons whom he , 


50 Eng. | 
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Eu. Nut certainly this doctrine does ſuper- 
cede the 3 eee and MG 
duty, donor bas eto 2 t0eSitroped 3nrfv 
e. be fur from it. It only eee them 
as:quahfications for our being juſtiſied: For the 
abe our church allow of no qualifica- 
tions-or conditions. And the! Dr. without in- 
tending 11 has fallen into their opinion; for in 
direct contradiction to what he had been main- 
taining, he ſays, That the imputed righteouſ- 
c neſs of Chriſt, was to make repentance and 
Fathis return to duty, become valid and accept- 
e Able in the ſight of God; from whence I 
argue upon his principles, that without this 
imputed righteouſneſs they would not be valid 
nor acceptable, and if not valid nor acceptable, 
how could they be neceſfary | qualifications: for 
eur» juſtification? How could that make us ac- 
cepted, which was itſelf not acceptable? So 
that here we have J——h againſt 1 
; boldly contradicting him to tia ee%%ͤͤũ!è 
Enug. Surely v muſt miſrepreſent the Door. 
Bel. No, my good friend, I do not. Look at 
the acne 1 der, bere are the —"—_ worde. Read 
em . & hi 4 Pe 


EJ  G:& 3 £ 


DET. — eee e himſelf; i fach 
B-palpable manner. I'm forry for him. 19G] 
Bel. Sorry. Ay | ſo you ought, If von are ſorry 
for bis fp reaſe ing how ſincerely forry ſnould 
a8 © | you 


— 
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yl be for his falſe doctrine? For the feripture 
reaches, that our perſons are juſtified; and the 
chürch aſſerts that We are accounted rightedus, 
thro ough thetriefits of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. But Df. T. aligns the obedience, facri 
fee, ſatisfaction, an imputed righteouſneſs 'of 
Chriſt, no "other" place than to make our works 
valid and acceptable, and to Purchaſe” for 
THEM—{what! for righteouſneſs and return to 

duty! ? Ves, for Td no other caſe to agree) the 
reward of immortal happineſs. I could never 
find in ſeripture, that all that Chriſt did and 
ſuffered, was to make our repentance, and return 
to duty, valid and acceptable in the ſight of God, 
or that he came into the world to purchaſe the 
rewtird of immortal happineſs for repentance 
and return to duty; but I read often of his 
giving himſelf for ſinners; of his dying to atone 
for fin, and of his purchaſing eternal life for them 
that were dead in treſpaſſes and ſinis. Can you 
reconcile” this with the Dr.'s notion of Chriſt's | 
righteouſneſs making our obedience and return 
to duty valid and acceptable? E1T IT 0: 

"Eng: No, indeed, I cannot, and am Fon the 
Dec" ſhould” maintain 2 to ty groin 2 un- 
ſeriptural. 1351 e 
Bel. I am dent are IE carry. for ons 
you will have more reaſon, when I come to his 
next paragraph. There he affirms “ that to 
* 199775 more than this concerning the effects of 

cc « Chrilt's 


! 


4% rA ER ANTIDOTE | 


Charge; What! ſhall we make ( 


« Chriſt's imputed merits; to ſay more than that 
our good works qualify us to receive Chriſt's im- 


| 4 puted 7 is, he ſays, blaſphemous Anti. 


« nomianiſm;” But the ſcripture and our church 


Hh * oer, e the * Kees OS . 
0 he 1 e Brine « Pony a door for all 


3 mer 


ger of fin and wickedneſs, by taking away 

e the neceſſity of Perſonal virtue and inherent 
« (holines.” - The ſcripture abhors the Dr. s 
hriſt the miniſter 
of ſin? God ' forbid. Our church enters her 


proteſt in the 3d part of the Homily on Salva- 


tion; in theſe words: How can a man have 


4 the true faith, ſure truſt and confidence in 
God, that by the merits of Chriſt his ſins be 
4 forgiven, and be reconciled. to the favour of 
God, and to be partaker of the kingdom of 


«heaven by Chriſt, when he liveth ungodly; and 
« denieth Chriſt in his deeds?“ And as to theſe 
unſcriptural terms, perſonal virtue and inherent 


| holineſs, they are brought in to be a kind of 
contraſt to the righteouſneſs: of Chriſt, and to 
throw contempt upon it. You know my opinion 
of Chriſt's: righteouſneſs, and | you can imagine 


how ſenfibly J muſt have been affected at the 


reading of the next words. I declare my blood 


2un cold, and I even now ſhudder at the repeat- 
ing them Lord grant they may never be laid to 


TOE mk — And by making the imagi- 


* nary 
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e hary transfer of "Chriſt's righteouſneſs to ſerve. 


© as'a cloak for the unrighteouſneſs of "lane 
kind“ HGH Doe fonts vis f 
Bug Mydear. Sir, what offends pſd fo 


mightily: Fo pays for 'this, _ aa ; 


| ery? Ait: La; F643 * 
Bel. Don't you / Mea a WIT es nh a 


righteouſneſs here trampled under foot as a mean 


and vile thing, in which the Lord's people here 
below, and above, appear before him without 
ſpot of fin unto ſalvation ? For 1 4 
Firſt, It is here aſſerted, what to e man is 
juſtified hy Chriſt's righteouſneſs without works, 
is A ps virtue and inherent holi- 
neſs," en 363 1 Bt 

; Sobotxity; That Ai ——_ * eee de 
ferves as eee for the e e e of man- 
kind, and [1974 36.3 11154 

Thirdly, That the e ente of 
Chriſt, which the Dr. treated before as a ay 
thing, he now treats as an imaginary thing. 


Eug. Does he indeed? What does he call 1 


Chriſt's imputed righteouſneſs imaginary? | 
Bel. Ves, he does not mince the matter, but 


treats it as a fable; the righteouſneſs of God he 


treats as a mere imagination. He once indeed 


thought it a real thing, and ſet his hand 


to the truth of it, and he ſtill acts in the miniſtry 


en of his e gi to hs WO! 


s ES Kl i- * 4 nine 


* - 
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466. — S$SEASONABLE/ ANTIDOTE 
dine articles; although he nowwrites againſt the 
1th, * Upon the Juſtification of man, which 
fſays . We are accounted righteous before God 

ONLV, for the merit! of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, by faith, and not for our own works 
or deſervings.“ What do you think of this 
article . Does it not ſay morè than the Dr. does? 
And is it then blaſphemous Antinomianiſm? Is 
it opening a door to all manner of ſin and wick- 
edneſs/ to ſay that We are aceounted righteous 


ONLY through Chriſt's imputed righteouſneſs? 


Anſwer me, my friend. Site i ini 
Zug. Indeed this article has ſtruck me. That 
vid ONLY: isan anſwer to all the -Dr.s, paper. 
1 now ſee clearly the Dr. is in the wrong, and I 
thank: yo heartily for convincing me of it. I 
underſtand how free and full the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt i is, and that it is imputed to the ungodly, 
whothaveno:qualifications, no good works, no 
perſonab virtue, nor inherent holineſs. And I 
pray God, I may be found in Qhriſt not having 
my oven righteouſneſs, Which is of the law, but 
that vchichuis through the faith of Chr ik; 0 
righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. 
Bel. I have reaſon to be thankful if my: dif. 
courſe has been of any uſe to you. I have 
ſpoken freely, and: more fo, a8 know not the 
Dr: and cannot be ſuppoſed to have any diſlike 
to him. If cever; you ſhould bring him into my 


company, I would ſpeak. more freely to him, 
than 


© AGAINST Tov. 40 
man I have of n both fof the ſake of his 
own ſoul, and of their ſouls who are committed 
to his care. I doubt not but I could convince 
him, that his general inference; which begins 
thus, „hence therefore, a rational and ſcriptural 
* evidence of your juſtification, is neither ra- 


e tional nor ſcriptural. If you have true faith 


4 und ſincere repentance, you want no other 
« ſigns or evidences, ſays he, of your juſtiſica- 


4 tion.“ Obſerve; this faith and this repentance 


are to go before as qualifications for our being 
juſtified, and conſidered in this reſpect, our 
church ſays, they have in them the nature of ſin, 
and therefore they are no ſigns or evidences at all. 
«But if you have not theſe”. (as the Dr. adds) 
* to pretend to any other aſſurances, tokens; 
feelings, or experiences, is vain and deluſive.“ 
Does he know any one who maintains, that u 


man may be in a ſtate of juſtification; and yet have 


no faith or repentance? Ido not: hear of any 
perſon who maintains this; but I know ſome 


who talk of certain marks and evidences attend- 


ing true faith, which the ſcripture has promiſed, 
and theſe muſt not be diſcarded as vain or delu- 
five: For the ſcripture: has promiſed us tlie 
aſſurance of faith, as the gift of God, and to be 
wrought in us by the operation of God, and 
mentions the earneſt or token of the Spirit, and 
ſpeaks of feeling after the Lord:and finding him, 


yea, feeling in ourſelves the woxking of the ſpirit 


* 
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Chriſt, as our church expreſſes it in 8 
| and in another place, feeling our conſciences at 
peace with God through remiſſion of our ſin 
third part of the Homily for Rogation Week): 
and feeling this with ſo much eertainty, that we 
- can tell; our experience with David Come 
E hither, and hearken, all ye that fear God, 
and I will tell: you what he ath done for 
mindtabde ene Was ve muſt not reject all 
tokens, eee — vain *. 
> deluſive. elend Bt TE G 
ug. deans is ſuch a thing as übe 
aſſurance of — nd I pray ln . oP 
aktain itt. of dn Nil eg 
Bel. Sagen bee EP th now Nada 
aſ you Does it not appear to you upon the 
Whole, that the Dr. was greatly miſtaken even in 
the very title of his paper? for he has been 
' eſtabliſhing groundleſs pre ſumptions inſtead of 
taking them away, giving farther handle to un- 
ſerĩiptural doubts and fears, inſtead of clearing 
them up, and lulling conſciences aſleep upon the 
ſandy foundation of human righteouſneſs, inſtead 
of building” upon Chriſt the rock of ages for 
righteouſneſs to juſtification, and for true holineſs 
of beart and life. His notions are oppoſite to 
ſcripture, and inconſiſtent with the determina- 
tions of the church of En gland, and therefore 
they come under one of the marks of the fruits 
| kd the fleſh 9 * St. Faul, and quoted 
IT | by 


3 AGAINST POPERY. 429. 


by the Dr. hi the e gn, HERBA 
Are theſe things ſo „ 

Eug. Indeed they appear to me e with rack full 
conviction, that I need not trouble you about the 
laſt part of his paper : For I now ſee plain 
- enotigh, that his quotation from the Homily is 
nothing to the purpoſe, becauſe it only ſays, that 
when the Spirit of Chriſt is within a man, he will 
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, but the 
Homily does not maintain with the D. that 
theſe fruits will juſtify us. 

Bel. No, far from it. e dodrine of the 
Homilies is this: 7 
* Agel 8 which! a Gabe is ac- 
counted righteous before God, is the I 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt. _ 

It was not the end of Chriſt's fulfilling al 
righteouſneſs' to make repentance! and return to 
duty valid and acceptable, nor yet to purchaſe 
for repentance and return to duty the reward of 
eternal happineſs ; but he fulfilled all rĩighteouſ- 
neſs, that our perſons might firſt” be! made 
_ righteous; after which our ang N De 
pan e nſ; And ©: 
_ {Accordingly we never wad of 52 rnb 
neſs being imputed to them who have repented 
ant returned to duty, but it is ſaid to be im- 
ub to the ungodly, to him that ger Lacs | 
out any ann, or conditions. 1 
wiVes I DG ban 
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Falch is the hand which apprehends, or the 
5 een which applies Chriſt's ene mo 

eouſneſs, and thereby juftifies. » 
This 1 a vs _ 2 * of the Holp 
Spirit. * 

He gives us evidenes of « our ow zollte, 
| by bearing his teſtimony with our 0 _ 
we are the children of God, and 

By enabling us to EY] forth: the rats of 
the r Ir; 
_ Theſe fruits do not juſtify us, but Pt us to 
de juſtified, as the fruits upon a tree : Goiht: ALE 
it alive, but prove it to be alive. K iel 
Fug. I heartily aſſent to theſe: N aki 
4 to experience the ort ah them in 
a own ſoul. not e een 
Bel. I am glad to Ws you ji in this abet 
e of mind. I with all our . i | 
were in your way of thinking. . 0 
7 Eng. I promiſe you, it will ven my —_— 
if ord be n not. 1 will wy atv er to: con- 
EI. 1 — God will WA eee 
vours, and give his bleſſing to your magiſtrates 


and people; may they love Chriſt and his 


righteouſneſs; may your clergy, and Dr. T. 
among the reſt, preach Chriſt, and teach men 
to ſubmit to his righteouſneſs; and may Chriſt 
pour his choiceſtbleflings upon che City of Briftal, 
that it may be celebrated through the earth, for 
he - hands of 4A the faithful City. 
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AN EARNEST 
INVITATION 


- TO THE 
FRIENDS OF THE. ESTABLISHED CHURCH, 
10 JOIN, 


With bee of their Brethren, Clergy and Lai! I, in London, 


IN SETTING APART 


ONE HOUR OF EVERY WEEK, 


FOR PRAYER AND $UPPLICATION, DURING THE PRESENT 
TROUBLESOME TIMES, ; 


Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt 
glorify me. Pſalm l. 15. | 
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I, In the begining of ws laſt war pro- 

2d 4 65 take part with our 
enemies. want ed unanimity in our 
public e and ſucceſs in our pub- 
lic meaſures. One miſcarriage followed 
another. Our national courage ceaſed 
to exert itſelf, and ' a general dejection 


of ſpirits enſued. At this time ſeveral 
clergymen of the eſtabliſhed church agreed 


to meet at the throne of grace on the 
Lord's- day. The ſubject of their joint 
prayers was to aſk the bleſſing of God up- 
on our public councils, our fleets, and 
our armies. They were ſoon joined by 
a-great 
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ofthe kingdom. Afterwards ſeveral pray- 
ing ſocieties were formed for. the very 
ſame purpoſe in Germany, and eſpecially 
in Hanover. In the ſpirit of prayer and 
ſupplication they humbled themſelves be- 
fore the Lord: they ſought ſucceſs at 
his hands, and he was gracious to their 
requeſts; he ſent victory after victory, 
until our enemies were willing to be at 
peace, and then they gave him unfeigned 
thanks, and aſcribed ee my glory to _ ; 
goodneſs and power. 
10 . The Principles War uhich cheythen 
acted were theſe. They believed in the 
being of God, the Lord and Maker of 
all worlds. They acknowledged his pro- 
vidence over his works; for he doeth 
| according to his will in the army of hea- 
ven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth. His kingdom ruletn over all, 
every perſun and every thing; And none 
dan ſtay his hand, or 128 unto e What 
doeſt thou? 

- Berg. .Phey believes att; Gab in wihe a 
of his providence, he acts by an infinitely 
wiſe rule, which he has made known to us 

| 0 
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TORI holy ſcriptures. Hei is the Almighty 
Creator, and ſovereign Lord of mankind, 
and he has given them a law, which is 
holy, juſt, and good. Every tittle of it 
is not only for his glory, but alſo for 
their profit. He has ſecured obedience 
to it by promiſes and threatenings, nei- 

ther of which can fail. His word can- 
not be broken, either to the obedient or 
diſobedient. According to his revealed 
will his love infallibly follows the one, 
and his juſtice the otber. 

4. This is true of ſocieties, as al as 
of private perſons. Sin is alike the tranſ- 
| Sreſſion of the law, and deſerves in many 
or in few the threatened puniſhment ; but 
according to the number, it becomes | 
more poiſonous: becauſe it ſpreads its 
infection by example. When the multi- 
tude agree to do evil, the reſtraint of 
ſhame is taken off. If the times ſhould 
favor them through much luxury, and 
great licentiouſneſs, they harden one ano- 
ther in ſin. Then general diſſipation and 
falſe pleaſure take poſſeſſion of the heart. 
Theſe hinder the mind from being culti- 
vated with any . knowledge. 

The 


1 


— 


neglected, and as theſe grow out of 
faſhion, immoral practices muſt ien 


16 r PREFACES 
The ſound principles of religion become 


word, his ſabbaths, his ordinances, are 


firſt diffuſed, and then by degrees deſpiſed. 
Thus infidelity gets deeper root, and im- 


niorality, which: is its natural fruit, be- 
ome luxuriant. The reſtraint of the 
divine law being taken away, human laws 
loſe their foree upon the conſcience: for 
when the fear of God is gone, there is 
no motive left ſufficient to influence the 
conduct; men will then venture 

to ſin without any ſenſe of danger, even 
of death itſelf. And when national ſin is 
come to this height, God has declared in 
his word, and by the conſtant courſe of 
his providence has made it manifeſt, that 
he will interpoſe to maintain the h 
of his law and government. When men 


have thus deeply corrupted themfelves, 


he will remember their iniquity, he will 
viſit their ſins: Shall I not viſit for theſe 
things, ſaith the lord, ſhall not my 
* Ne Ihe” e N on ſuch e a nation as 
SL | 0 5 When 
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"LY Annen God ariſes to vindicate his 


authority, he is never at a loſs for means. 
All creatures are ready to execute his 


becauſe in his hands; irreſiſtible. Among 


them war is one of the moſt ſevere and 
deſolating: it is one of the ſore viſita- 
tions of God, as Ezek. xiv. 21. Which 
does not come by chance, but by his 
command: and he ſends it, Amos ix. 4. 
to plead his controverſy. It is the juſt 
appointment of his providence to vindi- 
cate his broken law, and his deſpiſed 
government. It is his wiſe interpoſition, 
either to correct for thoſe things, or to 
deſtroy. When it is the loving rod of 
correction, it humbles: it brings the ſin- 
ner upon his knees; he repents, he turns 
from the error of his ways, and is reform- 


ed by the viſitation. When it comes to 


puniſh, he gives warning before the blow; 
but the people ſin on, they fear not the 
ſword, nor him who ſent” it: then it 
vindicates the righteous quarrel of the 
Lord upon impenitent ſinners, It ſtrikes 


at every thing truly valuable, liberty, 


* yea life itſelf. This ſcourge is 
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PREFACE: 
plained of, but not as it ſhould be; not 
with ſubmiſſion to the juſtice of the vi- 
ſitation, but with murmuring; not with 
| t irning from ſin, but with returning to 
it with more ee and en _ 
„ e e IT B01 
6. This was: our we oth AE we en- 
5 ee upon the war in 1756. Conſidering 
ourſelves as Chriſtian miniſters, we ſaw 
our duty, and what part it became us to 
act, as good citizens. We had read the 
promiſegnof God made to thoſe, who at 
ſuch times ſeek his help, and ee his 
bleſſing. We had ſeen thoſe promiſes | 
fulfilled: we in earneſt punbusd the means 
of his own appointing, and we met with 
the deſired end: he humbled us at his 
footſtool; we aſked pardon for our na- 
tional departure from the living God; we 
implored his mercy through Chriſt; and 
he heard prayer, he anſwered 7 Prayer. and 3 
en kinn. 
ae The uſe of the ſame means is now 
een recomm nepded ; F OI : . the 
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ſame - occaſion calls for it, and we have 
the ſame encouragement. The promiſes, 
and the examples in ſcripture, warrant 
us to expect the ſame ſucceſs. May the 
ſpirit of grace and ſupplication be poured 
out abundantly upon miniſters, and peo- 
ple, that multitudes may uſe the means, 
until God ſend us a bleſſed iſſue: yea, 
may he turn to us in mercy, and turn us 
as a people unto himſelf, with repentance 
and faith. The cloud may be dark which 
hangs over our heads; it may threaten a 
deſtroying ſtorm; it may ſpread blacker, 
and look more dreadful: yet prayer can 
pierce through the cloud; the prayer of 
faith can gain admittance into his pre- 
ſence, who has his way in the whirlwind, 
and who preſides: over the ſtorm. The 
effectual fervent prayer of the righteous 
was heard ; the cloud was diſperſed, and 
the face of the heavens again ſerene and 
peaceful. O for another army of ſuch 
ſupplicants What cannot they do! call- 
ing for, and truſting to, the help of the 
Almighty : ? This is our ſpiritual armour, 
and more uſeful than the arm of fleſh : 
may 
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may as many uſe the one, as uſe the other. 
And now the hoſts is gone forth againſt 
the enemy, may we at home follow them 
and aid them with our prayers, never 
ceaſing, until God reſtore peace to the 
earth, and gobd will ee us and we | 
our public enemies. N 
The following little tract was made 
| 9 uſeful in all the former wars from the 
year 1756, and has gone through a great 
number of editions. I have been called 
upon by ſome perſons, on whoſe judg- 
ment 1 depend, to reprint it; in hopes 
the ſame bleſſing may attend it. How 
greatly is it to be wiſhed, that it may 
ſtir up thouſands to humble themſelves 
under the mighty hand of God, and to 
ſeek his help in this time of need. If 
we do it in earneſt, we need not deſpair. 
The ſame means will bring about the 
ſame end. we uſe the means, and 
16 ws a enn ge ß 
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Gop 1 Tn declared, | that: cp a rank 08 | 
againſt him by treſpaſſing grievouſly, then he will 
ſtretch out his hand upon it, and viſit it with 
his four ſore judgments, the ſword, the famine, 
the noiſome beaſt, and the peſtilence.  Thefe he 
ſends to puniſh the land for its grievous treſpaſles; 
He has. viſited us with ſome of his ſore judg; 
mw ments, and therefore our land, has treſpaſſed 
grievouſſy. And if we continue to provoke him, 

and refuſe to receive correction, he will continue 
| theſe puniſhments ; and it is to he feared, if we 
remain hardened and impenitent under them, he 
will at laſt give us over to the deſtrqye e e 
The preſent circumſtances of our public affairs 
are exceedingly awful andalarming. Our danger 
is eee great. Our enemies are many and 
: mighty 
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mighty, and our numerous ſins are in their inte- 


reſt. Every fin helps them to deſtroy us; and 
God has been thus far on our enemies ſide. He 


has been by them puniſhing our ſins, and yet 


with a ſtrange infatuation we ſin on ſecurely, as 


if we did not apprehend, that continuance in fin 
would certainly cauſe the continuance of our ca- 
lamities. And dreadful it is to ſee how ineffec- 


tual all the former judgments have been to re- 


form us. Still our people refuſe to deny them- 


ſelves their diverſions and. their vices. And the 
ſeaſon of the year is come, when without any re- 
formation at home, we are going to ſend out our 


Meets and armies againſt our enemies abroad, 


vainly flattering ourſelves with hopes of ſuccefs, 


while our ſins ſet God at defiance, and make him 
continue to fight brats us with 5 almighty 


7 8 1 8 A 2 


per” 
If then our Sable have not Been reclaimed 


by paſt judgments, and conſequently | greater 
muſt be expected. What is to be done? What 2 
can true believers do, but uſe their intefeſt with 


God in prayer? We have no other expedient 
left. If our people won't plead with God for 
themſelves, let us plead for them. Our encou- 
ragement is great; we have many ſweet promi- 


ſes in ſcripture to rely upon. There is one in 


Solomon's prayer, which ſuits our caſe! exactly 


(2:Chron,'vi. 24, 2:5), * And if thy people Tſrael 


_ 5 to the worſe before the enemy, becaufe 


ü e 
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they have ſinned againſt thee, and ſhall return 
and confeſs thy name, and pray, and make ſup- 
plication before thee in this houſe, then hear thou 
from the heavens, and forgive the fins of thy 
people.” There never was an inſtance wherein 
God atted contrary to the method here men- 
tioned. Whenever a people turned to him and 
confeſſed their fins, he turned away from his 
fierce anger. If they called upon him in the day 
of trouble, he heard and anſwered. If they put 
their truft in him, he maintained their cauſe. 
Several minifters of the eſtabliſned church from 
the conſideration of our danger, and feeing no 
remedy more effectual than prayer and ſuppli- 
cation, have reſolved to fpend part of every 
Lord's Day in this holy exerciſe. | They have 
choſen this day, partly for the ſake of the day 
itſelf, being a day ſacred to religion, and becauſe 
they wanted to have the joint prayers of thoſe 
perſons, who might be hindered on other days, 


4 but who were now entirely free from worldly 
auvocations: and they have choſen to ſpend from 


eight to nine o'clock in the evening, becauſe it is 
the time that could be beſt ſpared from the du- 
ties of the day, and becauſe after attending upon 
public worſhip, the mind would be better diſ- 
poſed for private worſliip prayer, and the word, 
and the ſacraments, having put the ſoul into a 
proper frame to humble itſelf before God, firſt 
for its own ſins, and then for the ſins of the nation. 

rrront - =: We 
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We earneſtly requeſt our brethren, of the efta- 
bliſhed church, and all our fellow; Chriſtians. to 
join with us in this religious deſign. It is a ſea- 

ſonable, and a pious requeſt that we make: and 

we hope no perſon, who has the ſpirit of prayer, 
and who is a lover of the proteſtant religion, and 
of our eſtabliſnment, will be prevented by any 
__ HYothful,or needleſs. excuſe, from offering up his 
petitions along with ours at the appointed hour 
but that all the faithful ſervants of God in every 
part of the land will be at the ſame time, as one 
 eongregation;. preſenting their prayers before 
the throne of grace. Oh how much to be de- 
fired; how; good and joyful a thing would it 
be, to ſee brethren thus praying together in 
unity. May God put it into the hearts both of 
miniſters and people thus to pray in ſweet-agree- | 
ment, at one time, and with one heart, until God 
bear and anſwer, and deliver this church and | 
1. e e of their dangers and truubles. 0 
The. firſt part of the duty, which is incumbent 
upon us at this time, conſiſts in humbling our- 
ſelves before God, under à deep ſenſe of thoſe 
ſins which have provoked him to ſend; down 0 
many heavy judgments upon our land, in con- 
feſſing thoſe ſins with a godly ſorrow, and in 
turning from them with a repentance not to be 
N repented af. And that we may all be ſtirred un 
| diſcharge of this. duty, we ſhould be 
aded that our public calamities come 
3 from 
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from our fins. God is angry at nothing but ſin. 
Every man therefore ſhould look into his own 
heart, and ſee what great reaſon God has to be 
angry with him, and accordingly to humble 
himſelf under the mighty hand of God, that. he 
may pardon him and exalt him in due time. 

Let each of us then at the appointed hour re- 
tire from the world, and in the preſence, and 
before the footſtool of the ſovereign Creator and 
Redeemer, examine what grounds and reaſons 
we have for deep humiliation. And 

Firsr, We have great reaſon to mourn and be 
afflicted before him for the ſinfulneſs of our na- 
ture, which is the fruitful parent of all our actual 
ſins. We have corrupted ourſelves in every fa- 
culty of ſoul and body; and the ſight and feel- 
ing of this corruption ſhould give us the moſt 
humbling views of our ſinful, loſt, and helpleſs 
condition: for by this fault and corruption of 
nature, every man naturally engendered of the 


offspring of Adam is not only far gone from 
= original righteouſneſs, and of his own nature 


1 e to evil, ſo that the fleſh luſteth always 
contrary to the ſpirit, but alſo deſerveth God's 
wrath and damnation. How can we believe 
ourſelves to be thus conceived and born in ſin, 
thus by nature the children of God's wrath, and 
not be deeply humbled ? What can be matter 
of greater humiliation, than to confider how. 
low we are fallen, that we have loſt original 
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righteouſneſs, have loſt the image of God, have 
loſt his love, and favour, and grace, and have 
* loft all hope, as to any thing we can do, of his 
glory? Let us then begin with lamenting the ſin- 
fulneſs of our nature, which is the fountain of 
all ſin. Let us beg of God to cleanſe it by the 
blood of Jeſus, and to renew us daily by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, that we may put off 
the ſinful nature, the old man with his deeds, 
and may put on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteouſneſs and true holinefs. 
SECONDLY, We have great reaſon to be hum- 
_ bled for the ſinfulneſs of our lives. God requires 
nothing of us, but what is for his glory, and 
for our happineſs. His law is holy, juſt, and 
good ; but how often have we broken it, in 
| thought, word, and deed—how preſumptuoul- 
ly—after how many ſolemn vows and refolu- 
tions—againſt the light of conſcience—againſt 
the light of the goſpel—ungratefully, after re- 
ceiving numerous mercies—hardened in ſin, after 
being viſited with heavy judgments? Who a- 
meg us is not deep in guilt in theſe re- 
ſpects? Let us look back upon our paſt lives, and 
remember, wherein we have particularly offend- 
ed. Let us recolle& our fins of commiſſion 
againſt God's holy law, and our ſins of omiſſion, 
with the aggravating circumſtances attending 
them; and then, conſidering how injurious the 
leaſt of theſe things was to the glory of God, let 
| us 
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us be humbled to the very duſt : For the ſcripture 
is clear, and expreſs, © that we have all ſinned 
and come ſhort of the glory of God,” we have 
robbed him of his glory. Now it is our duty, as 
Chriſtians, to live to the glory of God, and to 
have a fingle eye to his glory, even in the com- 
mon affairs of life, when we eat or drink, or 
whatever we do. Have we then at all times, 
and in all things, had a ſingle eye to God's 
glory ? Oh guilty, guilty, muſt we-all plead to 
this charge ; with ſhame and confuſion of face 
muſt we confeſs, that we have not ſpent all our 
lives to God's glory ! ſeldom have we had an eye 
to it; and when we had, very rarely have we 
indeed promoted it. And after we have thus 
taken an humbling view of our ſinful nature, 
and of our ſinful lives. 
TrirDLy, Let the conſideration of our natio- 
nal wickedneſs humble us ſtill lower before God. 
Chriſtianity is the religion profeſſed in this coun- 
try. Ours is a reformed church. We are a free 
people. God continues to us the light of his 
goſpel. We have his word and his ordinances, 
and all the bleſſings of the eſtabliſhment. We 
are highly favoured above all the nations on the 
earth- Now to whom much is given, of them 
men always require the more, and ſo does God. 
He requires more of the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
than of the ignorant heathen. But do we make 
him more returns of love and obedience, than 
LY they 
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they do? Look around the kingdom, and judge. 
You will find in ſeveral parts of this land, as 
great ignorance of the life and power of Chriſ- 
tianity, as in the deſerts of Africa. What diftant 
corner of the kingdom has not heard the blaſ- 
pheming tongue ſpeaking treaſon againſt God 
our Saviour? And where is the happy village 
free from open and ſcandalous immoralities ? 
Here is our condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and ſhines among us, and yet we love 


darkneſs rather than light. This makes our fins 


exceeding finful, that Chrift came to deftroy the 
works of the devil, and yet they abound among 
us. To' repeat theſe works by name would be 
tireſome; to aggravate them is impoſlible. Open 
your eyes, you ſee them covering our land like a 
deluge. Open your ears, you can ſearce hear 
any thing, but curſing, lying, and evil ſpeaking: 
Go where you will, you meet with fin at noon 
day. It has thrown off reſtraint, and is not afraid 
to appear without a maſk. Yea, fins abominable 
to nature are heard of in our land, and there are 
too many men among us, who refuſe to believe, 
that God ever rained down fire and brimſtone 
from heaven, and miraculouſly deſtroyed certain 
horrible monſters of fin. Stop, and conſider, 
whether theſe' things be ſo. If they be, have we 
not great reaſon for humiliation ? Ought we not 


to be humbled for our national wickedneſs, and 


till more humbled, for that having ſo many 
oy = 4 means 
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means of reformation, graciouſly vouchſafed to 
us, we not only continue wicked, but alſo are 
hardened, and thereby grow worſe and worſe. 
While we are thus mourning for the wicked- 
neſs of our people, let us never forget, that we 
ourſelves are part of the people, and that our 
ſinfulneſs has made a large addition to the natio- 
nal guilt. Let us never loſe ſight of this conſide- 
ration, leſt we ſhould find matter for cenſoriouſ- 
neſs, where we only want matter of humiliation. 
The ſight of our fins, as part of the ſins of the na- 
tion, will ſerve to keep us in a proper frame to 
profit from the | 
- FovrrTu humbling circumſtance we have to 
mention, namely, that God is now viſiting us 
for our public ſins. This is the ſcope and deſign 
of his preſent judgments, and ſhall we not be 
humbled under his almighty hand? He has ſhewn 
himſelf offended at our fins, and has chaſtiſed us 
for them as a nation. Hereby he would teach us 
this uſeful leſſon, that we ſhould turn to him with 
a national repentance, if we hope to be pardon- 
ed and ſaved. If we now humble ourſelves be- 
fore him, his former chaſtiſements will be turned 
into bleſſings : But if after being often chaſtiſed, 
we refuſe to glorify him by our humiliation, he 
will certainly be glorified in our deſtruction. If 
the rod of his mercy does not humble us, the 
ſcourge of his juſtice ſhall deſtroy us. Humbled 
Wwe * not been by any of God's paſt judg- 
— ments, 
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ments, therefore we have reaſon to fear greater: 
for if being chaſtiſed for ſin, we nevertheleſs will 
not leave it, what can we expect, but to be cut 
off in our fins? This has been the conſtant me- 
thod of God's providence, in his dealings with 


private perſons, as well as with public communi- 
ties. Fearful is that ſentence which is already 


gone out of the Lord's mouth—Oh that it may 


ftrike fear into every careleſs ſinner, who hears it, 
He that being often reproved, hardeneth his 
neck, ſhall ſuddenly be — and that with- 


out remedy.” Prov. xxix. Wie have often 
been reproved, and yet we ae hardened our 
necks, what then ſhould: hinder ſudden deſtruc- 
tion from coming: upon us, and that without re- 
medy ? Let this awful confideration ſtir us up to 


| plead earneſtly with God for the hardneſs of the 


people's hearts. Let us be deeply humbled for 


| thoſe obſtinate ſinners, who refuſe to be humbled 


for themſelves, and let us beg of God to ſpare 
them. Spare thy people, O Lord, ſpare them, 
and give not thine heritage over to reproach. 

Let us lay all theſe things together, and ſee 


whether there be not matter enough for the deep- 


eſt humiliation. We are altogether ſinful in na- 
ture, ſinful in life, a country profeſſing Chriſtia- 


: nity, and yet abounding with ſin, and hardened 


in it at this very time, when God is 5 chaſtifing and 
puniſhing us for our fins. He has given us, dur- 


ing this unſucceſsful war, ſome ſeyere chaſtiſe- 


ments 
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ments, but they have not brought us to a right 
ſenſe of ourſelves, and therefore we may expect 
they will be more ſevere. God has ſhewn us 
plainly, that he is not on our ſide, and we have 
felt his diſpleaſure, but we are not humbled 
under it. Without humiliation he will continue 
to fight againſt us, and what calamity is there ſo 
great, which we may not then juſtly apprehend? 
What ſucceſs can we hope from our fleets and ar- 
mies, if the Almighty go out againſt them? 
What is our ſecurity as an iſland, if he put ĩt into 
the hearts of our enemies, and if he come with 
them, to invade us? In this caſe how exceed- 
ingly ſhould we be alarmed to think, that our 
fins may provoke God to join with our enemies, 
and to give them ſucceſs. Every thing dear and 
valuable to Eugliſimen and proteſtants would then 
be loſt. Heatheniſm and flavery would get poſ- 
ſeſſion of our religion and liberties. While God 
threatens us with theſe calamities, he gives us 
time to pray againſt them. While they are at a 
diſtance prayer is our weapon, and God ſeems 
now to put it into our hands. O that we may 
uſe it aright to his glory, and to the e ee 
of this church and kingdom. 

My Chriſtian brother, after you have weighed 
theſe things attentively, judge whether it be not 
a ſeaſonable and a ſafe meaſure, which we 
would perſuade you to take. And you will take 
it, if you are indeed a friend to our preſent happy 
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eſtabliſhment in church and ſtate Your love „ 
them will put ye upon doing 5 thing that 
| lays in your powet to ſerve them; and here OY 
have a fair opportunity, which if you. al uſe 
of, it cannot but do you ſervice, and may he a 
bleſſing to them. Pray for them at the 3 
ed hour. Determine, through God's aſſiſtance · 1 
chat nothing ſhall hinder you from joining us. ; 
Break through all engagements, all hindrances 
to meet the Lord's people at the throne of grace. 
And for your encouragement remember, that he 
who fitteth upon the throne is the God who 
heareth prayer, and who has invited you to call 
upon him in the day of trouble: So will I hear 
thee, ſays he, and thou ſhalt glorify me. 5 
If it has pleaſed God to put it into the heart 
of any perſon who reads theſe few lines, to make 
part of this praying congregation, and he is at a 
loſs to know particularly what he ſhould aſk of 
God; let him firſt: beg of the Father of mercies 
to give him the ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication, 
that he may offer up his petitions acceptably 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. And then let 
him requeſt the grace of humiliation, that he may 
be truly and deeply affected with the four parti- 
| culars before mentioned. Let him pray to God 
to give him ſtill more humbling views of his ſin- 
ul nature, and to bring to his remembrance his 
* ſinful life, with the ſinfulneſs of his ſins, that 
| ſieeing himſelf to be nothing but vile and ſinful 
| foe _ duſt 
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his own Cams kad then bor this crying fins of this 
guilty land, and for the hardneſs and impeniten- 
cy of our people's hearts, upon which the heavy 
judgments of God have as yet made no impreſ- 
ſion. And then let him implore mercy firſt for 
himſelf, and afterwards for the nation, through 
the atoning blood of the Lamb of God. Earneſt- 
ly let him plead with the Father, that for the ſake 
of his dear Son he would give us grace to turn 
from our fins by true repentance, that iniquity 
may not be our ruin. And although the paſt 
judgments have reclaimed us, yet let him 
pray the more fervently for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, that his grace may be poured out abun- 
dantly upon us to ſhew us the error of our ways, 
and to revive the ſpirit and power of Chriſtiani- 
ty, that we may receive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord* 
as our Saviour, by the merits of whoſe moſt pre- 
cious blood we may be ſaved from the guilt and 
puniſhment of ſin, and by whoſe almighty grace 
we may alſo be ſaved from the dominion of 1in, 
that being thus delivered by him from the hands 
of our enemies, we may ſerve God without fear, 
in holineſs and enen before him all the 
days of our life. 
In theſe our requeſts let us never fs to | 
pray for the preſervation of the  proteſtant 
church, and all its members throughout Europe, 
and eſpecially for the peace of our eſtabliſhed - 
church, and for all orders and degrees of its 
. miniſters, 
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miniſters, beſeeching God to give them his 
grace and heavenly benediction, that both by 
their life and doctrine they may ſet forth his 
glory, and ſet forward the ſalvation of all men. 
And to the end there may never be wanting ſuch 
perſons in the church, let us pray for all ſemina- 


ties of Chriſtian education, eſpecially for the two 


__ Univerſities: May the Spirit of wiſdom preſide 
over them, and water them with the dew of his 
© heavenly grace, that the youth educated in them 

may come forth to the work of the Lord fitted 
with all proper graces as well as gifts. And 
ſince the harveſt is now great, may the Lord of 
the harveſt ſend forth more of his own labourers.” 
May the God of love diſpofe us alſo to pray 
fervently for all the proteftant diſſenting congre- 
gations; Which love the Lord Jeſus in fincerity. 
May he ſhed that love abroad in all our ſouls, 

- which alone can effectually free us from party 

ſpirit. And may he thus reconcile our hearts to 

them, and theirs to us. Oh that we may ſee an 
end of thofe bitter diſputes, which have fo long 
diſturbed the peace, and hindered the union of 
proteſtants: and may there be only this one holy 
contention between us, whether the miniſters 
out of the eſtabliſhment, or we in it, ſhall labour 
moſt for the glory of our common Lord, and for 
the en 0 thoſe 1 for ee, he ſhed 
bo: his blood. 1 of 

And as the K of ek are in 5 end. of 


God, we mult Pray him to en the heart of 
| | our 
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our gracious ſovereign lord king George, to do 
what will be for the glory of God, and for the 
Zood of his people, beſeeching the Almighty to 
enrich him with every temporal, and with every 
ſpiritual bleſſing, until he place upon his ones 
a crown of eternal glory. 
Let us alſo pray for the queen, for the prince of 
Wales, and for all the royal family, that God 
would endue them with his Holy Spirit, and en- 
rich them with his heavenly grace, that he would 
proſper them with all happineſs, and bring them 
to his everlaſting kingdom. = 
And let us deſire the ſpirit of wiſdom to direct 
both Houſes of parliament, all the kings coun- 
ſellors, and judges, and all the magiſtrates 
throughout the kingdom, and to enable them 
faithfully to diſcharge the great truſt repoſed in 
them, for the puniſhment of wickedneſs and vice, 
and for the maintenance of God's true OY 
ane virtue. | | 
Loet us beg of God now to go forth- with our 
fleets and armies, and to give them ſucceſs againſt 
our enemies in this war, in which we are en- - 
gaged. And let us pray him to bleſs our officers, _ 
and ſoldiers, and ſailors, and to protect them in 
all dangers, and to cover their heads in the day 
of battle. And let us earneſtly and heartily pray 
for their reformation, and alſo for a reformation 
at home, without which we cannot expect ſuc- 
ceſs from our arms abroad. May the Spirit of 
the liying God work upon the hardened hearts 
| | POE of 
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of our people, and ſoften them: by FOE grace, 


that they may ſee the error of their Ways, and 


a cry for mercy before it be too late, and may they 
cd it flirough the atoning blood of the Lamb of 


God. - Otthat there may be a general turning to 


the Lord, and may our eyes live to ſee it. Amen. 
Sch be it, Lord Jeſus. | 


- Theſe ſhort hints may be ſit and improv- | 
ed, as time and occaſion ſhall offer. My Chriſ- 
tian brother, may the Spirit of the living God 
direct thee, how to enlarge and to improve 


them. And after thou haſt once begun, and 


haſt ſpent ſome evenings of the Lord's day in this 
devout exerciſe, be upon thy guard, leſt thou 
ſhouldſt be tempted to leave it off. Never be 
tired of ſuch a good work. Pray for the ſpirit of 
grace and ſupplicatior and carry thy prayers 


into practice. The more thou prayeſt, the more 
will God make thee joyful in the exerciſe of 

Prayer. Go on in his ſtrength, and perſevere. 
Hold on thy ſuit, and wait upon the Lord our 


God, until he have mercy upon us. Be not 
weary, of joining with us, and in God's due 
time thou haſt his promiſe, © thou ſhalt reap, 
if thou faint not.” Lord; grant none of us, 
Who ſet out well, may faint, until we who 


' ſow. our prayers, and they who reap the fruit of 


them, may rejoice together, here in the peace an1 
reformation of our land, and hereafter through 
pr glory. Amen. 


"THE END OP Te"; SECOND VOLUME, 


cos 


